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Dedicated in memory of Alice Setton

Parshat Noach October 24, 2020 6 Cheshvan, 5781
TORAH Rabbi Sacks on Parshat Noach
ARTSCROLL 30 . . . -
HERTZ 26 Amid all the drama of the | stone. Chizkuni and others a fundamental question of
impending Flood and the | suggest Noah had both: a Torah. Where and what is
destruction of almost all | window (from which he later the tzohar, the brightness,
HAFTORAH of creation, we focus on | released the raven, Gen. 8:6) | the source of illumination,
ARTSCROLL 1131 Noah building the ark, and some form of artificial for the tevah, the Word?
HERTZ 41 and hear one detailed lighting for the prolonged Does it come solely from
instruction: Make a period of the Flood itself when | within, or also from
BAR MITZVAH tzohar for the ark and the sun was completely without? Does the Torah
OF terminate it within a cubit come with a window or a
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of the top. (Gen. 6:16)
There is a difficulty
understanding what
“tzohar” means, since the
word does not appear
anywhere else in Tanach.
Everyone agrees that it is
referring to a source of
illumination. It will give
light within the ark itself.
But what exactly is it?
Rashi quotes a Midrash
in which two Rabbis
disagree as to its
meaning: Some say this
was a window; others say
that it was a precious
stone that gave light to
them. The precious stone
had the miraculous
quality of being able to
generate light within the
darkness. Bartenura
suggests that what is at
stake between the two
interpretations is the
etymology of the word
tzohar itself. One relates
it to the word
tzahorayim, meaning
“midday.” In that case,
the brightness was to
come from the sun, the
sky, the outside.
Therefore, tzohar means
“a window, a skylight.”
The other view is that
tzohar is related to zohar,
“radiance,” which
suggests something that
radiates its own light,
hence the idea of a
miraculous precious

overcast by cloud and the
world was shrouded in
darkness.

It remains fascinating to ask
why the Rabbis of the Midrash,
and Rashi himself, would spend
time on a question that has no
practical relevance. There will
be - God promised this in this
week’s parsha - no further
flood. There will be no new
Noah. In any future threat to
the existence of the planet, an
ark floating on the water will
not be sufficient to save
humankind. So why should it
matter what source of
illumination Noah had in the
ark during those tempestuous
days? What is the lesson for
the generations?

I would like to offer a
midrashic speculation. The
answer, I suggest, lies in the
history of the Hebrew
language. Throughout the
biblical era, the word tevah
meant an ark - large in the
case of Noah and the Flood,
small in the case of the
papyrus basket coated with tar
in which Yocheved placed the
baby Moses, setting him afloat
on the Nile (Ex. 2:3). More
generally, it means “box.”
However, by the time of the
Midrash, tevah had come also
to mean “word.” It seems to
me that the Rabbis of the
Midrash were not so much
commenting on Noah and the
ark as they were reflecting on

precious stone?

There were certainly those
who believed that Torah
was self-sufficient. If
something is difficult in
Torah it is because the
words of Torah are sparse
in one place but rich in
another. In other words, the
answer to any question in
Torah can be found
elsewhere in Torah. Turn it
over and turn it over for
everything is within it. This
is probably the majority
view, considered
historically. There is nothing
to be learned outside. The
Torah is illuminated by a
precious stone that
generates its own light. This
is even hinted at in the title
of the greatest work of
Jewish mysticism, the Zohar
(see Bartenura above).

There were, however, other
views. Most famously,
Maimonides believed that a
knowledge of science and
philosophy - a

window to the outside world
- was essential to
understanding God’s word.
He made the radical
suggestion, in the Mishnah
Torah (Hilchot Yesodei Ha-
Torah 2:2), that it was
precisely these forms of
study that were the way to
the love and fear of God.
Through science - the
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knowledge of “"He who spoke and called the universe into
existence” - we gain a sense of the majesty and beauty,
the almost infinite scope and intricate detail of creation and
thus of the Creator. That is the source of love. Then,
realizing how small we are and how brief our lives in the
total scheme of things: that is the source of fear.

The case Maimonides made in the 12th century, long before
the rise of science, has been compounded a thousand times
with our accelerated knowledge of the nature of the
universe. Every new discovery of the vastness of the
cosmos and the wonders of the micro-cosmos, fills the mind
with awe. “Lift up your eyes and look to the heavens: Who
created all these?” (Is. 40:26). Maimonides did not think
that science and philosophy were secular disciplines. He
believed that they were ancient forms of Jewish wisdom,
that the Greeks had acquired from the Jews and sustained
at a time when the Jewish people, through exile and
dispersion, had forgotten them. So they were not foreign
borrowings. Maimonides was re-claiming a tradition that
had been born in Israel itself. Nor were they source of
independent illumination. They were simply a window
through which the light of God’s created universe could help
us decode the Torah itself. Understanding God’s world helps
us understand God’s word.

This made a significant difference to the way Maimonides
was able to convey the truth of Torah. So for example, his
knowledge of ancient religious practices - albeit based on
sources that were not always reliable — afforded him the
deep insight (in The Guide for the Perplexed) that many of
the Chukim, the statutes, the laws that seem to have no
reason, were in fact directed against specific idolatrous
practices. His knowledge of Aristotelian philosophy enabled
him to formulate an idea that exists throughout both
Tanach and the rabbinic literature, but that had not been
articulated so clearly before, namely that Judaism has a
virtue ethic. It is interested not just in what we do but in
what we are, in the kind of people we become. That is the
basis of his pathbreaking Hilchot De’ot, “Laws of ethical
character.” The more we understand the way the world is,
the more we understand why the Torah is as it is. It is our
roadmap through reality. It is as if secular and scientific
knowledge were the map, and Torah the route. This view,
articulated by Maimonides, was developed in the modern
age in a variety of forms. Devotees of Rabbi Samson
Raphael Hirsch called it Torah im derech eretz, “Torah with
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general culture.” In Yeshiva University it came to be known
as Torah u-Madda, “Torah and science.” Together with the
late Rav Aaron Lichtenstein zt”l, I prefer the phrase Torah
ve-Chochmah, “Torah and wisdom,” because wisdom is a
biblical category.

Recently, the science writer David Epstein published a
fascinating book called Range, subtitled, How Generalists
Triumph in a Specialized World. He makes the point that
over-concentration on a single specialized topic is good for
efficiency but bad for creativity. The real creatives, (people
like the Nobel prize winners), are often those who had
outside interests, who knew other disciplines, or had
passions and hobbies outside their subject. Even in a field
like sport, for every Tiger Woods, who had a feel for golf
even before he could speak, there is a Roger Federer, who
exercised his skills in many sports before, quite late in
youth, choosing to focus on tennis.

Lehavdil, it was precisely Maimonides’ breadth of
knowledge of science, medicine, psychology, astronomy,
philosophy, logic, and many other fields that allowed him
to be so creative in everything he wrote, from his letters,
to his Commentary to the Mishnah, to the Mishnah Torah
itself, structured differently from any other code of Jewish
law, all the way to The Guide for the Perplexed.
Maimonides said things that many may have sensed
before, but no one had expressed so cogently and
powerfully. He showed that it is possible to be utterly
devoted to Jewish faith and law and yet be creative,
showing people spiritual and intellectual depths they had
not seen before. That was his way making a tzohar, a
window for the tevah, the Divine word. On the other hand,
the Zohar conceives of Torah as a precious stone that gives
light of itself and needs none from the outside. Its world is
a closed system, a very deep, passionate, moving,
sustained search for intimacy with the Divine that dwells
within the universe and within the human soul.

So we are not forced to choose either the one or the other.
Recall that Chizkuni said that Noah had a precious stone
for the dark days and a window for when the sun shone
again. Something like that happened when it came to
Torah also. During the dark days of persecution, Jewish
mysticism flourished, and Torah was illuminated from
within. During the benign days when the world was more
open to Jews, they had a window to the outside, and so
emerged figures like Maimonides in the Middle Ages, and
Samson Raphael Hirsch in the 19th century. I believe that
the challenge for our time is to open a series of windows so
that the world can illuminate our understanding of Torah,
and so that the Torah may guide us as we seek to make
our way through the world.




| CLASSES SCHEDULE |

Schedule of Classes - Begins This Week

Sunday
9:15 am: Midrash Class w/ Rabbi Polakoff (zoom)

Monday
8:00 pm: Adult Parsha Class w/ Rabbi Lichter (zoom)

9:00 pm: Aggadata on Gemara Sota (zoom)

Tuesday
7:00-7:30 pm: Parsha 'n Pizza (grades 1-5 in the Gym)
Register your child HERE

Wednesday
9:00 pm: WNL Halacha Chabura w/ Rabbi Lichter
(zoom)

Thursday
9:15 am: Women’s Chumash w/ Rabbi Polakoff (zoom)
8:00 pm: Power Chumash w/ Rabbi Polakoff (zoom)



https://zoom.us/j/98275197377?pwd=Q0cwejE2NWQ0bGtFU0cweTVCZzJ2QT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/289319120
https://zoom.us/j/95486730057?pwd=T2pUNFJJMXNMaUp0TkswQ2Q0OG9OUT09
https://forms.gle/x8VuNf1ZaVhFSu1p7
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/289319120
https://zoom.us/j/95486730057?pwd=T2pUNFJJMXNMaUp0TkswQ2Q0OG9OUT09
https://zoom.us/j/95486730057?pwd=T2pUNFJJMXNMaUp0TkswQ2Q0OG9OUT09

YOM KIPPUR APPEAL

HAVE YOU PARTICIPATED YET?

$18,000 AND UP

HAROLD & LORRAINE DOMNITCH

IN MEMORY OF HELENE M FINK, Z"L
AND HOWARD REIN, Z"L

$10,000 AND UP
ANONYMOUS(4)

MAHIN ARYEH & FAMILY
EMMA & BART BAUM
JEFF & AUDREY HILLER
IVAN KAUFMAN & FAMILY
ALIZA & DOV SASSOON
PARI & HENRY SCHWARTZ

$7000 AND UP
ANONYMOUS (2)

DEBBIE & HAL CHADOW
SWARTZ & ADLER FAMILIES

$5.000 AND UP
ANONYMOUS(4)

RONA & RUBY ASKOWITZ
LESLIE & DAVID BRONHEIM
LARRY HORN & FAMILY

LILLIAN & GARY CHUBAK
ALIZA & ADAM KARKOWSKY
CAROL & JEFFREY KAUFMAN
MARCY & MURRAY RABINOWITZ
SONIA & EDWARD WEISS

YOM KIPPUR APPEAL

5781-2020

$3,500 AND UP
ANONYMOUS (4)

AVIGAYIL & DAVID BAKST

DINA & NATAN HAMERMAN
ANNA & ERIK HERZ

ALISA & MICHAEL HOENIG
LiSA & ERRAN KAGAN
ARIELLA & ABRAHAM SEDGH
JESSICA & EVAN SHUSTERMAN

$2,500 AND UP
ANONYMOUS (7)

LISA & JEFFREY BENJAMIN
CHARLES & CAROL BERLIN
BERNADETTE & ALLAN BEYDA
ROBYN & STEVEN BLUMNER
KLARA & SANDY BRAND
LAURA & SCOTT DANOFF
DOREEN & CHARLES HADID
ALLA & MARK LANDA
MARLA & MICAH LEMONIK
CINDY & JEFFREY LIEBMANN
GITTY LOUZOUN

MARIANA NAIM & FAMILY
STACY & ADAM RAPP

ANIDA & ED ROSMAN

SUSAN & DAVID SEDGH

$1,800 AND UP
ANONYMOUS (8)

SARI & STUART BRAUNSTEIN
LINDA & MARK BUNIM
REBEKAH & BRIAN EDELMAN
TOVA & ISAAC ELYASSOFF
YAFFA & MANSOUR FARHADIAN
DONNA & JOSEPH HECHT

DIDI & ADAM HUTT

JOAN & HENRY KATZ

TAMI & GREG KRAMER
SYDELLE & ROBERT KNEPPER
CELIA & JACK LEMONIK
GOLDIE & HOWARD LORBER
CINDY & GLENN LUDWIG
SHARON & EDDIE MAZUR
YIFAT & ZACH MITTLEMAN
DINA & JON OHEBSHALOM
MICHELLE & NORMAN RUTTA
RORI & CHARLES SASSOON
SANDRA & RAYMOND SASSOON
HAIFA & DAN SHAVOLIAN
KAREN & ROBERT SPITALNICK
ILANA & AARON WALLENSTEIN
DEVORAH WANG

LILY & ALEX WEISS

MICHELE & HOWARD WOLF
HEIDI & GLENN ZUCKERMAN

THE ANNUAL YOM KIPPUR APPEAL OF GREAT NECK SYNAGOGUE
IS THE SINGLE LARGEST FUNDRAISING EFFORT OF THE YEAR.
WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT.
PLEASE. CONTACT ONE OF OUR CHAIR PEOPLE:

HAROLD DOMNITCH, HOWARD WOLF,
ABE SEDGH, DIANE REIN
OR OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR,
MARK TWERSKY

$1,000 AND UP
ANONYMOUS (15)

GNS MEN’s CLUB

GNS SISTERHOOD

DAHLIA ABRAHAM

RALENE & ANDREW ADLER
LITAL & JOSH AMINI

DAVID BIRNBAUM & FAMILY
LILYAN & LOU BRAVER

SARA & ANDREW FELDSCHREIBER
JACQUELINE & STANLEY FISCHER
SYLVIA & NORMAN FISHER

IN MEMORY OF MURRAY FRANK Z”L
MARILYN & JEFF FREEDMAN
ARIELLA & SHMUEL GILAD
ERICA & ELIOT HEISLER
BARBARA KAPELMAN

CAROL & STEPHEN KARBOWITZ
ILANA & JONATHAN KROLL
ISAAC & SIMA KOHANNIM

TINA MACHNIKOFF

TOVAH & JOSH MARMER
SUSAN MAYER & FAMILY

RUTH & MILTON MITZNER
ELLEN & AVERY MODLIN
TRICIA & MICHAEL MOSLIN
DANIELLA & JONATHAN MULLER
BRENDA & ED PARVER
KATRINA & TED PERLMAN
STEPHEN RABINOWITZ

MORRIS SEIDMAN

GAIL & MAURICE SETTON
ELLEN & MITCHELL SIEGEL
HEATHER & JERRY SIEGELMAN
LAUREN & SETH SILBERSTEIN
RITA SILVERMAN

SHOSHANA & MARTIN SOKOL
JUDY & ABE SOLEIMANI
FLORENCE & IRVIN SPIRA

PAM & BARUCH TOLEDANO
LiSA & Dov WEINSTEIN
REBECCA WEISEL & FAMILY
MURRAY WEISS

RIVKA & JORDAN WOLF

LOREN & GIDEON YUDELOWITZ




KIDDUSH SPONSORS

We misSS 'NTRODUC|NG...
KiddusSh

Great Neck Synagogue

4 KIDDUSH

KiddusSh
To-Go

$260 & Up (- ((\\ 23RN b

Option # 1:
3 Sponsor selected food items prepared
Opt lon # 2 for members to take home after shol
KidduSh

Shiur Option # 2:
e Sponsor chulent, fruit & more...
$260 & UP for an outside and shady socially
distant kiddush shivr after davening

Option + 1 /7 K'Ts

SponSor Shabbat KiddusSh by contacting

Mark Twersky at mtwersky@gnS.org




MEN’S CLUB EVENT

GIs M[MS cluB PT(ES[MTS

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 22ND @ 6:30 PM
“GNS PARKING LOT

SIT IN THE COMFORT OF YOUR CAR WHILE SOUND
IS TRANSMITTED THROUGH YOUR CAR RADTO

FEATURED FILM RSVP BY NOV. IST
: | s TO MARK FRIEDMAN AT
INDIANA JONES MFRIEDMAN1957@GMAIL.COM

OR CALL 516.384.5491
SNACKS & DRINKS PROVIDED
525 PER CARLOAD (5 PEOPLE PER CAR MAX)




SHED THE MEDS

GREAT NECK WATER POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT

Invites Residents to

SHED THE MEDS

RESIDENTS CAN DROP OFF PHARMACEUTICAL WASTE AT
THE DISTRICT'S CONTACTLESS DRIVE-THRU

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2020
10:30 AM - 1:30 PM
236 EAST SHORE ROAD, GREAT NECK

= .V Serv
T

CO-SPONSORED BY
e

| lcoartiTionNn] |

b :i Northwell
SN+ Health-

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS PLEASE CONTACT US AT INFO@GNWPCD.NET OR 516-482-0238.




ANNOUNCEMENTS

RABBI POLAKOFF’S SHABBOS DRASHA THROUGH 5781
IS DEDICATED IN MEMORY OF DOVID BEN NISSAN v’LEAH
FOR OTHER SUCH OPPORTUNITIES PLEASE CONTACT
HoOwARD WOLF 516-643-3344

MAZAL TOVS & COMMUNITY NEWS

IF YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO IS MOVING INTO THE
GREAT NECK AREA PLEASE LET THE OFFICE KNOW.

CHANUKAH SCOPE DEADLINE AND SPONSORSHIP
Please submit all SCOPE magazine articles, recipes,
photos, ads, sponsorships and any other material by
TODAY Mon. Oct. 19th to drein@verizon.net. Please
share photos and captions of GNS smachot (weddings,
bar/bat mitzvahs, bris, etc.) that took place during COVID-
19 so we can make a collage for the Chanukah issue.
Thank you very much to our SCOPE sponsors for their
strong support by sponsoring 3 issues for a total cost of
$100 for the year. Thank you!

HUNGER INITIATIVE

During these difficult times, we are providing food for
numerous families in our community and nearby areas. If
you cook in excess during the week, please freeze your
extras, neatly wrap them and drop them off in the cooler
on the porch at 91 Baker Hill road on Friday from 7 am -
1 pm. PLEASE DO NOT DROP PERISHABLE FOOD OFF
DURING THE WEEK. Canned goods, cereal, any grocery
items, fruit and vegetables are also appreciated. If you
would like to volunteer to make a deliveries and help
collect food for these families, Please contact Cindy Hodkin
at 516.317.9632 or at koshercookinggn@gmail.com.

MEN’S CLUB EVENT

Join the Men’s Club for a Drive-In Movie Night in the GNS
Parking Lot on Sunday evening, November 22nd at
6:30 pm. The featured film is “Indiana Jones.” The cost of
the event is $25 per carload with 5 people maximum in
one car. Snacks & drinks are included. Please RSVP by
November 1st to Mark Friedman via email at
MFriedman1957@gmail.com or call 516.384.5491.

GREAT NECK COMMUNITY CALENDAR

As you may know, we are fortunate to have a Great Neck
Community Calendar where one can post their upcoming
simcha or special event. It is suggested that when
planning a simcha or event that you post it on the calendar
in order to avoid unnecessary conflicts. To post your
simcha, send your request to
greatneckcalendar@gmail.com. If you post on the
Community Calendar, do not assume that you are booked
on the GNS calendar as well. You must reserve your date
on the GNS calendar independently.

Mazal Tov to Sydelle & Robert Knepper on the
engagement of their son James to Natalie Frohlinger,
daughter of Debra & Barry Frohlinger of Manhattan.

Mazal Tov to Aliza & Aryeh Karkowsky on the Bar
Mitzvah of their son Daniel.

Mazal Tov to Jamie & Michael Katz on the birth of a
grandson born to their children Ray Katz & Roman
Khasidov. Mazal Tov to great grandparents Joan & Henry
Katz.

GREAT NECK KOSHER FOOD PANTRY

There is a kosher food pantry in Great Neck (Steamboat
Road) that is open for families in need that live in Nassau
and Suffolk County. Please contact the pantry at (516)
400-3026 for more information.

SHALOM TASK FORCE

Shalom Task Force hotline is 888-883-2323, and is
available to help anyone who is feeling fearful of physical or
emotional harm or abuse. It is free and completely
confidential.

TFhe Gottliet & Qlass Families would life te thank Rablis
autpowting of suppext following the passing of theix dear
mather Edna Glass 2”C.

To contact the clergy or office staff, please do so using the
following information.

Rabbi Polakoff: dpolakoff@gns.org/516.637.3674
Rabbi Lichter: ilichter@gns.org/516.859.5123
Chazzan Spinner: yspinner@gns.org/732.991.6606
Mark Twersky: mtwersky@gns.org/516.527.9076
Jim Frisch: jfrisch@gns.org/516.840.5202

Monday, 1 Cheshvan
Sharon Herman for Muriel Adler
Leon Kutcher for Fran Kutcher
Herschel Flax for Ethel Pasvolsky
Rita Silverman for Zelda Schwartz
Lorraine Domnitch for Jennie Speisel
Tuesday, 2 Cheshvan
Sheila Bachman for Pauline Bachman
Joyce Swartz for Sol Gelfond
Lisa Adler for Sol Gelfond
Ronald Swartz for Sol Gelfond
Steven Swartz for Sol Gelfond
Deena Heisler for Joseph Heisler
Eliot Heisler for Joseph Heisler
George Schuman for Erna Schuman
Deborah Hollander for Judith Sokol
Martin Sokol for Judith Sokol
Joseph Sokol for Judith Sokol
Rabbi Shimon Wolf for Nathan Wolf
Wednesday, 3 Cheshvan
Pauline Levy for David Gruber
Paul Marcus for Victor Marcus
Thursday, 4 Cheshvan
Marc Epstein for Toby Epstein
Ilene Schuman for Ida Tubachnick
Friday, 5 Cheshvan
Stuart Braunstein for Stanley Braunstein
Harriet Schimel for Gert Hausman
Leon Miller for Ira Miller
Albert Safdieh for Julia Safdieh
Pari Schwartz for Kahtoun Torkan
Saturday, 6 Cheshvan
Paul Brody for Joseph Brody
Sunday, 7 Cheshvan
Elliot Engelstein for Abraham Engelstein
Jill Swartz for Harvey Kronish
Monday, 8 Cheshvan
Laurie Mermelstein for Carl Berlin
Leo Mindick for Hyman Rubinstein
Harold Domnitch for Alice Smoklow
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