Source sheet prepared by Rachel Cohn
rachel.b.cohn@gmail.com
TBA rabbinic intern

First Fruits: Finding Holy Soil in Unexpected Places
Parshat Ki Tavo

1. Proclamation to the Kohen upon bringing first fruits to the Temple:
Deuteronomy 26:5-10
“My father was a wandering Aramean. He went down to Egypt with meager numbers and sojourned there; but
there he became a great and very populous nation. 6 The Egyptians dealt harshly with us and oppressed us; they
imposed heavy labor upon us. 7 We cried to the LORD, the God of our fathers, and the LORD heard our plea and
saw our plight, our misery, and our oppression. 8 The LORD freed us from Egypt by a mighty hand, by an
outstretched arm and awesome power, and by signs and portents. 9 He brought us to this place and gave us this
land, a land flowing with milk and honey.10 So now, here I have brought the first fruits of the soil which You,
LORD, have given me...”

ַוָיּ ֵ֧רעוּ ֹאָ֛תנוּ ַהִמְּצ ִ֖רים ַו ְיַﬠ ֑נּוּנוּ ַו ִיְּתּ ֥נוּ6 ֲאַרִמּ ֙י ֹאֵ֣בד ָאִ֔בי ַו ֵ֣יּ ֶרד ִמְצ ַ ֔ר ְיָמה ַו ָ֥יּ ָגר ָ֖שׁם ִבְּמֵ֣תי ְמָ֑ﬠט ַֽו ְיִהי־ָ֕שׁם ְל ֥גוֹי ָגּ ֖דוֹל ָﬠ֥צוּם ָו ָֽרב׃
'ַויּוִֹצֵ֤אנוּ ה8  ֵ֣קי ֲאֹבֵ֑תינוּ ַו ִיְּשַׁ֤מע ה' ֶאת־ֹקֵ֔לנוּ ַו ַ֧יּ ְרא ֶאת־ָﬠ ְנ ֵ֛ינוּ ְוֶאת־ֲﬠָמֵ֖לנוּ ְוֶאת־ַלֲח ֵ ֽצנוּ׃Tַו ִנְּצַ֕ﬠק ֶאל־ה' ֱא7 ָﬠֵ֖לינוּ ֲﬠֹב ָ֥דה ָק ָ ֽשׁה׃
ַו ְיִבֵ֖אנוּ ֶאל־ַהָמּ֣קוֹם ַה ֶ֑זּה ַו ִיֶּתּן־ָ֨לנ ֙וּ ֶאת־ָהָ֣אֶרץ ַה ֔זּ ֹאת ֶ֛אֶרץ9 ִמִמְּצ ַ ֔ר ִים ְבּ ָ֤יד ֲחָזָק֙ה וִּבְזֹ֣רַﬠ ְנטוָּ֔יה וְּבֹמ ָ֖רא ָגֹּ֑דל וְּבֹא֖תוֹת וְּבֹמְפ ִֽתים׃
"...' ְוַﬠָ֗תּה ִה ֵ֤נּה ֵהֵ֙באִת ֙י ֶאת־ֵראִשׁי֙ת ְפּ ִ֣רי ָהֲאָדָ֔מה ֲאֶשׁר־ָנַ֥תָתּה ִ֖לּי ה10 ָזַ֥בת ָחָ֖לב וְּד ָ ֽבשׁ׃
2. What about produce not grown in the earth?
Babylonian Talmud Menachot 84b

ת ני ח ד א ש ב ג ג ו ש ב ח ור ב ה ש ב ע צ י ץ ו ש ב ס פ ינ ה מ ב י א וק ור א ו ת ני א א י ד ך מ ב י א ו א ינו ק ור א
It is taught in one baraita*: With regard to produce that grew on a roof, or that grew in a ruin, or that grew in a
flowerpot, or that grew on a ship, the owner brings it to the Temple and recites [the accompanying passage of
thanks to God]. And it is taught in another baraita with regard to such fruits: The owner brings them but does not
recite [the accompanying passage].
*baraita: a rabbinic teaching from the Tannaitic era, between 0-200 CE
●

What might be one reason FOR the recitation? What might be one reason AGAINST?

3. Resolution

ע צ יץ א ע צ יץ ל א ק ש יא כ א ן ב נק וב ה כ א ן ב ש א ינו נק וב ה
There is no contradiction between the two baraitot rulings regarding the flowerpot. The first baraita (stating the
passage is recited) is referring to a perforated flowerpot (a situation where the produce is able to draw
nourishment from the soil beneath it), whereas the second baraita (stating that the passage is not recited), is
referring to an unperforated flowerpot.

4. Closing
What are ways you are reaching out your roots to nourishing soil in these times of greater isolation?
What is the soil that nourishes you?

