) Shabbat Announcemen

Parshat Shelach

June 20, 2020 28 Sivan, 5780

The Great Neck Synagogue building is closed due the
covid-19 pandemic. To contact the clergy or office staff,
please do so using the following information.

Rabbi Polakoff: dpolakoff@gns.org/516.637.3674
Rabbi Lichter: ilichter@gns.org/516.859.5123
Chazzan Spinner: yspinner@gns.org/732.991.6606
Mark Twersky: mtwersky@gns.org/516.527.9076
Jim Frisch: jfrisch@gns.org/516.840.5202

MAZAL TOVS & COMMUNITY EVENTS

Mazal Tov to Karen Lewkowitz Miller & Monty Miller
on the birth of a granddaughter, Elisheva Rachel, born to
her children Hilana & Neil Ruben.

Mazal Tov to Sari & Stuart Braunstein on the birth of a
grandson, born to their children Jesse & Alyssa
Braunstein.

VIRTUAL CLASS/EVENT SCHEDULE

Shacharit M-F 7:45 am/Sunday 8:30 am
Mincha/Maariv this week 8:15 pm

Sunday
9:00 am: Midrash w/ Rabbi Dale Polakoff
12:00-1:00 pm: GNS Youth Digital Hangout

Monday

9:00 am: Scholars Kollel

8:00 pm: Mishnayot L'ilui Nishmat w/ Rabbi Dale Polakoff
9:15 pm: Gemara w/Rabbi Dale Polakoff

Tuesday

9:00 am: Scholars Kollel

6:00-6:30 pm: Parsha n’ Pizza w/ Rabbi Ian Lichter

8:00 pm: Mishnayot L'ilui Nishmat w/ Rabbi Dale Polakoff
8:45 pm: Shalom Bayit Lecture w/ Rabbis Polakoff & Lichter

Wednesday

9:00 am: Scholars Kollel

1:00 pm: Chaverim Wellness Center

8:00 pm: Mishnayot L'ilui Nishmat w/ Rabbi Dale Polakoff
9:00 pm: WNL w/ Rabbi Ian Lichter

Thursday

9:00 am: Scholars Kollel

9:15 am: Women’s Chumash w/ Rabbi Dale Polakoff
8:00 pm: Mishnayot L'ilui Nishmat w/ Rabbi Dale Polakoff

Friday
6:00: Kabbalat Shabbat w/ Chazzan Yitzy Spinner
8:15 pm: Candle Lighting

Saturday night
9:19 pm: Shabbat Ends
15 min. after Shabbat: Havdalah w/Chazzan Yitzy Spinner

Zoom Links are included in GNS Daily Emails

CONGREGATIONAL GRADUATION & SIMCHA LISTING
While we can’t bring you a Kiddush, we would like to
recognize all the graduates of 2020. Please send
mtwersky@gns.org your entries along with any other
smachot you would like GNS to recognize in our listing by
June 19th. Thank you!

SISTERHOOD & MEN’S CLUB UPCOMING EVENTS
Tues. June 16th at 8:45 pm: Shalom Bayit Lecture
Tues. June 23rd at 8:00 pm: Aksana Jensen

Tues. June 30th: Annual Sisterhood BYO Dinner Event

SHALOM TASK FORCE

The Shalom Task Force hotline is 888-883-2323, and is
available to help anyone who is feeling fearful of physical or
emotional harm or abuse. It is free and completely
confidential.

SHAARE ZEDEK

Please join Team Shaare Zedek as a runner in the TCS NYC
Marathon for Shaare Zedek Medical Center to support all
the Covid efforts and the Emergency Room expansion on
Sunday, Nov. 1st, 2020. For further info please contact
Sharon Goldwyn sgoldwyn@acsz.org or 917-287-7334.

RABBI JONATHAN SACKS ON THE PARSHA

Click Here for Video of
GNS Youth Bereshit Madness

In March 2020, whilst launching a new book, I took partin a
BBC radio program along with Mervyn King, who had been
governor of the Bank of England at the time of the financial
crash of 2008. He, together with the economist John Kay, had
also brought out a new book, Radical Uncertainty: decision-
making for an unknowable future. The coronavirus pandemic
was just beginning to make itself felt in Britain, and it had the
effect of making both of our books relevant in a way that
neither of us could have predicted. Mine is about the precarious
balance between the “I” and the “we”: individualism versus the
common good. Theirs is about how to make decisions when you
cannot tell what the future holds.

The modern response to this latter question has been to hone
and refine predictive techniques using mathematical modelling.
The trouble is that mathematical models work in a relatively
abstract, delimited, quantifiable world and cannot deal with the
messy, unpredictable character of reality. They don't and
cannot consider what Donald Rumsfeld called the “unknown
unknowns” and Nicholas Taleb termed “black swans” - things
that no one expected but that change the environment. We live
in a world of radical uncertainty. Accordingly, they propose a
different approach. In any critical situation, ask: “What is



https://vimeo.com/425230248
https://vimeo.com/425230248
mailto:sgoldwyn@acsz.org

happening?” They quote Richard Rumelt: “A great deal of
strategy work is trying to figure out what is going on. Not just
what to do, but the more fundamental problem of
comprehending the situation.” Narrative plays a major role in
making good decisions in an uncertain world. We need to ask:
of what story is this a part? Neither Rumelt nor King and Kay
quote Amy Chua, but her book Political Tribes is a classic
account of failing to understand the situation. Chapter by
chapter she documents American foreign policy disasters from
Vietnam to Iraq because policy-makers did not comprehend
tribal societies. You cannot use war to turn them into liberal
democracies. Fail to understand this and you will waste many
years, trillions of dollars, and tens of thousands of lives.

It might seem odd to suggest that a book by two contemporary
economists holds the clue to unravelling the mystery of the
spies in our parsha. But it does. We think we know the story.
Moses sent twelve spies to spy out the land. Ten of them came
back with a negative report. The land is good, but
unconquerable. The people are strong, the cities impregnable,
the inhabitants are giants and we are grasshoppers. Only two of
the men, Joshua and Caleb, took a different view. We can win.
The land is good. God is on our side. With His help, we cannot
fail. On this reading, Joshua and Caleb had faith, courage and
confidence, while the other ten did not. But this is hard to
understand. The ten - not just Joshua and Caleb - knew that
God was with them. He had crushed Egypt. The Israelites had
just defeated the Amalekites. How could these ten - leaders,
princes — not know that they could defeat the inhabitants of the
land? What if the story were not this at all? What if it was not
about faith, confidence, or courage. What if it was about “What
is going on?” — understanding the situation and what happens
when you don‘t. The Torah tells us that this is the correct
reading, and it signals it in a most striking way.

Biblical Hebrew has two verbs that mean “to spy”: lachpor and
leragel (from which we get the word meraglim, “spies”).
Neither of these words appear in our parsha. That is the point.
Instead, no less than twelve times, we encounter the rare verb,
la-tur. It was revived in modern Hebrew and means (and
sounds like) “to tour.” Tayar is a tourist. There is all the
difference in the world between a tourist and a spy. Malbim
explains the difference simply. Latur means to seek out the
good. That is what tourists do. They go to the beautiful, the
majestic, the inspiring. They don’t spend their time trying to
find out what is bad. Lachpor and leragel are the opposite. They
are about searching out a place’s weaknesses and
vulnerabilities. That is what spying is about. The exclusive use
of the verb latur in our parsha - repeated twelve times - is
there to tell us that the twelve men were not sent to spy. But
only two of them understood this.

Almost forty years later, when Moses retells the episode in
Devarim 1:22-24, he does use the verbs lachpor and leragel. In
Genesis 42, when the brothers come before Joseph in Egypt to
buy food, he accuses them of being meraglim, “spies”, a word
that appears seven times in that one chapter. He also defines
what it is to be a spy: “You have come to see the nakedness of
the land” (i.e. where it is undefended). The reason ten of the
twelve men came back with a negative report is not because
they lacked courage or confidence or faith. It was because they
completely misunderstood their mission. They thought they had
been sent to be spies. But the Torah never uses the word “spy”
in our chapter. The ten simply did not understand what was
going on. They believed it was their role to find out the
“nakedness” of the land, where it was vulnerable, where its
defenses could be overcome. They looked and could not find.
The people were strong, and the cities impregnable. The bad
news about the land was that was that there was not enough
bad news to make it weak and thus conquerable. They thought

their task was to be spies and they did their job. They were
honest and open. They reported what they had seen. Based on
the intelligence they had gathered, they advised the people not to
attack - not now, and not from here. Their mistake was that they
were not meant to be spies. They were told latur, not lachpor or
leragel. Their job was to tour, explore, travel, see what the land
was like and report back. They were to see what was good about
the land, not what was bad. So, if they were not meant to be
spies, what was the purpose of this mission?

I suggest that the answer is to be found in a passage in the
Talmud that states: it is forbidden for a man to marry a woman
without seeing her first. The reason? Were he to marry without
having seen her first, he might, when he does see her, find he is
not attracted to her. Tensions will inevitably arise. Hence the
idea: first see, then love. The same applies to a marriage
between a people and its land. The Israelites were travelling to
the country promised to their ancestors. But none of them had
ever seen it. How then could they be expected to muster the
energies necessary to fight the battles involved in conquering the
land? They were about to marry a land they had not seen. They
had no idea what they were fighting for. The twelve were sent
latur: to explore and report on the good things of the land so that
the people would know it was worth fighting for. Their task was to
tour and explore, not spy and decry. But only two of them,
Joshua and Caleb, listened carefully and understood what their
mission was: to be the eyes of the congregation, letting them
know the beauty and goodness of what lay ahead, the land that
had been their destiny since the days of their ancestor Abraham.
The Israelites at that stage did not need spies. As Moses said
many years later: “You did not trust in the Lord your God, who
went ahead of you on your journey, in fire by night and in a cloud
by day, to search out places for you to camp and to show you the
way you should go” (Deut. 1:32-33). God was going to show
them where to go and where to attack.

The people needed something else entirely. Moses had told them
that the land was good. It was “flowing with milk and honey.” But
Moses had never seen the land. Why should they believe him?
They needed the independent testimony of eyewitnesses. That
was the mission of the twelve. And in fact, all twelve fulfilled that
mission. When they returned, the first thing they said was: “We
went into the land to which you sent us, and it does flow with
milk and honey! Here is its fruit” (Num. 13:27). But because ten
of them thought their task was to be spies, they went on to say
that the conquest was impossible, and from then on, tragedy was
inevitable. The difference between the ten and Joshua and Caleb
is not that the latter had the faith, courage and confidence the
former did not. It is that they understood the story; the ten did
not.

I find it fascinating that a leading economist and a former
Governor of the Bank of England should argue for the importance
of narrative when it comes to decision-making under conditions of
radical uncertainty. Yet that is the profound truth in our parsha.
Ten of the twelve men thought they were part of a story of
espionage. The result was that they looked for the wrong things,
came to the wrong conclusion, demoralized the people, destroyed
the hope of an entire generation, and will eternally be
remembered as responsible for one of the worst failures in Jewish
history. Read Amy Chua'’s Political Tribes, mentioned earlier, and
you will discover a very similar analysis of America’s devastating
failures in Vietnam, Afghanistan and Irag.

I write these words while the Coronavirus pandemic is at its
height. Has anyone yet identified the narrative of which it and we
are a part? I believe that the story we tell affects the decisions
we make. Get the story wrong and we can rob an entire
generation of their future. Get it right, as did Joshua and Caleb,
and we can achieve greatness.
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'GREAT NECK SYNAGOGUE
SISTERHOOD & MEN'S CLUB

LECTURE

TUESDAYEVENING  RABBI POLAKOFF
JUNE 16 &

845 PM RABBI LICHTER

JOIN VIA ZOOM
FOLLOWING MINCHA-MAARIV ). 950 351 45936  PW: 4876100



https://zoom.us/j/95035145936?pwd=SVNWODFyenFMOU9LNWhndjNLbFpzdz09

SCOPE DEADLINE

Great Neck Synagogue Magazine %

Rosh Hashana SCOPE Deadline - Monday, July 13

Please submit all SCOPE articles, recipes, photos, ads, sponsorships,
and any other material. We thank our SCOPE sponsors for their strong
support this past year by sponsoring 3 issues for a total of $100 for
the year. If you would like to continue sponsoring SCOPE, there is no
need to contact the shul. If you'd like to remove your sponsorship,
please contact Mark Twersky.

You can beocme a sponsor and dedicate the sponsorship
in honor of or in memory of a loved one.

We would like to highlight any of our members who are medical
professionals, first responders or essential workers who have been
instrumental in the Covid-19 pandemic. We ask you to sumbit a photo
and short article about these indivudals that the shul can recognize.

Please sumit all SCOPE material to Diane Rein - drein@verizon.net
Please submit all sponsorships to Mark Twersky - mtwersky@gns.org

Thank you so much!




SISTERHOOD SUMMER HEALTH |

June 2020

SUMMER HEALTH

Join us on Zoom: (Meeting ID: 632 468 8544): https://usOdweb.zoom.us/j/6324688544

Monday, June 1, 10 AM - Tami Kramer:
Trainer Tami, a Certified Personal Trainer
with specializations in Pre and Post Natal
Fitness and Senior Fitness will lead us in
30 minutes of strength training and
stretching.

Wednesday, June 3, 10 AM

Yogatopia with Pia Shiomo, ERYTZ200.
Strengthen, Stretch & Destress with Yoga.

Spend an hour exercising your body, mind
and soul with breath, movement and

meditation.

Thursday, June 11, 8 PM

Robyn Blummner, LCSW, Certified
Hypnotherapist and Certified Life Coach.

Finding Time for Yourself. Tools to wind

down during any kind of day.

Tuesday, June 23, 8 PM
Aksana Jensen, Medical Esthetician

How to take care of your skin in

quarantine & 7 steps to beautiful skin
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Pizza, music, senior awards!




GNS YOUTH PRESENTS
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PABSHA SWEET
OF THE WEEK

Every week, Morah Zehava will send a video of a

fj

We hope these make your Shabbat sweet!

(S SEND US PICS OF YOUR PARSHA SWEET OF THE WEEK! )

CNOYOUTHDEPTeGMAILCOM
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Parsha themed edible that you can make at home.
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| MOTHER-DAUGHTER BAKING
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Mother-Daughter
Baking with
Morah Zehaval
GO
Thursday nights @ 7:00
Grades 1-5

*Ingredients needed
will be posted on GNS Parent
whatsapp chat on Mondays.



https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3281074331

GeNS CONNECT
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GeNS Conneot

Help.connect generahons "GQNS" of our commum’rg'

Have your family join and get st up with an oldr individual or cuple
from our'shul. Some ideas of how fo connéct are: write a etter, play o

musical instrument, call them on Erev Shabbos. .

Get the whole familg involved!!:

To find out more and to sign up please email GNSYOUTHDEPT@gmail.com




SUNDAY HANGOUTS

Boys & Girls Grades 1-4

JOIN YOUR FRIENDS FOR GAMES, TICKETS & PRIZES!
W/ DR. MIKE & LEADERS

**New Times™™




