
 
 
 

How Cities are Changing the World and 
Leading on Climate Change 

 
 

Jonathan F.P. Rose 
President & Founder of Jonathan Rose Companies LLC & Author of The Well-Tempered City 

& 

John Cleveland  
Executive Director, Boston Green Ribbon Commission & 

President and Co-Founder of the Innovation Network for Communities 
 
 

 
 
 
By 2080, cities will be home to 80 percent of the world’s population. As we face the existential 
challenge of climate change, our cities are leading on the journey to a carbon-free economy and 
climate resilient communities.  In the process, they are transforming core urban systems in ways 
that will radically change the nature of urban life for many decades to come. 
 
Jonathan F.P. Rose – arguably the nation’s foremost developer of affordable, environmentally 
sensitive, socially conscious housing projects – will discuss how to create resilient cities.   
 
The City of Boston, fully aware of this challenge, was recognized at the Paris Climate Summit for 
its leadership in tackling climate change. The Boston Green Ribbon Commission, headed by John 
Cleveland, has been a major factor in this movement.  
 
Please join us to discuss how cities are changing and leading on climate change with our two 
distinguished speakers. 
   
  

 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
About the Speakers: 

Jonathan F.P. Rose is the President  & Founder of Jonathan Rose Companies LLC. His 
business, public policy, and not-for-profit work focuses on creating a more 
environmentally, socially, and economically resilient world. The Jonathan Rose Companies, 
founded in 1989, is a multidisciplinary real estate development, planning, and investment 
firm, which creates real estate and planning models to address the challenges of the 21st 
century. Jonathan has lead the firm’s vision, program and growth, developing award 
winning new projects, investment funds and city plans to model solutions to the issues of 
housing, economic development and the environment. Mr. Rose’s book on how to create 
resilient cities, The Well Tempered City: What Modern Science, Ancient Civilizations and 
Human Behavior Teach us About the Future of Urban Life, was published by Harper Wave 
in 2016. Mr. Rose works with cities and not-for-profits to plan and build affordable and 
mixed-income green housing, and cultural, health, and educational centers. Recognized for 
creating communities that literally heal both residents and neighborhoods, Rose is one of 
the nation’s leading thinkers on the integration of environmental, social, and economic 
solutions to urban development issues facing us today. His work has received awards from 
The Urban Land Institute, The American Institute of Architects, The American Planning 
Association, The National Trust for Historic Preservation, and many others.  
   
John Cleveland is Executive Director of the Boston Green Ribbon Commission, a group of 
34 business and civic leaders supporting the implementation of the City of Boston’s Climate 
Action Plan. Mr. Cleveland is also President and a co-founder of the Innovation Network for 
Communities (INC), a national non-profit organization whose mission is to develop and 
spread scalable innovations that transform the performance of community systems. INC 
works in three primary sectors: urban sustainability; high performing urban K-12 school; and 
adult workforce development. Prior to founding the Innovation Network for Communities, 
John served as Vice President of IRN, Inc., a market intelligence firm located in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan that provided strategi c planning, market research, automotive forecasting and 
merger and acquisition due diligence to mid-sized manufacturing companies. Prior to joining 
IRN, John worked as a private consultant; as director of Continuous Improvement for Grand 
Rapids Community College; and as director of the State of Michigan's industrial extension 
service.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

About the Organizers: 
Environmental Entrepreneurs (E2) is a national community of business people who 
believe in protecting the environment while building economic prosperity. Working with 
NRDC (Natural Resources Defense Council), E2 serves as a champion on the economic side 
of good environmental policy by taking a reasoned, economically sound approach to 
environmental issues. E2 works at both the state and national levels through its bipartisan 
efforts. Please visit our website at: www.e2.org. 
 
AKF Institute promotes exploration of best practices and emerging ideas within the 
construction industry to advance the goals of equity, sustainability, and economy.  AKF 
Institute is an initiative of AKF Group LLC, serving clients from six offices in two countries 
with MEP and specialty consulting services.  Our Boston office is home to the AKF Code 
Group with expertise in Building, Accessibility, Energy, and Zoning code compliance. 
 
The Metropolitan Area Planning Council (MAPC) is the regional planning agency serving 
the people who live and work in the 101 cities and towns of Metropolitan Boston. MAPC’s 
mission is to promote smart growth and regional collaboration. We work toward sound 
municipal management, sustainable land use, protection of natural resources, efficient and 
affordable transportation, a diverse housing stock, public safety, economic development, 
clean energy, healthy communities, an informed public, and equity and opportunity among 
people of all backgrounds. Click here to read more about our work on the Metro Boston 
Climate Preparedness Commitment. 
  

http://www.e2.org/
http://www.mapc.org/climate-preparedness

