Keeping the Faith

Exodus 14:15

Then the LORD said to Moses,
“Why do you cry out to Me? Tell
the Israelites to go forward.

Rashi on Exodus 14:15:2

Vo'l X v 11 78 12T SPEAK
UNTO THE CHILDREN OF
ISRAEL THAT THEY JOURNEY
ONWARDS — There is nothing for
them to do but to journey on, for the
sea will not stand in their way: their
ancestors’ merits and their own, and
the faith that they placed in Me so
that they left Egypt will suffice to
divide the sea for them.

Sforno on Exodus 14:15:1

"8 PYxN nn: ...Moses’ outcry had
nothing to do with being afraid of
the pursuing Egyptians. (...) Moses’
outcry was one of concern with the
[people’s] rebellious attitude (...) to
the point where he was afraid that
they would refuse to enter the sea
when told. G-d told Moses that he
had no right to assume such a thing,
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that in fact he was suspecting
innocent people of lack of faith.

Exodus 17:11

Then, whenever Moses held up his
hand, Israel prevailed; but whenever
he let down his hand, Amalek

prevailed.

Rashbam on Exodus 17:11:2

78w N2, it is a psychological
axiom that when the warriors see
their flag being held aloft they are
inspired with additional courage.
When they cannot see their flag
being held aloft they interpret this
negatively and are liable to flee
from the battlefield.

Exodus 17:12

But Moses’ hands grew heavy; so
they took a stone and put it under
him and he sat on it, while Aaron
and Hur, one on each side,
supported his hands; thus his hands
remained steady until the sun set.

Chizkuni, Exodus 17:12:1
D'T2D Nwn 'T'1 “and Moses’ hands
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became heavy;” it was tiresome for
Moses to have to stand all day long
(...). Aaron and Chur provided a
stone for Moses to sit on; and they
supported his arms from either side
so that he could keep holding his
staff aloft. All of this was necessary
in order that the people would not
become demoralised. The
expression: NIMNK, describes
anything that does not weaken or
decrease in size when remaining in
the same position for a long time,
such as from morning to evening.
(...) [E]ventually both of his hands
had become too heavy for him to
keep aloft without someone
supporting them. In the Midrash (...)
we find the following interpretation:
Moses called on the combined
merits of all three forefathers to
reinforce his prayer.
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