Divine Permission to Lie?

Genesis 18:10-13

(10) Then one said, “I will return to you
next year, and your wife Sarah shall have a
son!” Sarah was listening at the entrance
of the tent, which was behind him. (11)
Now Abraham and Sarah were old,
advanced in years; Sarah had stopped
having the periods of women. (12) And
Sarah laughed to herself, saying, “Now
that I am withered, am I to have
enjoyment—with my husband so old?”
(13) Then the LORD said to Abraham,
“Why did Sarah laugh, saying, ‘Shall I in
truth bear a child, old as I am?’

What is going on here?
Why does God change Sarah's words?

Ramban on Genesis 18:13

(1) IBEING OLD. This is the explanation of
Sarah’s words, after I am waxed old. And
G-d’s words [that Sarah had said, “I being
old“], were true, but for the sake of peace
God did not reveal what she also said,
namely, My lord being old also, for [if He
were quoting Sarah], God should have
said, “I and my lord are old,” as Sarah had
laughed concerning both of them.

What is Ramban's explanation of the events?
What is Ramban's proposed fix? How do you feel about it?

Bava Metzia 87a:10-11

Itis written that Sarah said: “And my
lord is old” (Genesis 18:12), and it is
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written: “And the Lord said to Abraham:
Why did Sarah laugh, saying: Shall I
certainly bear a child, and I am old?”
(Genesis 18:13). This verse indicates that
the Holy One, Blessed be God, did not
repeat to Abraham that which Sarah
actually said, that her husband is old.
Why did God change the wording of her
statement so that she was referring to
herself? The school of Rabbi Yishmael

taught: Peace is of such great importance

that even the Holy One, Blessed be God,
altered the truth for the sake of
preserving peace, as it is stated: “And
Sarah laughed within herself, saying:
After I am waxed old shall I have pleasure,
and my lord is old,” and it is written:
“And the Lord said to Abraham: Why
did Sarah laugh, saying: Shall I certainly
bear a child, and I am old?”

What is the Talmud trying to teach us here?

Chizkuni, Genesis 18:13

(1) 7P 7 12, “why is it that she
ridiculed, etc.?” [the author now repeats
something he had already explained, at
the top of this page, offering an alternate
explanation. Ed.]“If you were to ask why
G-d did not rebuke Avraham when he
entertained similar doubts in Genesis
17,17, the answer is that seeing that Sarah
is considered as on a lower spiritual level
than her husband, it is considered as clear
that if even her doubts were criticised, her
husband’s doubts were deserving of a
rebuke even more so, without the need for
the Torah to spell this out. Our author
uses a parable to demonstrate this point,
writing that when a wise woman wishes

2°0I7% X7 °NIPT IR (30,170 NOWRI2)
°27 527 KIN PR 7RI 1"
AW 7"2p0 UORY 217w 1T DRV
W PAEM (20,7 NWRD2) RIW 12
TPT ORI (20,70 NPWR2) A 12702
DR PP R (30,7 NWRI2) 20007
NIPT CIXY A1 DFNAR

MM WK LSNP

XD 712 RN OR 7R o R (X)
ORI 10 DNAR Py 772apa 109
M3 QTR PR 19 M AW LW DY
7% T7 DYDY AR TWID2 NRIY
°2177 IRAW 7000 WKL Hwn XX
TWOATT XM 7IN2 DR 770 09D
772aPT 19917 OR 70 ,7N¥Y2 7nYo

X?X O7772K W 2ann 17°7 1°192 072K
YD NPT AR () .TXT N IO
33777 MIPD ,PWa P°awa N0 TPY
791 NIPN % NPAR WOR 7Y 7R
YT NPT D SMP2 INR W


https://www.sefaria.org/Chizkuni,_Genesis.18.13
https://www.sefaria.org/Chizkuni,_Genesis.18.13

(¢]
(¢]

to rebuke her daughter-in-law for
something both she and her daughter had
been guilty of, she rebukes only her
daughter instead, allowing her
daughter-in-law to draw the necessary
conclusions about her own behaviour. If
G-d had rebuked Avraham in Sarah’s
presence, he would have felt ashamed; He
therefore did so in an indirect manner. (2)
NPT °IXY, “seeing that [ am too old?”
According to Rashi the Torah changed
what Sarah had actually said out of
concern for the harmony existing between
Avraham and Sarah. What Sarah had
actually meant was: “what good does it do
for me to have been rejuvenated as long as
my husband cannot be rejuvenated also?”
How can I become pregnant from his
seed? Had the Torah conveyed this
thought to Avraham it would have meant
thatit was only Avraham’s inadequacy
that prevented Sarah from having a child.

How does this explanation feel to you?

Genesis 18:15

(15) Sarah lied, saying, “I did not laugh,”
for she was frightened. Came the reply,
“You did laugh.”
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What is Chizkuni's explanation for why everything happened?
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