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What’s in a Name? Shifting Identities in Lech Lecha
1. Avram / Avraham’s name change
Genesis 17:5
And you shall no longer be called Avram, but your name shall be Avraham, for I make you the father of a
multitude of nations.

׃6 ַאְבָרָ֔הם ִ֛כּי ַאב־ֲה֥מוֹן גּוֹ ִ֖ים ְנַת ִֽתּי6֙ ַאְב ָ֑רם ְוָה ָ֤יה ִשְׁמ6ְ֖ול ֹא־ ִיָקּ ֵ֥רא ֛ﬠוֹד ֶאת־ִשְׁמ
Rashi on Genesis 17:5
He was previously a father only to Aram (his native country), and now he is a father to the whole
world (Genesis Rabbah 47:1)

”…ֶשׁלּ ֹא ָהָיה ָאב ֶאָלּא ַלֲאָרם ֶשׁהוּא ְמקוֹמוֹ ְוַﬠְכָשׁו ָאב ְלָכל ָהעוָֹלם
2. Sarai / Sarah’s name change
Genesis 17:15
And God said to Avraham, “As for your wife Sarai, you shall not call her Sarai, but her name shall be Sarah.”

 ל ֹא־ִתְק ָ֥רא ֶאת־ְשָׁ֖מהּ ָשׂ ָ֑רי ִ֥כּי ָשׂ ָ֖רה ְשׁ ָ ֽמהּ׃6ִ֔קי֙ם ֶאל־ַאְבָרָ֔הם ָשׂ ַ֣רי ִאְשְׁתּPַו ֤יּ ֹאֶמר ֱא
Rashi on Genesis 17:15
“You shall not call her name Sarai,” which means “my princess,” a princess to me and not to others,
“But Sarah,” a princess in a more general sense, that she shall be princess over all (Berakhot 13a).

ֶשְׁתֵּהא ָשָׂרה ַﬠל ֹכּל,  כי שרה ְסָתם ְשָׁמהּ,ִלי ְול ֹא ְלַאֵח ִרים,  ְדַּמְשַׁמע ָשַׂרי.לא תקרא את שמה שרי
3. Carrying many names
Midrash Tanchuma, Vayakhel 1:1
“You find that a man is known by three names: the name by which his father and mother call him, the name
by which other men call him, and the one he earns for himself; best of them all is the one he earns for
himself.”

 ְוֶאָחד ַמה ֶשּׁקּוֶֹנה הוּא, ְוֶאָחד ַמה ֶשּׁקּוֹ ְרִאין לוֹ ְבֵּני ָאָדם, ֶאָחד ַמה ֶשּׁקּוֹ ְרִאים לוֹ ָאִביו ְוִאמּוֹ,ָשׁה ֵשׁמוֹת ִנְק ְראוּ לוֹ ְלָאָדם+ַאְתּ מוֵֹצא ְשׁ
 טוֹב ִמֻכָּלּן ַמה ֶשּׁקּוֶֹנה הוּא ְלַﬠְצמוֹ.ְלַﬠְצמוֹ.
4.
-

Reflection
Why now for this name change?
What transformation came alongside these new names?
What pieces of their old lives and names did they have to leave behind?
Which of your own “three names” resonates most strongly for you?

