
And our teacher Rabbi Dov Ber (The Maggid of Mezeritch) of blessed memory 

(commented) as it states (in the same page in the Gemara) “the torch is a light 

that shines backward (upon the whone holding it), and it �ickers.” 

This hints at the Creator, may He be blessed, Who has no end; and who can 

encompass its strength?  And of course, if God were to shed his light in accord 

with His Holiness, the world would seem as nothing before Him.  It is only that 

the Holy One withdraws / contracts both His presence and His holiness in 

accord with human abilities, so as to enable us to receive it.  And that is what 

the Gemara (above refers to) when it says “a light that shines 

backward,”  that is to say it is impossible to conceive of 

His Holiness, if only from behind, or perhaps in a 

roundabout way.  (may be referential of the verse in 

Exodus 33:23 “you shall see My back.”   And it �ickers.  

The Holiness does not �ow at once and constantly, but 

rather little by little, i.e. in a trickle, and at times it (the 

light) returns / re�ects.  And that is (the meaning of the 

aforementioned Midrash in its clari�cation of the verse in Vayikra) “You all 

shall be Holy like me.”  (The verse) is saying, you will not stand in My Holiness 

constantly, rather you will aspire to return from time to time, to be like Me.  

The text (of The Midrash) states “because I am Holy, (and) My holiness is 

greater than yours.”  And therefore one must be in the aspect of re�ected light 

(you cannot receive the (Divine) light directly because it would overwhelm 

you) so (this teaching) is to enable all of you to be in reception (of that light). 

whereas you on the other hand . . .

In Midrash Vayikra Rabba 24:9, 

(as it regards the verse Vayikra / 

Leviticus 19:2) “Speak unto the 

congregation of the children 

of Israel and say unto them, 

You all Shall be holy ”   (God 

questions) Can you be as holy 

as I am?  “because I the Lord 

your God am Holy.”  For my 

holiness is better than all of 

yours.  

And the Gemara in tractate 

Pesachim 8a states: Just as the 

righteous are comparable 

before the Divine Presence, 

they are comparable to (the 

singular �ame of ) a lamp  in 

the face of a torch. This 

statement indicates that the 

light of a torch is signi�cantly 

greater than that of a lamp, 

and consequently a torch 

should be more e�ective in 

the search for leaven. 
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