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Genesis 25:22

(22) But the children struggled in
her womb, and she said, “If so, why
do I exist?” She went to inquire of

God,

Rashi on Genesis 25:22

(4) AND SHE WENT TO
INQUIRE at the school of Shem.
(5) TO INQUIRE OF GOD, that
God might tell her what would
happen to her at the end.

Bereishit Rabbah 63:6

She went to inquire of God. But
were there synagogues and study
houses during that time? Rather,
she only went to the study house of
Shem and Ever. This teaches you
that any one who honorably
receives the face of an elder it is as
if she received the face of the
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Shekhina...””

Ramban on Genesis 25:22

She went to inquire of God. Rashi
said it was so that God would tell
her would would happen at the end.
But I only associate

drishah (inquiry) of God for prayer.
Like the language of (Psalms 34:5),
"I inquired of God and God
answered me." Or "Inquire of me,
and thus live." (Amos 5:4) Or "As 1
live, I will not respond to your
inquiry." (Ezekiel 20:3)...

Exodus 18:15

(15) Moses replied to his
father-in-law, “It is because the

people come to me to inquire of
God.

Haamek Davar on Exodus 18:15

It is because the people come..
The Ramban interpreted this well,
for Moshe responded that 3 matters
fell upon him. But what the
Ramban wrote, that the meaning of
seeking/inquiring of god

is tefilah/prayer is not the case. It
is, rather, how I explained it in
Breishit 25:22, which is that it is
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only a request of the prophet to
know what the end of the matter
will be.

Haamek Davar on Genesis 25:22

And she went to inquire of
God...The essence is how Rashi and
Rashbam interpreted it, which is to
ask the prophet what the will of
God is regarding the matter. And it
is not how the Ramban interpreted
it, as prayer. As I have explained in
Shemot 18:15. And it is also
proven right here. For had it been
prayer, she didn't need to go to a
different place, for Isaac's prayer
would have been received right
here. Rather, she went to inquire of
the prophet, who sees what is
obscured and hidden
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