Bible 101: An in-depth reading of the Bible through 21st
century eyes...for Jewish adults.

The Bible is the Jewish People’s greatest gift to humankind. We will
carefully and thoughtfully read selected Biblical texts to help explain how
the Bible has touched the souls of so many for so long. Hopefully, it will
enable us to find new personal meaning as well.

We will reveal the many “faces” of God that are presented in select Biblical
texts. We will explore seemingly contradictory Biblical narratives. We will
explain why stories of different Biblical personalities are so similar. We will
experience the complex relationships of Biblical families. We will read
segments of Biblical law codes. We will learn lessons from the triumph and
tragedy of the life of Moses. We will contrast the bold cries of anguish of
the Psalms with the poetically erotic expressions of the Song of Song, and
more.

Wednesdays, 11:00 am — 12:30 pm, beginning November 18, 2026.

Requirements: A Jewish Bible (not a Humash), a clear head, an open mind,
and a cup of coffee.



ADD PS 22, 44; SONG 6-7

SESSION 1 — Why two Creation accounts?

CH 1:

QUESTION: WHAT IS GOD’S NAME IN GEN 1:1-2:4a? GOD=ELOHIM
— P SOURCE. ELOHIM:

*NAME ELOHIM 1S MORE IMPERSONAL AND GENERIC, AND CAN BE
USED TO REFER TO OTHER GODS.

*ONE AND ONLY GOD. HENCE PLURAL FORM AND SINGULAR VERBS.
*GOD ALMIGHTY. EFFORTLESS CREATION AND ORDERING OF
UNIVERSE. TOV = “PLEASING, APPROPRIATE, IN WORKING ORDER,”
BUT AS YET INCOMPLETE, AND TOV ME’OD = ALL WORKING AS
PLANNED AND COMPLETED. PARALLEL WITH SHALOM =
COMPLETENESS, INTACTNESS; OPP RA — SEE IS 45:7.

*ONE AND ONLY GOD — ALL OTHER PAGAN-DEIFIED NATURAL
PHENOMENA ARE CREATURES OF OR UNDER CONTROL OF THE ONE
AND ONLY GOD.

*“THE SOLE PURPOSE OF GOD’S ACTIVITY? CONTRAST WITH PAGAN
MYTHS. WHAT MOTIVATED GOD TO ACT? WE CANNOT KNOW.
[MIDRASH: THE LETTER BET AT BEGINNING OF TORAH INSTEAD OF
ALEF — BLOCKS OUT OUR LOOKING BACK ]

*P PO.V. — EVERY ELEMENT OF CREATION TOUCHED BY GOD’S
POWER AND WILL — THEREFORE, EVERY ASPECT OF WORLD IS
CHARGED WITH SPARK OF DIVINE ENERGY: KEDUSHAH, THOUGH
NOT EXPLICITLY USED, UNTIL SEVENTH DAY (SEE BELOW)

*NO ROLE FOR HUMAN IN THIS PROCESS — GOD CREATES, HUMAN
WILL MAINTAIN.

*CULMINATION WITH PEOPLE, MALE AND FEMALE, PRODUCE OTHER
PEOPLE AND RULE — LIKE GOD, WHILE MALE AND FEMALE ARE
BOTH ATTRIBUTES OF AND CO-MINGLED IN THE SINGLE AND ONLY
GOD, THEY ARE SEPARATED AND REIFIED [CONCRETIZED] INTO TWO
VARIETIES OF HUMANS.



— SEVENTH DAY GOD CEASES. SACRED TIME CREATED. LATER TO BE
EMULATED BY HUMANS.

CH 2:

QUESTION: WHAT IS GOD’S NAME IN GEN 2:4b-3:24?

DNPN M — ADONAI-ELOHIM

— J SOURCE. ADONAI (YHVH) ELOHIM: [IN TORAH, ONLY IN THESE
CHAPTERS AND IN EX 9:30. ELLIOT FRIEDMAN NOTES: ELOHIM MAY
HAVE BEEN ADDED TO CONNECT WITH CH 1, TO BRIDGE TWO VASTLY
DIFFERENT CREATION ACCOUNTS. HE ALSO NOTES THAT WHILE
MASOR. TEXT OF EX 9:30 HAS D*NDX M, LXX DOES NOT HAVE
ELOHIM THERE.]

*USES GOD’S PERSONAL NAME — YHVH.

*J GOD IS MORE IMMANENT AND PERSONAL— NAME YHVH IS
UNIQUE TO GOD OF ISRAEL.

*P GOD IS MORE TRANSCENDENT AND LEAVES EARTH IN HANDS OF
HUMANS TO RULE (1:29).

*J GOD IS VERY MUCH MORE DOWN TO EARTH — ERETZ
V’SHAMAYIM. IN FACT, IN CH 2 J SOURCE SAYS NOTHING ABOUT THE
HEAVENS,

*P GOD IS HEAVEN FIRST AND EARTH SECOND ORIENTED —

1:1 SHAMAYIM VA-ARETZ. IN CH 1 P GOD BEGINS CREATION
PROCESS WITH UNIVERSAL LIGHT AND FIRMAMENT CALLED
SHAMAYIM. THEN, EARTH — SEPARATING LAND AND WATER, THEN
HEAVENLY BODIES, THEN LAST PART STRICTLY EARTH FOCUS. BUT IN
2:4a SHAMAYIM VA-ARETZ REAPPEARS TO FRAME AND CONCLUDE
THE P CREATION ACCOUNT.

*THE GOD OF J HAS MORE HUMAN-LIKE QUALITIES THAN THE GOD
OF P:

*J GOD IS YATZAR=MOLDS A HUMAN AND ANIMALS OUT OF SOIL (2:7,
19), NATA=PLANTS A GARDEN (2:8), BANAH=BUILDS A WOMAN (2:22)
— VERBS MUCH ASSOCIATED WITH HUMAN ACTIVITY.



*P GOD ACTS MORE ABSTRACTLY: SPEAKS=AMAR, MAKES,
DOES=ASA. CREATES=BARA — IN ALL OF BIBLE, BARA IS ONLY USED
RE GOD. J HERE DOES NOT EVEN USE BARA.

*OTHER HUMAN-LIKE QUALITIES IN J GOD:

*J GOD NEEDS A PARTNER IN CREATING THE WORLD — THE HUMAN
(2:5). AS NOTED, P GOD DOES EVERYTHING ALONE.

*J GOD EMPOWERS HUMAN TO NAME ANIMALS (2:19); AND ADAM
NAMES HIS WIFE EVE (3:20).

*P GOD DOES THE NAMING (1;5, 8, 10).

*J GOD IS SENSITIVE TO HUMAN’S LONELINESS (2:18), AND
NAKEDNESS — AFTER THEY ARE PUNISHED BY EXPULSION FROM
GARDEN (3:21). P GOD IS EMOTIONLESS.

*J GOD MAKES TWO MISTAKES: 1) MAKES HUMAN ALONE — LO TOV
[INAPPROPRIATE] (2:18); 2) MAKES ANIMALS AS HUMAN’S
COMPANIONS — LO MATZA EZER (2;20).

*P GOD’S WORK IS FLAWLESS (TOV, TOV ME’OD).

*J GOD IS NOT IN TOTAL CONTROL: 1) MIST AND RIVER EMERGE ON
THEIR OWN (2:6,1); SNAKE AND HUMAN DISOBEDIENCE (CH. 3).

*P GOD IS IN CONTROL OF EVERYTHING.

*J GOD IS A-SPIRITUAL — NO RELIGIOUS ACTIVITY.

*P GOD IS NOTABLY SPIRITUAL — BLESSES AND SANCTIFIES (1;22,28;
2:3, INCLUDING ONE OF THE SEMINAL JEWISH SPIRITUAL JEWISH
RITUALS — SHABBAT).

— ONE SEEMING EXCEPTION RE P AND HUMAN-LIKE ACTIVITY:
M’LAKHAH (2:2-3). THIS IS USED IN BIBLE IN REGARD TO HIMAN
ACTIVITY. WHAT IS MEANING OF THE WORD? PURPOSEFUL CREATIVE
ACTIVITY. CLEARLY, EXPENDITURE OF ENERGY IS NOT THE ISSUE —
GOD DOES NOT LABOR LABORIOUSLY, GOD DOES NOT BURN A LOT
OF CALORIES. THE TERM IS USED ONLY IN THIS SEGMENT OF THE
ACCOUNT — RE GOD CEASING THIS KIND OF ACTIVITY ON THE
SEVENTH DAY, AND THE SANCTIFYING OF THAT DAY. SHAVAT MEANS
TO CEASE, NOT TO REST. IN FACT, IN THE TORAH — BY A6 TO 1
RATIO, THE WORD M’LAKHAH REFERS TO TWO GOD RELATED




ACTIVITIES: BUILDING THE TABERNACLE AND CESSATION OF WORK
ON SHABBAT AND HAGIM. IN A NUMBER OF INSTANCES, RE SHABBAT,
THAT CESSATION IS INTENDED TO BE AS IMITATIO DEI — YOU CEASE
LABORING BECAUSE CEASED LABORING. SO, IT IS CLEAR THAT THE
PARADIGM FOR HOLY DAY WORK CESSATION IS GEN 2:2-3. AND THE
REFERENCES TO TABERNACLE WORK IS HIGHLY SPECIALIZED AND
FOR THE SAKE OF GOD — IT IS HIGHEST LEVEL OF PURPOSEFUL
CREATIVE ACTIVITY. BUT IT IS ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF GOD, AND
IT IS TO BE DONE WITH THE SAME KIND OF PERFECTION SEEN IN
GOD’S CREATION IN GEN 1. SO, YES, THIS IS A TERM THAT IS
ASSOCIATED WITH HUMAN ACTIVITY, BUT IT IS HUMANS EMULATING
GOD, NOT GOD’S ACTIVITY DEFINED IN HUMAN TERMS. ALSO, P AND
D — REFLECTING STRONG PRIESTLY INFLUENCE — ARE THE
SOURCES IN WHICH THE TERM M’LAKHAH IS FOUND. P AND H ARE
CLEARLY PRIESTLY. ANUMBER OF THE NAMES ASSOCIATED WITH
THE BROAD D INFLUENCE, ARE PRIESTS: HILKIYAHU, JEREMIAH,
EZEKIEL, AND EZRA.

SO WHY TWO CREATION ACCOUNTS? WHAT DO YOU THINK?

1. ASSUME THE REDACTORS OF TORAH REALIZED THAT THEY WERE
WORKING WITH TWO VERY DIFFERENT ACCOUNTS.

2. AFTER 722 AND 586 CATASTROPHES A COLLATING OF DIFFERENT
SACRED ISRAELITE TEXTS TOOK PLACE. AFTER 722
NORTHERNERS FLOCKED INTO THE SOUTH, AND THEY AND THEIR
TRADITIONS HAD TO BE MELDED INTO SOUTHERN SOCIETY.
THEN, AFTER 586, IN BAVEL AND LATER IN JERUSALEM, FOR THE
SAKE OF PRESERVING SACRED TRADITIONS AND ESTABLISHING A
UNIVERSALLY ACCEPTED AUTHORIZED SACRED LIBRARY SO A
SOCIETY COULD BE REBUILT IN YAHUD, THE TORAH WAS FINALLY
REDACTED. CONTRADICTION WAS LESS IMPORTANT THAN
PRESERVATION OF SOURCES — ALL OF WHICH, BY THEN, WERE
DEEMED HOLY. IT WOULD BE THE JOB OF SUCCEEDING
GENERATIONS TO FINDING MEANING IN THE CONTRADICTIONS
AND DUPLICATION THAT RESULTED.



3. VIEWING CONTRADICTION AS BROADENING THE SCOPE OF
MEANING. THAT IS WHAT MIDRASH ACCOMPLISHED. SO GEN 1
AND 2 WERE VIEWED AS COMPLEMENTING ONE ANOTHER. AND
RE THE NATURE OF GOD, SINCE MONOTHEISM BY THEN WAS
HARDWIRED INTO THE SOUL OF THE PEOPLE, THE NOTION THAT
GOD TO ENCOMPASSES DISPARATE QUALITIES BECAME THE
NORM.

4. BEST EXAMPLE: ISAIAH 45:7 —

AVTYNZY IDYT D JURN DTN 1K ODAT,TIY PN M I 1

N2 IR AN T TV PR, M X TYY2,DIN-D ,N2YRM wny-nimn

NIN-D2 NPV ,MN? KX ;Y1 N2 DIdY Ny ,Twn

| am the LORD and there is none else; Beside Me, there is no god. | engird
you, though you have not known Me, 6. So that they may know, from east
to west, That there is none but Me. | am the LORD and there is none else,

7. | form light and create darkness, | make weal [WELL BEING] and create
woe [SUFFERING]— | the LORD do all these things.

Nevertheless, perhaps the only vestige of religious interaction during this period appears
in Isaiah 40—48. There, the prophet addresses Cyrus as god’s “anointed one,” who will
exact vengeance from the Babylonian conquerors of Judea. The prophet also launches
into a lesson about the Jewish god’s cosmic powers. A couple of decades after the
discovery of the Cyrus cylinder, Second Isaiah’s“Cyrus Oracle” was profitably compared
with the text of the Cylinder (Kittel 1898). Over half a century later, Morton Smith
(1963) suggested that both the Cylinder and Oracle were based on an attempt of Persian
propagandists to convince Babylonian Marduk worshipers and Judeans of the divine
sanction of Cyrus’ conquests. Smith further suggested a relationship between the
language, style, and tone of this section of Isaiah and a number of strophes in the
Gathas**, in particular Yasna 44. Smith’s parallels are too many to consider here, but one
noteworthy verse that may have addressed Iraniandualism is Isaiah 45:7: “I form light
and create darkness. I make weal and create woe — I Yahweh do all these things” (Smith
1963: 419420, contra Weinfeld 1968: 120-126). Given the provenance, dating, and
nature of the Gathas and Second Isaiah, an organic link between these two works is out of
the question. Still, it may be possible to think of Isaiah 45 as a kind of early Jewish
intersection with and reaction to Achaemenid Zoroastrianism concerning the
powers of Yahweh versus Zoroastrian dualism.

*RE GATHAS The Gathas, consist of seventeen hymns composed by the great

poet-prophet Zarathushtra around 1200 BC. Zoroastrianim, based on teachings



of Zarathushtra, served as the state religion of the ancient Iranian empires for
more than a millennium, from around 600 BCE to 650 CE.

A DIFFERENT POV: BABYLONIAN MARDUK REVIVAL.TAKES PLACE
AFTER PERSIAN CONQUEST CA 540 BCE. CYRUS ALLOWS DIFFERENT
CULTS TO BE RE-ESTABLISHED IN THEIR TEMPLES SO GODS WILL
LOVE CYRUS IN RETURN FOR HIS LOVE OF THEM (INCLUDES
JERUSALEM TEMPLE). SEE XEROX OF ANET RE CYRUS DOC.
ANALYSIS OF BABYLONIAN MARDUK TEXTS SHOWS THAT ISAIAH IS
RESPONDING TO MARDUK BELIEFS, RATHER THAN
ZOROASTRIANISM.

TELL STORY OF JPA 8TH GRADE AND TWO CONCEPTS OF GOD.

SEE PAGE 7 FOR SESSION #2

SESSION 2 — How many floods did Noah experience?
BEFORE WE COME TO THE FLOOD, WE MUST FIRST BRIEFLY
STUDY TWO BIBLICAL PASSAGES — KEEPING IN MIND THAT
TWO EGREGIOUS HUMAN SINS HAVE ALREADY BEEN
COMMITTED: 1. EVE AND ADAM ATE FORBIDDEN FRUIT;

2. CAIN KILLED ABEL.
FIRST WE WILL LOOK AT GEN 5:28-32 —
NIPM DI 12,70 ;NIY NNN MY DINYA DAY ,IRY-"NM ND
NNTRD-N AT NAXYM IVYAN NN NF 0K, M NMY-NN,
(THIS IS J, PLACED HERE BY R) .mi1» M1IN WK




NND YUNM ,MIY DY vnn ,M-NX 1710 NN ,7n2-nn 5
MY DWW VY ,IN2-M0-22 ) RD NI L0032 T Y
MNN YNN-12,M-"NM1 2% .NnN1 ;NIY MNR Yaes
N9-NNX1 DN-NX DY-NX , M) TN ;MY
NOAH IS BORN TO LEMEKH, ACC TO TEXT, NAME DERIVED
FROM HEB NAHEM — TO CAUSE A CHANGE OF FEELING, TO
COMFORT. BUT IN REALITY, NOAH COMES FROM NAHAH —
TO REST. HERE IT MEANS THAT NOAH WILL BRING ABOUT A
CHANGE IS FEELING — A COMFORT FROM THE PAIN — axy
— OF MANUEL LABOR WORKING THE LAND YHVH HAS m11X
— CURSED. LEMEKH, A SELF-ABSORBED PERSON, THINKS
HIS SON WILL BE A REDEEMER FROM PAIN, OVERCOMING
THE WILL OF GOD WHO CURSED THE LAND AS PUNISHMENT
FOR A GRAVE SIN SEE GEN 3:17 (J) nnTXn n1IX. LEMEKH
WAS HALF RIGHT: NOAH WOULD BE A SOURCE OF MAJOR
COMFORT IN THE SENSE THAT HE WOULD BE RESPONSIBLE
FOR SAVING THE WORLD FROM PERMANENT DESTRUCTION
AS PER THE WILL OF GOD, BECAUSE HE WAS A RIGHTEOUS
PERSON (P), NOT AS A REBEL AGAINST THE DIVINE WILL —
A MAN WHO FOUND FAVOR IN GOD’S EYES (J).
NOW LET’S LOOK AT GEN 6:1-4 —
NI 2 .02 1T, NN NNTRD 119-OY 112 ,DTND DNN-2 MM N
02N , D) D2 MNP ;NN N2V 2, DTRD NI-NX DNONN-)2
NIN ,DaY1 ,02V2 DTN2 M1 11T-NXD ,MmnN? MMN1 A AN WK
DM ,YIN P D29IN T *MY DMy nRn i ;2
D220, DIND NII-OX DNDKD 112 IND WK 12-10K DAY, D00
DYN WIN ,DYN WK D120 NN

**MOSES IS THE FIRST AND ONLY PERSON IN THE BIBLE TO
LIVE 120 YEARS. ABE DIED AT 175, ISAAC AT 180, JACOB AT



147, JOSEPH AT 110, JOSHUA AT 110, DAVID AT 70. PS 90:10
— MY DNV N712)2 DX ,MY DWaY DN nav-n.

DN1PXN-122 DOES NOT MEAN “SONS OF YHVH”. IT COULD
MEAN CHILDREN OF THE GODS, OF THE HOST OF SUB-
GODS SURROUNDING YHVH, AND THUS BE ANOTHER
VESTIGE OF ANCIENT PAGAN MYTHOLOGY. OR IT COULD BE
A REFERENCE TO CHILDREN OF ANGELS — NOT DEITIES —
WHO SURROUNDED GOD. OR IT COULD BE A USE OF BANIM
NOT AS CHILDREN BUT MEMBERS OF THE HEAVENLY
COHORT — THE ANGELS THEMSELVES. SAME USAGE AS
B’NAI HA-NEVIIM, LITERALLY “SONS OF THE PROPHETS,”
BUT MEANING THE “BROTHERHOOD OF PROPHETS.” THE
POINT IS THE DOMAIN OF Dn>xn-12 IS HEAVEN, AND THEY
DO NOT BELONG ON EARTH. THEY CROSSED A LINE AND
ENGAGED IN AN ILLEGITIMATE CO-MINGLING WITH EARTHLY
CREATURES FOR LUSTFUL REASONS. THE SEPARATION
BETWEEN HEAVEN AND EARTH WAS COMPROMISED. ONLY
ONE POWER CAN MAKE EXCEPTIONS TO THE RULE OF
SEPARATION: GOD, AND HE DOES IT TWICE WHEN HE TAKES
A HUMAN ALIVE UP TO HEAVEN: HANOKH, GEN 5:24 —
DNON NN NPY-2 1K1 ;D NOXD-NX 7N 190071, AND
ELIJAH, 2K 2:11 — wiX-127 M3 ;027 7150 D250 Npn ;"M
D'RYD ,NYDA ANIK ,OVM ;D0MY 1317197 WK "DIDL.

SO HERE WE HAVE YET ANOTHER GRAVE SIN, ACTUALLY
PERPETRATED BY WILLFUL HEAVENLY CREATURES. BUT IT
ADDED TO THE CORRUPTION THAT HUMANS HAD INITIATED.
IT INTRODUCED “MISCHLINGS” INTO THE HUMAN



POPULATION WHO WERE POWERFUL AND MADE A NAME
FOR THEMSELVES. NOT A GOOD THING. (SEE IN PAGES,
BIBLE MISC: “SONS OF GOD GEN 6:1-4”; TWO ARTICLES.

| TEND TO DISAGREE WITH HENDEL'S FINAL READING, BUT IT
AND THE NEWER PIECE ARE BOTH GOQOD.)

CONTEXT: NOAH AND UTNAPISHTIM AND THEIR FLOODS.
The table below presents a comparison of the main aspects of
the two accounts of the flood as presented in the Book of
Genesis and in the Epic of Gilgamesh. Gilgamesh was a hero in
ancient Mesopotamian mythology, and the protagonist of the
Epic of Gilgamesh, an epic poem written in Akkadian during
the late 2nd millennium BC. He was also most likely a historical
king of the Sumerian city-state of Uruk, who was posthumously
deified. His rule probably would have taken place sometime
between 2800 and 2500 BC, though he became a major figure in
Sumerian legend during the Third Dynasty of Ur (c.2112 — ¢.2004
BC). Gilgamesh and Utnapishtim are good guys who become
entwined in gods-related matters.

NOAH UTNAPISHTIM
Extent of flood @ Global Global
Cause Man's Man's sins
Intended for All mankind One city & all
Sender Yahweh Assembly of
Name of hero  Noah Utnapishtim

Hero's Righteous Righteous
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Means of Direct from God In a dream
Ordered to Yes Yes

Did hero Yes Yes

Height of boat  Several stories  Several
Compartments  Many Many

Doors One One
Windows At least one At least one
Outside coating Pitch Pitch

Shape of boat | Rectangular Square
Human Family members Family & few
Other All species of All species of
Means of flood Ground water & Heavy rain
Duration of Long (40 days & Short (6 days
Test to find land Release of birds Release of
Types of birds  Raven & three Dove,

Ark landing Mountain -- Mt.  Mountain --
Sacrificed after Yes, by Noah Yes, by
Blessed after Yes Yes
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AND SO WE HAVE NOAH AND THE FLOOD — BUT HOW MANY
FLOODS?

READ GEN 6-9 SEE XEROX — READ J FIRST AND SPECIFY
SEGMENTS THEY ARE TO READ, THEN READ P THE SAME
WAY, THEN ASK STUDENTS TO COMPARE AND CONTRAST
BASED ON THESE QUESTIONS:

1.

2.

*WHAT IS GOD’S NAME IN EACH OF THE ACCOUNTS?
J—YHVH P — ELOHIM

*WHY DOES GOD DECIDE TO BRING THE FLOOD?

J — HUMAN EVIL GREAT ON EARTH - 6:5.

P — THE EARTH WAS CORRUPT AND FULL OF

ROBBERY (BETTER: VIOLENCE K/B) - 6:11-13.

*WHO IS SPECIFICALLY AT FAULT? J — HUMANS - 6:5.

P — ALL FLESH - 6:12-13.

*WHAT CAN WE KNOW ABOUT GOD’S FEELINGS?

J — GOD REGRETTED CREATING HUMANS AND

GRIEVED IN HIS HEART - 6:6-7.

P — NOTHING.

*WHO WILL BE PUNISHED?

J — HUMANS AND ANIMALS - 6:7 (EXPLAIN —

DOMINANT HUMANS CAN INFECT OTHER CREATURES.

SEE JONAH 3:7-8 \RX1 1220 NRNam DTNRN.)

P — ALL FLESH, THEY WERE AT FAULT.

*WHAT IS THE PUNISHMENT?

J — nnnX | WILL BLOT OUT - 6:7.

P — on'nvn | AM DESTROYING THEM (PLAYING OFF

6:12 n'nyn-2 ,nnnw).
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. *WHY DOES GOD SPARE NOAH?

J — NOAH FOUND FAVOR IN GOD’S EYES AND FOUND
HIM TO BE RIGHTEOUS - 6:8, 7:1.
P — NOAH WAS FULLY RIGHTEOUS - 6:9

. *WHAT DO WE LEARN ABOUT THE STRUCTURE OF THE

ARK FROM EACH OF THE ACCOUNTS?
J — NOTHING.
P — EVERYTHING - 6:14-16.

. *WHICH ANIMALS ARE BROUGHT INTO THE ARK IN

EACH ACCOUNT?
J — 7 CLEAN, 2 OTHERS - 7:2-3
P — 2 OF ALL - 6:19-20

. *HOW MANY DAYS DO THE WATERS RISE IN EACH

ACCOUNT?
J—40-7:17-18
P — 150 - 7:24, 8:3b

. *HOW MANY DAYS DOES IT TAKE FOR THE WATERS TO

RECEDE IN EACH ACCOUNT?
J — 40+ - 8:3a, 6
P — 7+ MONTHS - 8:4-5, 13a, 14

. *WHAT BIRDS ARE SENT OUT IN EACH ACCOUNT AND

WHAT HAPPENS TO THEM?
J — DOVE, 3 TIMES
P — RAVEN, ONCE

. *HOW MANY DAYS TOTAL DID THE FLOOD LAST —

FROM BEGINNING OF RAIN ETC. UNTIL ARK WAS
EMPTIED?
J — 94: 40+40 (SEE ABOVE) +14 (TWO WEEKS BETWEEN

13



10.

DOVE RELEASES - 8:10-12)

P — 17TH DAY, SECOND MONTH, NOAH’S 600TH YEAR
-7:11, UNTIL 27TH DAY, SECOND MONTH, NOAH’S 601ST
YEAR - 8:14

*HOW DOES THE EXPERIENCE END IN EACH
ACCOUNT?

J — NOAH SACRIFICES; GOD PROMISES: EARTH NO
MORE CURSED, NO MORE DESTRUCTION OF LIFE AS
BEFORE, AND RETURN TO NORMAL NATURAL CYLCES
- 8:20-22

P — EAT MEAT, NO BLOOD; NO MURDER; COVENANT
OF RAINBOW AND NO MORE TOTAL DESTRUCTION

- 9:1-17.

SO THIS IS A REAL CUT AND PASTE JOB. WHY?

1.

EACH ACCOUNT HELD SANCTITY IN EYES OF
DIFFERENT COHORTS OF ISRAELITES — NECESSARY
TO BRING THEM TOGETHER.

EACH GIVES A DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVE OF HOW GOD
MANAGES THE SITUATION — FILLS OUT GOD CONCEPT
AGAIN SHOWING COMPLEXITY OF GOD AND, THUS
SUGGESTING WHY HUMANS CANNOT FULLY
COMPREHEND WHY GOD ACTS IN CERTAIN WAYS.
EACH PROVIDES INSIGHT INTO DIFFERENT WAYS
HUMANS AND ALL CREATURES CAN IMPACT LIFE ON
EARTH, WITH EMPHASIS ON THE IMPACT OF HUMAN
BEHAVIOR SINCE HUMANS CONSTITUTE THE
DOMINANT SPECIES.
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4. LAYS GROUNDWORK FOR THE BIBLICAL TRADITIONS
THAT FOLLOW: POWER OF GOD. GOD WILL REWARD
AND PUNISH. GOD MAY PUNISH BUT WILL NOT
UTTERLY DESTROY. NEED FOR LAW. FORERUNNER OF
ISRAELITE SACRIFICIAL CULT. END OF VEGANISM.
HUMAN MURDER BRINGS WITH IT CAPITAL
PUNISHMENT. GOD IS UNIVERSAL DEITY WHO HAS
RELATIONSHIP WITH ALL PEOPLE ON EATH (SEE AMOS,
JEREMIAH, EZEKIEL, ISAIAH, MALAKHI, ETC. RE GOD
AND OTHER NATIONS).

THE AFTERMATH —

9:18 ff - MORE TROUBLE: CURSE OF CANAAN SON OF HAM,
NOT ALL DESCENDANTS OF HAM

CH 10 NOAH FAMILY GENEALOGY

CH 11 THE TOWER OF BAVEL - MORE TROUBLE; FAMILY OF
FULL SHEM GENEALOGY, ENDING WITH ABE; TERAKH
TAKES FAMILY FROM UR TO HARAN.

CH 12 ABRAHAM - NEW HOPE

SESSION 3 — Were Abraham and Jacob monotheists,
monolatrists, henotheists, or polytheists? (To be explained.)
What about their descendants?

MONOTHEISM — THERE IS ONLY ONE GOD, AND NO OTHER
GODS EXIST — PERIOD, THAT IS THE GOD WE WORSHIP.
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MONALTRY — WE WORSHIP ONLY ONE GOD, BUT WE
RECOGNIZE THAT THERE ARE OTHER GODS WHOM WE MAY
NOT AND DO NOT WORSHIP (Greek: pévog [monos] = single,
and Aatpeia [latreia] = worship).

HENOTHEISM — WE WORSHIP THE SUPREME GOD, BUT WE
RECOGNIZE THERE ARE OTHER GODS, SOME OF WHOM
COMPRISE A PANTHEON OVER WHICH THE SUPREME GOD
RULES [E. G., ASHERAH, CONSORT OF YHVH] (from Greek
evocg 600 (henos theou), meaning 'of one god’).

POLYTHEISM — WE RECOGNIZE AND WORSHIP MULTIPLE
GODS.

THE TENSION WITHIN THIS TAXONOMY CAN BE SEEN IN
TWO CONSECUTIVE PSALMS, PS 95 AND 96 (KABBALAT
SHABBAT):
95:3 — :DMONR-22-0V ,01T 12M ,Min? 51Ty DX 2
96:4-5 — :DINPN-22-0Y ,N1N N1 ;TN 52101 MmN N1T) 2
MYY DY, M ;DMK DRYD MON-72 D
ALTER SUGGESTS THAT 95:3 AND 96:4 ARE OLDER NOTIONS
THAT WERE CARRIED FORWARD [JR: AND WHOSE LIGHT
WAS DIMINISHED], AND 96:5 BLOWS OUT THE CANDLE [JR
METAPHOR]. | SEE THIS AS EVIDENCE OF THE EVOLUTION
TOWARD ABSOLUTE MONOTHEISM.
THE CODES OF THE TORAH ARE CLEAR REGARDING
PAGAN OR PAGAN-LIKE PRACTICES:
EX 20:1-4 (DT 5:6-8)
,P0ON TN 1IN A NN NZXD DMAT0-22 NN ,DTON 12T N
DYDN 12 MN-ND 1DT2Y NAN D1YN YIND 1 ORYIN WX
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x-dictionary:r:'Greek_language?lang=en&signature=com.apple.DictionaryApp.Wikipedia'

D0W1 WK ,NNNN-701,5D9 12 NPYD-N7 A )3-5Y ,DMNK
YIND NDAN DA IWXI--NNHNN YIND WKL ,oYnRn.
DTN X2 ,DN2 MNDYN-KO T

EX 23:24
Y1 MM AND N MND-IN INIM L1192 ) IX0ND 12122 A
,DT2YN XDV DNNORY MNAYN-KD T2 "RTNIM ;DI NN
DNNI¥N 12WA 12W) ,DDI0N DN 12 :DNRWYNI NRYN K2)
MDD ;TRM-NN,INN2-NN 11 ,D0OX MY NIX ,DRTIVI NI
127N ,N200

LEV 26:1
N2aYn 12X ,022 1NPN-KD N1¥NI ODN ,09INK DI IWYN-NI N
MTON NN I 1D 5NV MNAYNY ,DIXIND 1NN KD
N IN NP OYTPM NYNR DNAY-NN 2

DT 16:21-22

TWN--TOON MM NATA ,O¥X 1YY-22 ,NIWK 19 YUN-ND N2
TPTON TN ,NIY WK, N0 70 D'PN-KO1 2D 12-Nyn

THE PATRIARCHS — TREES, ALTARS, STANDING STONES
ABRAHAM — TREES AND ALTARS:
GEN 12:6-7
™ ,1IY12T ;0N NON TV , D0V DIpn TV ,YIX2 , 012X 12y
NNTD YIND-NX AN VI, IR, DIAR-ON M RTLT Y IND;
2N NI MIN'2 ,Narn DY 1an

GEN 13:18
DYW-12"1 ;112032 TWN--NINN 119X 1Y N1 ,071AX DO m
N2 ,Namm

GEN 18:1
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:D10 DN ,ONRN-NN3Y AW X1 ;;NXINN MOKA ,MN MIN XM N

GEN 21:31-33
DMV ,3yaY) DY 12 :yay IN2--KIND DIPNR2 N1 ,12-DY ND
A2WM INIX-TYW 5291 ,79002K DR VAW IX]] 011101971 20
N DY2A--DY-NIPN YAy INIA DYN VDN 2D DAY YIN-DK,
D2 ON

ISAAC — BUILDS AN ALTAR IN BEER SHEVA:
GEN 26:23-25
AN, NINT 12122 ,MIN 2K N1 T2 YAy INa ,Den 9y ad
AT PRI 2N IAN-D ,NTH-ON AN DDAN TION 1IN
DY2 X171 ,NATN DY 121 N2 2TV DNIIN MY, JYN-NX
XD LPNN-TIY DYA11D0 00K, 0Y-D)
[A large horned altar was uncovered at the site in Beer Sheva. It
was reconstructed with several well-dressed stones found in
secondary use in the walls of a later building. This altar attests to
the existence of a temple or cult center in the city which was
probably dismantled during the reforms of King Hezekiah ca, 710
BCE. (1 Kings 18:4)] But it would appear that the Beer Sheva
cultic center was later reconstituted in some form because King
Josiah, in the course of his great reform (ca. 620 BCE),
put it out of commission. See 2K 23:8 — ,01N21N-52-NX N1 N
-TY V2an ,D)020 NRYAILR IWK MNAND-NX NALY ,NTIN YR
yay INa. Geba (Hebrew: v1i, Modern: Geva) - the hill,
(2 Kings 23:8; Nehemiah 11:31) was a Kohanic and Levitical city
located in the geographical territory of the Tribe of Benjamin on
the northern border of Judah, adjacent to Ramah in Benjamin
north of Gibeah (Isaiah 10:29; Joshua 18:24, 18:28). It has been
identified with Jeba', about 5%2 miles north of Jerusalem.
JACOB — STANDING STONES AND A TREE:
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GEN 28:19-22
DN NYXRIN DY-IWKX 1IRD-NX NP ,1P323 IpY* DIwn m
,NINTD DIPRD-OW-NN N1 LY .AYNI-DY 1Y PN ;NIXN ,ANN
-DN 1ININRY 1T ,2ApY2 1T 2 .MIWNKIDY ,1WN-DYW D DN ;ON-N12
DN *2-1021 ;7210 20X WK 710 7172 2080 TRy DO M
O TN MO AN MNA-OX ,D15Y1 "MW N2 w155 Ta1a DN

na N'N--NANN INY WK ANTD 1IN 2D .D71IDOND
1712 12IWYN WY ,0-10N0 WK 521 DINON

GEN 31:13, [25], 44-54
AN 2 00N 10N ;IPY--DIDNA L, DIONRD TR2D IR IR K
DT DTRY ,INXN-5Y DOVYN D' TRYN-22 NN 1Y NKI-KY
,2N=-112 ,DONTIDIN QY 1D NPV 122 TWK-92 NN )N'KY D DT
DIP ,NRY ;1T) DY °2 INT) WK ,NAXD DY ANYD WK
JNTN YIR-OK L2180, NINTD YIND-1R RY
Y2 1221,102 00X-NX YRR ,ApYN ;apY-NK 112 AP D)
[...:TY220 902 'ON-NN
AP 002, TY? MNNRNIN--NM1 NN 022 ,NDW T
WP MNIXD APY? INRTIN_.NAXN ,0INIM 1IN, APY NP 1N
122 15-KI1pM N .0aN-%Y .0 12NN ;22-PYM 0AN NP ,0MAN
2 TY TU0 0A0 122 INNI NN L TY2210 XAP ,APYN RMTOY
N 9% 9N WK NAYNDI LN .TYI22 ,NY-N1P 12-0Y ;010 11N
NPNR-DX) " NI3-NX MIYR-DX ) ANYIR UK ,INPY 2 10 )]
TN RY 112002 TY DDN,NIK ;RY LN PR--T2-0Y DY)
22002 0 WK, NAYAN NIM LD 0A0 NN 2Py 132
2A0-NKX J'ON TAYN-ND IN-DX :NANNAT ATV ,71T0 20 TY )
NI NAXNN-NN DTN 220-NX DN 12YN-K2 NAN-ON 7N
;:D0AN NDN--11"2"2 103 ,1N) "NON DN1AXK 02N A .N0Y1D
N1P1 .2N2 NAT APY? NATM T) .PNX’ 1IN TN .APY? yapn
1103 12°91 , 0N 122NN ;0NY-2IN2 1"MIND
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N.B.: THE STONE PILE AND THE STANDING STONE HERE ARE
WITNESSES AND BOUNDARY MARKERS. THE STONE WAS
NOT CONSECRATED TO GOD BY OIL WAS THE STONE AT
BEIT EL. AND SEE GEN 35:14 BELOW.
GEN 35:1-7
DY-NPY1 ;DY-11 ON-N'1 N2Y DIP ,APYI-ON DNDNX 1IN N
-DN APV MR A LPNIRPY a0 IN123 L ]ON NININD IRD--NATN
A0V ,DIINA WK ;1230 MOKX-NX MDD ARy 1WK-22 DX ,iN3
DTN DY-NWYN OX-NN2,N2U0 NMipn A .0 IoNY 19°onm
"MI20 WN 1172 ,°TRY NN NX DA DK NVD XD,
AWK ,DMNN-NN1,0TA IWN 123N NINX-22 AN, APY-ON AN T

VDN N .DIY-DY IWK NPRN NNA 1pY? DX Mjpwn ;Dnnixa
)2 NN 1971 X91,0NN1212D0 WK DMYN-JY 00K RN M
NN ON-NA ,NIN--1V1D YIND AWK, N0 2pY NAn .apy
IN-N12 ONK ,DIPNR? N1PM ,NAMT , DY AN T INY-IWN DYN-ON
nRPN NAT NN N .PIX AN ,IN123,DTI0RD 12X D)) ,0Y ")
:N122 119K ,1INY X1P1 ;119K0 NN OX-N'22 NNAN 12pM ,NP
JACOB BURIES HIS WIVES’ IDOLS UNDER A TEREBINTH,
WHICH WAS WIDELY A SIGNIFICANT ELEMENT OF PAGAN
CULTIC PRACTICE, ESP. ASSOCIATED WITH ASHERAH. THE

ROOT TAMAN™ IN V.4 REALLY MEANS “HIDE,” NOT “BURY.”

ZEVIT, RELIGIONS 167, N. 1: “...BURIAL...INDICATED THAT
SOMETHING OF ITS SACREDNESS REMAINED EVEN IF IT WAS
NO LONGER BEING USED FOR WHATEVER REASONS. CF.
GEN 35:4.” SO JACOB HIDES IDOLS UNDER A TREE WITH
CULTIC IMPORTANCE!!! WHAT SHOULD JACOB REALLY HAVE
DONE? HE SHOULD HAVE DONE WHAT MOSES DID TO THE
GOLDEN CALF, AND WHAT THE MIDRASH TELLS US ABE DID
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TO HIS FATHER’S IDOLS. AND THEN JACOB BURIES
D’VORAH, REBCCA’S WET-NURSE, UNDER AN OAK TREE,
ALSO A SACRED TREE, AND NAMES IT “THE TREE OF
CRYING.”
GEN 35:9-15
1D-1KM1 Y ANK L7127 ;D18 1TAN N1, TV ApY-OX DDN KA D
N0 DXIR'-OX '3 ,2PY? Y INW XIP-KD APV InW , DO
179 TY OX X DOX D IRKMI XY OXIY? INY-NIN R1p1 ,InY
INX? '¥ONIN , 02001 ;79N NN ,0MA DN Ma--NaM.
W NNAK 12--PNIN DN1IXT "NN) WK YIRD-NX 2
12T-IWN ,DIPRA ,DNON 1290 DY A0 Y IND-NN AN, ]INN
1P71 12N NANN--1AN 12AT-IWN DIPNA ,NIAXN APY? XN T AN
WK, DPRT DY-NX APV X110 apY 2y PN ,1D) N2y
ON-N2--0'NON DY IANK 13T
THIS APPEARS TO BE A DOUBLET OF GEN 28, OR IT COULD
BE A RECONSECRATION SINCE 20+YEARS HAD PASSED
SINCE JACOB CONSECRATED THE FIRST STONE. AGAIN, WE
SEE THIS IS DIFFERENT FROM THE STONE JACOB SET UP ON
HAR GILAD.

SO WE SEE THAT THE PATRIARCHS, ESPECIALLY
ABRAHAM AND JACOB, ARE ASSOCIATED WITH CULTIC
SYMBOLS (TREES, STONES) THAT ARE WIDELY KNOWN TO
BE PAGAN IN ORIGIN. ALL THEIR WORSHIP IS FOCUSED ON
YHVH — THAT IS CLEAR, SO AS FAR AS THE BASIC MESSAGE
GOES, THEY APPEAR TO BE MONOTHEISTIC. THEY ARE
ASSOCIATED WITH CITES THAT WOULD BECOME CUTLIC
CENTERS — BEIT EL AND BEER SHEVA. BEIT EL IS MUCH
MORE SIGNIFICANT SINCE IT BECAME ONE OF THE TWO
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MAIN TEMPLES ESTABLISHED YERAVAM CA 960 BCE IN THE
KINGDOM OF ISRAEL — THE 10 TRIBES IN THE NORTH. EACH
OF THESE TEMPLES HAD IN THEIR HOLY OF HOLIES A
GOLDEN YOUNG BULL (CALF), WHICH WAS DEEMED AN IDOL
BY OUR BIBLE TRADITIONS.

AND NOW — — ——-THE DESCENDANTS
BIBLICAL REFERENCES TO BAMOT (SELECTED)
JOSH 24:1, 26
NI WWIW-H3-NIK YPAT DN R HKIL? 2pTH K1) 51ngw

...DINONN 1192 ,2XN" 1M ILYA 1LIWN PYNKIN
LAYM PN Y DYM ;XIND D12 ,DY2 N2 YN n1)m na
;DNON NTIR 19D2 ,NYX0 DM2T0-NN YYIN' 1nJ11) .Dwa
MM YIPN3 WK *NYRD INA DY QRPN N2 RN NPY
*OAK TREE (ZEVIT, 260)
1 SAM 9:12-13 (SAUL AND HIS SERVANT SEEK A SEER — IT
TURNS OUT TO BE SAMUEL)
N2 D103 ,NRY 101 ;711197 NN LY NINKM DN NMym
NN 1INXNAR 12 1Y DIN1D A .NP23 ,0Y2 D0 NAT "2--1"Y2
71712 NIN-2--IN2-TY DYN DINX-KD 13 ,5I0XD NNNan N2y 01va

NRYNA DN ANN-2 10V NIV ;DRIPD 19IK 120K NI
NN

1 K3:3-15
NIN--NIN22 ,p1 AN MTMPNA,N222 ,MN-NX ,NNOY 1NN A
nN2AND NN-12,0Y NATY NIYIA 1970 190 T .1'0pm ,Nam
X1 1Y N.NIND NATRN DY ,NNOY N2Y2 MDY Q2K ;NATAN
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- 12-1AK 7R OXY ,DOK IPNM ;N2010 DIDNA--NNOY-OX M’

T

12 DIRY-NO 70 12TO-NX DORY WK WL, 1K DTN NI K

12 DRV PN W), NIRY KO, WY 727 NIRY-RO1 21 D))
D2N 12,77 "AN) NN 311272, NWY NN 2 .LIYN YY) I
D2 A .JIN2 DIP-ND PINKY ,7092 MN-ND 1IN WK ,1an

PN 7102 N0-ND WX :T212-DA WWY-DA,72 "NN) NONY-ND TN
KD MYM PN MNY2 12772 120 DN T 252,072
AN NIINM--]IX ™T 120

THE FIXERS: HEZEKIAH AND JOSIAH —THE ONLY KINGS
WHO MADE MAJOR REFORMS TO RID THE COUNTRY OF
ISRAELITE IDOLATRY
2K 18:1-5 — HEZEKIAH
TIIN-13 NIPTN 120 ,OX1P7 120 N2X-12 YWAING ,uoY niya "N
yun ovy1 12901 N LY Unm 0wy-12 2 TN a2
YA ,W0 PYN A 12T-N2 AN RN DY ;D201 120 Y
-NIN 12W),NMNAD-NX DN XN T AN MT ,NPY-1UN 522 ,min?
nYn NYY-1UN AYNIN ¥N) N0 ;NIWRD-NN N1, Naxnn
ARYNI 15-K1p70 15 DMVRN SXIP-0]1 1) NRND DMIN-TY 12
2K 23 — JOSIAH (njps)

23 At the king’s summons, all the elders of Judah and Jerusalem assembled before him. 2The king went
up to the House of the LORD, together with all the men of Judah and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem,
and the priests and prophets—all the people, young and old. And he read to them the entire text of the
covenant scroll which had been found in the House of the LORD. 3The king stood a-by the pillar-a and
solemnized the covenant before the LORD: that they would follow the LORD and observe His
commandments, His injunctions, and His laws with all their heart and soul; that they would fulfill all the
terms of this covenant as inscribed upon the scroll. And all the people b-entered into-b the covenant.
4Then the king ordered the high priest Hilkiah, the priests of the second rank, and the guards of the
threshold to bring out of the Temple of the LORD all the objects made for Baal and Asherahc and all the
host of heaven. He burned them outside Jerusalem in the fieldsd of Kidron, and he removed the ashes to
Bethel. 5He suppressed the idolatrous priests whom the kings of Judah had appointed e-to make
offerings-e at the shrines in the towns of Judah and in the environs of Jerusalem, and those who made
offerings to Baal, to the sun and moon and constellations—all the host of heaven. 6He brought out the
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[image of] Asherah from the House of the LORD to the Kidron Valley outside Jerusalem, and burned it in
the Kidron Valley; he beat it to dust and scattered its dust over the burial ground of the common people.
7He tore down the cubicles of the male prostitutes in the House of the LORD, at the place where the
women wove coveringsd for Asherah. 8He brought all the priests from the towns of Judah [to Jerusalem]
and defiled the shrines where the priests had been making offerings—from Geba to Beer-sheba. He also
demolished the shrines of the gates, which were at the entrance of the gate of Joshua, the city prefect—
d-which were on a person’s left [as he entered] the city gate.-d 9f-The priests of the shrines, however,
did not ascend the altar of the LORD in Jerusalem, but they ate unleavened bread along with their
kinsmen.-f 10He also defiled Topheth, which is in the Valley of Ben-hinnom, so that no one might
consign his son or daughter to the fire of Molech. 11He did away with the horses that the kings of Judah
had dedicated to the sun, g-at the entrance-g of the House of the LORD, near the chamber of the
eunuch Nathan-melech, which was in the precincts.d He burned the chariots of the sun. 12And the king
tore down the altars made by the kings of Judah on the roof by the upper chamber of Ahaz, and the
altars made by Manasseh in the two courts of the House of the LORD. He h-removed them quickly from
there-h and scattered their rubble in the Kidron Valley. 13The king also defiled the shrines facing
Jerusalem, to the south of the i-Mount of the Destroyer,-i which King Solomon of Israel had built for
Ashtoreth, the abomination of the Sidonians, for Chemosh, the abomination of Moab, and for Milcom,
the detestable thing of the Ammonites.j 14He shattered their pillars and cut down their sacred posts and
covered their sites with human bones. 15As for the altar in Bethel [and] the shrine made by Jeroboam
son of Neat who caused Israel to sin—that altar, too, and the shrine as well, he tore down. He burned
down the shrine and beat it to dust, and he burned the sacred post. 16Josiah turned and saw the graves
that were there on the hill; and he had the bones taken out of the graves and burned on the altar. Thus
he defiled it, in fulfilment of the word of the LORD foretold by the man of God who foretold these
happenings. 17He asked, “What is the marker | see there?” And the men of the town replied, “That is the
grave of the man of God who came from Judah and foretold these things that you have done to the altar
of Bethel.”k 18“Let him be,” he said, “let no one disturb his bones.” So they left his bones undisturbed
together with the bones of the prophetl who came from Samaria.m 19Josiah also abolished all the cult
places in the towns of Samaria, which the kings of Israel had built, vexing [the LORD]. He dealt with
them just as he had done to Bethel: 20He slew on the altars all the priests of the shrines who were there,
and he burned human bones on them. Then he returned to Jerusalem. 21The king commanded all the
people, “Offer the passover sacrifice to the LORD your God as prescribed in this scroll of the covenant.”
22Now the passover sacrifice had not been offered in that manner in the days of the chieftains who ruled
Israel, or during the days of the kings of Israel and the kings of Judah. 230nly in the eighteenth year of
King Josiah was such a passover sacrifice offered in that manner to the LORD in Jerusalem. 24Josiah
also did away with n-the necromancers and the mediums,-n the idols and the fetishes—all the
detestable things that were to be seen in the land of Judah and Jerusalem. Thus he fulfilled the terms of
the Teaching recorded in the scroll that the priest Hilkiah had found in the House of the LORD. 25There
was no king like him before who turned back to the LORD with all his heart and soul and might, in full
accord with the Teaching of Moses; nor did any like him arise after him.

THE HARD EVIDENCE: ARCHAEOLOGICALLY REVEALED
ISRAELITE CULTIC SITES WHERE MATZEVOT WERE FOUND
— CA. 12TH-8TH C.: BULL SITE; MEGIDDO; K. Q. (SEE
BELOW); LAKHISH; TEL DAN (SEE BELOW); TIRTZAH; ARAD.
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[SEE XEROX MAP]
PHOTOS OF THREE SITES WITH STANDING STONES FROM
UNIFIED KINGDOM, NORTHERN KINGDOM, AND
SOUTHERN KINGDOM:
KHIRBET QEYIAFA CA 1000 BCE. MINI TEMPLE (BAMAH) ONE
OF TWO STONES FOUND INSIDE UNITED KINGDOM
FORTRESS. THIS ONE WAS PLACED IN THE S.E. GATE,
INDICATING THAT GOD’S WAS IN THE GATE WHERE
JUDGMENT TOOK PLACE. FORT IS DATED TO REIGN OF
DAVID, THOUGH POSSIBLY SAUL. OVERLOOKS SOUTHERN
PART OF ELLA VALLEY, WHERE YOUNG DAVID DEFEATS
GOLIATH. FORT LIKELY WAS BUILT TO PROTECT WADI
PATHWAYS UP THE JUDEAN HILL LEADING TO JERUSALEM
FROM PHILISTINE ATTACK. GAT — ONE OF 5 PHILISTINE
CITIES, WHENCE GOLIATH CAME, IS 20+K SW. SEE PHOTO.
[FYI: DAVID HAD A RATHER LARGE IDOL (T’RAFIM) IN HIS
HOME THAT MICHAL USES AS A RUSE TO ALLOW DAVID TO
ESCAPE SAUL’'S SOLDIERS. SEE | SAM 19:11-14 —
TAaM ;71222 N0 Y ,MT NA-OX DIXIN INY NQYN X1
NRN NN ,N2°20 JY-NX LINN 1PNR-DX , MR AWK 22N, NTY
LIAM , N1 120 ;190D TY2 ,MT-NX D2 TIM 22 NN
DTYN 113 DX ,NUAD-OX DYR,D9IAN-NNX 72N NpMm X
33 ,02M ;1nYNIn NNy
NID 12N ,INNM,TIT-NX NNRY D2INXON INY NQun T
TEL DAN — 9TH-8TH C. BCE. MULTIPLE COLLECTIONS OF
STANDING STONES (MATZEVOT), TWO WITH 5 STONES.
(ZEVIT, RELIGIONS, PP. 180 FF) ONE OF TWO NORTHERN
KINGDOM (ISRAEL) MAIN TEMPLE SITES (OTHER IS BEIT EL IN
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SOUTH) WITH GOLDEN YOUNG BULL — FROM DAYS OF
YERAVAM.SEE PHOTO.

TEL ARAD — 9TH-8TH C. (THOUGH THE SITE WAS
CANAANITE AND FIRST ISRAELITE STRUCTURES MAY BE AS
OLD AS 10TH C. BCE.) MINI TEMPLE (BAMAH) INSIDE
SOUTHERN KINGDOM (JUDAH) FORTRESS. TWO STONES IN
D’VIR (HOLY OF HOLIES) — ONE LARGER THAT THE OTHER —
FRONTED BY TWO INCENSE ALTARS IN HEIKHAL (ENTRANCE
SPACE) — ONE LARGER THAN THE OTHER. LIKE BEER
SHEVA, ARAD WAS A MILITARY OUTPOST SET UP TO GUARD
SOUTHERN BORDER. SEE PHOTO.

CONCLUSION: MONOTHEISM EVOLVED, LIKE EVERY
GREAT IDEA. WHILE ARCHAEOLOGISTS HAVE FOUND
EVIDENCE OF IDOLATRY IN THE LAND OF ISRAEL AFTER
THE PERIOD OF THE JEWISH RETURN FROM EXILE,

NOTHING OF THE SORT WAS FOUND IN ANY AREA OF
JEWISH SETTLEMENT!

SESSION 4 — REPURPOSING IDOLATRY

LET’S PAUSE RE LABAN’S FOUL PLAY AND ITS
CONSEQUENCES. LET’S TALK ABOUT HOW THE BIBLE
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TAKES ELEMENTS OF IDOLATROUS RELIGIOUS CULTURE
AND USES THEM TO REINFORCE BELIEF IN YHVH

START WITH MIDRASH VAYIKRA RABBAH 22:8 —

Rabbi Pinhas in the name of Rabbi Levi stated: This is
comparable to a king’s son who strayed and was accustomed to
eat non-kosher meat. The king declared, “let him always eat at
my table and on his own he will eventually become disciplined.”
Similarly, because Israel was attached to idolatry in Egypt and
would bring their sacrifices to the goat-demons (Lev. 17:7), which
are identical with the shedim they sacrificed to (Deut. 32:17)...
and would offer sacrifices on high places and retribution would
befall them, the Holy One blessed be He said “let them offer
sacrifices before Me at all times in the Ohel Moed and they will
be separated from idolatry and be saved.” This is the meaning of
what is written (Lev. 17:3-7): “Any man of the House of Israel who
slaughters an ox or sheep or goat... and does not bring it to the
entrance of the Ohel Moed as a sacrifice to Hashem.... that man
will be cut off from among his people... so that they no longer
offer their sacrifices to the goat-demons that they are wont to
stray after. (Vayigra Rabbah 22:8)

ECHOES OF THIS CAN BE FOUND IN RAMBAM — GUIDE OF
THE PERPLEXED, 3:32.

IT IS DIFFICULT TO JUMP FROM THE CONCRETE TO THE
ABSTRACT, SO TRANSITIONAL STEPS MUST BE
DEVELOPED.

SO THE SACRED TREES AND MATZEVOT BECOME FOCAL
POINTS OF WORSHIP OF YHVH — SOME MONALTROUS ,
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SOME HENOTHEISTIC — IN LOCATIONS THRU-OUT ERETZ
YISRAEL, UNTIL HEZEKIAH AND JOSIAH ACTIVELY CLOSE
DOWN SUCH WORSHIP SITES AND DESTROY PAGAN LIKE
OBJECTS OF WORSHIP.

DAVID, WHO HAD A RATHER LARGE IDOL IN HIS HOME
WHICH HE SHARED WITH HIS WIFE, MICHAL — DAUGHTER
OF KING SAUL, BECOMES KNOWN FOR HIS ZEALOUS
BELIEF IN YHVH AND HAS MANY PSALMS ASCRIBED TO
HIM. RE TERAFIM IN DAVID’S HOUSE:
| SAM 19:11-14 —
TAaD ;12322 , N0 NYY ,TT N1A-ONX DIXRIN DINY N2Yn N1
NAN 1NN ,N2'90 JY-NNX LINNA 11R-OX IR IAYK DM MY
.LI7PMN ,N127 122,900 VA, MT-NX 22" TIM 2 .Npan
DY 1212 NN ,NYAND-ON DYN,DIAN-NN D2 NpMm
33 ,02Mm ;1NYNIN NNy
:NIT 19T, INAL,MT-NX NNR2 D2IXON NIRY NQYn T

BEIT EL

LOOK AGAIN ON MAP FOR BEIT EL — SEE TRIBAL MAPS
NAME IS INDICATIVE OF ORIGIN AS PAGAN CULTIC SITE
BEIT EL WHERE CANAANITE GOD EL WAS WORSHIPPED.
AS REF TO TEMPLE OR CULTIC CENTER — BEIT + PRIVATE
NAME OF DEITY IS COMMON IN BIBLE:

FOR YHVH, TEMPLE : B. YHVH, B. ELOHIM, B. HA-ELOHIM
FOR OTHERS: B. DAGON, B. SHEMSH, B. ANAT, B. HA-BAAL.

NEVER IS JERUSALEM TEMPLE CALLED B. EL.
B. EL MUST GO BACK TO PAGAN ORIGINS.
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YET:
JACOB IN BEIT EL AFTER RETURN
GEN 35:1-15
DY-NYY1 ;0W-1P1 ON-N'] N2Y DIp ,ApY-ON DTION 1NN N
APY? NI LLLUPIINARY 2190 N33 1028 IR0 OX2--Na
aNY-1WK DYN-521,K0 OR-N"2 ,N1N--1V12 YIND IWN N0
12K 102) ,0Y 13 ON-MA DN ,DIPN2 NX1pP) ,Nam ,DY 12T
NN 9N N33 ,00KD
SEE HENDEL — READING GENESIS XEROX PAGE A
RE EL BEIT-EL— AND FORGETTING [JR ALSO

SUGGESTS REPURPOSING]

AND THAT WAS WHERE YERAVAM BUILT HIS SOUTHERN
TEMPLE CITY FOR WORSHIPPING GOD — A MAJOR JOB
OF REPURPOSING.

DEALING WITH ISRAELITE BAAL WORSHIP —
SEE HOW BA'AL IS DEPICTED IN RAS SHAMRA UGARITIC
TEXTS FROM CA 13TH-12 C. BCE — XEROX PAGE X

RE ISRAELITE BA'AL WORSHIP — ELIJAH WAS A PRIME
COMBATANT AGAINST ISRAELITE BAAL WORSHIP — SEE
ESP. 1K 18:17-40. JEREMIAH REPORTED BAAL WORSHIP
STILL COMMON IN HIS DAY (2:23; 7:9; 9:13; 11:13, ETC.). SO
IT WAS IMPORTANT THAT BIBLICAL AUTHORS COMBAT
THAT BY DEMONSTRATING THAT GOD WAS THE GOD WITH
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ALL THE POWERS — YHVH HU HA-ELOHIM (1K 18:39) —
INCLUDING THE POWERS ASSOCIATED WITH BAAL.

EXAMPLES OF REPURPOSING BA’AL DETAILS TO YHVH —

EX 19:18-20 —

WY DYY SYN NG MY 1Y T IWK 9N 193 WY D i e
TRND PIM 71210 ,79W0 1P 0 LY LTRN INN-22 TINM ,1W12D;

21P2 121V DNONM 12T NYn
nYynl mn' X1p1 ;100 YUNKI-OX D 10-OY min 711 2
YN Sy N0 UKI-ON
EX 20:14 —
19V 2P NX1,DT220-NNX) N2PD-NX DN DYDN-ON T
PNINITAYI AV DY K QWY ,100-NN
1RY 12T-OX1 ;NYNYN 0RY NAN-12T ,NYN-OX 11K 1D
.MN)-12 ,DTON
PS 18:8-16 —
VIUR TDON-OK] - --MIM NIPK,"2-1¥3 7))
(MITx2 X12N 1M97 DI P00 v
A7 DN TR --YIND ,WUYIm pyam n;
1D NIN-2 0 awyan.
DINR 1aN-UN) --19K832 WY N2Y L
AN Y2 DN,
1 NNR ,09WL T, DY LI
™M1-912-0Y ,KT1 ;9VY71,11712-0Y 127" K.
1N2D 1"M2AD --7ND YN ne 2y
DpNY 1Y, DM-NJwn.
UN-1I0 ,T12--172Y MY AT, 0N .
S0P 1 OW--Min? ,0Mmya Dy T;
The earth trembled and quaked
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and the foundations of the mountains shook;
They trembled because he was angry.
Smoke rose from his nostrils;
consuming fire came from his mouth
burning coals blazed out of it.
He parted the heavens and came down;
dark clouds were under his feet.
He mounted the cherubim and flew;
he soared on the wings of the wind.
He made darkness his covering
his canopy around him—the dark rain clouds of the sky.
Out of the brightness of his presence clouds advanced
with hailstones and bolts of lightning.
YHWH thundered from heaven
the voice of the Most High resounded
PS 29 —
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1. A psalm of David. Ascribe to the LORD, O divine beings,
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 2. Ascribe to the LORD
the glory of His name; bow down to the LORD, majestic in

holiness. 3. The voice of the LORD is over the waters; the God of
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glory thunders, the LORD, over the mighty waters. 4. The voice of
the LORD is power; the voice of the LORD is majesty; 5. the
voice of the LORD breaks cedars; the LORD shatters the cedars
of Lebanon. 6. He makes Lebanon skip like a calf,-a Sirion, like a
young wild ox. 7. The voice of the LORD kindles flames of fire; 8.
the voice of the LORD convulses the wilderness; the LORD
convulses the wilderness of Kadesh; 9. the voice of the LORD
causes hinds to calve, and strips forests bare; while in His temple
all say “Glory!” 10. The LORD sat enthroned at the Flood; the
LORD sits enthroned, king forever. 11. May the LORD grant
strength to His people; may the LORD bestow on His people
wellbeing.

SEE SEGAL COMMENT RE PS 29 — XEROXP. Z
PS 74:12-17
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12. O God, my king from of old, who brings deliverance
throughout the land; 13. it was You who drove back the sea with
Your might, who smashed the heads of the monsters in the
waters; 14. it was You who crushed the heads of Leviathan, who
left him as food for the denizens of the desert; 15. it was You who
released springs and torrents, who made mighty rivers run dry;
16. the day is Yours, the night also; it was You who set in place
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the orb of the sun; 17. You fixed all the boundaries of the earth;
summer and winter—You made them.
PS 147:8, 15-18
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8. who covers the heavens with clouds, provides rain for the
earth, makes mountains put forth grass;...15. He sends forth His
word to the earth; His command runs swiftly. 16.He lays down
snow like fleece, scatters frost like ashes. 17. He tosses down
hail like crumbs—who can endure His icy cold? 18. He issues a
command—it melts them; He breathes—the waters flow.

HABBAKUK 3:8, 13-15
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8. Are You wroth, O LORD, with Neharim? Is Your anger against
Neharim, Your rage against Yame— That You are driving Your
steeds, Your victorious chariot?...
13. You have come forth to deliver Your people, To deliver Your
anointed. You will smash the roof of the villain's house, Raze it
from foundation to top. Selah. 14. You will crack [his] skull with
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Your bludgeon; Blown away shall be his warriors, Whose delight
is to crush me suddenly, To devour a poor man in an ambush.
15. You will make Your steeds tread the sea, Stirring the mighty
waters.
MORE EXTREME STEP — DENIAL OF EARLIER
REPURPOSING: NOTE CHIASM —A* B* X B** A**
2 KINGS 19:7-14 —
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7. The angel of the LORD came a second time and touched him
and said, “Arise and eat, or the journey will be too much for you.”

8. He arose and ate and drank; and with the strength from that

meal he walked forty days and forty nights as far as the mountain
of God at Horeb. 9.There he went into a cave, and there he spent
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the night. Then the word of the LORD came to him. He said to
him, “Why are you here, Elijah?” 10. He replied, “I am moved by
zeal for the LORD, the God of Hosts, for the Israelites have
forsaken Your covenant, torn down Your altars, and put Your
prophets to the sword. | alone am left, and they are out to take
my life.” 11. “Come out,” He called, “and stand on the mountain
before the LORD.” And lo, the LORD passed by. There was a
great and mighty wind, splitting mountains and shattering rocks
by the power of the LORD; but the LORD was not in the wind.
After the wind—an earthquake; but the LORD was not in the
earthquake. 12. After the earthquake—fire; but the LORD was not
in the fire. And after the fire—a soft murmuring sound. 13. When
Elijah heard it, he wrapped his mantle about his face and went
out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then a voice
addressed him: “Why are you here, Elijah?” 14. He answered, “I
am moved by zeal for the LORD, the God of Hosts; for the
Israelites have forsaken Your covenant, torn down Your altars,
and have put Your prophets to the sword. | alone am left, and
they are out to take my life.”
NOTE WELL: BAAL LIKE EXPRESSIONS IN YHVH ACTIVITY
HERE ARE CLEARLY NEGATED AS TRUE EXPRESSION OF
YHVH — SOUND OF THIN SILENCE IS. PROFOUNDLY
SPIRITUAL, OXYMORONIC, UNFATHOMABLE IS YHVH.
SESSION 5 — Jacob’s marriages: Laban’s bad move, pain for
all concerned, a tragic ending, and a silver lining on the dark
cloud.

FOR THE SECOND TIME WE BEGIN WITH A “MIDRASH” THAT
SEEMINGLY HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH OUR TOPIC. THIS
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FOLLOWS IN THE TRAD OF PERHAPS THE GREATEST
COMPILATION OF MIDRASH — MIDRASH RABBAH, WHERE
WE FIND THE MIDRASHIM IN A SPECIFIC CHAPTER
INTRODUCED BUY A SEEMINGLY IRRELEVANT MIDRASH
CALLE A P'TIKHTAH — AN OPENING.
EX 34:6-7
DaN 7IN--11301 DIN OX , M MY ,X1P7 ,119-0Y Min? 1ayn),
NP2 ;NRPM YY) 1Y RPI ,D02K2 TPN I T .NNK) TPN-17),
DWYY-OY ,0°)2 12-5)) DMA-OY NMaAX Y TR — NP ND
.DY27-50
AND COMPARE WITH:
EX 20:5-7 (4-6)
--RA2 ON,PTION NN 00N D DTN KDV, DN2 MNRYN-KO T
YV N XYY ,D1Y2A7-OV) DWHY-OY DNA-OY NAX NY TRO
MN-DY-NX RPN XD {D} .Mn Mnwn ,"anN--D12N2 ,TPN
NIW2 INY-NNX RKP-WK NN ,MN NP KD ) X 0o
EX 20 APPEARS TO BE A MIDRASH ON EX 34, EXPLAINING
WHO THE ALAFIM AND THE BANIM, ETC. ARE. AND SEE EX 7
(6) THE THIRD COMMANDMENT WHERE ECHOS OF THE EX 34

PASSAGE CAN ALSO BE HEARD. INTERESTING

RASHI ON THE EX 34 —

NP X2 Npn AND WHO WILL BY NO MEANS CLEAR THE
GUILTY — According to its plain sense this means that He is not
altogether indulgent to sin (He does not entirely remit the
punishment), but little by little exacts punishment from, him (the
sinner). Our Rabbis, however, have explained: Nnpn, (And he
clears) — He clears those who repent, Np)* XD, (He does not
clear) — but does not clear those who will not repent (Yoma 86a).
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D21 5y MaN W Tpa VISITING THE INIQUITY OF THE FATHERS
UPON THE CHILDREN — when they retain in their hands
(follow the example of) the evil doings of their ancestors. This
must be the meaning because in another verse of a similar
character it has already been stated: of them that hate Me (cf.
Exodus 20:4 OR 5:) Visiting the iniquity of fathers upon the
children, upon the third and fourth generation of them that hate
me

--N12 DN, PION NN 00N 1D DTN KD, D02 MNAYN-KO T
YV N 2NIYY ,D1YAN-O0) DWHY-OY DNA-DY NN NY TR9
{D} .2MmXn MNYAN ,ANNRI--DDIND ,TPN

RAMBAM, GUIDE 1:54

...all the thirteen middoth of God are attributes of mercy with only
one exception, namely, "visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon
the children" (Exod. 34:7); [i.e. — THIS IS THE 13TH
ATTRIBUTE.]; for the meaning of the preceding attribute [i.e. —
THIS IS THE 12TH ATTRIBUTE] (ve-nakkeh lo yenakkeh) is "and
he will not utterly destroy”...[CP. RASHI ABOVE] When it is said
that God is visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children
[THIS BEING THE 13TH ATTRIBUTE], this refers exclusively to
the sin of idolatry, and to no other sin. That this is the case may
be inferred from what is said in the ten commandments, "upon
the third and fourth generation of my enemies" (Exod. 20:4 OR 5),
none except idolaters being called "enemy"; comp. also "every
abomination to the Lord, which he hates" (Deut. 12:31). It was,
however, considered sufficient to extend the punishment to the
fourth generation, because the fourth generation is the utmost a
man can see of his posterity; and when, therefore, the idolaters
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of a place are destroyed, the old man worshipping idols is Killed,
his son, his grandson, and his great-grandson, that is, the fourth
generation. By the mention of this attribute we are, as it were,
told that His commandments, undoubtedly in harmony with His
acts, include the death even of the little children of idolaters
because of the sin of their fathers and grandfathers.

[THIS INTERPRETATION LEADS THE ZOHAR TO DISTINGUISH
BETWEEN GOD’S COMPASSION IN THE LOWER REALM, AS
EXPRESSED IN EX 34, AND GOD’S COMPASSION AS
EXPRESSED IN MICAH 7, WHICH HAS NO REFERENCE TO
PUNISHMENT:

MICAH 7:18-20 —

18
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Who is a God like You, Forgiving iniquity And remitting
transgression; Who has not maintained His wrath forever Against
the remnant of His own people, Because He loves graciousness!
19
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He will take us back in love; He will cover up our iniquities, You
will hurl all our sins Into the depths of the sea.

20
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You will keep faith with Jacob, Loyalty to Abraham, As You
promised on oath to our fathers In days gone by.]

SO, TO GET BACK TO THE P’SHAT OF EX 34 — GOD
EXTENDS PUNISHMENT DOWN TO THE FOURTH
GENERATION; AND THE RABBIS TEACH US IN MIDRASH,
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ALLUDED TO BY RASHI, THAT THIS APPLIES TO HUMAN
ACTIVITY IN WHICH EACH GENERATION PERPETUATES THE
SIN OF THE PREVIOUS ONE.

AND THEREIN LIES THE LINK TO OUR TOPIC — JR’S
MIDRASH ON THE MIDRASH: THE MATRI/PATRI STORIES
DEPICT THIS VERY PHENOMENON — FAMILY
DYSFUNCTIONALITY IS PASSED DOWN FROM ABE/SARAH/
HAGAR TO ISAAC/REBECCA TO LABAN/JACOB/RACHEL/
LEAH, ETC TO THE 13 CHILDREN OF ISRAEL — 4
GENERATIONS. COULD THIS BE WHAT EX 34 HAD IN MIND
WHEN IT SPECIFIED 4 GENERATIONS? IF SO, IT CAN BE SEEN
AS THE FOUNDATION OF THE RABBINIC MIDRASH THAT SEES
A CONTINUOUS PATTERN OF INAPPROPRIATE ACTIVITY OVER
THE COURSE OF THE 4 GENERATIONS.

THE BACKGROUND —
THE STORY BEGINS WITH ABE AND SARAH AND PARENTAL
FAVORITISM, AS WELL AS TENSION BETWEEN THE TWO
MOTHERS, THAT SEEMS TO BE BELOW ABE’S RADAR UNTIL
SARAH BIRNGS IS UP — TWICE. AND WE DO NOT EXACTLY
KNOW WHAT ISHMAEL WAS DOING WHEN HE WAS
M’TZAKHEK —
GEN 21:5-9
--NW MMRM 01 PR XD TAN MY NXNR-12,00713X1 N
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5Now Abraham was a hundred years old when his son Isaac was
born to him. 6Sarah said, “God has brought me laughter;
everyone who hears will laugh witha me.” 7And she added, “Who
would have said to Abraham That Sarah would suckle children!
Yet | have borne a son in his old age.” 8The child grew up and
was weaned, and Abraham held a great feast on the day that
Isaac was weaned. 9Sarah saw the son whom Hagar the
Egyptian had borne to Abraham playing.

BUT REALLY, WHAT DOES THAT WORD, M’'TZAKHEK,
MEAN? IN V 10 SARAH BECOMES VERY DISTURBED, AND
SHE GOES TO ABE AND SAYS THAT HE SHOULD SEND
HAGAR AND ISHMAEL AWAY. WHAT COULD ISHMAEL HAVE
BEEN PLAYING OR PLAYING WITH THAT WOULD GET SARAH
SO ANGRY AND CONCERNED?

RASHI AD LOC

pPnxn MAKING SPORT — This means worshipping idols, as it
is said in reference of the Golden Calf, (Exodus 32:6) “And they
rose up to make merry (pnx>).” Another explanation is that it
refers to immoral conduct, just as you say in reference to
Potiphar’s wife, (Genesis 39:17) “To mock (pnx>) at me.” Another
explanation is that it refers to murder, as (2 Samuel 2:14) “Let
the young men, | pray thee, arise and make sport (\pnwn) before
us” (where they fought with and killed one another). From Sarah’s
reply — “for the son of this bondwoman shall not be heir with my
son” — you may infer that he (Ishmael) was quarreling with
Isaac about the inheritance, saying, “| am the first-born and
will, therefore, take a double portion”. They went into the field
and he (Ishmael) took his bow and shot arrows at him (Isaac),
just as you say (Proverbs 26:18-19) “As a madman who casteth
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firebrands, [arrows and death] and says: | am only pnxn
mocking” (Genesis Rabbah 53:11).

RAMBAN AD LOC

The best in my view is that this occurred on the day of Isaac's
weaning and Sarah saw [Ishmael] scoffing at Isaac or at the
great feast (for Isaac). And that's why the Torah said, "[Sarah
saw] the son of Hagar the Egyptian- and not
"Ishmael"-"scoffing". And likewise she said "drive out this slave
woman and her son" For she said [in effect] "A slave who scoffs
at his master should die or be flogged. But | want only that
you should drive him away from me, and that he shouldn't
inherit your property at all together 'with my son' who is the son
of the lady of the house" Sarah said that Avram should drive out
[Ishmael's] mother as well, for "the boy wouldn't be able to leave
his mother , for, if he would he would die."

SFORNO AD LOC

Pnxn, making fun of the big party Avraham had given to
mark the weaning of Yitzchak, He claimed that surely Sarah
must have become pregnant from Avimelech. The reason he
had not made such remarks already at the time when Yitzchak
had been born, was because he had only overheard wicked
gossip about this at a later stage, and now he repeated what he
had heard.

HIZKUNI AD LOC

PNXN 12N 12 NX, showing off in “ front of his younger brother,
as older brothers are wont to do.” (lbn Ezra) Sarah, Yitzchak’s
mother, could not stand her son being belittled by Ishmael. She
was deeply offended by Ishmael’s behavior, presumably
encouraged by his mother.
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OTHER LAUGHING:
A LAUGH OF DISBELIEF: GOD PROMISES ABE AND SARAH
A CHILD IN THEIR OLD AGE —
GEN 17:15-17 — ABE LAUGHS TO HIMSELF: “HA HA HA —
WHAT, ARE YOU KIDDING?....” CANNOT BELIEVE WHAT GOD
SAID.
GEN 18:10-15 — SARAH DOES THE SAME, BUT SHE LAUGHS
OUT LOUD, CANNOT BELIEVE WHAT GOD SAID.
WHY GOD YELLS AT SARAH BUT NOT AT ABE?
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GEN 26:8 — AVIMELEKH SEES ISAAC FONDLING REBECCA,
SUPPORTS EXPLANATION THAT ISHMAEL WAS SEXUALLY
ABUSING ISAAC,

ONLY USE TEXTS IF NECESSARY

GEN 17:15-17
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15And God said to Abraham, “As for your wife Sarai, you shall not call her Sarai, but
her name shall be Sarah.c 161 will bless her; indeed, | will give you a son by her. | will
bless her so that she shall give rise to nations; rulers of peoples shall issue from her.”
17Abraham threw himself on his face and laughed, as he said to himself, “Can a
child be born to a man a hundred years old, or can Sarah bear a child at ninety?”
18And Abraham said to God, “O that Ishmael might live by Your favor!” 19God said,
“Nevertheless, Sarah your wife shall bear you a son, and you shall name him Isaac;
and | will maintain My covenant with him as an everlasting covenant for his offspring to
come.
INV 17A, IT IS A LAUGH OF DISBELIEF: “HA HA HA — WHAT, ARE YOU
KIDDING?....” THEN, IN V 17B NOTICE THAT HE HAS GREAT DOUBT “IN HIS
HEART”. AND GOD DOES NOT GET ANGRY. THEN IN V 18, WHILE THE DOUBT IS
STILL IN HIS HEART, HE ASKS GOD: “BUT, WHAT ABOUT ISHMAEL? IS HE
CHOPPED LIVER?” RATHER THAN THANKING GOD FOR THIS GIFT, HE PROMOTES
ISHMAEL'S CAUSE. IS ABE QUESTIONING GOD’S PLAN SUGGESTING AN

ISHMAEL WILL BE MORE THAN O|K.
GEN 18:10-15
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10Then one said, “I will return to you next year, and your wife Sarah shall have a son!”
Sarah was listening at the entrance of the tent, which was behind him. 11Now
Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in years; Sarah had stopped having the
periods of women. 12And Sarah laughed to herself, saying, “Now that | am withered,
am | to have enjoyment—with my husband so old?” 13Then the LORD said to
Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh, saying, ‘Shall | in truth bear a child, old as | am?’ 14Is
anything too wondrous for the LORD? | will return to you at the same season next year,
and Sarah shall have a son.” 15Sarah lied, saying, “I did not laugh,” for she was
frightened. But He replied, “You did laugh.”

THIS REACTION OF SARAH’S IS IDENTICAL TO THAT OF ABE IN CH 17. WHY DID
GOD CALL OUT SARA FOR HER LACK OF FAITH (18:14), BUT NOT ABE? SO
HERE TOO IT IS A LAUGH OF DISBELIEF]

CONSEQUENCES TO ABE AND SARAH: AFTER AKEIDAH,
SARAH DIES AND ABE NEVER AGAIN SPEAKS TO ISAAC OR
GOD.

ISAAC AND REBECCA AND PARENTAL FAVORITISM:

1.GOD TOLD REBECCA RE JACOB’S BECOMING THE ALPHA
MALE — DID SHE EVER TELL ISAAC? WHY DIDN’T GOD TELL
ISAAC?

2.ISAAC FAVORED ESAU BECAUSE HE WAS HIS FIRST BORN
AND HE BROUGHT HIM GOOD MEAT.

3.REBECCA FAVORED JACOB BECAUSE OF WHAT SHE
KNEW THE FUTURE WOULD HOLD. PRESUMABLY SHE
TOLD JACOB BECAUSE........ JACOB TAKES ADVANTAGE OF
ESAU’S BEING “BLINDED” BY HIS HUNGER TO ACQUIRE THE
BIRTHRIGHT — A DECEITFUL UNDERHANDED DEED, BUT A
STEP TOWARD FULFILLING GOD’S PROMISE TO REBECCA.
DOES THE END JUSTIFY THE MEANS? PERHAPS ESAU’S
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BEHAVIOR SHOWS THAT HE REALLY DID NOT DESERVE TO
BE THE ALPHA MALE:
GEN 25:32, 34 —
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(* SPURN (NJPS) — REJECT WITH DISDAIN OR CONTEMPT)

REBECCA HELPS JACOB GET BLIND ISAAC’S BLESSING BY
HAVING HIM DECEIVE HIS FATHER BY MASQUERADING AS
ESAU — A DECEITFUL UNDERHANDED DEED, BUT A STEP
TOWARD FULFILLING GOD’S PROMISE TO REBECCA. DOES
THE END JUSTIFY THE MEANS?

ISAAC’S SHOCK AND ESAU’S ANGER AND PAIN WERE
GREAT — NOTICE REPETITION OF STYLE:
GEN 27:36 —
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ESAU PLANS TO KILL JACOB, REBECCA LEARNS OF THIS
AND TELLS JACOB HE HAS TO LEAVE. LEADS TO ANOTHER
DECEPTION, THIS ONE A HALF-TRUTH OUT OF COMPASSION:
REBECCA DOES NOT WANT THE SUPPOSEDLY DYING ISAAC
TO KNOW OF ESAU’S PLAN, SO TO ENSURE THAT JACOB
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DOES NOT MARRY A HITTITE WOMAN, AS ESAU DID, SHE
GETS ISAAC TO SEND JACOB BACK HOME TO HARAN TO
FIND A WIFE FROM THE FAMILY.

MANY QUESTIONS REMAN: ARE THE DECEPTIONS BY THE
WIFE A RESULT OF HER POWERLESSNESS REGARDING THE
MATTER OF INHERITANCE? ISAAC’S NOTION OF BLESSING
ESAU INDICATES THAT REBECCA DID NOT TELL ISAAC
ABOUT WHAT GOD TOLD HERRE JACOB. WAS THIS FOR
FEAR OF HIS GETTING ANGRY WITH HER FOR INTERFERING
IN HIS BUSINESS? AGAIN, WHY DIDN’T GOD TELL BOTH OF
THE PARENTS AS GOD DID WITH ABRAHAM AND SARAH?
WERE THESE MATTERS NOT ADDRESSED BECAUSE THE
ROLES OF HUSBANDS AND WIVES WERE TAKEN FOR
GRANTED BY THE AUTHORS OF THESE ACCOUNTS?

CONSEQUENCES FOR ISAAC AND REBECCA:

1. THEY WITNESS HATRED BETWEEN TWIN SONS.

2. FEAR FOR JACOB’S LIFE.

3. BOTH BOYS ARE NOW ABSENT FROM THEIR PARENTS:
—JACOB IN HARAN FOR 20 YEARS AND DURING THAT
TIME REBECCA DIES, NEVER SEEING HIM AGAIN.
—KNOWING HE HAS NO FUTURE IN ISAAC’S ESTATE,
ESAU AT SOME POINT LEAVES THE FAMILY AND
ULTIMATELY LEAVES CANAAN AND GOES TO
EDOM (TIMING AND ITINERARY NOT CLEAR). JACOB
WILL REACH OUT TO HIM THERE.

4. FIRST THING JACOB DOES UPON RETURN TO CANAAN
SEEKS OUT ESAU — NOT ISAAC. THEN HE GOES TO
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SHECHEM, THEN BEIT EL, AND FINALLY ENDS UP
WITH ISAAC IN HEBRON, AND THEN ISAAC DIES.

SO JACOB FLEES BE’ER SHEVA FOR HARAN. SEE MAP

MEETING AT THE WELL: 2ND OF THREE SUCH MEETINGS:
1.ABE’S SERVANT WITH REBECCA

2.JACOB AND RACHEL

3.MOSES AND ZIPPORAH

THUS BEGINS THE FIRST LOVE STORY IN THE BIBLE:
GEN 29:9-19

NI ,NYT 9--AND AWK INXD-DY ,NND DN ;0RY 12T TV D
MK 122 INX-NIXD LN NIK112-N2,0N7-NX 2PV NIR] WK 00
MK 122 INY-NN ,PYN ,INIT 12 DYN 1IND-NN DX DY) WA 0K
T2 Y2 TAN 21 70 ,10P-NR NP1 50N ,aPY PYN KT NN
N LANT TADLL YN NI, NR1T-1 091 NI AN I )
PYIM Y PANNM* INNIPY Y1 INNIK-12 2PY? YRW-NIN 122 VN2
INNN T .NIND D1M2TD-22 DX ;1229 19D ;1N12-ONX NN 0
22 ANRRMIL DM UTN ,NY 2W ;NN MR MY IX 3210
AR2WNR-NN 2 NTAD ;DN IRT NN NIX-12T ,APYY
V1 T 0N NILPN DY) ,NND NYTIN DY (N1 DY 12291 TV
,2APY? ANNN N .NINID NAN ,AINR-NY? ;NN 0NN ;M2 KD
MNM DT .NILPDLINA DN, DY VAV JTIYN IR ONT-AN

2TRY NIV INNK YIRS ,ADN ARN 12 ANK AN 21D )19
*IN ANTICIPATION OF WHAT FOLLOWS HAZAL IN MIDRASH
TEACH RE LABAN HUGGING AND KISSING JACOB: HE
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HUGGED HIM TO FEEL IF HE WERE CARRYING ANY JEWELRY
ON HIS PERSON, HE KISSED HIM TO SEE IF HE WERE HIDING
JEWELS IN HIS MOUTH.

THE LEGAL DECEPTION
GEN 29:20-28
,DYTNN DM 1WA 1NN ;DY VIV , DN 2PpY? Tayn D
D P AYNR-NN N30 122-OX 2pY NN KD . ANK ININND
,DIPRN "WIN-73-NIX 122 9D 22 ."IK ,NXIAN INDND
ANN X2N N2 NIN2-NX NPN--27W312 NN AD .NRYn wyn
NX22--INNIY NIT-NNX ;M2 112 107 T2 Q2N ,NIN 51N
22-ON AN ;NIND NIN-1N3M,1P322 0 N2 .NNaY na
12 .07 NR2Y,TRY NITAY 5N XOD--2 'RY NNT-NND
192 ,N1YD NN2--MPNa 12 NPY-KD 127 INNI
NTAY1 ,NNT-NN-DA 12 NIAN ;NNT YW X917 12 .N71'03N
NN DIY-yaY Ty TRy Tayn WK
12,012 SNI-NX 12-107. DINT YA X917M: 12 2pY Wy nod
YN
CONSEQUENCES: HE WHO DECEIVED HIS FATHER IS
DECEIVED BY HIS FATHER-IN-LAW. JACOB’S FATHER WAS
BLIND SO HE COULD NOT SEE; IT WAS AT NIGHT AND
JACOB COULD NOT SEE THE SWITCH. JACOB WAS THE
WRONG SIBLING, BUT LEGALLY HE DESERVED THE
BLESSING BECAUSE ESAU GAVE HIM THE BIRTHRIGHT. LEAH

WAS THE WRONG SIBLING, BUT LEGALLY SHE DESERVED
JACOB BECAUSE SHE WAS THE OLDEST. QUID PRO QUO.
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BUT MORE PAIN FOLLOWS:
GEN 29:30-31

ARy Tayn ;nRDN SN1-NX-DA DKM ,ONT-OX DA Kan 5
TIND NNIP-D NN NI RD  MINK DIY-YaY Ty
NIRY ,2N7 ;APNI-NX NASN

CONTRAST: AHAV VS SANA: LOVE VS HATE. WAS LEAH
HATED, UNLOVED, OR FELT UNLOVED BECAUSE JACOB’S
LOVE FOR RACHEL WAS SO STRONG? ESAU HATED JACOB
SO MUCH THAT HE WANTED TO KILL HIM. SOLUTION: JACOB
LEAVES UNTIL ESAU CAN CALM DOWN. SO TOO, JACOB
HATED LEAH, SO GOD MAKES LEAH MORE VALUABLE TO
JACOB BY GIVING HIM CHILDREN —

4 SONS. THIS CAN SERVE TO MITIGATE HIS HATE.

LEVEL OF LEAH’S PAIN IS EXPRESSED IN THE NAMES OF
HER FIRST FOUR SONS:
GEN 29:32-35
N XD ,NIAK D N INY KIPRL,12 T2 NND 10m 22
-3 IANM 12 TIM, TV DDA OPN DINNY ,NRY 23--1)ya

2YNY NV KPR ;NT-NN-DA Y- 000N NINY-2 MmN yny
"MT2-D 02K WIN M2 DYAN NRY 1QKM 12 T2Mm Y 10m T2
NN 12 TOM TV 1I0m NY M2, NY-K1P 13-V ;002 NYOYW D
™TMYM ;NTIN ,NY NXIR 12-5VY--Mn-NIK NTIK DYan
NN
REUVEN = R’U B/VEN, LOOK, A SON. BUT TEXT HERE
MAKES A WORD PLAY, B/V AND N ARE SEEN AS ALLUSIONS
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TO B/V’ONYI = MY SUFFERING, RENDERING: GOD SAW MY
SUFFERING. [WHAT A HORRIBLE NAME FOR A CHILD!]
LEAH’S HOPED FOR RESULT: MY MAN WILL LOVE ME.

SHIM’ON = SHAMA + SNU’A — GOD HEARD THAT | WAS

HATED/UNLOVED. [ALSO A HORRIBLE NAME]

LEVI = YLAVHE — WILL ACCOMPANY; MY HUSBAND WILL
ACCOMPANY ME, WE WILL WALK TOGETHER — A SIGN OF
HIS AFFECTION FOR ME.

Y’HUDAH = ODEH — | WILL PRAISE GOD, AS IN HODU
L’ADONAI KI TOV. DOES THIS IMPLY THAT GOD’S
INTERVENTION WORKED?

THESE WERE NOT IN VITRIO PREGNANCIES, NOR WAS
JACOB ACTING AS A SPERM DONATOR. JACOB MUST HAVE
BEEN WILLING TO OVERCOME HIS NEGATIVE FEELINGS
TOWARD LEAH TO PHYSICALLY ENGAGE WITH HER
MULTIPLE TIMES. WE NO LONGER HEAR THE PAINFUL
UTTERANCES FROM LEAH THAT WE HEARD BEFORE.

THE NARRATIVE NOW SHIFTS TO RACHEL AND HER PAIN:
GEN 30:1-2
-DN IMNRAL;ANNING 5N KIRM ,APY?2 NT22 XD 2 ,0N1 N1M N
APY? AR-1M71 2 20X NN 1R-DX 02 2-N20 1Py,
ADI1-719, 710N VIR-1YK 1IN DWOX ANND 1NN ;5N
JEALOUSY IS NOW DRIVING RACHEL — FEAR THAT HER
STATUS AS MOST BELOVED IS SLIPPING AWAY. LEAH NEVER
YELLED AT JACOB; RACHEL AS FAVORITE COMES FROM A
PLACE OF GREATER SECURITY IN HER RELATIONSHIP WITH
JACOB. BUT THAT VERY SECURITY IS WEAKENED, AND SHE
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HAS MORE TO LOSE, SO SHE LASHES OUT — “GIVE ME
CHILDREN OR | WILL DIE!” MANY CLASSICAL
COMMENTATORS UNDERSTAND “l WILL DIE” AS
METAPHORIC — MY LIFE WILL BE MEANINGLESS, VACUOUS,
TOTALLY UNFULFILLED. BUT ONE WONDERS IF THIS IS
INTENDED TO BE NOT METAPHORIC BUT IRONICALLY AND
TRAGICALLY PROPHETIC: SHE DIES DOING THAT WHICH WAS
INTENDED TO FULFILL HER LIFE — GIVING BIRTH TO HE
SECOND CHILD, BENJAMIN. (ALTER, ESKENAZI/WEISS).
ALTER NOTED THAT THESE ARE THE FIRST SPOKEN WORDS
RACHEL UTTERS — FRAUGHT WITH PROFOUND PENT UP
EMOTIONS. MANY COMMENTATORS WONDER WHY SHE DID
NOT ASK JACOB TO PRAY FOR HER, OR WHY DIDN’T SHE DO
SO? AND WHY DIDN’T JACOB PRAY TO GOD ON HER BEHALF
AS ISAAC DID FOR REBECCA, INSTEAD OF ANGRILY
RESPONDING: “AM | IN PLACE OF GOD?” IS IT POSSIBLE
THAT JACOB IS ALSO EXPRESSING EXASPERATION WITH HIS
WIVES’ ISSUES?

BUT KEEP IN MIND — SOMETHING ELSE IS HAPPENING
HERE: NEXT, RACHEL’'S AND LEAH’S SLAVEGIRLS WILL HAVE
FOUR MORE SONS, AS HAGAR DID FOR SARAH, TO ASSIST
IN BRINGING FERTILITY TO THEIR MISTRESSES.

THEN REUBEN WILL FIND MANDRAKES — AN APHRODISIAC
— AND LEAH WILL HAVE TWO MORE BOYS (AND A GIRL),
AND RACHEL WILL FINALLY HAVE HER FIRST SON, WHAT HAS
EMERGED FROM ALL THE STURM UND DRANG OF THESE

TWO SISTERS? B’NAI YISRAEL!
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FROM THE PERSPECTIVE OF THE WOMEN AND JACOB, A
LOT OF KIDS. FROM GOD’S PERSPECTIVE, THEY HAVE
CREATED THE FOUNDATION OF A NATION, AND GOD’S
COVENANTAL PROMISE IS BEGINNING TO MATERIALIZE.

FROM A MODERN POV: ALL OF THIS DECEPTION REFLECTS

PROBLEMATIC SOCIAL REALITIES OF ANTIQUITY — MANY OF

WHICH CONTINUE TODAY:

*INEQUALITY OF MEN AND WOMEN

*WOMEN'’S LACK OF REAL POWER — SARAH IS THE ONLY
ONE WHO PUTS DIRECT PRESSURE ON HER HUSBAND

*SEGREGATED LIVES OF MEN AND WOMEN — NO REGULAR
COMMUNICATION

*EVILS OF MASTER — SLAVE RELATIONSHIPS

CONTINUING FAMILY DYSFUNCTIONALITY:
GEN 34 RAPE OF DINAH AND FALLOUT —
SUMMARIZE FIRST PART INCLUDING HAMOR AND SHECHEM
OFFER TO JACOB AND SONS. THEN READ SONS’ RESPONSE.
GEN 34:13-18
WK 11AT--NRINA NIAX MND-NX DIY-NK IpY-11 1Yy
1270 MPY2 521 XY , DMK 1IN T .DNNX N2 T DX KA
212 ,N10 N9IN-2 1N21Y 191N WIKRD INNIK-NNX NN2--TI0
121-52 D2 5NN2 1IN 1NN DX D22 MK) ,NNTA-IX D
,DJ7N 122YN ;1)2-NP) DI'NI12-NX1,022 1 NI1A-NX 1NN TV
1NA-NX DNRN--01NNY DK IWNYN ND-DX1 T . TONX DYY 170,
NN-12 DY 'Y ,MN0 Y3, 0027120 Nt A100m
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SO THE SHECHEMITES, THINKING THAT THE ARRANGEMENT
WOQOULD BE TO THEIR BENEFIT, AGREE AND A CIRCUMCISE
THEMSELVES. BUT THEN....
GEN 34:25-30
NYNY 1py2-)1-Y NP7 L, 0IND DNINA WOWD D1 NN Nd
12122 ,17107 ;NP2 ,1Y0-0Y AN )20 WK NPT INK M)
man NPT-NX NP1 ;2710-"92 12110 ,12 DIY-NNXI MNN-NNX1 1D
ANNAD WWN--1YD 1AM ,DW0NN-0Y IND ,APY? 1A T2 ANY ,DIY
YA IWN NN, DDMNN-NNY ,DIR22-NX1 DINY-NIX N2 .DNINKX
,DTYI-NKX DIL-72-NX1 D2'N-72-NX1 LI NP2 ,NTY WK-NX
M2-ON) 1WNY-DOK 2PV PN D .N'22 IWN-DI NN ;TN 12Y
N ,IN M9 YD LYIND 2R FFIENINY NN *DR1Y
1NN KD AN IR ATV 1D 12V 19D 1900
AMMNK-ANX NYY? NN
* YOU HAVE BROUGHT DISASTER
** MAKE ME STINK
RE SHIMON AND LEVI ISSUE, SEE GEN 49:5-7:
Y91 NAN-OX DTPAY .0DNHN12N ,DNRN D2--DNX M WwnYy N
N T.NY-1TRY DINID WK 10 DANX1 D 72D TNR-OX D20pP3A
DN DXOXL, 1PV DRININ ;NDYR 2 DNV ,TY *2 DAN

DEATH OF RACHEL — THE FIRST TRAGEDY OF JACOB’S
LIFE IN CANAAN, OR WAS IT SUCH A TRAGEDY?
GEN 35:16-20
,OT1 T2M ;NN1AN X122 YIND-N122 TY-"1" 98 AN D1 v
SN DTN N MMRALARTA ,ANYRNL NN T ART2A Upm
ANY NIPNL,NNN 12 AY9) NNX2 TN N )3 712 NT-DA-12 N'R
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1172 12P™ 5N, nnm L *Ypn1215-K1P AN F)IRA12

NIN--NN12P-2Y ,NA¥N 1pY? I¥1 3 .DN2 N2 NI ,NN19N
.D1PD-TY ,oN1-N12p_NAXN

*SON OF MY MOURNING/SORROW, OR MY GENERATIVE/
PHYSICAL STRENGTH

** SON OF MY STRENGTH (RIGHT HAND), OR SON OF THE
SOUTH (SOUTH OF JERUSALEM WHILE FACING EAST)
THERE IS NO STATEMENT OF JACOB CRYING OR MOURNING
— WHY? HE HAD A NEW SON FROM RACHEL AND THAT
COMFORTED HIM? GIVEN ALL THAT HE HAD EXPERIENCED
WITH HIS WIVES, HIS LOVE HAD DIMINISHED? DEATH OF A
WIFE IN CHILDBIRTH WAS A COMMON OCCURRENCE?
STRANGE: THE LAST WORDS UTTERED BY A DYING
PERSON, ESPECIALLY A MOTHER DESIGNATING THE NAME
OF THE CHILD, SHOULD CARRY GREAT WEIGHT, YET JACOB
IGNORES THIS AND RENAMES HIM. SHE HAD NAMED
JOSEPH, AND LEAH NAMED HER SONS. MAYBE HE WANTED
TO AT LEAST NAME ONE SON, ESPECIALLY IF IT REFERS TO
HIS STRENGTH.

BUT THEN ANOTHER PROBLEM FAMILY PROBLEM POPS
UP, MUCH LARGER THAN THE SHORT SHRIFT IT IS

REUVEN PREMATURE EVACUATION:

GEN 35:22

Y129 NNY2-NX 12WMN 121X 127 ,K100 YIND ONIR? 12W3 )N 22
NI ynum 1IN
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REUVEN SEEKS TO PREVENT BILHAH FROM MOVING UP TO
WIFE STATUS, POTENTIALLY WEAKENING HIS MOTHER
LEAH’S STANDING IN THE HOUSEHOLD, AND POSSIBLY HIS
OWN AS FIRST BORN. HE IS ASSERTING THIS STATUS AND
SYMBOLICALLY REMOVING (EVACUATING) JACOB FROM HIS
POSITION AS HEAD OF CLAN WHILE JACOB WAS STILL ALIVE
AND IN CHARGE; IT IS A DISREGARD OF NORMATIVE
PROTOCOL. SEE GEN 49:3-4:

TNa T .Y 1NN ,DXY 1N--2IK8 NN "M ,NAN 101 121K )2

2V WX ADOT TN ;1N 29WN N2y '3 ,ANIR-ON D22

THIS IS A FORESHADOWING OF ABSALOM AND DAVID.
ALL OF THIS IS CONTINUED MISERY FOR JACOB, AFTER HIS
SETTLEMENT IN THE LAND IN ANTICIPATION OF A PEACEFUL
AND REWARDING LIFE WITH HIS FAMILY. IS THIS PAYBACK
FOR ALL THE HEARTACHE JACOB CAUSED HIS PARENTS?
THIS IS ALSO ANOTHER EXAMPLE OF HOW THE BIBLE
EXPLAINS HOW CERTAIN REALITIES CAME TO BE: THE
TRIBES OF REUVEN, SHIMON, AND LEVI ENDED UP NOT
HOLDING ANY LAND OF THEIR OWN. HOW DID THIS
HAPPEN? THEIR FATHER CURSED THEM FOR THE HARM
THEY DID TO HIM. JUDAH ABSORBED SHIMON, REUVEN
SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN SWALLOWED UP BY MOAV. LEVITES
WERE PUT IN CHARGE OF THE TABERNACLE AND THE
PRIESTHOOD EMERGED FROM WITHIN THEIR RANKS, WHOM
THE LEVITES ENDED UP SERVING. THE LEVITES COULD NOT
CONTROL LARGE BLOCKS OF LAND, BUT THEY WERE GIVEN
48 TOWNS, SIX OF WHICH WERE THE CITIES OF REFUGE.
Joshua 21 recounts the fulfilment of God's command at the
request of the Levite leaders. A further list is provided in 1
Chronicles 6:54-8.
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MORE FAMILY PROBLEMS — JOSEPH AND HIS BROTHERS
IT ALL BEGINS WITH A FAMILIAR PATTERN OF BEHAVIOR:
GEN 37:1-4
APYY MTIOR N2NX 2 V22 ,YIND--12X M0 YIND ,APY? AW N
M2-NNX VL KM IR POIX-NIN YT N0 MY NPY-Yaw-12 qpD
-ON ,NY1 DNAT-NX D1 K27 ;00K W) ,N90T )3-NX Nn22
A2 ,NIN DPT-12-22--112-520 GD1-NN NN ,OXIPM A .DNNAN
PTIN-D2N DN AN INKR-2 NN AN T .DPA NN 10 NWN--
.DYOW2 1127 3102 K01 ;INK aNIm
RASHI AND BEREISHIT RABBAH IT THE NAIL ON THE HEAD:
apy» m1on nOX THESE ARE THE GENERATIONS OF JACOB
— And these are an account of the generations of Jacob: these
are their settlements and the events that happened to them until
they formed a permanent settlement.
WHAT IS RASHI’'S QUESTION? USUALLY EILEH TOL’DOT IS
FOLLOWED BY A GENEALOGICAL LISTING. HERE, IT JUMPS
RIGHT TO THE STORY OF JOSEPH. SO, RASHI SAYS THAT
THIS MEANS: THIS IS THE ACCOUNT OF WHAT HAPPENED TO
THE GENERATIONS OF JACOBS FAMILY UNTIL THEY CAME
BACK AND SETTLED IN THE LAND OF CANAAN. AND IT ALL
BEGINS WITH — RASHI CONTINUES:
The first cause is found in the narrative, “Joseph being
seventeen years old, etc. etc.” — it was through this incident
that it came about that they went down to Egypt. This is the
real explanation of the text and in it each statement finds its
proper setting.
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HAVING CLARIFIED WHAT HE CONSIDERS TO BE THE P’SHAT,
THE PLAIN MEANING OF THE TEXT, RASHI CONTINUES WITH
MORE INSIGHTS FROM MID. BER. RABBAH:

The Midrash, however, explains that by the words, “These are the
progeny of Jacob — Joseph”, Scripture regards all Jacob’s sons
as secondary to Joseph for several reasons: first, the whole
purpose of Jacob in working for Laban was only for Rachel,
Joseph’s mother, (and all his children were born only in
consequence of this); then, again, Joseph’s facial features bore a
striking resemblance to those of Jacob. Further, whatever
happened to Jacob happened to Joseph: the one was hated, the
other was hated; in the case of the one his brother wished to Kill
him so, too, in the case of the other, his brethren wished to Kill
him. Many such similarities are pointed out in (Genesis Rabbah
84:5-6; Genesis Rabbah 84:8). JR: INCLUDING THE FACT THAT
BOTH DIED IN EGYPT AND HAD THEIR REMAINS CARRIED
BACK TO CANAAN AND BURIED IN MAKHPEILAH.

JR MIDRASH ON THE MIDRASH: THIS IS THE MIDRASH’S WAY
OF SAYING: WHAT GOES AROUND, COMES AROUND. SOME
CALL IT KARMA =

(in Hinduism and Buddhism) The sum of a person's actions in
this and previous states of existence, viewed as deciding their
fate in future existences. BIBLE DOES NOT TEACH THE IDEA OF
GILGUL NEFASHOT, THAT IS KABBALAH; BUT IN BIBLE THE
CAUSE/EFFECT OF BEHAVIOR DECIDES ONE’S FUTURE FATE
IN THIS LIFE.

BER. RABBAH 84:8 ALSO ADDS ANOTHER OBSERVATION ON
JACOB GIVING JOSEPH THE STRIPED COAT: “A PARENT
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SHOULD NOT SINGLE OUT ONE CHILD FOR SPECIAL
TREATMENT BECAUSE IT CAUSES THE SIBLINGS TO HATE
THE FAVORED CHILD.” INDEED!

JR MIDRASH ON THE MIDRASH: JACOBS FAVORITISM
INITIATES THE PROCESS THAT LEADS HIS SONS SINFUL
HATRED AND MISTREATMENT OF THEIR BROTHER AND
THEIR FATHER — AS NOTED IN CLASS PREVIOUSLY — AND
THE CONSEQUENCE FOR THAT IS THAT JACOB AND HIS
SONS AND THEIR FAMILIES WILL END UP IN EGYPT AND
NEVER AGAIN LIVE IN CANAAN. THEY END UP PERMANENTLY
IN EXILE. AND ONLY THEIR CHILDREN’S CHILDREN’S......
CHILDREN WILL GET BACK TO THE PROMISED LAND.

THIS IS THE ULTIMATE FULFILLMENT OF GOD’S PROMISE TO
ABRAHAM. AND....... IT IS THE FORESHADOWING OF THE
ULTIMATE FATE OF AM YISRAEL IN 8TH AND 6TH CENTURIES
BCE — HORRIFIC “EGYPT LIKE” SUFFERING, EXILE, AND
RETURN OF A LATER GENERATION TO THE LAND OF ISRAEL.

58



SESSION 6 — The Triumphant Moses

SESSION 7 — The Tragic Moses

1.MOSES WITH HELPERS AS HIS POWERS DECLINE
HOVAV AS GUIDE?
NUM 10:29-36
DIPNRD-DX DTIX DWD) ,NYN 1NN MTAN DXIYI1*-12 12N ,NYn 1K1 LI
-2V 210-127 MN*-'2,72 12V AKX N2 ;D22 1AX NN ,MN? 1IN WX
N> 2N ATAN-DKOXIN-DR-OK 1D TN ND OX N D DKIw?
A2 NMM ,12TR2 NN ,AYT 12-5Y 12 NN ATYA K)-DX ,ANPNM
-1V N 20N WK ,NIND 210D N QY 120-2 ,n0 25 .02
YD MN-NM2 11800 NWOY 11T7,MN? 100 WD a2 .72 110N
,OR1 , DNV M 121 T2 .NMIN ,DN?2 1IN?2 ,0'N! NYOY 11T ,0N197
{p} .nNnD-1n ,DYPI2
* SAME PERSON AS IN EX 2:16-17 (J) = HOVAV IS MOSES’ BROTHER-
IN-LAW
WHY IS MOSES DOING THIS? WHERE IS HIS FAITH IN GOD, WHO HAD
ALREADY EXPLAINED TO HIM THAT GOD WOULD LEAD THE WAY?

AND SEE VV 33-34 HERE. AND VV 35-36, WHERE IT IS CLEAR THAT
GOD IS LEADING THE WAY:

AKIPN DI PN IXAN M NMP YN IR 1IN VDI TN N0
{D} ONIw2 95K M7 ,MM N2 K NN . JMan
AND CP. V 33 nnman AND V 36 nn 21 SO THE ASSUMPTION IS THAT
GOD IS, INDEED THE GUIDE. GOD LED THEM OUT OF EGYPT TO SINAI
BEFORE, PER EX 13:21: DNNJ12 ,12¥ Tnya 0RY DN19Y 7190 Minn XD
N2121 001 ,NJ22--DN2 XD WK TNyl N1, 1170,
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| SUGGEST THE ONE OF THE REASONS THIS IS HERE IS TO INDICATE
MOSES UNCERTAINTY RE GOD’S CAPACITY TO LEAD THE PEOPLE TO
CANAAN. HIS FAITH HAS WEAKENED.

MOSES’ DEATH WISH — 70 ELDERS: NUM 11
Num 11:4-14
M NN DN 13 DA 122N IIW SNIND XD 12TP WK DIDNMN T
NX1,DNYPD NN ;DIN ,0°1¥02 DINI-IWN ,MATO-NN 1012010 .3 12208
PN, NP1 DY NIV . DIMYD-NX,D2¥IN-NX 1XNN-NX D NYIND
1Y 1RN-ON NY2--D3
NN O8-107 1978 MDY ,LNR--1"NNAYNY N3 ,0YyN-NX Nwn ynwn »
-N2 R ,ATAV? DYVIN NN ,NMN-OK YN PR XY V] NYn )y TN
AR MIN IND 2 22Y--THD DYD-52 RPD-NR , DD :17°Y2 )N N¥n
K1 YN IR INKRY 12X IRN-1I AMAT? ,JIR-DX--TD DYN-J2
, V2 70 1NN A NIN? AYAY) WK ,ANTND [DX] DY, D-NN 1PN
-ND> T 12280 121 12-N10 ,INK2 2V 1213 [0 DYN-227 NNY
-TIN N22-DX11D .20, 712 ') TN DYN-22-NX NKRY? ;1727 1IN DN
{a} 2ny12 ,ANIR-OKX) 577702 10 RYN-DR--1T1 K 2270 "2 DY
* MALE CARETAKER OF CHILDREN
V 11-12—HAVE WE EVER BEFORE HEARD MOSES SAY ANYTHING LIKE
THIS? V. 13—DID HE FORGET WHAT WE READ IN EX 16 ABOUT THE
QUAIL? V14—DID HE EVER SAY THIS BEFORE? V15—KILL ME! AND
THIS COMPLAINT WAS NOT AIMED AT HIM AS WERE THE PREVIOUS
ONES. WHY DIDN’T HE SIMPLY SAY TO GOD: REMEMBER THE QUAIL
— LET’S DO A RERUN.
THE BALANCE OF THE CHAPTER TELLS OF THE QUAIL COMING AND
PEOPLE DYING BECAUSE THEY GORGED ON THE MEAT. MOSES
SELECTS WORTHY MEN WITH WHOM GOD SHARES SOME OF MOSES
POWER. SEEING HOW THEY RESPONDED MOSES SAYS: WOULD THAT
ALL THE PEOPLE WERE PROPHETS.
WHAT HAS HAPPENED TO MOSES? WHY THE NEED FOR THE HELP?
1—HE WAS BURNED OUT AFTER ALL HE DID AT SINAI.
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2—HE HAD TO BE SHOWN TO BE A HUMAN.

3—EXPLAIN HOW THE 70 ELDERS CAME TO BE — BUT DOES THIS
EXPLAIN EX 24?

4—BRIDGE TO NUM 12: MIRIAM AND AARON.

5—THIS STORY IS ONE ELEMENT OF A CONSCIOUSLY DESIGNED
NARRATIVE WITH MULTIPLE MESSAGES EMBEDDED IN IT TO LAY
THE FOUNDATION FOR THE BOOKS THAT FOLLOW AND THE FACT
THAT AFTER MOSES DIES, THE SAME ISSUES HE FACED CONTINUE
TO ANGER GOD AND GOD’S EARTHLY HUMAN REPRESENTATIVES.

2. MIRIAM AND AARON CHALLENGE MOSES UNIQUE STATUS:
THE DECLINE CONTINUES, NOW IN THE FAMILY
NUM 12
NYNR-2 NP2 WK YN NYKRN MTR-5Y ,N¥nNa 170X 01N 12T N
,VNYN 5727 132-Da ,N0N--N1N? 12T NYNA-IX P10 NN 1 .NRY ,n'w)
{D} .NRTRD 9-5Y WK ,DTRD ,02N--TRR Y ,AYN PRI A .
PTIN-JX ,DINY2YIRY ,DN-DK1 1IOR-DX) NYN-OK DR TN N T
10N NP ;90NR0 NNS TIYM Y TRYa Mn? 71N .DRYIY INY ;TVIN
MM--DIN) MN-ON 2T NI-WRY AN DDMIYIRYD, DM
NN) ,2N12-522 :AYN 1TAY ,12-K0 T 12-12TIN DI9NA LVTION MOX NIKIRa*
;D12 , M NN NTIND KDY AINIM™ 12-12TR N9-DX N9 N .NIN
1D ,2YM 1 L1271,02 MY OX-1DM L .AYNA 1T7aYa 1277 ,DONT KD T
JDYIXN NI, D0IN-ON 10X 197 ;2282 NYINN DN MM ,D0KD Oyn
NN YN NNV 1Y NWN K)-OX--0TX 2 NWYN-OX 10X 1N KXY
2722 X0 22X ,INK DNIN ANNYD WK ,NNI , NN NI-OX 21 AINLD IWNL
{9} .A2 N2 X971 K) ,ON NN MN-ONX ,NYN pyyn x
*VISION  **CLEARLY AND NOT OPAQUELY (IN RIDDLES) ***LIKENESS
****ACTED FOOLISHLY
V.1 KUSHITE = EHTIOPIAN? A TRIBE OF MIDIANITES? — POSSIBLE
IMPLICATION: WHY DOES HE DESERVE TO BE THE LEADER? AFTER
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ALL, HE MARRIED OUT. THEY SEEM TO BE TALKING BETWEEN
THEMSELVES — ONLY GOD HEARD, MOSES DID NOT.

V.2 E.G. WE ARE HIS EQUALS — WHY DOES HE HAVE ALL THE
POWER?

V.3 MOSES DID NOT FLAUNT HIS POWER, IMPLYING BY CONRAST
THAT THEY WANTED NOTORIETY, NOT THE ABILITY TO BETER SERVE
GOD AND THE PEOPLE.

V.4 GOD IS PISSED. HE HAS TO COME TO DEFEND MOSES.

V.6 1N — NOT THROUGH A DREAM OR A VISION, OR THROUGH
MOSES. MOST UNUSUAL AND DUE TO GOD’S ANGER. Dax»2) — AS
OPPOSED TO MOSES WHO IS NOT CALLED A NAVI IN EX-NUM; ONLY
IN DT. GOD SPEAKS TO MOSES INTIMATELY, CLEARLY, UNLIKE THE
PROPHETS.

VV.7-8 — MOSES IS EVED — SERVANT OF GOD. NOT PROPHET.
MEMBER OF GOD’S HOUSEHOLD. WHAT DOES THAT MEAN? SEE
MILGROM NUM XEROX PAGE.

“*IMPORTANT STATEMENT RE MOSES AS PROPHET: THERE IS NO
DOUBT THAT MOSES ACTS AS THE PARADIGMATIC NAVI: HEARS
VOICE OF GOD SPEAKING; MOUTHPIECE FOR GOD IN CONVEYING
GOD’S WORDS TO PEOPLE — BASIC MEANING OF NAVI; ADVOCATES
FOR GOD TO PEOPLE; ADVOCATES FOR PEOPLE TO GOD; LIKE SOME
OTHER PROPHETS, CAN DO MIRACULOUS THINGS (ELIJAH AND
ELISHA); PREDICTS FUTURE (PLAGUES, CONSEQUENCES OF
FOLLOWING OR NOT FOLLOWING LAW). BUT HE IS MORE. HE IS A
JUDGE, A LAW GIVER, A LEADER OF THE MASSES, A PRIEST, AN
ORGANIZER. PERHAPS THIS IS WHY IN EX, LEV, NUM MOSES IS
NEVER CALLED A NAVI. IN FACT, HE IS CALLED TWO THINGS: ELOHIM
— EX'4:14-16 AND 7:1-2 EH 334, 356-7; EVED — EX 14:30-31 EH 405,
NUM 12:6-9 EH 834, WHERE MOSES IS CONTRASTED WITH THE
N’VI’'IM, PROBABLY REF TO ELDERS IN NUM 11:16-17, 24-29,
EH829-32, AND, EARLIER, RE MIRIAM, 15:20 EH 412 (ALL OF THESE EX.
OF ECSTATIC PROPHECY) AND AARON, WHO AS PRIEST WITH
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ORACLE CAN ALSO SHARE GOD’S MESSAGES WITH PEOPLE.
NOWHERE IN ANY OF SUCH PLACES IN EX, LEV, NUM IS MOSES
CALLED NAVI. ONLY IN DT IS THAT TERM APPLIED TO MOSES, AND
THAT COMES FROM A DIFFERENT TRAD.

VV9-13 — SUM UP WITH EMPHASIS ON AARON’S GRAPHIC PLEA AND
MOSES URGENT PRAYER.

BETRAYAL BY THE SCOUTS AND THE PEOPLE—MOSES IS NOT
THE FIRST RESPONDER
NUM 13
SUMMARIZE THE SCOUTS’ JOURNEY INTO CANAAN, AND THEIR
INITIAL REPORT, INCLUDING REF TO GREAT, GIANT WARRIORS AND
THEIR WALLED CITIES. CALEB, NOT MOSES, URGES THAT PEOPLE
HAVE FAITH IN GOD AND GO FORWARD, IN SPITE OF APPARENT
DANGERS. 10 OF SCOUTS SAY NO — WE CANNOT DO IT.
NUM 14
-2y 12911 2 .NINND 12122 ,0YN 1221 ;D27P-NK 19071 ,NTYN-22 @M X
YIN2 20NR-10 ,NTYN-22 DN2NK 1INKRN ;DX 1)1 52 ,)INNX-O)) Nwn
LJNTD YIND-ON 2NN X120 M N1 A AINNR-10 , TN 12TR2 IX ,DM¥N
AINNN T .ONMIEN 1YW 112 27D NIDN ;122 1N 1I9D) 1WI--211NA 59
s0N9-2Y 1IN NWN 29M N .ANI¥N NI ,UNKIT NIN) INR-DN UIN
,01ND-11 ,N227-12 2221 ,)13-12 YPinn 1 OXIP? 13 ATY YNp-23 ,11aY
YIND INNZ OKIP-)3 NTY-22-OK AMNNI T D00 DA WIR--YIND-NX
--MN? 132 YAN-DX N TN TRN L,YIND N2ID--ANK N2 712 1)712Y WK
TN D .WIT 290 NAT NIN-IWK YIRS 222 NINN L, DNTD YIND-ON 0N X2
D?X 1D ;DN 1NN2 22 ,YIND DY-NX INT'A-OX DAN) ATINAR-DKX ,NIn'a
;0)2X1 , 00N DAY ,NTYD-22 1NN .DXTA-OX AKX NN DN2YN
{9} .Sxaw 12-53-5K ,TYIn STINA NN M TIan
VV.1-2 — PEOPLE CRY IN DESPAIR, COMPLAIN TO MOSES — THIS
TIME BLAME GOD. FIRST TIME.
V.3— MOSES AND AARON ARE HELPLESS. SEEK GOD’S HELP.
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VV.6-9 — JOSHUA AND CALEB, NOT MOSES, AGAIN TRY TO
CONVINCE PEOPLE TO GO BECAUSE GOD IS WITH THEM. URGE
PEOPLE NOT TO REBEL AGAINST GOD. NEW LEADERSHIP IS
ASSERTING ITSELF.
V.10— PEOPLE START TO STONE JOSH AND CALEB, BUT GOD’S
GLORY APPEARS.
NUM 14:11-20, 28-34
N1 1MN-ND L NIN-TYL THD DYD NN NINX-TY ,NYN-OX M 1N XY
-2 10N ,NPYN ;197K ,712T2 129K 2 12192 "N'wY WK ,MINND 5231
aN22 NDYN-12,DM¥N WYY MN-OX ,NYN IPRMN A 2PN ,DIXY) 71T
N NAN-2WNY  ONTD YIND AWP-OX 1IN T 1327190 "D DYN-NKX
1Y TRV ,DN2Y TAY 1201 ,MNT NRX X 1WA 1Y-IWK D DYD 17193
WIND ,TTD DYD-NX NONMAL .N212 UK TNV, 001 DN*)92 120 NN
,MIN NP2 1N2AN TV NN ,AYNY-NK WNY-TYN ,DNA0 110K ;TN
™.73703 ,DLNIY ;DN YaY)-IWN ,YIXD-OK ,THD DYD-NX K2NY
-17) DN 1IN, M .ANK? ,N12T IWN2 )TN N2 K)-DT2 ,NAV)
DWHY-5Y ,01)2-5Y MIAX Y TRa--NP ND ,NP) ;VE Y KL, TPN
WK ;ATPN STA--D DYD NY2 ,K)-N2D LY .0WAT-DW)
17272 2AN2D ,MN MMNMT 2 .7IN-TY) DMIXNN ,MTN DY NNNY)
NPYN 12 1IR3 DNIAT WK ,KO-DX ,MNT-DN) X", 002K 7N N2
DY 1310 ,0719P0-527 ,02°TR9-591 D219 199! THN 13TA3 LI .DI?
MRY) WK YIND-ON INID ,DOX-DX D QY D000 WK YN ,my
--D29D1 K> 11312 YYANM ,M)91-12 222-DK 22--A3 DINX 1YY ,»T-NK
13 DADRN WK ,YIND-AX WTN--DAX MR 101 122 ,D00K WK
D'Y1IX ,12TN2 D'W1 10 D221 2D .70 127732 159'--DANX , 02371291 25
-IWUN DN 19PN2 TO 12701 ,02°7129 DR-TY--DNUI-NN ARYN MY
YA MY2 D1 NP2 DI*--DI* DWAIN,YIXD-NX DAA
DARIA-NK,DAYTY ;MY DWIIN D NNY-NK
READ WITH CLASS THE HIGHLIGHTED PASSAGES. NOTE VV 17-20. CP
EX 34:7-8.
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BUT IN THE END, THIS IS A HUGE DEFEAT FOR MOSES, AND FOR
GOD. MOSES WAS TO BRING THE PEOPLE INTO CANAAN AND GET
THEM SETTLED, SO THEY COULD BECOME THERE A GREAT
NATION, AND GOD’S COVENANTAL PROMISE TO ABE WOULD BE
FULFILLED. THE PUNISHMENT MEANT THAT MOSES WOULD NOT
BRING THE PEOPLE HE BROUGHT OUT OF SLAVERY — HIS
GENERATION — INTO CANAAN. HE WOULD BRING A NEW GROUP
OF ISRAELITES INTO THE LAND. THIS MEANT HE WOULD HAVE TO
START OVER IN ESTABLISHING RELATIONSHIPS. HE CAME TO
KNOW THE SLAVE MENTALITY. NOW HE WOULD HAVE TO LEAD A
PEOPLE RAISED IN LIMBO, IN THE WILDERNESS, NOT SLAVE BUT
NOT FULLY FREE — LOCKED IN A WILDERNESS PRISON FOR 38
YEARS. HOW WOULD THEY FARE IN THE SINAI? WHAT IMPACT
WOULD THAT HAVE?

AND MOSES WORST CASE SCENARIO POPS UP SOON AFTER THE
PEOPLE HEAD AWAY FROM THE BORDER WITH CANAAN BACK OUT
INTO THE WILDERNESS. — ———

KORACH, DATAN, AND AVIRAM REVOLT AGAINST MOSES
AND AARON — MOSES FINDS HIS MOJO
NUM 16-17

KORACH, A LEVITE, HAS ISSUES WITH HIS COUSIN AARON RE
PRIESTHOOD. DATAN, AVIRAM, AND ON, FROM TRIBE OF FIRST-BORN
REUVEN HAVE ISSUES WITH MOSES RE OVERALL LEADERSHIP. THEIR
CHALLENGE — WORDS OF TRUE DEMAGOGUES (NUM 16:3 EH 861):
“YOU HAVE GONE TOO FAR! FOR ALL THE COMMUNITY ARE HOLY,
ALL OF THEM, AND THE LORD IS IN THEIR MIDST. WHY THEN DO
YOU RAISE YOURSELVES ABOVE THE LORD’S CONGREGATION?”
TAKES OUT OF CONTEXT WORDS EMBEDDED IN EX 19:5-6 (JR READ
ALONE): 5. “NOW THEN, IF YOU WILL OBEY ME FAITHFULLY AND
KEEP MY COVENANT, YOU SHALL BE MY TREASURED POSSESSION
AMONG ALL THE PEOPLES. INDEED, ALL THE EARTH IS MINE, 6. BUT
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YOU SHALL BE TO ME A KINGDOM OF PRIESTS AND A HOLY
NATION.” AND LEV 19:2: D21DX M 2N ,PATR 12 2R DwWTp.
MOSES AND AARON DID NOT RAISE THEMSELVES UP. BY THIS TIME IT
SHOULD HAVE BEEN CLEAR THAT THEY WERE ACTING AT THE
BEHEST OF GOD.
SO, FOLLOWING GOD’S ORDERS, MOSES HAS 250 KORAH-LED
REVOLT LEADERS WITH FIRE PANS AND INCENSE STAND AT
ENTRANCE TO MISHKAN, WHICH THEY DO. THEY AND KORACH WILL
BE CONSUMED BY DIVINE FIRE FROM THE MISHKAN. AND NOTE THAT
MOSES SAYS THAT THIS WILL BE EVIDENCE THAT HIS LEADERSHIP IS
VALID. AND THE 250 ARE CONSUMED BY A DIVINE FIRE THAT COMES
OUT OF THE MISHKAN, WHERE THEY WERE STANDING. THIS
DEMONSTRATES THAT AARON’S LEADERSHIP IS VALID.
DATAN AND AVIRAM CHALLENGE MOSES WITH THIS CHARGE:
’2,LYNT A NYYI KD IMRLINON A DTN INT? K2 ,nYn Moy
11RYN-DA 1°2Y 1NRYN-12 1137701 ,00N02 ,U1T 220 NITYIND DN02Y0.
07191 NTY 1202 ,102-1AM NN ,PATI 29N NATYIN-DRND R D
.2V1 XD —IP2R* , 0NN DWYIRD YN
*LIT: GOUGE OUT THEIR EYES = “PULL THE WOOL OVER THEIR EYES.”

THEN WE READ THE FOLLOWING:

NUM 16:20-35

N22X1 ;NN NTYD NN 5TAN R NKI 1OXR-OX NYN-OX ,Mn? 1217 2
YIRN* IW2-52D nMD 0ON DK 1IN ,DNM8-DY 19971 1) .Wa12 0NN

12T T2 N2 NWYN-ON ,MiN 127122 {D} .Q¥PR NTYN-52 OV ,N0M TN

,IYN DR N2 .DINNT ,NIP-12WN2** ,2101PN0 ,10VN DK ,NTVD-OX
1D, MK NTTYD-5X 12710 OXIY? T DK 1297 ;D71ANNNT-ON 121
A9DR-19 D02 TWK-222 WAN-IX ,NZND DWYIN DWIKD 20K VN )
DTANIINT ;2°2PN--071AN1 DT NIP-128n** Dyn 15y 12 .DONLN-2]3
NNTA ,NYN ;AN N2 .DALY ,DN")1 DNWN ,DN20X NN D18 INY?
1250 ,82-2 MYRN DWYNAN-22 AX MPY2 MDY M- ,NyTn
N2--DN"2Y TR2? ,DTRN-22 NTRO ,N2NX 11NN ,DTRN-22 NINI-DN LI
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NY23 9-NK ANTRD NNYM NN K1 NRMZ-DX) D .9N2Y M
DWIKT 1¥K) 12, DAYTN--NZRY ,DMN TN DN WK-D2-NK) DAX
YRAM ;N8N 0M12T0-72 NIX ;1277 ,ANY22 )N KD .MIM-NX N2NRN
-NXY DAN Y22/ ,N'9-NX YIXD NRIM 27 .DDANA WK ,NNTRN
WK-D21 DN AT AD .PADTN-52 ANY ,NIP? WK DTXN-D2 XY, DN N3
SONT> ONRD NANITANM ,YIND DN2Y DM ;NINY--DMN ,DN?
w1 no YIND Y2109 10N 1D 107D 1D1--DNID WK DN
{P} .mLPD 22PN PR DIDRM DWYNND NX ,DIKA ;MmN NXD ,NIRY?
* 3RD TIME MOSES SAVES THE PEOPLE *DWELLING AREA
READ HIGHLIGHTED PASSAGES AND COMMENT. NOTE: NOWHERE
DOES IT SAY THAT GOD TOLD MOSES WHAT WAS GOING TO HAPPEN.
DID GOD TELL MOSES BUT WE DO NOT KNOW THAT? OR, AS
HAPPENS FROM TIME TO TIME, MOSES DICTATES WHAT THE
MIRACULOUS HAPPENING WILL BE. NOTE: MOSES MAKES CLEAR
THAT GOD IS DOING THIS, NOT HE; AND GOD IS CREATING A NEW
PHENOMENON: THE EARTH WILL OPEN AND SWALLOW EVIL
PEOPLE.
MOSES IS BOLD AND CONFIDENT AGAIN, UNLIKE THE PREVIOUS
EVENTS WHICH INDICATED A LESSENING OF HIS POWER. PERHAPS
THE FACT THAT HE WAS ABLE TO NEGOTIATE WITH GOD RE THE
SCOUTS INCIDENT GAVE HIS CONFIDENCE A BOOST. BUT, AS WE
WILL SEE, THAT SUCCESS AND HIS SUCCESS HERE MAY HAVE
BEEN TOO MUCH TO HANDLE.
THERE IS STILL ONE MORE ISSUE TO MANAGE: AARON’S STATUS. IN
NUM 17 WE READ THAT THE PEOPLE WERE ANGRY OVER THE DEATH
OF SO MANY PEOPLE:
,D0NT DANX INKRY )I0X-O0 NYN-5Y ,N1N7N ,OX1Y-1)1 NTY-22 119711
,TYIN STIN-DX 1197 )I0XR-D0 NYN-OY NTYN DNpna NN T .Mmn? DY-NX
TVIN DTN 3-OX 110K YN K11 N.Mn? 7122 ,87171 512910 10D Nan)
DN NN ,ANTD ATYN NAN AR ANKRY NWN-OX ,mn? 121 L (D}
1N NANAN-NNX NP ,I0K-OX YN IPRN X .DNM9-DY ,109M ;Va12
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DN2Y 1921 ,NTYN-OX 11NN 71210 ,N VP D) NATAN DYn UK Ny
YI11,NYN 12T WK 11X NP 22 900 5NN ,MN? 9Y0 A¥pn Ry
2 .DYR-5Y ,192M,N70PD-AX 1M ;DY2 ,9110 DNn 1IN ,2NPn NR-OK
, 119202 0NN NN T N300 , XYM ;000 1 ,DNNR0-1a TMmyn
UMD .NIP-12T-5Y ,D NN TAYN--NMNA YILQ 99N 1Y NYIIN
XYY, 11020 ;TYIN STIN NNQ-ON. ,NYN-DX 110X
*THIS IS THE 4TH TIME MOSES SAVES THE PEOPLE. GOD IS REALLY
ON A RANT!
SO NOW GOD DECIDES THE PROBLE IS AARON’S PRIESTHOOD. SO
HE DEVISES THE TEST OF THE STAFFS. AND AARON IS THE WINNER.
GOD THEN COMMANDS MOSES:
,MIND NINYN2 ,MTYN 192 170X NPN-NN YN ,NYN-OX M 1PN NI
MmN MY WKI YN ,PYyN 10 anm NO1,"2yn DNNAOA 52m Mn*-219
{9} .nwy12 NN
*REBELIOUSNESS, DISOBEYING GOD
AARON’S STAFF, NOW A RELIGIOUS ARTIFACT OF THE SANCTUARY,
WILL BE USED AS A SIGN TO REMIND REBELS AGAINST GOD WHAT
HAPPENED WITH THE GREAT REVOLT, AND THIS WILL INDUCE
THEM TO STOP, AND THEY WILL NOT DIE. THIS IS VERY IMPORTANT
FOR THE NEXT EVENT. ASLO, REMEMBER THE WORD MERI.

3.THE ROCK — THE CRASH
NUM 20:1-13

nnNm;YTRa ,DYN AWM TWRIN WUTN2 ,1¥-12T NTYN-22 ONIP-")1 ININ N
JIDN-OV1 NYN-OY 150p1 ;NTY2 ,0M NN-N>12 .0Y 12pMm , 00 DY
NN T .M 9% 1NN V1232 12V121191 , 1KY 1K ;NYN-DY ,0Y0 1112
N1 N 117W1 NN ,0W MY ;710 12TAN-OX ,Mn? S0p-NX DNNIN
TINDY VT DIpN ND 7D YN DIPpRD-ONX NN XINY , 018NN Noyn
DTN NN-OX 00PN 190 110X NYN X211 .MAYY X D107 190
{9} .DNOKX ,MMN-T212 X1 ;0NM8-5Y 1531 ,TYIN
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10ON NRX NTYD-NN D0P0 ,NVRN-AX NR N .NNKY NYN-OX M a1t
V200110 D0 DN DRXIM 0N 100,002 Y2PN-OK DR1AT 1NN
YKD NN 920 ,NPAN-NX YN NP L .DTYA-NX NTYD-NX QpYm
N1-YNY ;0N 1R ;Y200 3-OX--50PN-NX ,)I0X NYN1oNpn ANy
YIDD-NNX 11 )T-NX NYn D71 X .00 DI XX ,71N V2DD-1Rn--DMnn
M MR {D} DY NTYD IYM D271 D0 IRY;DRYa--1Nvna
N2 ,122--OK1W1 7102 WTR0Y )3 DRINKD-ND W, 10K-IX NWn-OK
127-IWK ,N2IN M NR0D A .DNY RN-WR YIND-ON D 2NR0-NX NI
D3 WP ;M -NX OX1P-1)2
NUM 20:23-29 — DEATH OF AARON AND THAT WORD AGAIN
ANNY L DITN-YIN 2123-0Y ,9010 1N ,)I0K-OX NYN-OX MiN? 1K1 A0
-IWR DY--ONIW 1110 "RNI WKL YIND-IN K21 RD 2D, 1Y-OK 0K DX T2
,D0N DYD ;132 ,MYON-NINT ) I0X-NX , NP N2 .N2MN M2 ,19-NX DN
10X 2 MYIN-NIN DAY P TA-NX IOX-NX DY 12 .00 1N
=22 Y7 200 IN-OX DY ;MN MY WK ,NYN wyn ) DY N DN
NN 12 MYIN-NNX DONX YAYM PTA-NNX 1IOX-NIN YN bYan NI .NTyn
V1212 ,NTYN-22 AN DI .AN0-1R TYIN YN 111100 WK1 ,0W 10X
{o} .Ox1 N2 53,01 DWOHY IION-NX 1211 ;70X
NUM 27:12-14 — GOD TELLS MOSES HOW HE WILL DIE AND THERE
IS THAT WORD AGAIN
WKL YIND-NN DX D DM2V0 10-OK N2Y,NPN-oK M 1K1 2
DN TWND ,NAN-DA JAY-OX NIDXN,ADN NN A OXIY? 212 ,\nn)
,0'11 IYTPNY ,NTVN N1IN2 ,1¥-12TN2 DNMIN AWND T U PNINX DN
{D} 2¥-12TN ,WUTR N2MIN-"R DN DY)

This is the first time 1. Moses violates God’s orders, seemingly not having
faith in God’s plan; 2. Makes it sound as if he and Aaron are responsible
for doing a miracle (bringing forth the water) and makes no mention of God
in his words to the people — further signs of his decline. Compare with
Dt. version where no mention is made of Moses at the rock, and God’s
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denying him entrance into the land is associated with peoples refusal to
enter land — Dt 1:22-40 EH 986-88. Note:Moses, not Caleb is the one
who urges people to go in. And see esp.37-40 EH 988, re why Moses
could not enter land. Does whitewashe, ignore, or does not know Num
version of the incident in order to preserve Moses image as greatest Navi
(see below re death of Moses)? But see Dt 32:48-52

EH 1194-95, surprise!

Num 25:1-13 EH 907-08, 918-19 — the Ba’al Pe’or incident and
Pinhas designated as a leader of the next generation and progenitor of line
of priests.

Num 27:12-22 EH 928-29 — succession of Moses by Joshua.
Moses calls God’s attention to need fro someone to fill his shoes.

Num 31:1-54 EH 943-49 — Moses as General of the Army and
victory over Midianites, working with HP Eleazar and Pinhas as priests —
next generation at work
(Re prior victories over Sihon, Og, Num 21:21-22:1 EH 891-93, Moses
leadership role less clearly defined.)

4. Death of Moses — Dt 34:5-12 EH 1210-12. Why is Moses’ grave kept a
secret? So no shrine will be built where people might come to worship
God and Moses or pray to God through his intercession? Remember, Dt is
the only book of Torah that categorically denies the legitimacy of
worshipping God in any place other than the ONE PLACE where God
chooses to put God’s name. Doing anything that would enable Israelites to
worship in a place other than, what would later be, the Temple, would be a
sin of cosmic proportions.

SESSION 8 — Did Aaron actually make the Golden Calf? How
many Golden Calves were there?
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SESSION 9 — Why are the lives of Jacob and David so
similar?
Jacob / David Parallels

Joel Rembaum

[ A number of the parallels presented below have been noted and discussed in the
following studies which serve as the foundation for this paper.

1. Alter, Robert, The David Story, A Translation and Commentary of 1 and 2
Samuel (1999) — see Index, p. 401, “Jacob story.”

2. Fishbane, M., "Composition and Structure in the Jacob Cycle (Gen.
25:19-35:22)," JJS 26 (1975), 15-38.

3. , "Gen. 25:19-35:22, The Jacob Cycle," Text and Texture (1979),
40-76.
4. Zakovitch, Yair, Jacob: Unexpected Patriarch.,Yale University Press, 2012.]

The story of the life of Jacob, from his birth through his death and burial, fills the
second half of the book of Genesis (Gen ch. 25:19 through ch. 50). The story of the
life of David, from his anointment through his death, fills 3/4 of the book of
Samuel through the beginning of the book of Kings (1Sam 16:12-1K 2:9). There is
only one other Biblical personality whose life story, from youth through death, is
presented: Moses. These three individuals and Aaron are the only ones who have
their names permanently associated with key elements of the Jewish religious
culture: forat moshe; beit/b’nei aharon, yisrael, ya’acov, b’nai yisrael, beit
yva’acov; beit david. It should, therefore, not come as a surprise that Biblical
authors and redactors who see wide-ranging patterns of divine-human interactivity
should find or create parallels between seminal national figures such as Jacob and
David. The first part of this brief study highlights parallels in the Bible’s accounts
of these men, and the second part explores the how and why this parallel emerged.

The Parallels
1. Both are the youngest brother. (See note 1 at end of paper.)

2. Both are shepherds.
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3. Each is a child (Jacob) or great, great, great....grandchild (David) of a

woman who wore a veil that led to the consummation of a sexual act with
the man who would be his father or ancestor (Rebecca — Isaac, Gen

24:65ff; Tamar — Judah, Gen 38:13-19.) In one case the sex act serves as

the consummation of a marriage (Isaac), and in the other it serves to
impregnate the woman (Judah). In both cases the continuity of Abraham’s
and Judah’s line is ensured for the next generation. There are only 3 places

in the entire Bible where the Hebrew noun, 7°vx = veil, is found: Gen 24:65

and Gen 38:14. 19. Each woman ultimately has twins, and the second son
out has a hand extended. And see Genesis Rabbah 60:15, cited in Shinan/

Zakovitch, From Gods to God, ch. 16: “There were two who covered

themselves with a veil and then gave birth to twins, Rebecca and Tamar.”
And, both female ancestors conceived of and implemented a deception that
resulted in foundational Israelite covenants with God — one with Beit
Yaacov/Yisrael, and one with Beit David. Rebecca’s deception results in
Jacob’s receiving the blessing that accompanies the birthright, and his flight
to Haran leads to his establishing the Children of Israel. Tamar’s deception
with Judah results in the birth of Peretz, who in later traditions is an
ancestor of David.

. Both have a problematic relationship with a father-in-law (Jacob—Laban;
David—Saul). Both run away from an angry father-in-law (Laban and Saul).
Jacob — Gen 31: 13. I am the God of Beth-el, where you anointed a pillar
and where you made a vow to Me. Now, arise and leave this land and return
to your native land.

David — [ Sam 27: 1. . David said to himself, Some day I shall certainly
perish at the hands of Saul. The best thing for me is to flee to the land of the
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Philistines; Saul will then give up hunting me throughout the territory of
Israel, and I will escape him.

. And, both flee from a threatening blood-relative (Esau and Absalom).

. Both have wives (Rachel and Michal) who use ¢’rafim (idols) and claim a
body-related problem to deceive their fathers and save the lives of their
husbands. Note also use of animal related intems to create the ruse:

Re Rachel — Gen 31: R9)--nnnR7 Y 27821 ,087 20R21 2pY° 2R3 1272 K22 .40
--2137 253 DNWA1 ,BDINI-NY TR7 20 T2 207 20K RN ,AN? 27RD RN (XY
TP V0K LPIDN MNP T2 RE KDY, 0RG-02-N8 127 W ;0778 2w
D°DINT-NY R¥H K2, w0 ;20 20w 997-°3 , 77380 0IP7 221X Ri7 72 717X,

Re Michal — I Sam 19: ;77322 ,in°n37) ,i7%% , 717 1°2-28 222871 2IRY nown X
TIM 20 NI AAR 0N L1790 qWHI-NR vhen APR-OR KD YR 220,17 7Am
,TORT-28 OYR1 ,2289AA-NK 720 MRA1 X 0797 MNP T2 513900 W3, MT-NK 227
-NR NORY L0089 PIRY moW 7 {0} .7322.,02M) ;1NWRIN ol 20185 ¥9%2 NX)
XIT 91, KM ;1T (F4 net of goats

hair.) |Zakovitch (Jacob, p. 86) notes: This
connection between the stories seems to have been shaped by the writer of
the later one, in 1 Samuel, who appears to have approved of Rachel and the
steps she took to help her husband. He used Rachel as a template with which
to portray Michal as a similar but stronger heroine: while Rachel—who
admittedly takes a certain personal risk—flees along with her husband,
Michal is left behind knowing that her role in the escape will certainly be
discovered and that she will be left to confront her father alone.]

. Both have a son who tries to supplant his father as the alpha male by having
sex with a concubine(s) while the father is still alive (Reuben and Absalom).
. Both have in their family a young woman named Tamar who gets into a

sexually complicated matter with one of their sons (Judah — Gen 38
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complete chapter. and Amnon — 2 Sam 13: 1-22). [Zakovitch (Jacob,
17-19) sees a parallel in the birth and naming of Jacob-Esau and Peret-Zerah

(Judah and Tamar = pre-Davidic) regarding who really came out first. See
ref to Hosea 12:4 on p 17. Re Jacob cheating in the womb; see citations of
Isaiah and Jeremiah on p 19. And see re Esau’s use of agav re Jacob’s
cheating him twice, see p 34. JR musing: given the presence of the anti-
Jacob sentiment in the Bible, could the name Esav be an intentional
corruption of the name Asa-yo/Asa-yah (7°2y), “Yah made [the child]”, (4
people in Bible have that name, see KB1, 893) by a “Jacob defender”
redactor to negate any association of Esau with YHVH?]

9. Both have an important national entity named for them: beit yisrael/beit
ya’akov and beit david.

10. They have sons/grandsons with similar names and/or who suffer similar
fates: Judah'’s first son (Jacob’s grandson), Er, whose name reversed reads ra
— evil, dies because he did some (unknown) ra in God’s eyes (Genesis
38:7). David’s first son (name unknown) by Bat-Sheva dies because of a
double ra in God’s eyes (2 Samuel 11:27, 12:9), both perpetrated by David:
adulterously lying with Bathsheba and having her husband, Uriah, killed.
Judah’s second son, Onan, dies because of a sexual impropriety (coitus
interruptus) with Tamar, as does David’s son, Amnon, because of his having
raped his half-sister, Tamar. Onan and Amnon have names that have the
same letters — add a mem to Onan and you get Amnon — and that almost
sound alike in Hebrew. Judah’s third son, Shelah, and David’s youngest son,
Shlomo (Solomon) remain alive, and there is only a mem — again — that

differentiates the spelling of their names.

11. Both live in the lands of foreign nations (Jacob — Arameans and

Egyptians; David — Philistines) who, at different times, were enemies
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of the Israelites and conquered areas of Israel during the Biblical
period. Both return to Canaan from exiles (Aram and Philistia) and are
stronger than they were when they fled.

12. God makes covenants with both, in spite of all their human failings:
Jacob — Gen 28:12-22 (YHVH), 35:9-15 (Elohim); David — 2 Sam
7.

13. Both favor the sons of their favorite wives — Jacob — Rachel/Joseph;
David — Bathsheba/Solomon. (See note 2 at end.)

14. Both have large dysfunctional families with fatal or near fatal sibling
rivalries (Absalom has his servants kill Amnon (2 Samuel 13);
Joseph’s brothers plot to kill Joseph (Genesis 37).

15. An ornamented tunic (cloak of many colors) is used to identify the
special personal status of a child who 1s an important protagonist in
Jacob’s and David’s families: Joseph — a sign he is favorite son

(Genesis 37:3); Tamar — a sign she is a virgin princess (2 Samuel

13:18). And, both cloaks end up soiled or torn to indicate a tragic
event that befalls the one who wears them in which siblings are
culpable and which triggers a chain of cataclysmic events (Egyptian
slavery; Absalom’s rebellion). These are the only places in the entire
Tanakh where this item and these words in conjunction (k tonet
passim) are found.

16. While the place east of the Jordan River called Mahana’im is
mentioned thirteen times in the Bible, it has significance for the life
experiences of only two individuals, Jacob and David. It is associated
with David (directly or indirectly) eight times (2 Samuel 2:8,12,29,
17:24,27, and 19:33; 1 Kings 2:8 and 4:14) and with Jacob — once

(Genesis 32:2) . It is a place where Jacob had his second encounter



with angels, this time on his way back to Canaan from Haran and his
twenty years with Laban. Regarding David, first, it became the capital
of the short lived kingdom of Saul’s son, Ish Boshet (Eshbaal), who
opposed David who had declared himself king of Judah. And second,
it was the place to which David fled after his son, Absalom, rebelled
against his father and took over Jerusalem. David regrouped in
Mahana’im and launched his counter-offensive from there. Other than
these references, it is noted in the chronicling of the Israelite
settlement of Canaan three times in the book of Joshua (13:26,30 and
21:36) and once in 1 Chronicles 6:65 (a repetition of the Joshua 21:36
notation).

17. They are the only personalities in the Bible who, from their death-
beds, share messages with their children regarding what will transpire
after their deaths: Jacob with his sons and grandsons — Gen 49;
David with his son and heir to his throne, Solomon — 1K 2:1-12. To
be sure, they are not identical: Jacob’s words are predictive and
moralizing, while David’s are mandatory and vindictive. As has been
noted by others, Jacob’s messages reflect the historical reality of how
Israelite history developed during the course of the First Temple
period and, if read critically, these messages can be seen as a
redactor’s reconstructing the history as a prophecy. David’s words to
Solomon are cut and dry: punish Joab and Shimei, and reward
Barzillai. Given David’s character and how absolute rulers have
operated throughout history, the historicity of this account is very
plausible. (Moses, immediately before he dies, delivers a message to
the Children of Israel similar to that of Jacob, but this is not a father-

to-son(s) moment. See Dt 33.)
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The Commentary

Why do we presume that there is a well conceived connection between
the Jacob and David narratives? First, let us establish that there is a
pattern that pervades the entire Bible: ma ‘asei avot siman [’vanim,
“the actions of the parents are a portent for the children,” that is, prior
events foreshadow later ones. Hazal coined this term, and they are
absolutely correct in viewing it as a Biblical operating principle. To
note a few examples: Adam and Eve’s exile from the Garden of Eden
is a foreshadowing of the Israelites exile from the land of Israel. And
Isaiah’s prophecy (ch 11) of a messianic era land of Israel, with a
Garden-of-Eden-like harmony and vegan eating habits, clearly has a
Gen 1 and 2 backdrop. Abraham’s brief sojourn in Egypt during a
famine and his return to Canaan with great wealth is a foreshadowing
of what will happen to his descendants in Egypt. The same can be said
for Jacob’s sojourn in Haran — it is a foreshadowing of Israelite
servitude in Egypt and return to Canaan. A miraculous crossing of the
Sea of Reeds to freedom is a foreshadowing of a miraculous crossing
of the Jordan River to accomplish the settlement of Canaan — or
perhaps the latter is a post-shadowing of the former — both of which

are elements of God’s fulfillment of his promise to Abram (Gen 15).

In light of all the above parallels, one can reasonably suggest that Jacob’s
and David’s life stories were structured so that one reflects the other.
Given the order of appearance of the books of Genesis and Samuel,
one could conclude that the David stories were crafted in a manner

that reflected the Jacob traditions. After all, the Jacob accounts are



composed, primarily, of J and E sources, the oldest of the Pentateuchal
strata. The books of Samuel and Kings, however, are generally
assumed to be part of the D literary corpus and, hence, among the

“younger” Biblical traditions.

Scholars have shown, however, that embedded in the D redacted Samuel
and Kings accounts are many details that are part of one of the world’s
oldest narrative history — a royal court chronicle that preserves
authentic records from the period of Saul, David, Solomon, etc. To be
sure, ancient historiography was far from objective, and the recorders
and editors of such archival material had axes to grind, much as the
Deuteronomic redactors had their own agenda to put forward. That
having been said, there are many details and much “dirty laundry”

preserved in these annals that appear to be authentic.

Similarly, the ancient JE accounts were redacted by later hands, and the
form in which we find them now could represent a later editorial point
of view, one that reflects an awareness of the earlier Davidic court
history. Thus, one can suggest that there are three different
possibilities regarding which account shaped the other: 1. The most
common explanation, based on the order of the books in the Bible,
noted above. 2. The Jacob account we have actually was influenced
by the details of the Davidic narratives. Clearly, David is a historical
person about whom we are learning more in our own time as
archeological information emerges. Jacob, however, is shrouded by
the mist of dark antiquity and stands as a quasi-mythic figure who

sees and wrestles with divine beings and to whom God speaks. 3. The



two accounts were redacted into their final form over a period of

years, with each being written with an eye to the other.

If the last two suggestions regarding the relationship between our two

narratives can be postulated, we must then ask: Why would someone
create an account of the eponymous /(adjective) — re a person —
giving their name to something: the eponymous hero of the novel]
father of the Children of Israel that reflects details from the life of a
king, the father of the paradigmatic Israelite royal dynasty, who lived
centuries later? One thing that strikes the reader of the books of
Samuel and the beginning of 1Kings is the unseemly character of its
central personality — David, King of Judah and Israel. Though a
devotee of YHVH, he was also an idolator who kept a rather large
t’rafim in his house. He used deceitful casuistry to convince a priest in
a local temple of YHVH, the God to whom he was so passionately
devoted, to let him and his men eat the show breads that were
sanctified only for priestly consumption. He was a ruthless,
bloodthirsty warrior. He would go to any lengths to satisfy his
passions, whether it meant publicly dancing ecstatically in a state of
near nudity while leading the procession bringing the ark of his God’s
covenant into Jerusalem, or committing adultery with a married
woman to satisfy his sexual urges. And then, when he learns that as a
result of his lustful act he sired a mamzer, and the soldier-husband of
the mamzer’s mother for noble reasons refuses to participate in a
coverup, he sends the husband to the front line of battle where he is
killed. Moreover, David’s household was filled with intrigue that

culminated with the incestuous rape of his daughter by her half-
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brother and the rapist’s murder by the girl’s full brother, who then
turns around and rebels against his father the king and, contrary to the
king’s orders, is killed by the kings’s general, who is, in turn,
condemned to death by the king on his deathbed. These accounts were
either fabricated by enemies of the Davidic dynasty, or they were facts
that were well known, recorded in the royal chronicle, and, therefore,
required a contextualizing that could preserve David’s reputation for
his great accomplishments, e. g. neutralizing the Philistine threat,
expanding his kingdom, establishing Jerusalem as the royal capital
city and the place where the Ark of the Covenant would reside, and

enshrining the worship of YHVH as the official cult of the kingdom.

Isaiah is earliest proponent of end of days rule by a Davidide ruler who

will redeem his people from exile, reunite Israel and Judah, rule with
justice, and bring eternal peace to the land. This comes in context of
Aramean/Israelite threats against Judah and the overwhelming attack
by Assyria that destroyed the Kingdom of Israel and a number of
towns in Judah, almost conquered Jerusalem, and took the population
of Israel and numbers of Judahites into exile. As the Assyrian
onslaught transpired numbers of Israelites from the north sought
refuge in Judah. They brought with them negative feelings toward the
Davidic dynasty, and yet they were now living in the area of Israel
that was ruled by David’s descendants. I suggest that there developed
a clash between the Isaianic idealization of the scions of David and
anti-Davidic sentiments within the Judah population — who had the
seen the corruption of his heirs and would witness the evils of king

Menasheh for over five decades in seventh century BCE Jerusalem —
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that merged with the anti-Davidic sentiments of the northerners that
required some sort of response. Denial of David’s dark side and that
of many of the members of his dynasty was impossible — the record
was there to read. By linking his character with that of Jacob in a
complex of noble and ignoble attributes contextualized David and his
descendants — they were like their ancestor, who was also the
ancestor of the Israelite kings. Thus, the new amalgam of southerners
and northerners who would remain living together until the fall of
Jerusalem and Judah and would return from Babylonian exile would
realize that they shared a heritage of human kings with strengths and
weaknesses. And, given that the dynasty of the North could not be
restored, but members of David’s line, in fact, returned to Jerusalem in
538, the returnees could look forward to the fulfillment of Isaiah’s
prophecies and a future when they would remain united, as they had
been when David ruled, and they could live together in peace and

security under a Davidide hegemony.

By drawing a parallel between David and Jacob, Jerusalemite redactors
of Biblical texts created a paradigm that harmonized real and ideal
images of patriarchal and royal figures and focused the reader’s
attention on important elements of Biblical theology and morality. A
significant message that emerges in this process is that seminal/heroic
personalities who played important roles in the emergence of the
Israelite nation were imperfect human beings with major character
flaws. The historical David is thus placed in same light as the
mythological Jacob, and just as Jacob remained honored as a member

of the triad of Patriarchs mentioned in Scripture, David warranted the
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honor of being the hailed as the eponymous founder of beit david, the
House of David, as the Jerusalem monarchy was called. As such, with
all their warts exposed, they could not be considered demigods, let
alone full fledged deities, and thus not to be worshipped. That dignity
was accorded only to YHVH.

What also emerges from this association is, on the one hand, an
unambiguous affirmation that, in spite of their failings, God did not
abrogate the covenants God made with them. The covenants with
David and Jacob remained in force for centuries after them, as did the
covenant with the people, in spite of their human failings. On the
other hand, God’s covenantal partners did suffer consequences for
their misbehavior. David and Jacob were punished measure for
measure, as were the people they ruled. Therein, however, lies the key
to the continuity of the covenant: the punishment generates atonement

and cleansing, and reconciliation can ensue.

This two sided notion highlights a conceptual stream that runs throughout
the Bible. The most severe form of punishment, exile, ends with
restoration. Jacob returns to Canaan from Haran; Israelites return from
Egypt; David returns from Philistia and Mahana’im; Jews return from
Babylon/Persia. By creating the symmetry between these two
patriarchal figures, the pious redactors were attempting to
emphatically teach a lesson to their readers: Learn from the
experiences of the fathers. Heed the word of God. If you do not, God
will wait patiently for you to return to the righteous path. If you do not

return, however, expect severe consequences. At the same time, never



lose faith in God’s promises — God is a loyal, reliable keeper of the
covenant, which will never be rescinded. And, at the end of the day,

reconciliation and restoration will await you.

1. Solomon was the youngest of the sons of the principal wives who are
named.

2. Batsheva or (¥7-n2) would appear to be considered by the author of
this list the favorite wife because her four sons are associated with her,
whereas all of the other named wives have only one son associated
with each of them. This is from
I Chron 3:19 —
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SESSION 10 — The cries of anguish of the Psalms and the

erotic calls of the lovers in Song of Songs.
— PS 22
— SONG 6-7
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