
 Parshat Re’eh August 15, 2020  25 Av, 5780 

The Great Neck Synagogue building is closed due the covid-19 

pandemic. To contact the clergy or office staff, please do so 

using the following information.  

Rabbi Polakoff: dpolakoff@gns.org/516.637.3674 

Rabbi Lichter: ilichter@gns.org/516.859.5123 

Chazzan Spinner: yspinner@gns.org/732.991.6606 

Mark Twersky: mtwersky@gns.org/516.527.9076 

Jim Frisch: jfrisch@gns.org/516.840.5202 

Shacharit M-F 7:45 am/Sunday 8:30 am                                         

Mincha/Maariv this week 7:40 pm 

Sunday                                                                                                   

9:15 am: Midrash Class 

Monday - Thursday 

9:00 am: Kollel Scholars’ Class 

Friday 

7:00 pm: Mincha 

7:35 pm: Candle Lighting 

Shabbat 

Shacharit: 9:00/9:15 am 

Kiddush in a Bag is sponsored by Debbie & Hal Chadow in 

honor of the marriage of her son Daniel to Rachel Fortinksy.  

Kiddush Class is sponsored by the families of our young 

adults leaving to Israel. Names on page 4.  

Mincha: 7:25 pm 

Shabbat Ends: 8:42 pm                                                              

Havdalah w/Chazzan Yitzy Spinner on zoom: 9:00 pm 

MAZAL TOVS  

CLASS/EVENT SCHEDULE 

SHALOM TASK FORCE                                                                      

Shalom Task Force hotline is 888-883-2323, and is                     

available to help anyone who is feeling fearful of physical 

or emotional harm or abuse. It is free and completely              

confidential.  

GNS BIKUR CHOLIM COMMITTEE   

We invite you to sponsor Rosh Hashanah flowers ($18/

each) that will be delivered to our ill/elderly members. We 

will be delivering flowers to approximately 30 people. 

Please contact Diane Rein at drein@verizon.net if you are 

interested in this chesed opportunity. Thank you!   
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COMMUNITY NEWS 

Mazal Tov to Joan & Henry Katz on the upcoming         

wedding of their granddaughter, Cindy Zucker, daughter of 

Linda & Jay Zucker to Daniel Teich, son of Barbara & 

Leon Teich.   

Mazal Tov to Louise & Leonard Kahn on the engagement 

of their granddaughter, Tamara Kahn, daughter of Doron 

& DV Kahn to Ari Hoffman of Houston.  

Mazal Tov to Leslie Kahn on the engagement of his      

grandson, Eli Kahn, son of Steven & Lara Kahn to Eliana 

Aisenbaum of Lawrence.  

Mazal Tov to Debbie & Hal Chadow on the upcoming                

marriage of her son Daniel to Rachel Fortinsky, daughter 

of Gila & Jerry Fortinksy of Larchmont, NY. 

MEN’S CLUB EVENT                                                                         

Join us on Wed. night, Aug. 19th at 8:00 pm for a zoom   

lecture with Rabbi Evan Hoffman on the Origins & Historical 

Development of the High Holiday Season.  

HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS PIRKEI AVOT CLASS                                           

Tuesdays with Shoshana Lunzer - 1 hour before mincha.  

ISRAEL BONDS EVENT 

Tuesday, August 18th at 8:00 pm. See flyer for event                 

details. You can register here. For more information, call 

Arnie Schweitzer at the Great Neck office at 516.726.2307 

or email arnie.schweitzer@israelbonds.com. 

SHOFAR BLOWERS                                                                                  

Please email ilichter@gns.org if you are able to blow 30 

blasts on Rosh Hashana in one of the following                             

neighborhoods: Baker Hill, Great Neck Estates, Kensington, 

Saddle Rock and Strathmore.  

Jill (and Steven) Swartz on the passing of her beloved                

father, Heiman Gross.  

Shideh (and Sammy) Ahdoot on the passing of her              

beloved father, Nasir Sedaghatpour.  

Matt (and Janine) Ellis on the passing of his beloved              

father, Richard Ellis.  

Monday, 20 Av 

Paul Weinberg for Ise Klein 

Rivka Rosenberg for Sarah Zaharon 

Wednesday, 22 Av 

Mark Friedman for Mildred Friedman 

Ebrahim Gabbaizadeh for Shoshana bat Shlomo 

Ebrahim Gabbaizadeh for Dovid ben Meir 

Carl Rosenberg for Bluma Miller 

Thursday, 23 Av 

Eva Bachrach for Gertrud Grunfarb 

Morris Nasser for Victoria Hercz 

Robert Knepper for Maxwell Knepper 

Carl Rosenberg for Julia Miller 

Friday, 24 Av 

Andrew Adler for Bernard Adler 

Mahin Aryeh for Yahya Aryeh 

Jason Mayer for Max Mayer 

Henry Schwartz for Ruth Schwartz 

Saturday, 25 Av 

Cindy Ludwig for Mary Gelber 

Sunday, 26 Av 

Sharon Goldwyn for Irene Cohen 

Meryl Friedman for Lloyd Karten 

Jerrald Weinstein for Lewis Sachs 

Rivka Rosenberg for Jacob Zaharon 

https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07eh7eea951056a19d&oseq=&c=&ch=
mailto:arnie.schweitzer@israelbonds.com


 If we were to ask what key word epitomizes the society Jews were to 

make in the Promised Land, several concepts would come to mind: 

justice, compassion, reverence, respect, holiness, responsibility,             

dignity, loyalty. Surprisingly, though, another word figures centrally 

in Moses’ speeches in Deuteronomy. It is a word that appears only 

once in each of the other books of the Torah: Genesis, Exodus,                   

Leviticus, and  Numbers. Yet it appears twelve times in Deuteronomy, 

seven of them in Parshat Re’eh. The word is simcha, joy. It is an 

unexpected word. The story of the Israelites thus far has not been a 

joyous one. It has been marked by suffering on the one hand,                     

rebellion and dissension on the other. Yet Moses makes it eminently 

clear that joy is what the life of faith in the land of promise is about.  

Here are the seven instances in this parsha, and their contexts:           

1) The central Sanctuary, initially Shilo: “There in the presence of the 

Lord your God you and your families shall eat and rejoice in                       

everything you have put your hand to, because the Lord your God 

has blessed you” (Deut. 12:7). 2) Jerusalem and the Temple: “And 

there you shall rejoice before the Lord your God, you, your sons and 

daughters, your menservants and maidservants, and the Levites from 

your towns” (Deut. 12:12). 3) Sacred food that may be eaten only in 

Jerusalem: “Eat them in the presence of the Lord your God at the 

place the Lord your God will choose – you, your sons and daughters, 

your menservants and maidservants, and the Levites from your 

towns – and you are to rejoice before the Lord your God in                           

everything you put your hand to” (Deut. 12:18). 4) The second tithe: 

“Use the silver to buy whatever you like: cattle, sheep, wine, or other 

fermented drink, or anything you wish. Then you and your household 

shall eat there in the presence of the Lord your God and rejoice”  

(Deut. 14:26). 5) The  festival of Shavuot: “And rejoice before the 

Lord your God at the place He will choose as a dwelling for His name 

– you, your sons and daughters, your menservants and                                

maidservants, the Levites in your towns, and the strangers, the                   

fatherless, and the widows living among you” (Deut. 16:11). 6) The 

festival of Succot: “Be joyful at your feast – you, your sons and 

daughters, your menservants and maidservants, and the Levites, the 

strangers, the fatherless, and the widows who live in your towns”  

(Deut. 16:14). 7) Succot, again. “For seven days, celebrate the feast 

to the Lord your God at the place the Lord your God will bless you in 

all your harvest and in all the work of your hands, and your joy will 

be complete [vehayita ach same’ach]” (Deut. 16:15). 

Why does Moses emphasize joy specifically in the book of                            

Deuteronomy? Perhaps because is there, in the speeches Moses           

delivered in the last month of his life, that he scaled the heights of 

prophetic vision never reached by anyone else before or since. It is 

as if, standing on a mountaintop, he sees the whole course of Jewish  

history unfold below him, and from that dizzying altitude he brings 

back a message to the people gathered around him: the next                       

generation, the children of those he led out of Egypt, the people who 

will cross the Jordan he will not cross and enter the land he is only 

able to see from afar. What he tells them is unexpected,                              

counter-intuitive. In effect he says this: “You know what your parents 

suffered. You have heard about their slavery in Egypt. You yourselves 

have known what it is to wander in the wilderness without a home or 

shelter or security. You may think those were the greatest trials, but 

you are wrong. You are about to face a harder trial. The real test is 

security and contentment.”  

Absurd though this sounds, it has proved true throughout Jewish 

history. In the many centuries of dispersion and persecution, from 

the destruction of the Second Temple to the nineteenth century, no 

one raised doubts about Jewish continuity. They did not ask, “Will we 

have Jewish grandchildren?” Only since Jews achieved freedom and 

equality in the Diaspora and independence and sovereignty in the 

State of Israel has that question come to be asked. When Jews had 

little to thank God for, they thanked Him, prayed to Him, and came 

to the synagogue and the house of study to hear and heed His word. 

When they had everything to thank Him for, many turned their backs 

on the synagogue and the house of study. Moses was giving                              

prophetic expression to the great paradox of faith: It is easy to speak 

to God in tears. It is hard to serve God in joy. It is the warning he 

delivered as the people came within sight of their destination: the 

Promised Land. Once there, they were in danger of forgetting that 

the land was theirs only because of God’s promise to them, and only 

for as long as they remembered their promise to God. 

Simcha is usually translated as joy, rejoicing, gladness, happiness, 

pleasure, or delight. In fact, simcha has a nuance untranslatable into 

English. Joy, happiness, pleasure, and the like are all states of mind, 

emotions. They belong to the individual. We can feel them alone.             

Simcha, by contrast, is not a private emotion. It means happiness 

shared. It is a social state, a predicate of “we,” not “I.” There is no 

such thing as feeling simcha alone. 

Moses repeatedly labors the point. When you rejoice, he says time and 

again, it must be “you, your sons and daughters, your menservants 

and maidservants, and the Levites, the strangers, the fatherless, and 

the widows in your towns.” A key theme of Parshat Re’eh is the idea of 

a central Sanctuary “in the place the Lord your God will choose.” As we 

know from later Jewish history, during the reign of King David, this 

place was Jerusalem, where David’s son Solomon eventually built the 

Temple. What Moses is articulating for the first time is the idea of   

simcha as communal, social, and national rejoicing. The nation was to 

be brought together not just by crisis, catastrophe, or impending war, 

but by collective celebration in the presence of God. The celebration 

itself was to be deeply moral. Not only was this a religious act of 

thanksgiving; it was also to be a form of social inclusion. No one was to 

be left out: not the stranger, or the servant, or the lonely (the orphan 

and widow). In a remarkable passage in the Mishneh Torah,                                

Maimonides makes this point in the strongest possible terms: And 

while one eats and drinks, it is their duty to feed the stranger, the 

orphan, the widow, and other poor and unfortunate people, for those 

who lock the doors to their courtyard, eating and drinking with their 

family, without giving anything to eat and drink to the poor and the 

bitter in soul – their meal is not a rejoicing in a Divine commandment, 

but a rejoicing only in their own stomach. It is of such persons that 

Scripture says, “Their sacrifices shall be to them as the bread of 

mourners, all that eat thereof shall be polluted; for their bread is a 

disgrace to their own appetite” (Hos. 9:4). Rejoicing of this kind is a 

disgrace to those who indulge in it, as Scripture says, “And I will 

spread dung upon your faces, even the dung of your sacrifices” (Mal. 

2:3). 

Moses’ insight remains valid today. The West is more affluent than any 

previous society has ever been. Our life expectancy is longer, our 

standards of living higher, and our choices wider than at any time since 

Homo sapiens first walked on earth. Yet Western societies are not 

measurably happier. The most telling indices of unhappiness – drug 

and alcohol abuse, depressive illness, stress-related syndromes, eating 

disorders, and the rest – have risen by between 300 and 1,000 per 

cent in the space of two generations. Why so? 

In 1968 I met the Lubavitcher Rebbe, Rabbi Menachem Mendel 

Schneersohn, of blessed memory, for the first time. While I was there, 

the Chassidim told me the following story. A man had written to the 

Rebbe in roughly these terms: “I am depressed. I am lonely. I feel that 

life is meaningless. I try to pray, but the words do not come. I keep 

mitzvot but find no peace of mind. I need the Rebbe’s help.” The               

Rebbe sent a brilliant reply without using a single word. He simply 

circled the first word of every sentence and sent the letter back. The 

word in each case was “I.”  

Our contemporary consumer is constructed in the first-person singular: 

I want, I need, I must have. There are many things we can achieve in 

the first-person singular but one we cannot, namely, simcha – because 

simcha is the joy we share, the joy we have only because we share. 

That, said Moses before the Israelites entered their land, would be 

their greatest challenge. Suffering, persecution, a common enemy, 

unite a people and turn it into a nation. But freedom, affluence, and 

security turn a nation into a collection of individuals, each pursuing his 

or her own happiness, often indifferent to the fate of those who have 

less, the lonely, the marginal, and the excluded. When that happens, 

societies start to disintegrate. At the height of their good fortune, the 

long slow process of decline begins. The only way to avoid it, said     

Moses, is to share your happiness with others, and, in the midst of that 

collective, national celebration, serve God. Blessings are not measured 

by how much we own or earn or spend or possess but by how much we 

share. Simcha is the mark of a sacred society. It is a place of collective 

joy. 

RABBI JONATHAN SACKS ON THE PARSHA 



 
 

 

SUMMER SERIES LECTURE 

https://zoom.us/j/95035145936?pwd=SVNWODFyenFMOU9LNWhndjNLbFpzdz09


 
 

 

KIDDUSH THIS SHABBAT 



ISRAEL BONDS EVENT 

 
 

 

https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07eh7eea951056a19d&oseq=&c=&ch=
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07eh7eea951056a19d&oseq=&c=&ch=


 
 

 

MEN’S CLUB EVENT 

https://zoom.us/j/807751748?pwd=ODZHUnJCZCsrd3YzbnNhVE9ENEdqZz09


GNS YOUTH PIRKEI AVOT CLASS 

 

https://www.gns.org/one-time-weekday-minyan-registration/


 

MOTHER-DAUGHTER BAKING 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3281074331


 

KIDDUSH OPTIONS 


