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Dorothy Roberts is the George A. Weiss University Professor of Law & Sociology at the University of
Pennsylvania, with joint appointments in the departments of Africana studies and sociology and the
law school, where she is the inaugural Raymond Pace and Sadie Tanner Mossell Alexander Professor
of Civil Rights. She is also the founding director of the Penn Program on Race, Science, and
Society[JC1] . Dorothy is the author, most recently, of Torn Apart: How the Child Welfare System
Destroys Black Families—and How Abolition Can Build a Safer World (2022), available from The Ivy
Bookshop for signing at the symposium. She has also written Killing the Black Body: Race,
Reproduction, and the Meaning of Liberty (1997); Shattered Bonds: The Color of Child Welfare (2002);
Fatal Invention: How Science, Politics, and Big Business Re-create Race in the Twenty-First Century
(2011); and more than 100 articles and essays in books and scholarly journals, including “Race,” a
chapter in The 1619 Project: A New Origin Story (2020). Recent recognitions of her work include 2022
election to American Academy of Arts and Sciences; 2022 Juvenile Law Center Leadership Prize;
2019 New Voices for Reproductive Justice Voice of Vision Award; 2019 Honorary Doctor of Laws
Degree, Rutgers University-Newark; 2017 election to the National Academy of Medicine; and 2016
Society of Family Planning Lifetime Achievement Award.
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