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Breaking Up a Party: Perspectives on Hagar’s Banishment

1. The Scene: Party for Isaac’s Weaning
Genesis 21: 8-13
The child grew up and was weaned, and Abraham held a
great feast on the day that Isaac was weaned. (9) Sarah saw the
son whom Hagar the Egyptian had borne to Abraham
playing/making sport. (10) She said to Abraham, “Cast out that
maidservant and her son, for the son of that maidservant shall
not share in the inheritance with my son Isaac.” (11) The matter
distressed Abraham greatly, for it concerned a son of
his. (12) But God said to Abraham, “Do not be distressed over
the boy or your maidservant; whatever Sarah tells you, do as she
says, for it is through Isaac that offspring shall be continued for
you. (13) As for the son of the maidservant, I will make a nation
of him, too, for he is your seed.
(8)

Early next morning Abraham took some bread and a skin of
water, and gave them to Hagar. He placed them over her
shoulder, together with the child, and sent her away.
(14)

)ח( ַו ִיְּג ַ֥דּל ַה ֶ֖יֶּלד ַו ִיָּגַּ֑מל ַו ַ֤יַּﬠשׂ ַאְבָרָה֙ם ִמְשֶׁ֣תּה ָג֔דוֹל ְבּ ֖יוֹם ִהָגֵּ֥מל
ִמְּצ ִ֛רית ֲאֶשׁר־ָיְל ָ֥דה ֶַאת־ ִיְצ ָ ֽחק׃ )ט( ַוֵ֨תֶּרא ָשׂ ָ ֜רה ֶ ֽאת־ֶבּן־ָה ָ֧גר ה
ְלַאְבָרָ֖הם ְמַצ ֵ ֽחק׃ )י( ַו ֙תּ ֹאֶמ֙ר ְלַאְבָרָ֔הם ָגּ ֵ֛רשׁ ָהָאָ֥מה ַה ֖זּ ֹאת
ְוֶאת־ְבּ ָ֑נהּ ִ֣כּי ֤ל ֹא ִייַר֙שׁ ֶבּן־ָהָאָ֣מה ַה ֔זּ ֹאת ִﬠם־ְבּ ִ֖ני ִﬠם־
ִיְצ ָ ֽחק׃ )יא(ַו ֵ֧יּ ַרע ַהָדָּ֛בר ְמֹ֖אד ְבֵּﬠי ֵ֣ני ַאְבָרָ֑הם ַ֖ﬠל אוֹֹ֥דת
 ַﬠל־ַה ַ֣נַּﬠרYְ֙בּ ֽנוֹ׃ )יב( ַו ֨יּ ֹאֶמר יי ֶאל־ַאְבָרָ֗הם ַאל־ֵי ַ֤רע ְבֵּﬠיֶ֙ני
 ָשׂ ָ֖רה ְשַׁ֣מע ְבֹּקָ֑להּ ִ֣כּיY ֹכּל ֩ ֲאֶ֨שׁר תּ ֹאַ֥מר ֵאֶ֛ליYְוַﬠל־ֲאָמֶ֔ת
 ָֽז ַרע׃ )יג( ְו ַ֥גם ֶאת־ֶבּן־ָהָאָ֖מה ְל ֣גוֹי ֲאִשׂיֶ֑מנּוּYְ֖ב ִיְצָ֔חק ִיָקּ ֵ֥רא ְל
 ֽהוּא׃Yִ֖֥כּי ַז ְרֲﬠ
ַוַיְּשֵׁ֣כּם ַאְבָרָ֣הם ׀ ַבֹּ֡בֶּקר ַו ִֽיּ ַֽקּח־ֶלֶח֩ם ְוֵ֨חַמת ַ֜מ ִים ַו ִיֵּ֣תּן ֶאל־ָ֠הָגר
 ַוֵ֔תַּתע ְבִּמְדַ֖בּר ְבֵּ֥ארdָ֧שׂם ַﬠל־ִשְׁכָ֛מהּ ְוֶאת־ַה ֶ֖יֶּלד ַֽו ְיַשְׁלֶּ֑חָה ַוֵ֣תֶּל
ָ ֽשַׁבע׃

Why did each person respond in this way?
2. Abraham’s perspective – what else was on his mind?
Rabbeinu Bahya on Genesis 21:8
“Avraham prepared a great feast.” There is no doubt that the notables in the land were invited to this feast
since the birth of Yitzchak had been a wonderous event. Also, Avraham was a wealthy man, and it is possible
that even kings and advisors of surrounding countries attended this feast.

גם העושר בבית,  אין ספק שהיו גדולי הארץ באותו משתה כי היה הפלא גדול ביצחק.ויעש אברהם משתה גדול
ואפשר שהיו שם מלכים ויועצי ארץ, אברהם רב
3. Sarah’s perspective – why did she respond so harshly?
Midrash Tanchuma, Shemot 1:2
The word making sport refers only to practicing idolatry…She said to him: Abraham, cast out this maidservant and
her son (Gen. 21:10), lest my son learn from his behavior. (Same verb used in reference to the Golden Calf)
Rashi on Genesis 21:9
“Another explanation is that it refers to immoral conduct…” (Same verb used in reference to Potiphar’s wife)

4. Hagar’s & Ishmael’s perspectives – did any of this make sense to them?

Genesis Rabbah 53:13
Hagar: “Yesterday you told me [Gen. 16:10]: ‘I will greatly increase your offspring,’ and now he is dying of thirst!”

'ַﬠְכָשׁו הוּא ֵמת ַבָּצָּמא,  וגוB י( ַה ְרָבּה ַא ְרֶבּה ֶאת ַז ְרֵﬠ,ָאְמָרה ֶאְתמוֹל ָאַמ ְרָתּ ִלי )בראשית טז

