
Dear Friends & Supporters of OGS 
 

We hope you have seen that Ohioans for Gun Safety re-filed its initial petition with the Ohio Attorney General 

on Monday. Our first petition was rejected by the AG when he ruled that the summary page did not contain 

enough detail about the proposal. We quickly revised the summary, collected signatures, and re-filed. Note that 

our proposal remains the same. You can access the proposal here.  
 

Below is a brief press release that went to media outlets on Monday after the filing, along with some of the media 

coverage we received. Check them out - the refiling was even picked up by a couple of national outlets (AP and 

US News & World Report), a testament to how important the issue gun violence prevention is to so many 

Ohioans and Americans.  
 

We are now prepping for the next stages. Our large petition drive will be underway in early August. To be on 

the ballot in 2020 we need to collect ~199,000 signatures from 44 of 88 counties in Ohio before the end of 2019. We 

are also beginning a major fundraising drive with the help of an outstanding fundraising consultant.  
 

We will need lots of help so let me know (if you haven't already) if you want to be involved. We need help 

making fundraising calls. We need help to circulate petitions. We also need coordinators and other regional 

leaders. We need to move fast to be on the 2020 ballot. And as always, your continued financial support will 

be a great help. 
 

Please reach out any time with questions. Together we can make Ohio the 22nd state to close background check 

loopholes on gun sales. 
 

Working for a Safer Ohio, 
 

David Eggert (You can also reach me at 216-970-5827) 

*************************************** 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE - July 9, 2019 
 

OHIOANS FOR GUN SAFETY FILES NEW ROUND OF SIGNATURES FOR INITIATED STATUTE 
Ohioans support common sense background checks on all gun sales 

  

COLUMBUS- The grassroots gun safety group, Ohioans for Gun Safety, filed an additional round of signatures 

with the Ohio Attorney General's office today to put background checks for gun safety in front of the Ohio 

Legislature as an initiated statute, and potentially in front of Ohio voters as soon as 2020 and no later than 2021. 

The Ohio Attorney General's office previously rejected the petition summary language, but the grassroots group 

quickly made revisions and submitted over 1,700 signatures. 
 

"The people of Ohio want background checks for gun safety to reduce violence and save lives. For this reason 

it was relatively easy to collect the additional signatures to put this language in front of the Ohio Attorney 

General," said Dennis Willard, spokesperson for Ohioans for Gun Safety."We believe this issue is very simple: 

if you buy a gun, get a background check. Studies have shown that background checks reduce gun violence 

and save lives, and that's why the majority of Ohioans support them. Our language has exceptions for 

transfers between family members, transfers of antiques and more. We spent more than two years talking to 

Ohioans about what they wanted to see in the language, and our initiative reflects those conversations. We're 

optimistic the Attorney General will approve our language so we can begin collecting signatures to put this 

in front of the Ohio Legislature and, if they don't act, in front of Ohio voters." 
 

Ohioans for Gun Safety is a grassroots organization exploring common sense background checks for gun safety 

in Ohio. As Ohioans and Americans, we understand that we must balance our rights and our responsibilities in 

order to stop gun violence and gun tragedies. By listening to and having conversations with Ohioans about their 

experiences and ideas, we have built a broad-based, inclusive coalition that will make our state a safer place for 

our children and grandchildren through common sense background checks for gun safety. 
 

For more information go to: www.ohioansforgunsafety.com 
 

Media Coverage:  
 

AP - https://apnews.com/cb060882fcf94cd8835e932e41c383e3 

(Dozens of publications in Ohio and nationally picked this story up. It was a radio and tv rip-and-read.) 

US News and World Report 

https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/ohio/articles/2019-07-10/group-tries-again-on-petition-for-gun-sale-background-checks 
NBC4i (video) (This report was also picked up by other NBC affiliates like WTRF in West Virginia) 

https://www.nbc4i.com/news/politics/ohio-statehouse-newsroom/group-resubmits-language-for-ballot-measure-to-close-

background-check-loopholes/ 
WTRF - https://www.wtrf.com/video/group-resubmits-language-for-ballot-measure-to-close-background-check-loopholes/ 

Plain Dealer 

https://www.cleveland.com/open/2019/07/organizers-re-file-proposal-that-would-expand-background-checks-for-guns-in-

ohio.html 

Dispatch - https://www.dispatch.com/news/20190709/supporters-of-push-for-background-checks-on-ohio-gun-sales-try-again 

FM 96 - https://qfm96.com/news/061160-gun-safety-group-tries-again-to-get-background-checks-on-ballot/ 

Statehouse New Bureau  (Sound bite) - https://www.statenews.org/post/gun-safety-group-refiles-potential-ballot-issue-language 

WCBE - https://www.wcbe.org/post/re-submitted-proposal-would-expand-background-checks-gun-show-sales 

WBNS - https://www.10tv.com/article/group-tries-again-petition-gun-sale-background-checks-ohio-2019-jul 

WKSU - https://www.wksu.org/post/ohio-gun-safety-group-refiles-petition-language#stream/0 

Vindicator - http://www.vindy.com/news/2019/jul/10/group-tries-again-petition-ohio-gun-sale-backgroun/?nw 
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