
 

          
  
 
 
 
 

 
 

Norfolk Makerspace Open House 
Inaugural debut of the Battell Chapel Makerspace 

 
Norfolk, CT July 9, 2019—  

Introducing: A NORFOLK MAKERSPACE (a project of Norfolk Net) 

On Saturday, July 20th from 2:00-4:00pm, Norfolk Net will host an Inaugural Makerspace at The Battell 
Chapel, 12 Village Green, Norfolk, CT. Please save the date for our Big Open House! There is no cost to 
attend or participate.  
 
Nels White will host tours of the newly restored Tiffany and Armstrong windows. Following your tour, visit 
the lower level of the Chapel to see several rooms waiting to be filled with tools, arts and craft materials, 
and computers.  Karen Rossi will lead an inspired painting-on-glass opportunity. We are a young, but 
sizeable group of myriad talents. Eve Thew with Chaya Bernstein will offer a puppet making 
demonstration using a sewing machine. John Thew will present his latest watercolors. Bill Eckert will 
demonstrate the bike repair station. The Norfolk Knitters will join us to share various projects, Kathy 
Williams (Artisan’s Guild)), will show her needling projects. Leslie Watkins will demonstrate the making 
and decorating of a nature journal. Sara Frieze will present the art of origami. Doreen Breene will debut 
her original clothing designs, utilizing upcycled materials. 

Adults and children are invited to drop in to participate or observe any of the demonstrations! We also 
welcome additional makers to demonstrate and share their knowledge and inspiration.  

Pastor Erick Olsen has been actively engaged in bringing the concept of Makerspace to Norfolk since 
2018. He organized a group to visit two Makerspaces in New Haven.  During the winter months, several 
Norfolk Pop-Up Makerspaces were held at the Hub with much enthusiasm. The momentum for the group 
was building, but the Makerspace had no permanent home.  

Brainstorming with local artists and Norfolk NET, a grassroots organization designed to alleviate poverty 
in Norfolk, the lower level space of the Chapel was offered as a suggestion. This space seemed ideal, as 
it was large enough to grow in, but small enough to manage with volunteers.  

Although Pastor Erick is currently on a sabbatical, he asked Karen Rossi to organize a Makerspace event 
during his absence. Rossi, a metal sculptor, has been a member of the Meriden Makerspace and has 
participated in several makerspace events. She met with a steering group at the Chapel, and it was 
agreed the Makerspace and Chapel would offer an Open House/Demo every third Saturday of the month 
from July – December. In the last month, she has put together a “to-do” list to get the Open House events 
off the ground, created a Norfolk Makerspace Facebook Group as well as a Meetup (\norfolk-
makerspace), and started spreading the word with a newsletter.  
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 “We are excited to bring the community together to explore, dream, build, educate, and create,” says 
Rossi, “It will be an adventure to watch our group and open houses grow in its path, unique to the talent 
and resources of Norfolk and the surrounding areas.” 

 


