0 Shabbat Announcemen

Parshat Pinchas

July 11, 2020 19 Tammuz, 5780

The Great Neck Synagogue building is closed due the
covid-19 pandemic. To contact the clergy or office staff,
please do so using the following information.

Rabbi Polakoff: dpolakoff@gns.org/516.637.3674
Rabbi Lichter: ilichter@gns.org/516.859.5123
Chazzan Spinner: yspinner@gns.org/732.991.6606
Mark Twersky: mtwersky@gns.org/516.527.9076
Jim Frisch: jfrisch@gns.org/516.840.5202

MAZAL TOVS & COMMUNITY NEWS

VIRTUAL CLASS/EVENT SCHEDULE

Shacharit M-F 7:45 am/Sunday 8:30 am
Mincha/Maariv this week 8:10 pm

Sunday
9:30 am: Summer Session w/ Rabbi Dovid Hirsch

Monday
9:00 am: Scholars Kollel

Tuesday
9:00 am: Scholars Kollel

Wednesday
9:00 am: Scholars Kollel
7:00 pm: Men’s Club & Sisterhood Event w/ Talia Reese

Thursday
Fast of 17th of Tammuz - Begins: 4:20 am; Ends: 9:09 pm

Mazal Tov to Drora & Paul Brody on the marriage of
their daughter Liat to Jesse Rutta.

Mazal Tov to Hindi & Ben Lunzer on the marriage of
their daughter Rachel to Mordy Weinstein.

Mazal Tov to Lauren Hyman on the birth of a
granddaughter, Ayelet Liba, born to her children Daniel
& Abigail Elsant.

Mazal Tov to Thelma & Emile Kattan on the
engagement of their son Aaron to Rebecca Ohayon.

GNS BIKUR CHOLIM COMMITTEE

If you would like to volunteer to join the GNS Bikur Cholim
Committee to do outreach to our ill/elderly shul members,
or if you know someone that could benefit from this type of
outreach, please contact drein@verizon.net to participate
in this meaningful chesed opportunity. Thank you!

SHALOM TASK FORCE

The Shalom Task Force hotline is 888-883-2323, and is
available to help anyone who is feeling fearful of physical
or emotional harm or abuse. It is free and completely
confidential.

THIS WEEK'S YAHRTZEITS

9:00 am: Scholars Kollel

Friday
6:00 pm: Kabbalat Shabbat w/ Chazzan Yitzy Spinner
8:09 pm: Candle Lighting

Saturday night
9:17 pm: Shabbat Ends
15 min. after Shabbat: Havdalah w/Chazzan Yitzy Spinner

Zoom Links are included in GNS Daily Emails

SHIVA ASAR B'TAMMUZ

This Thursday, July 9th is the Fast of the 17th of Tammuz.
The fast begins at 4:20 am and ends at 9:09 pm. Mincha
will be at 8:05 pm.

CONDOLENCES - THANK YOU

Ja the Gueat Neck Community from the family of the beloved
Judy Weinstein - There are no werds to convey curn
appreciation of the love that was shawn te ws duting this most
difficult time. Thank you te Rablii Lichter, Chazan Spinner
and the entive community for all of your visits, calls, zeoms,
nates, meals and assistance. (L special deep appreciation ta
Rabibi Polakeff for his creativity and boundless energy in
daing all that fie did te allow us to fold pewsenal Shiva calls
and Daven together for each mingan, and enable these of ws
whe couldn’t be in New York to vivtually attend the funeral.

Monday, 14 Tammuz
Hyman Katz for Israel Katz
Edward Mazur for Phil Mazur
Rabbi Dale Polakoff for William Rosenzweig
Tuesday, 15 Tammuz
Payman Rabiei for Gohar bat Binyamin
Harry Lumerman for Bella Rifka Lumerman
Daniella Muller for Philip Machnikoff
Zehava Atlas for Philip Machnikoff
Tina Machnikoff for Philip Machnikoff
Ken Magida for Besie Magida
Thursday, 17 Tammuz
Payman Rabiei for Pari bat Meyer
Elena Berkowitz for David Fridman
Leslie Kahn for Nathan Kahn
Gitty Louzoun for Gilbert Louzoun
Michelle Heisler for Gilbert Louzoun
Malka Louzoun for Gilbert Louzoun
Arthur Pomerantz for Ruth Pomerantz
Friday, 18 Tammuz
Marc Gottlieb for Herman Gottlieb
Morris Nasser for Rafael Nasser
Saturday, 19 Tammuz
Dorothy Reiser for Mitsu Wataabe Cohen
Asher Pirouzian for Ayoub Pirouzian
Susan Goldman for Oscar Ring
Sunday, 20 Tammuz
Michelle Wolf for Mitchell Scott Berman
Rose Weiss for Sabina Fajg
Charlene Milun for Sarah Rebecca Israelite
Myra Honig for Joan Scheiner



mailto:drein@verizon.net

RABBI JONATHAN SACKS ON THE PARSHA

Moses said to the Lord, “May the Lord, God of the spirits of all flesh,
appoint a man over this community to go out and come in before them,
one who will lead them out and bring them in, so the Lord’s people will not
be like sheep without a shepherd.” (Num. 27:15-17) Moses was in sight of
the Angel of Death. Miriam had died. So had Aaron. And God had told
Moses “you too will be gathered to your people, as your brother Aaron
was.” (Num. 27:12-13), so he knew he was not fated to live long enough
to cross the Jordan and enter the land. Who would be his successor? Did
he have any thoughts on the matter?

With profound attentiveness, the Sages noted the immediately previous
passage. It is the story of the daughters of Tzelophehad, who claim their
rights of inheritance in the land, despite the fact that inheritance passed
through the male line and their father had left no sons. Moses brought
their request to God, who answered that it was to be granted. Against this
background, the Midrash interprets Moses’ thoughts as he brings his own
request to God, that a successor be appointed: What was Moses’ reason
for making this request after declaring the order of inheritance? Just this,
that when the daughters of Tzelophehad inherited from their father, Moses
reasoned: The time is right for me to make my own request. If daughters
inherit, it is surely right that my sons should inherit my glory. The Holy
One, Blessed Be He, said to him, “He who keeps the fig tree shall eat its
fruit” (Prov. 27:18). Your sons sat idly by and did not study the Torah.
Joshua served you faithfully and showed you great honor. It was he who
rose early in the morning and remained late at night at your House of
Assembly. He used to arrange the benches and spread the mats. Seeing
that he has served you with all his might, he is worthy to serve Israel, for
he shall not lose his reward.

This is the unspoken drama of the chapter. Not only was Moses fated not
to enter the land, but he was also destined to see his sons overlooked in
the search for a successor. That was his second personal tragedy. But it is
precisely here that we find, for the first time, one of Judaism’s most
powerful propositions. Biblical Israel had its dynasties. Both Priesthood
and, in a later age, Kingship were handed down from father to son. Yet
there is a staunchly egalitarian strand in Judaism from the outset.
Ironically, it is given one of its most powerful expressions in the mouth of
the rebel, Korach: “All the congregation are holy and the Lord is in their
midst. Why then do you (Moses) set yourselves above the congregation?”
(Num. 16:3). But it was not only Korach who gave voice to such a
sentiment. We hear it in the words of Moses himself: “Would that all the
Lord’s people were Prophets and that the Lord would put His spirit on
them” (Num. 11:29). We hear it again in the words of Hannah when she
gives thanksgiving for the birth of her son: The Lord sends poverty and
wealth; He humbles and He exalts. He raises the poor from the dust and
lifts the needy from the ash heap; He seats them with princes and has
them inherit a throne of honor. (I Sam. 2:7-8) It is implicit in the great
holiness command: “The Lord said to Moses, ‘Speak to the entire assembly
of Israel and say to them: Be holy, because I, the Lord your God, am
holy”” (Lev. 19:2). This is not a call to Priests or Prophets - a sacred elite -
but to an entire people. There is, within Judaism a profound egalitarian
instinct: the concept of a nation of individuals standing with equal dignity
in the presence of God. Korach was wrong less in what he said than in why
he said it. He was a demagogue attempting to seize power. But he tapped
into a deep reservoir of popular feeling and religious principle. Jews have
never been easy to lead because each is called on to be a leader. What
Korach forgot is that to be a leader it is also necessary to be a follower.
Leadership presupposes discipleship. That is what Joshua knew, and what
led to him being chosen as Moses’ successor.

The tradition is summed up in the famous Maimonidean ruling: With three
crowns was Israel crowned - with the crown of Torah, the crown of
Priesthood, and the crown of Kingship. The crown of Priesthood was
bestowed on Aaron and his descendants. The crown of Kingship was
conferred on David and his successors. But the crown of Torah is for all
Israel. Whoever wishes, let them come and take it. Do not suppose that
the other two crowns are greater than that of Torah...The crown of Torah is
greater than the other two crowns. This had immense social and political
consequences. Throughout most of the biblical era, all three crowns were
in operation. In addition to Prophets, Israel had Kings and an active
Priesthood serving in the Temple. The dynastic principle - leadership
passing from father to son - still dominated two of the three roles. But
with the destruction of the Second Temple, Kingship and a functioning
Priesthood ceased. Leadership passed to the Sages who saw themselves as
heirs to the Prophets. We see this in the famous one-sentence summary of
Jewish history with which Tractate Avot begins: “Moses received the Torah
from Sinai and handed it on to Joshua, who handed it on to the elders, the
elders to the Prophets, and the Prophets to the men of the Great
Assembly” (Mishnah Avot 1:1). The Rabbis see themselves as heirs to the
Prophets rather than to the Priests. In biblical Israel, the Priests were the

primary guardians and teachers of Torah. Why did the Rabbis not see
themselves as heirs to Aaron and the Priesthood? The answer may be this:
Priesthood was a dynasty. Prophetic leadership, by contrast, could never be
predicted in advance. The proof was Moses. The very fact that his children
did not succeed him as leaders of the people may have been an acute
distress to him but it was a deep consolation to everyone else. It meant that
anyone, by discipleship and dedication, could aspire to Rabbinic leadership
and the crown of Torah. Hence we find in the sources a paradox. On the one
hand, the Torah describes itself as an inheritance: “Moses commanded us
the Torah as an inheritance [morasha] of the congregation of Jacob” (Deut.
33:4). On the other hand, the Sages were insistent that Torah is not an
inheritance: “R. Yose said: Prepare yourself to learn Torah, for it is not given
to you as an inheritance [yerushal]” (Avot 2:12).

The simplest resolution of the contradiction is that there are two kinds of
inheritance. Biblical Hebrew contains two different words for what we receive
as a legacy: yerusha/morasha and nachala. Nachala is related to the word
nachal, “a river.” It signifies something passed down automatically across
the generations, as river water flows downstream, easily and naturally.
Yerusha comes from the root yarash, meaning “to take possession.” It refers
to something to which you have legitimate title, but which you need positive
action to acquire. A hereditary title, such as being a duke or an earl, is
passed from father to son. So too is a family business. The difference is that
the first needs no effort on the part of the heir, but the second requires hard
work if the business is to continue to be worth something. Torah is like a
business, not a title. It must be earned if it is to be sustained. The Sages
themselves put it more beautifully: “*“Moses commanded us the Torah as an
inheritance [morasha] of the congregation of Jacob’ - read not ‘inheritance
[morasha]’ but ‘betrothed [me’orasa]’ (Berachot 57a). By a simple change
in pronunciation - turning a shin [="sh”] into a sin [="s"], “inheritance” into
“betrothal” - the Rabbis signalled that, yes, there is an inheritance
relationship between Torah and the Jew, but the former has to be loved if it
is to be earned. You have to love Torah if you are to inherit it.

The Sages were fully aware of the social implications of R. Yose's dictum
that the Torah “is not given to you as an inheritance.” It meant that literacy
and learning must never become the preserve of an elite: And why is it not
usual for scholars to give birth to sons who are scholars? Yosef said: So that
it should not be said that the Torah is their inheritance. (Nedarim 81a) The
Sages were constantly on their guard against exclusivist attitudes to Torah.
Equality is never preserved without vigilance - and indeed there were
contrary tendencies. We see this in one of the debates between the schools
of Hillel and Shammai: “Raise up many disciples” — The school of Shammai
says: A person is to teach only one who is wise, humble, of good stock, and
rich. But the school of Hillel says: Everyone is to be taught. For there were
many transgressors in Israel who were attracted to the study of Torah, and
from them sprang righteous, pious, and worthy men. To what may it be
compared? “To a woman who sets a hen to brood on eggs - out of many
eggs, she may hatch only a few, but out of a few [eggs], she hatches none
at all.”

One cannot predict who will achieve greatness. Therefore, Torah must be
taught to all. A later episode illustrates the virtue of teaching everyone:
Once Rav came to a certain place where, though he had decreed a fast [for
rain], no rain fell. Eventually someone else stepped forward in front of Rav
before the Ark and prayed, “Who causes the wind to blow” - and the wind
blew. Then he prayed, “Who causes the rain to fall” - and the rain fell. Rav
asked him: What is your occupation [i.e., what is your special virtue that
causes God to answer your prayers]? He replied: I am a teacher of young
children. I teach Torah to the children of the poor as well as to the children
of the rich. From those who cannot afford it, I take no payment. Besides, I
have a fish pond, and I offer fish to any boy who refuses to study, so that he
comes to study. (Ta'anit 24a)

It would be wrong to suppose that these attitudes prevailed in all places at
all times. No nation achieves perfection. An aptitude for learning is not
equally distributed within any group. There is always a tendency for the
most intelligent and scholarly to see themselves as more gifted than others
and for the rich to attempt to purchase a better education for their children
than the poor. Yet to an impressive - even remarkable - degree, Jews were
vigilant in ensuring that no one was excluded from education and that
schools and teachers were paid for by public funds. By many centuries,
indeed millennia, Jews were the first to democratize education. The crown of
Torah was indeed open to all. Moses’ tragedy was Israel’s consolation. “The
Torah is their inheritance.” The fact that his successor was not his son, but
Joshua, his disciple, meant that one form of leadership - historically and
spiritually the most important of the three crowns - could be aspired to by
everyone. Dignity is not a privilege of birth. Honor is not confined to those
with the right parents. In the world defined and created by Torah, everyone
is a potential leader. We can all earn the right to wear the crown.






https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6324688544

| SUMMER SESSION - RABBI HIRSCH

SALLY & SEYMOUR OLSHIN
ADULT EDUCATION PROGRAM

GNS SUMMER 2020
LEARNING PROGRAM

Guest Speaker:
Rabbi Dovid Hirsch

“Geneivat Da’at:
Deception & Authenticity
in our Relationships”

Rabbi Hirsch is a 1990 graduate of Yeshiva College, where he majored in
computer science. Upon graduation from YC, Rabbi Hirsch received the
Rothman Award for Excellence in Talmud. He earned his M.S. degree in Jewish
Education from Azrieli Graduate School of Jewish Education and Administration
in 1993. That same year, he was ordained at the Rabbi Isaac Elchanan
Theological Seminary (RIETS). After Rabbi Hirsch was granted semikhah
(rabbinic ordination) from RIETS, he was named a fellow of the Gruss Kollel
Elyon. Rabbi Hirsch has taught Talmud, halakhah (Jewish law) and Jewish
Thought in the Stone Beit Midrash Program at YU and was appointed Rosh
Yeshiva on June 7 2000. A native of Peoria, lllinois, he is married to Miriam
Hirsch. The couple has three children, Esther, Rochel, and Rivka.

Sunday, July 12
9:30 am
following 8:30am
Shacharit

Sponsorships available at
$180,$360 & $500

516.481.6100
miwersky@gns.org

Join onZoom
1D:982751913 11
PW: 4876100

Vizat,
I

26 Old Mill Road
Great Neck, NY 11023




SCOPE DEADLINE

Great Neck Synagogue Magazine

SCOPE

Rosh Hashana SCOPE Deadline - Monday, July 13

Please submit all SCOPE articles, recipes, photos, ads, sponsorships,
and any other material. We thank our SCOPE sponsors for their strong
support this past year by sponsoring 3 issues for a total of $100 for
the year. If you would like to continue sponsoring SCOPE, there is no
need to contact the shul. If you'd like to remove your sponsorship,
please contact Mark Twersky.

You can beocme a sponsor and dedicate the sponsorship
in honor of or in memory of a loved one.

We would like to highlight any of our members who are medical
professionals, first responders or essential workers who have been
instrumental in the Covid-19 pandemic. We ask you to submit a photo
and short article about these individuals that the shul can recognize.
You may also nominate someone for this feature as well.

Please submit all SCOPE material to Diane Rein - drein@verizon.net
Please submit all sponsorships to Mark Twersky - mtwersky@gns.org

Thank you so much!




GNS YOUTH MINYAN

GNS YOUTH
SHABBAT MINYAN



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScTlPWDj8yLECIcF99dfJIzMU2D1ogQQxeTSgpQpONIoBuiDQ/viewform

| MOTHER-DAUGHTER BAKING |
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GNS YOUTH PRESENTS
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Mother-Daughter
Baking with
Morah Zehaval
oI
Thursday nights @ 7:00
Grades 1-5

*Ingredients needed
will be posted on GNS Parent
whatsapp chat on Mondays.



https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3281074331

BLOOD DRIVE

GNS Men’s Club Blood Drive

Tuesday, July 14 from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Mender Auditorium (Gym) at Great Neck Synagogue
(Not the usual Braun Youth Center location)
Enter only through the Old Mill Road entrance closest to the Mender
Auditorium.

The COVID-19 pandemic caused unprecedented challenges to U.S. & local blood supply.
Donor centers are experiencing a dramatic reduction in donations due to social distancing
& blood drives cancellations.

Maintaining adequate blood supply is vital. Blood donors help patients of all ages -
accident & burn victims, heart surgery & organ transplant patients, those battling cancer &
other life-threatening conditions. Every two seconds, someone in the U.S. needs blood.
Please do what you can to help.

Quick & easy donation handled by NY Blood Center skilled technicians who are trained to
implement safety measures, including social distancing & hygiene.

Masks must be worn at all times

Temperature & other medical checks will be taken upon arrival

You should not attend if you are experiencing any symptoms of COVID-19, have been exposed to any
person experiencing symptoms, or have traveled in the last 14 days to any of the 16 states designated by
New York as requiring quarantine upon arrival. We can only take blood donations (not donations of
COVID-19 convalescent plasma).

Reserving appointments is strongly preferred, but we will accommodate walk-ins.
Please bring a valid ID (such as a driver’s license) & your donor card if you have one.

Ages 17+ can donate (or 16 with completion of the parental consent form)
Eligibility requirements and full COVID-19 safety protocols are available at nybc.org

To book an appointment, please visit: nybc.org
Click “Donate Blood” then “Schedule Appointment” then look up Great Neck Synagogue by ZIP “11023”

Or you may book by email at reind@sullcrom.com




| SUMMER SERIES - SANDRA RAPOPORT

SALLY & SEYMOUR OLSHIN
ADULT EDUCATION PROGRAM

GNS SUMMER 2020
LEARNING PROGRAM

Guest Speaker:

SANDRA E. RAPOPORT

“Warrior-Women of the Book of Judges:
Devorah & Yael”

This year’s lecture, which will be held via Zoom, is an exciting textual and midrashic
analysis of the two heroines of the Book of Judges. One woman is a public figure, a
prophet and judge in Israel, a military strategist, a general, and a poet. The other
woman is a private figure, an unknown, lone woman, a non-Israelite. Both women’s
lives intersect at one strategic moment to save Israel. Join us for an exploration of
their thrilling story by noted author and teacher, Sandra E. Rapoport.

Sandra E. Rapoport is an attorney, award winning author of four books, Resident
Scholar at Harvard, and an inspiring speaker on Biblical topics. Her book “Biblical
Seductions” won the National Jewish Book Awards Finalist Prize and her latest book, “The
Queen and the Spymaster”, is a historical novel based on the story of Esther. Inspired by
midrash, it hews to the ancient text while imagining the suspenseful, gripping, and
ultimately triumphant backstory of the unlikely heroes of ancient Persia. You can read
Sandra’s columns on the weekly Torah portion in New York’s The Jewish Week.

Tuesday evening,
July 21at 7:00pm

Snonsorships available at
$180,$360 & $500

916.481.6100
mtwersky@gns.org

Join on Zoom
1D: 950 351439 36
PW: 4876100

2
p

26 Old Mill Road
Great Neck, NY 11023




GeNS CONNECT

GJ\IS Connect

Help.connect generations 'GoNS" of‘ our commum’rg'

Have your family join and get set up with an oldr individual or couple
from our'shul. Some ideas of how fo connéct are: write etter, play o

musical instrument, call them on Erev Shabbos. .

Get the whole familg involved!!

To find out more and to sign up please email GNSYOUTHDEPT@gmail.com




