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Breaking Up a Party:  Perspectives on Hagar’s Banishment 
 

1. The Scene: Party for Isaac’s Weaning 
 

Genesis 21: 8-13 
(8) The child grew up and was weaned, and Abraham held a 
great feast on the day that Isaac was weaned.	(9) Sarah saw the 
son whom Hagar the Egyptian had borne to Abraham 
playing/making sport.	(10) She said to Abraham, “Cast out that 
maidservant and her son, for the son of that maidservant shall 
not share in the inheritance with my son Isaac.”	(11) The matter 
distressed Abraham greatly, for it concerned a son of 
his.	(12) But God said to Abraham, “Do not be distressed over 
the boy or your maidservant; whatever Sarah tells you, do as she 
says, for it is through Isaac that offspring shall be continued for 
you.	(13) As for the son of the maidservant, I will make a nation 
of him, too, for he is your seed.  
 
(14) Early next morning Abraham took some bread and a skin of 
water, and gave them to Hagar. He placed them over her 
shoulder, together with the child, and sent her away. 
  

לֵ֥מָּגִה םֹו֖יְּב לֹו֔דָג הֶּ֣תְׁשִמ ֙םָהָרְבַא ׂשַ֤עַּיַו לַ֑מָּגִּיַו דֶ֖לֶּיַה לַּ֥דְגִּיַו )ח(  
ה )ט(  רָ֧גָה־ןֶּב־תֶֽא הָ֜רָׂש אֶרֵּ֨תַו ׃	 קָֽחְצִי־תֶא ַ  הָ֥דְלָי־רֶׁשֲא תיִ֛רְצִּמ

ֹּזַה הָ֥מָאָה ׁשֵ֛רָּג ם תא֖ ֹּתַו ָ֔הָרְבַאְל ֙רֶמא֙ )י(  ׃	 קֵֽחַצְמ   םָ֖הָרְבַאְל
ֹל יִּ֣כ ּהָ֑נְּב־תֶאְו ֹּזַה הָ֣מָאָה־ןֶּב ׁ֙שַריִי א֤ ־םִע יִ֖נְּב־םִע תא֔
תֹ֥דֹוא לַ֖ע םָ֑הָרְבַא יֵ֣ניֵעְּב דֹ֖אְמ רָ֛בָּדַה עַר ֵּ֧יַו)אי(	׃קָֽחְצִי  

ֹּיַו )בי(	׃ֹוֽנְּב רַעַּ֣נַה־לַע Y֙יֶ֙ניֵעְּב עַ֤רֵי־לַא םָ֗הָרְבַא־לֶא יי רֶמא֨  
יִּ֣כ ּהָ֑לֹקְּב עַ֣מְׁש הָ֖רָׂש Yיֶ֛לֵא רַ֥מֹאּת רֶׁ֨שֲא֩ לֹּכ Yֶ֔תָמֲא־לַעְו  

ּוּנֶ֑מיִׂשֲא יֹו֣גְל הָ֖מָאָה־ןֶּב־תֶא םַ֥גְו )גי(	׃עַר ָֽז Yְ֖ל אֵ֥רָּקִי קָ֔חְצִיְב  
׃אּוֽה Yֲ֖עְרַז יִּ֥כ  

 
רָגָ֠ה־לֶא	ןֵּ֣תִּיַו	םִיַ֜מ	תַמֵ֨חְו	֩םֶחֶל־חַּֽקִּֽיַו	רֶקֹּ֡בַּב	׀	םָ֣הָרְבַא	םֵּ֣כְׁשַּיַו 	
רֵ֥אְּב	רַּ֖בְדִמְּב	עַתֵּ֔תַו	dֶלֵּ֣תַו	ָהֶ֑חְּלַׁשְי ַֽו	דֶ֖לֶּיַה־תֶאְו	ּהָ֛מְכִׁש־לַע	םָׂ֧ש 	

׃עַבָֽׁש  
 
 

Why did each person respond in this way?  
 

2. Abraham’s perspective – what else was on his mind?  
 
Rabbeinu Bahya on Genesis 21:8 
	“Avraham	prepared	a	great	feast.”	There	is	no	doubt	that	the	notables	in	the	land	were	invited	to	this	feast	
since	the	birth	of	Yitzchak	had	been	a	wonderous	event.	Also,	Avraham	was	a	wealthy	man,	and	it	is	possible	
that	even	kings	and	advisors	of	surrounding	countries	attended	this	feast.	 

 
תיבב	רשועה	םג	,קחציב	לודג	אלפה	היה	יכ	התשמ	ותואב	ץראה	ילודג	ויהש	קפס	ןיא	.לודג התשמ םהרבא שעיו 	
ץרא	יצעויו	םיכלמ	םש	ויהש	רשפאו	,בר	םהרבא  

 
3. Sarah’s perspective – why did she respond so harshly?  

  
Midrash Tanchuma, Shemot 1:2 
The word making sport refers only to practicing idolatry…She said to him: Abraham, cast out this maidservant and 
her son (Gen. 21:10), lest my son learn from his behavior. (Same verb used in reference to the Golden Calf)   
 
Rashi on Genesis 21:9 
“Another explanation is that it refers to immoral conduct…” (Same verb used in reference to Potiphar’s wife)  
 

4. Hagar’s & Ishmael’s perspectives – did any of this make sense to them?  
Genesis Rabbah 53:13 
Hagar: “Yesterday you told me [Gen. 16:10]: ‘I will greatly increase your offspring,’ and now he is dying of thirst!” 

אָמָּצַּב	תֵמ	אּוה	וָׁשְכַע	,'וגו	Bֵעְרַז	תֶא	הֶּבְרַא	הָּבְרַה	)י ,זט תישארב(	יִל	ָּתְרַמָא	לֹומְתֶא	הָרְמָא  


