Vayera: Sharing and Concealing?

Genesis 18:10-22

(10) Then one said, “I will return to
you next year, and your wife Sarah
shall have a son!” Sarah was
listening at the entrance of the tent,
which was behind him. (11) Now
Abraham and Sarah were old,
advanced in years; Sarah had
stopped having her periods. (12) And
Sarah laughed to herself, saying,
“Now that I've lost the ability, am I
to have enjoyment—with my
husband so 0ld?” (13) Then M said
to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh,
saying, ‘Shall I in truth bear a child,
old as I am?’ (14) Is anything too
wondrous for M7* ? I will return to
you at the same season next year,
and Sarah shall have a son.” (15)
Sarah lied, saying, “I did not laugh,”
for she was frightened. Came the
reply, “You did laugh.” (16) The
agents set out from there and looked
down toward Sodom, Abraham
walking with them to see them off.
(17) Now M had said, “Shall I hide
from Abraham what I am about to
do, (18) since Abraham is to become
a great and populous nation and all
the nations of the earth are to bless
themselves by him? (19) For I have
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singled him out, that he may (D) :1’?377 27TIWN NN n‘m;r_z-by
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doing what is just and right, in order
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so great, and their sin so grave! (21) I
will go down to see whether they
have acted altogether according to
the outcry that has reached Me; if
not, I will take note.” (22) The
agents went on from there to
Sodom, while Abraham remained
standing before M.
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o What strikes you about this text?
o How does the story transition from Avraham and Sarah in the tent to Sodom and Gomorrah?

Rashi on Genesis 18:17:2
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asitis said, (10:19) “And the
territory of the Canaanites was from
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(Genesis Rabbah 49:2)

Or HaChaim on Genesis 18:17:1

(1) DR 27922 %I 770277 R 2w
7Y SIR WK G'd had said: ""Should
I conceal from Abraham whatIam
about to do?" G'd chose the word
10217 deliberately. Abraham noted
that the third angel had a mission
which had so far not been revealed
to him, in contrast with the missions
of the other two angels which had
become manifest to him already.
One had come to heal him and the
other to tell Sarah about her
impending motherhood. Moreover,
when the angels departed from him,
Abraham noticed that two of them
walked in the direction of Sodom.
Abraham accompanied those two
angels to see them off. He realised
that these angels still had a mission
to perform on earth, something
which had been concealed from
him. Abraham would become aware
of those angels' mission after the
event. G'd was concerned lest he
would feel badly in retrospect if He
would not now take him into His
confidence. Our sages (Tanchuma
item 5 on our portion) state that the
reason G'd decided to take Abraham
into His confidence was because
Abraham entertained doubts about
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the justice of G'd having brought on
the deluge. He found it impossible to
believe that there had not been at
least ten or twenty righteous people
at that time. In his opinion G'd
should have suspended judgment
on their account. The words *IX WX
721 then mean: "as I am used to
do," i.e. I do not destroy a nation

unless there are no righteous people
left.

Daat Zkenim on Genesis 18:17

(1) 2172207 1397 17 O712R)..OIR 00A,
“how can I conceal from
Avraham...seeing that he will
develop into a great and important
nation?” G—d would not have
revealed the future to Avraham
except for the fact thathe had a
future way beyond his physical
death. What difference would it
then have made if he knew about
the fate of Sodom and what had
caused it? Seeing that Avraham
would become a witness to My
exacting retribution from sinners,
(even when I do not bring on
another deluge) he will be not only
be telling his offspring about it, but
use his first hand knowledge as a
reason to impress them with the fact
that G—d not only knows what goes
on here on earth, but reacts to it
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appropriately at a time of His own
choosing. Only by paying heed to
that knowledge will they live to
inherit the land of the Canaanites
who will then share the fate of
Sodom more or less, [their land not
being destroyed. Ed.] (2) Unless his
descendants were to practice justice
and righteousness, they would not
inherit that land.
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