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Young Professionals in the Aftermarket (YPA) is an organization with a mission to act as the voice and the 
resource for the young professionals in the automotive industry. To further its mandate of ensuring the future 
growth and prosperity of the industry, the YPA is pleased to introduce it’s YPA Spotlight Series where current 
members share their experiences, insights and industry outlooks.

DID YOU KNOW YOU WANTED TO WORK IN THE 
AUTOMOTIVE AFTERMARKET?  
Can I say yes and no?  I grew up with a lot of exposure to 
the automotive aftermarket as my father and grandfather 
were both major shareholders and eventually president 
of Auto Electric Service Ltd. Growing up, we were always 
told just because they worked their and had the roles they 
did, did not mean that my brother or I would.  So it was 
never really a consideration to begin with.  However, things 
have come full circle and now as a shareholder myself 
there is nowhere I would rather be.  It is such a dynamic 
and intricate industry with so much change, challenge and 
potential. There is never a dull moment.

HAVE YOU HAD AN INDUSTRY MENTOR? IF SO, WHO 
AND WHY? 
I think I have been fortunate to have many industry mentors 
at many different levels.  I was able to grow up watching 
my grandfather and my father in the business and industry 
and see the paths they took and what worked for them 
and what maybe didn’t work so well.  I also currently have 
an amazing group of people who I work very closely with 
who have spent their entire careers in the aftermarket and 
so willingly share their knowledge and leadership with me. 
Further away, I kind of secretly online stock Mary Barra who 
was the first female CEO of an auto manufacturer when she 
became Chair and CEO of General Motors.

WHAT DOES YOUR PARTICIPATION IN THE YPA MEAN TO YOU? 
WHAT WOULD LIKE TO SEE US AS A COMMITTEE ACHIEVE IN 
YEARS TO COME?   
The YPA has been a fantastic opportunity for me to not 
only build relationships and increase my knowledge in 
our industry but also help shape the future of the industry 
through things like Student Aftermarket Day and other 
educational development initiatives. 

HOW LONG HAVE YOU BEEN PART OF THE YPA (FORMERLY 
KNOWN AS THE YES COMMITTEE)? 
This is my first year on the committee and it has been a 
fantastic experience.

WHAT ADVICE WOULD YOU GIVE SOMEONE EITHER STARTING 
IN THE INDUSTRY OR LOOKING TO TRANSITION INTO THE 
INDUSTRY?   
I would say just go for it.  The industry is so diverse and has 
so many different opportunities no matter who you are, what 
you are good at and what you want to do, there is more 
opportunity in the automotive industry then you can even 
imagine. 

ABOUT AUTO ELECTRIC SERVICE LTD.
Auto Electric Service Ltd. and Mainline Fleet Service is 
Southern Saskatchewan’s largest locally owned and 
operated automotive parts warehouse.  We began doing 
business in Regina in 1943 and have remained a local 
owner operated business. The experience we have gained 
in each of our almost 80 years of business assists us as 
we continue to provide our customers with the very best 
customer service in the province. We service the automotive 
retail and wholesale markets, as well as the autobody, 
agriculture and industrial markets with stores in five 
Saskatchewan locations. We are a shareholder member 
of Auto Value, as a group we believe that “Service is the 
Difference”, and we carry that through everything that we 
do, from service repairs to parts delivery.

To find out more about careers at Auto Electric Service Ltd. 
click here.
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