
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
November 24, 2025 
 

Kicking off the Holidays Aboard the Gingerbread Express and a 
Visit to Christmas Island 

 
TUMON BAY, GUAM – Hilton Guam Resort & Spa proudly welcomes the holiday season with the grand 
unveiling of the Gingerbread Express and the debut of Christmas Island, transforming the hotel’s main lobby 
into a festive wonderland of artistry, community spirit, and island pride. 
 
Crafted by Pastry Chef Katie Lusk and her talented culinary team, this year’s Gingerbread Express is a true 
labor of love. “The Gingerbread Express used over 150 pounds of flour, 80 pounds of molasses, and 
hundreds of handcrafted gingerbread cookies,” said Lusk. “It is a joyful effort shared by our culinary team 
and the children of our Team Members, who helped bake and decorate the display.” 
 
At its heart, the Gingerbread Express features a dedicated USMC Toys for Tots car, while proceeds from 
both the Gingerbread Express and Christmas Island will support the Todu Guam Foundation, reinforcing 
Hilton Guam’s commitment to local families and charitable causes. 
 
Introducing Christmas Island — Built from the Heart 
New this year is Christmas Island, a handcrafted miniature world created by Anthony “Tony” Cruz, a 
Mongmong resident known for opening his home each year to showcase his elaborate Christmas Island.  
 
“I wanted the community to feel the same magic I felt as a child,” Cruz shared. “This island is built from my 
heart, piece by piece, night after night — and it is dedicated to the families and loved ones who inspire us to 
hold each other close during the holidays.” 
 
Cruz shared that building the village became an act of healing. Each window lit, each tiny bridge, each hand-
painted roadway became a symbol of the journey we walk together as a community through joy, through 
loss, through resilience. 

 
It and residents to pause, reconnect, and remember that Guam’s greatest strength has always been its 
people: our compassion, our faith, and the spirit of inafa’maolek that binds us in moments of celebration and 
times of grief. 
 
Hilton Guam Celebrates Community and Togetherness 
The inspiration to expand this year’s display began in July, led by Commercial Director Sheila Baker. “Our 
vision was to bring even more holiday magic into our lobby — not just through décor, but through community 
partnership and shared joy,” said Baker. “It is an honor to work alongside Tony, Chef Katie, and our team to 
create a space that brings comfort, wonder, and togetherness to our island.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
General Manager Hiroki Sugie added: “We are thrilled to launch the Gingerbread Express once again, this 
year with the beautiful addition of Christmas Island. We are incredibly proud of our Culinary Team and deeply 
grateful to Tony Cruz for sharing his artistry and passion with our community.  

 
“We extend our heartfelt appreciation to all who helped bring this holiday tradition to life,” said Sugie. “This 
celebration would not be possible without the generous support of our main sponsor, Bank of Hawaii, and 
our valued partners: Arluis Wedding, Century Insurance, Docomo Pacific, G4S Secure Solutions (Guam), 
Inc., Guam First Tour dba Guam Hana Tour, Guam KTB Inc., H.I.S Guam, Inc., IT&E, Landscape 
Management Systems Inc, Lins Hardware, Marianas Linen Supply, Inc., Rakuten Travel Guam, Inc., South 
Pacific Petroleum Corporation, TakeCare Insurance Company, Inc., Todu Guam Foundation—including Dr. 
Melizza Young and Dr. Zeny Asuncion Nace—Triple J Enterprises, Inc., Tropical Clean, Inc., and WellTech 
Telecommunications LLC. Their commitment to our island community allows us to share the joy, magic, and 
meaning of the holiday season with every guest who visits Hilton Guam Resort & Spa.” 
 
Holiday Kickoff Celebration 
Guests will enjoy live performances by the GCC Choir, Sax o’ Fun, and the legendary LatteTones, under the 
musical direction of Dr. Randall Johnson. 
 
Open to the Public 
Viewing the Gingerbread Express and Christmas Island is free and open to the community, seven days a 
week, 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m., in the Hilton Guam main lobby. Families are invited to experience the lights, 
music, and magic of the holidays. 
 
Launch Event Details: 
 

• Date: Wednesday, November 26, 2024 
• Time: 6:00 p.m. 
• Location: Hilton Guam Resort & Spa Main Lobby 

 
Visitors can enjoy the display beginning November 26, 2025 to January 6, 2026. 
 
Christmas Village Light Show 
Saturdays and Sundays: 11:00am-2:00pm 
Every Evening: 6:00-9:00pm 
 
Complimentary Photobooth 
Wednesday, November 26 (Launch): 6:00pm–9:00pm 
Fridays – December 5, 12, 19, 26: 6:00pm–9:00pm 
Saturdays – December 6, 13, 20, 27: 6:00pm–9:00pm 
Sundays – December 7, 14, 21, 28: 11:00am–2:00pm 
 
 
Follow @hiltonguamresort on socials for behind-the-scenes content, perfomances and dining experiences. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

About Hilton Guam Resort & Spa 
Hilton Guam Resort & Spa is a premier destination located along the Tumon Bay beachfront, offering 
luxurious accommodations, award-winning dining, and world-class amenities. The resort is renowned for its 
commitment to excellence, providing guests with an unforgettable experience in paradise. 
 
To view all our Holiday Happenings, please visit hiltonguamresort.com to view our Holiday Happenings or 
contact us at 671 646 1835. 
 
Hilton Guam Resort & Spa is part of Hilton Honors®, the award-winning guest loyalty program for Hilton’s 
22 world-class brands. Hilton Honors members who book directly through preferred Hilton channels have 
access to instant benefits, including a flexible payment slider that allows members to choose nearly any 
combination of Points and money to book a stay, an exclusive member discount that can’t be found anywhere 
else and free standard WiFi. Members also have access to contactless technology exclusively through the 
industry-leading Hilton Honors mobile app, where Hilton Honors members can check-in, choose their room 
and access their room using Digital Key. 
About the Todu Guam Foundation 
 
About the Todu Guam Foundation 
Founded in 2016, the Todu Guam Foundation (TGF) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization dedicated to 
reducing health disparities and advancing health equity across Guam. Inspired by the vision of former 
Senator Dennis G. Rodriguez, Jr., who identified the urgent need for accessible healthcare among 
vulnerable populations, TGF began with Guam’s first mobile health clinic and a free medical outreach 
program serving uninsured and underinsured residents. 
 
Since then, TGF has grown into a nationally recognized organization committed to providing essential 
primary care, health education, and community support. Through strong partnerships and a dedicated team 
of healthcare professionals, TGF continues its mission to break down barriers to care and build a healthier, 
more equitable future for Guam. 
 
 
About the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve Toys for Tots Program 
 
The U.S. Marine Corps Reserve Toys for Tots Program collects new, unwrapped toys and distributes them 
to economically disadvantaged children during the Christmas season, bringing joy and hope to families in 
need. Established nationally in 1991 with the creation of the Marine Toys for Tots Foundation—a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit—the program provides leadership, fundraising, and logistical support to nearly 800 local 
campaigns across the United States. Guided by a board of veteran Marines and supported by tens of 
thousands of volunteers, Toys for Tots has become one of the nation’s most trusted and impactful holiday 
charities, helping ensure every child experiences the magic of Christmas. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.hiltonguamresort.com/
https://www.hilton.com/en/hilton-honors/


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
About Hilton    
Hilton (NYSE: HLT) is a leading global hospitality company with a portfolio of 25 world-class brands comprising 9,000 
properties and over 1.3 million rooms, in 141 countries and territories. Dedicated to fulfilling its founding vision to fill the 
earth with the light and warmth of hospitality, Hilton has welcomed over 3 billion guests in its more than 100-year history, 
was named the No. 1 World’s Best Workplace by Great Place to Work and Fortune and has been recognized as a 
global leader on the Dow Jones Sustainability Indices. Hilton has introduced industry-leading technology enhancements 
to improve the guest experience, including Digital Key Share, automated complimentary room upgrades and the ability 
to book confirmed connecting rooms. Through the award-winning guest loyalty program Hilton Honors, the more than 
235 million Hilton Honors members who book directly with Hilton can earn Points for hotel stays and experiences money 
can't buy. With the free Hilton Honors app, guests can book their stay, select their room, check in, unlock their door 
with a Digital Key and check out, all from their smartphone. Visit stories.hilton.com for more information, and connect 
with Hilton on Facebook, X, LinkedIn, Instagram and YouTube.  
  
 
About Hilton Hotels & Resorts   
For over a century, Hilton Hotels & Resorts has set the benchmark for hospitality around the globe, connecting people, 
cultures and communities. Offering striking design and vibrant communal spaces—from buzzing lobbies to lively bars, 
best-in-class restaurants, and iconic gatherings— Hilton Hotels & Resorts is the place to see and be seen in the world’s 
most sought-after destinations. With more than 600 hotels across six continents, Hilton Hotels & Resorts is where the 
world comes together, and travelers are masterfully hosted with expertise and care.  Experience a legendary stay at 
Hilton Hotels & Resorts by booking at hiltonhotels.com or through the industry leading Hilton Honors app. Hilton Honors 
members who book directly through preferred Hilton channels have access to instant benefits. Learn more about Hilton 
Hotels & Resorts at stories.hilton.com/hhr, and follow the brand on Facebook, X and Instagram.   
 
About Hilton Honors   
Hilton Honors is the award-winning guest loyalty program for Hilton’s world-class brands comprising 9,000 properties 
in 141 countries and territories. Hilton Honors members who book directly through preferred Hilton channels have 
access to instant benefits, including a flexible payment slider that allows members to choose nearly any combination 
of Points and money to book a stay, an exclusive member discount and free standard Wi-Fi. Members also have access 
to contactless technology exclusively through the industry-leading Hilton Honors app, where members can check in, 
choose and access their room using Digital Key. Hilton Honors offers more than 235 million members hundreds of ways 
to earn and redeem Points, including with select co-branded credit cards. Members can redeem Points for free nights, 
purchases on Amazon, exclusive experiences, charitable contributions and more. The program is free to join and 
travelers can enroll online at hiltonhonors.com. Learn more about Hilton Honors at stories.hilton.com/hiltonhonors, and 
follow Hilton Honors on Facebook, X and Instagram.   
  
About Travel with Purpose  
Guided by its founding vision to fill the earth with the light and warmth of hospitality, Hilton believes that travel can be 
a powerful force for good. That belief comes to life through Travel with Purpose, Hilton’s strategy to drive positive impact 
and deliver lasting value to the people, hotels and communities where we all live, work and stay. Travel with Purpose 
is good for business—it enables Hilton to unlock doors of opportunity for our people, create more sustainable stays in 
our hotels that our guests can feel good about and build the resilience of our communities while operating responsibly. 
Since 2022, Hilton has created more than 2.5 million learning and career growth opportunities, reduced carbon 
emissions and water use across its global portfolio and positively impacted over 7.1 million community members 
through strategic investments, volunteerism and partnerships. We track, analyze and report the impact of Hilton’s 
portfolio of hotels through LightStay, our industry-leading sustainability data management platform. Learn more about 
Travel with Purpose at travelwithpurpose.hilton.com. 

 

 
MEDIA CONTACT 
CJ Urquico 
Marketing Communications Manager 
Cj.Urquico@hilton.com 
+1 671 646 1835, ext. 5508 | +1 671 687 1835 
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