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בס"ד

Barukh Atah Adonai Eloheinu Melekh

HaOlam

Asher Kidshanu B'Mitzvotai V'Tzivanu

La'asok B'divrei Torah

La'asok B'divrei Torah

Hafokh Bah V'Hafokh Bah

La'asok B'divrei Torah.

ָּברּו� ַאָּתה ה' ֱא�קינּו ֶמֶל� ָהעֹוָלם ֲאֶׁשר
ִקְּדָׁשנּו ְּבִמְצֹוָתיו ְוִצָּונּו ַלֲעסֹוק ְּבִדְבֵרי
תֹוָרה ַלֲעסֹוק ְּבִדְבֵרי תֹוָרה הפוך בה

והפוך בה ַלֲעסֹוק ְּבִדְבֵרי תֹוָרה.

"I just want to point out something I'd never really thought about before I started

working on this story. And that is, it's really hard to account for your time, in a detailed

way, I mean. 

 

How'd you get to work last Wednesday, for instance? Drive? Walk? Bike? Was it raining?

Are you sure? Did you go to any stores that day? If so, what did you buy? Who did you

talk to? The entire day, name every person you talked to. It's hard."

 

--Sarah Koenig, "Serial" Podcast

Genesis 24:17-27 בראשית כ״ד:י״ז-כ״ז
יִני  אֶמר ַהְגִמיִא֥ ּה ַוֹּי֕ ֶבד ִלְקָראָת֑ (יז) ַוָּי֥ ׇרץ ָהֶע֖

ה  אֶמר ְׁשֵת֣ �׃ (יח) ַוֹּת֖ ִים ִמַּכֵּדֽ ָנ֛א ְמַעט־ַמ֖
ּה  ּה ַעל־ָיָד֖ ֶרד ַּכָּד֛ ר ַוֹּת֧ י ַוְּתַמֵה֗ ֲאֹדִנ֑

ם  אֶמר ַּג֤ ל ְלַהְׁשֹק֑תֹו ַוֹּת֗ הּו׃ (יט) ַוְּתַכ֖ ַוַּתְׁש ֵקֽ
ת׃ (כ)  ד ִאם־ִּכּ֖לּו ִלְׁשֹּתֽ ב ַע֥ ִלְגַמֶּל֙י֙� ֶאְׁשָא֔

ׇרץ ֛עֹוד  ֶקת ַוָּת֥ ר ַּכָּדּ֙ה ֶאל־ַהֹּׁש֔ ר ַוְּתַע֤ ַוְּתַמֵה֗
יו׃  ב ְלׇכל־ְּגַמָּלֽ ב ַוִּתְׁשַא֖ ר ִלְׁשֹא֑ ל־ַהְּבֵא֖ ֶאֽ

ַעת  יׁש ָלַד֗ ּה ַמֲחִר֕ ה ָל֑ יׁש ִמְׁשָּתֵא֖ (כא) ְוָהִא֥
י  א׃ (כב) ַוְיִה֗ יַח ה' ַּדְרּ֖כֹו ִאם־ֹלֽ ִהְצִל֧ ַהֽ

ח ָהִאיׁ֙ש  ר ִּכּ֤לּו ַהְּגַמִּלי֙ם ִלְׁשּ֔תֹות ַוִּיַּק֤ ַּכֲאֶׁש֨

֙ ׁש ל ׁש ֔

(17) The servant ran toward her and said, 

“Please, let me sip a little water from your 

jar.” (18) “Drink, my lord,” she said, and she 

quickly lowered her jar upon her hand and 

let him drink. (19) When she had let him 

drink his fill, she said, “I will also draw for 

your camels, until they finish drinking.” (20) 

Quickly emptying her jar into the trough, 

she ran back to the well to draw, and she 

drew for all his camels. (21) The man, 

meanwhile, stood gazing at her, silently 

wondering whether Adonai had made his 

errand successful or not. (22) When the 
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ַקע ִמְׁשָק֑לֹו ּוְׁשֵנ֤י ְצִמיִדי֙ם  ב ֶּב֖  ֶזם ָזָה֔ ֶנ֣
אֶמר֙  ֹ֙ ם׃ (כג) ַוּי ב ִמְׁשָקָלֽ ה ָזָה֖ יָה ֲעָׂשָר֥ ַעל־ָיֶד֔
י�  י ֲהֵיׁ֧ש ֵּבית־ָאִב֛ א ִל֑ יִדי ָנ֖ ְּת ַהִּג֥ י ַא֔ ַּבת־ִמ֣

יו  אֶמר ֵאָל֔ ין׃ (כד) ַוֹּת֣ נּו ָלִלֽ ָמ֥קֹום ָל֖
ה  ר ָיְלָד֖ ה ֲאֶׁש֥ ִכי ֶּבן־ִמְלָּכ֕ ל ָאֹנ֑ ַּבת־ְּבתּוֵא֖

ֶבן  יו ַּגם־ֶּת֥ אֶמר ֵאָל֔ ְלָנֽחֹור׃ (כה) ַוֹּת֣
נּו ַּגם־ָמ֖קֹום ָלֽלּון׃ (כו)  ב ִעָּמ֑ ַּגם־ִמְסּ֖פֹוא ַר֣

אֶמר ָּב֤רּו�  ה'׃ (כז) ַוֹּי֗ חּו ַלֽ יׁש ַוִּיְׁשַּת֖ ד ָהִא֔ ַוִּיֹּק֣
ב  א־ָעַז֥ ר ֹלֽ ֶׁש֠ ם ֲא֠ י ַאְבָרָה֔ ה' ֱא�ֵק֙י ֲאֹדִנ֣

ִני  ֶר֙� ָנַח֣ י ַּבֶּד֙ י ָאֹנִכ֗ ם ֲאֹדִנ֑ ַחְסּ֛דֹו ַוֲאִמּ֖תֹו ֵמִע֣
י׃ י ֲאֹדִנֽ ית ֲאֵח֥ ה' ֵּב֖

camels had finished drinking, the man took 

a gold nose-ring weighing a half-shekel, and 

two gold bands for her arms, ten shekels in 

weight. (23) “Pray tell me,” he said, “whose 

daughter are you? Is there room in your 

father’s house for us to spend the night?” 

(24) She replied, “I am the daughter of 

Betuel the son of Milcah, whom she bore to 

Nahor.” (25) And she went on, “There is 

plenty of straw and feed at home, and also 

room to spend the night.” (26) The man 

bowed low in homage to Adonai (27) And 

said, “Blessed be Adonai, the God of my 

master Avraham’s [house], who has not 

withheld steadfast faithfulness from my 

master. For I have been guided on my 

errand by Adonai, to the house of my 

master’s kin.”

Genesis 24:33-34 בראשית כ״ד:ל״ג-ל״ד
אֶמ֙ר  ֹ֙ ל ַוּי ם] ְלָפָני֙ו ֶלֱאֹכ֔ (לג) (ויישם) [ַוּיּוַׂש֤

אֶמר  י ַוֹּי֖ ְרִּתי ְּדָבָר֑ ד ִאם־ִּדַּב֖ ל ַע֥ א ֹאַכ֔ ֹל֣
ִכי׃ ם ָאֹנֽ ֶבד ַאְבָרָה֖ ר ֶע֥ ר׃ (לד) ַוֹּיאַמ֑ ַּדֵּבֽ

(33) But when food was set before him, he 

said, “I will not eat until I have told my 

tale.” He said, “Speak, then.” (34) “I am 

Abraham’s servant,” he began.

Genesis 24:45-49 בראשית כ״ד:מ״ה-מ״ט
ה  י ְוִהֵּנ֨ ר ֶאל־ִלִּב֗ ה ְלַדֵּב֣ ֶרם ֲאַכֶּל֜ (מה) ֲאִני֩ ֶט֨

ֶרד  ּה ַוֵּת֥ ּה ַעל־ִׁשְכָמ֔ ה ֹיֵצא֙ת ְוַכָּד֣ ִרְב ָק֤
א׃  יִני ָנֽ יָה ַהְׁש ִק֥ ר ֵאֶל֖ ב ָוֹאַמ֥ ְיָנה ַוִּתְׁשָא֑ ָהַע֖
אֶמר  יָה ַוֹּת֣ ָעֶל֔ ר ַוּ֤תֹוֶרד ַּכָּדּ֙ה ֵמֽ (מו) ַוְּתַמֵה֗

ם  ְׁשְּת ְוַג֥ ה ָוֵא֕ י� ַאְׁש ֶק֑ ה ְוַגם־ְּגַמֶּל֖ ְׁשֵת֔
ּה  ל ֹאָת֗ ָתה׃ (מז) ָוֶאְׁשַא֣ ים ִהְׁש ָקֽ ַהְּגַמִּל֖
אֶמר ַּבת־ְּבתּוֵא֙ל  י ַאְּת֒ ַוֹּת֗ ָוֹאַמ֮ר ַּבת־ִמ֣
ם  ה ָוָאִׂש֤ ְלָדה־ּ֖לֹו ִמְלָּכ֑ ר ָיֽ ֶּבן־ָנ֔חֹור ֲאֶׁש֥

יָה׃ (מח)  ים ַעל־ָיֶדֽ ּה ְוַהְּצִמיִד֖ ֶז֙ם ַעל־ַאָּפ֔ ַהֶּנ֙
� ֶאת־ה' ֱא�ֵק֙י  ה ַלה' ָוֲאָבֵר֗ ֖ ֶאְׁשַּתֲחוֶ ֽ ד וָ ָוֶאֹּק֥

ת  ֶר� ֱאֶמ֔ ִנ֙י ְּבֶד֣ ר ִהְנַח֙ ם ֲאֶׁש֤ י ַאְבָרָה֔ ֲאֹדִנ֣
י ִלְבֽנֹו׃ (מט)  י ֲאֹדִנ֖ ַחת ֶאת־ַּבת־ֲאִח֥ ָל ַק֛
ת  ֱאֶמ֛ ֽ ֶסד וֶ ים ֶח֧ ם ֹעִׂש֜ ה ִאם־ֶיְׁשֶכ֨ ַעָּת֠ ְו֠

֔ל ֹל֕ ל ֹ

(45) I had scarcely finished praying in my 

heart, when Rivkah came out with her jar 

on her shoulder, and went down to the 

spring and drew. And I said to her, ‘Please 

give me a drink.’ (46) She quickly lowered 

her jar and said, ‘Drink, and I will also 

water your camels.’ So I drank, and she also 

watered the camels. (47) I inquired of her, 

‘Whose daughter are you?’ And she said, 

‘The daughter of Betuel, son of Nahor, 

whom Milcah bore to him.’ And I put the 

ring on her nose and the bands on her arms.

(48) Then I bowed low in homage to Adonai 

and blessed Adonai, the God of my master 

Avraham’s [house], who led me on the right 

way to get the daughter of my master’s 

brother for his son. (49) And now, if you 

mean to treat my master with true kindness, 
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י  ידּו ִל֔ א ַהִּג֣ י ְוִאם־ֹל֕ ידּו ִל֑ י ַהִּג֣ ֶאת־ֲאֹדִנ֖
אל׃ ין ֥אֹו ַעל־ְׂשֹמֽ ְוֶאְפֶנ֥ה ַעל־ָיִמ֖

tell me; and if not, tell me also, that I may 

turn right or left.”

Rashi on Genesis 24:47 רש"י על בראשית כ״ד:מ״ז
(א) ואשאל. ואשם. ִׁשָּנה ַהֵּסֶדר, ֶׁשֲהֵרי 

הּוא ְּתִחָּלה ָנַתן ְוַאַחר ָּכ� ָׁשַאל, ֶאָּלא 
ֶׁשֹּלא ִיְתְּפׂשּוהּו ִּבְדָבָריו ְוֹיאְמרּו ַהֵאי� ָנַתָּת 

ָלּה ַוֲעַדִין ֵאיְנ� יֹוֵדַע ִמי ִהיא:

 ... AND I ASKED HER ואשאל...ואשם (1)

AND I PUT THE RING —He changed 

the order of proceedings for in fact he had 

first given the presents and afterwards 

questioned her. But he did this in order that 

they should not catch him by his own words 

and say, "How could you give her anything 

when you did not yet know who she was!" 

Or HaChaim on Genesis 24:47 אור החיים על בראשית כ״ד:מ״ז
(א) ואשאל אותה ואשים וגו'. שינה 

לחששת רמאותם כי יאמרו שנתן 
החפצים קודם לצד מה ששמשתו, והם 
נוגעים לאביה, לזה הקדים כי לא נתן 

אלא אחר שידע היותה בת בתואל 
שראויה ליצחק נתן לה בחזקת תכשיטי 

כלה לחתן ואין לאביה זכות בהם:

 I" .ואשאל אותה…ואשים הנזם על אפה  (1)

asked her….and put the ring on her 

nose." He changed the sequence of events 

in his report so that Lavan and his father in 

their craftiness should not be able to claim 

these trinkets as belonging to Betuel since 

Rivkah had obtained them as reward for 

services rendered. If, however, Rivkah had 

obtained the jewelry only after she had 

identified herself as the daughter of Betuel, 

it was clear that they were meant to effect 

the betrothal between her and Yitzhak, her 

father not being able to claim them as 

belonging to him.

Consider the source:

Who is

the man  / יׁש  ָהִא֥

the servant / ֶבד ָהֶע֖
???

Genesis 18:2 בראשית י״ח:ב׳
ים  ה ֲאָנִׁש֔ ְרא ְוִהֵּנ֙ה ְׁש�ָׁש֣ א ֵעיָני֙ו ַוַּי֔ (ב) ַוִּיָּׂש֤
ַתח  ְרא ַוָּי֤ ׇרץ ִלְקָראָת֙ם ִמֶּפ֣ יו ַוַּי֗ ים ָעָל֑ ִנָּצִב֖

ְרָצה׃ חּו ָאֽ ֶהל ַוִּיְׁשַּת֖ ָהֹא֔

(2) Looking up, he saw three figures 

standing near him. Perceiving this, he ran 

from the entrance of the tent to greet them 

and, bowing to the ground,
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Genesis 18:3 בראשית י״ח:ג׳
אִתי ֵח֙ן  א ָמָצ֤ ר אדושם ִאם־ָנ֨ (ג) ַוֹּיאַמ֑

�׃ ל ַעְבֶּדֽ ר ֵמַע֥ א ַתֲעֹב֖ י� ַאל־ָנ֥ ְּבֵעיֶנ֔
(3) He said, “My lords! If it please you, do 

not go on past your servant.

Genesis 32:25 בראשית ל״ב:כ״ה
ק ִאיׁ֙ש ִעּ֔מֹו  ב ְלַבּ֑דֹו ַוֵּיָאֵב֥ ר ַיֲעֹק֖ (כה) ַוִּיָּוֵת֥

ַחר׃ ד ֲע֥לֹות ַהָּׁשֽ ַע֖
(25) Yaakov was left alone. And a figure 

wrestled with him until the break of dawn.

Genesis 27:37 בראשית כ״ז:ל״ז
יר  ן ְּגִב֞ ו ֵה֣ אֶמר ְלֵעָׂש֗ ק ַוֹּי֣ ַען ִיְצָח֜ (לז) ַוַּי֨

ים  ִּתי לֹ֙ו ַלֲעָבִד֔ יו ָנַת֤ יו ָל֙� ְוֶאת־ׇּכל־ֶאָח֗ ַׂשְמִּת֥
ה  ה ֵא֔פֹוא ָמ֥ יו ּוְלָכ֣ ׁש ְסַמְכִּת֑  ן ְוִתיֹר֖ ְוָדָג֥

י׃ ה ְּבִנֽ ֱעֶׂש֖ ֶאֽ

(37) Yitzhak answered, saying to Esav, “But I 

have made him master over you: I have 

given him all his brothers for servants, and 

sustained him with grain and wine. What, 

then, can I still do for you, my son?”

Genesis 15:2 בראשית ט״ו:ב׳
י  ם אדושם ה' ַמה־ִּתֶּתן־ִל֔ אֶמר ַאְבָר֗ (ב) ַוֹּי֣
י ֖הּוא  ֶׁשק ֵּביִת֔ י ּוֶבן־ֶמ֣ � ֲעִריִר֑ י הֹוֵל֣ ְוָאֹנִכ֖

ֶזר׃ ֶׂשק ֱאִליֶעֽ ַּדֶּמ֥

(2) But Avram said, “O lord Adonai, what 

can You give me, seeing that I shall die 

childless, and the one in charge of my 

household is Dammesek Eliezer!”

Genesis 24:2-4 בראשית כ״ד:ב׳-ד׳
ן ֵּבי֔תֹו  ם ֶאל־ַעְבּדֹ֙ו ְז ַק֣ אֶמר ַאְבָרָה֗ (ב) ַוֹּי֣

ַחת  א ָיְד֖� ַּת֥ ים־ָנ֥ ל ְּבׇכל־ֲאֶׁשר־֑לֹו ִׂשֽ ַהֹּמֵׁש֖
ִים  י ַהָּׁשַמ֔ ה' ֱא� ֵק֣ יֲע֔� ַּבֽ י׃ (ג) ְוַאְׁשִּב֣ ְיֵרִכֽ

י  ח ִאָּׁש֙ה ִלְבִנ֔ א־ִתַּק֤ ר ֹלֽ ֶרץ ֲאֶׁש֨ י ָהָא֑ א� ֵק֖ ֽ וֵ
ב ְּבִקְרּֽבֹו׃  י יֹוֵׁש֥ ר ָאֹנִכ֖ י ֲאֶׁש֥ ְּכַנֲעִנ֔ ִמְּבנֹו֙ת ַהֽ

� ְוָלַקְחָּת֥  י ֵּתֵל֑ י ְוֶאל־מֹוַלְדִּת֖ י ֶאל־ַאְרִצ֛ (ד) ִּכ֧
ק׃ י ְלִיְצָחֽ ה ִלְבִנ֥ ִאָּׁש֖

(2) And Avraham said to the senior servant 

of his household, who had charge of all that 

he owned, “Put your hand under my thigh 

(3) and I will make you swear by Adonai, the 

God of heaven and the God of the earth, 

that you will not take a wife for my son 

from the daughters of the Canaanites among 

whom I dwell, (4) but will go to the land of 

my birth and get a wife for my son Yitzhak.”

Questions for Reflection

 

1. Does the identity of the narrator -- the man/the servant/Eliezer -- affect the question

of intentionality of a switch up in the chronology in the recounting of the events? Could
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it be a question of memory, if, in fact, he is "only human"? Or would his humanness

perhaps be all the more reason that he would want to "control the narrative"?

 

2. Do his words from Beresheet 24:33, "I will not eat until I have told my tale", make 

you lean in one direction or another in terms of the question of memory or narrative 

intentionality accounting for the different chronologies? Why or why not?

 

3. Speaking of chronology, is this account included in Parashat Chayei Sarah merely

because of the larger chronology of events in our ancestral narrative and we can leave it

at that? Or, perhaps, can we learn something of the legacy of Sarah's life from these

events?

 

4. If we are to understand this as an intentional narrative adjustment on the part of the

man/the servant/Eliezer, how do we understand that choice? Are there times when we 

intentionally rearrange the chronology of events in our own lives when we are asked to 

recount events? Is this an example of something that is ok to do -- like a white lie, which 

our tradition says is sometimes acceptable -- or is this an example of something that we 

should not do, a lesson on how not to behave?
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