
 Parshat Korach June 27, 2020  5 Tammuz, 5780 

Mazal Tov to Doreen & Charlie Hadid on the Bat Mitzvah 

of their daughter Chloe.   

Mazal Tov to Lillian & Gary Chubak on the marriage of 

their daughter Jennifer to Etan Slomovic.  

The Great Neck Synagogue building is closed due the             

covid-19 pandemic. To contact the clergy or office staff, 

please do so using the following information.  

Rabbi Polakoff: dpolakoff@gns.org/516.637.3674 

Rabbi Lichter: ilichter@gns.org/516.859.5123 

Chazzan Spinner: yspinner@gns.org/732.991.6606 

Mark Twersky: mtwersky@gns.org/516.527.9076 

Jim Frisch: jfrisch@gns.org/516.840.5202 

Shacharit M-F 7:45 am/Sunday 8:30 am                                         

Mincha/Maariv this week 8:15 pm 

Sunday 

9:00 am: Midrash w/ Rabbi Dale Polakoff 

Monday 

9:00 am: Scholars Kollel 

Tuesday 

9:00 am: Scholars Kollel                                                               

7:30 pm: Parsha Insights w/ Rabbi Ian Lichter                                   

8:00 pm: Mishnayot L’ilui Nishmat w/ Rabbi Dale Polakoff 

Wednesday 

9:00 am: Scholars Kollel 

1:00 pm: Chaverim Wellness Center 

8:00 pm: Mishnayot L’ilui Nishmat w/ Rabbi Dale Polakoff 

9:00 pm: WNL w/ Rabbi Ian Lichter 

Thursday 

9:00 am: Scholars Kollel                                                              

9:15 am: Women’s Chumash w/ Rabbi Dale Polakoff                                                       

8:00 pm: Mishnayot L’ilui Nishmat w/ Rabbi Dale Polakoff        

Friday 

6:00 pm: Kabbalat Shabbat w/ Chazzan Yitzy Spinner                           

8:12 pm: Candle Lighting 

Saturday night 

9:20 pm: Shabbat Ends                                                                

15 min. after Shabbat: Havdalah w/Chazzan Yitzy Spinner 

Zoom Links are included in GNS Daily Emails 

MAZAL TOVS  

VIRTUAL CLASS/EVENT SCHEDULE 

SHALOM TASK FORCE                                                                      

The Shalom Task Force hotline is 888-883-2323, and is available 

to help anyone who is feeling fearful of physical or emotional 

harm or abuse. It is free and completely confidential.  

SHAARE ZEDEK 

Please join Team Shaare Zedek as a runner in the TCS NYC     

Marathon for Shaare Zedek Medical Center to support all the 

Covid efforts and the Emergency Room expansion on Sunday, 

Nov. 1st, 2020. For further info please contact Sharon Goldwyn 

sgoldwyn@acsz.org or 917-287-7334. 

COMMUNITY EVENTS 

Judy Lillien would like to thank Rabbi & Ellen Polakoff, 

Rabbi & Katie Lichter, Sharon Goldwyn and the entire  

community for their outpouring of support following the 

passing of her beloved mother, Ellen Lebovitz z”l.  

Monday, 30 Sivan 

Albert Benak for Jacob Benak 

Stephen Rabinowitz for Abraham Getreu 

Richard Reiser for Freida Reiser 

Tuesday, 1 Tammuz 

Adina Abraham for David ben Nissan Priov 

Sonia Weiss for Haim Klein 

George Zobel for Alex Zobel 

Wednesday, 2 Tammuz 

Jacques Aboaf for Albert Aboaf 

Lev Dynkin for Zalman Dynkin 

Halina Greenwald for Psachje Salpeter 

Ebrahim Gabbaizadeh for Jack Shaw 

Thursday, 3 Tammuz 

Victor Ancelson for Strul Ancelson 

Henry Katz for Fred Katz 

Jack Lipsky for Jacob Lipsky 

Sharon Janovic for Valerie Meltz 

Edmond Ohebshalom for Joseph Ohebshalom 

Fred Shaw for Bernard Shaw 

Mitch Siegel for Isadore Siegel 

Rabbi Shimon Wolf for Hinda Wolf 

Friday, 4 Tammuz 

James Frisch for Laszlo Frisch 

Amy Goldberg Reiss for Jack Goldberg 

Ellie Werber for Michael Preiss 

Joseph Sokol for David Warren 

Debbie Hollander for Joseph Warren 

Saturday, 5 Tammuz 

Helen Ishofsky for Ethel Herskovits 

Ed Parver for Sylvia Parver 

Yaffa Gabbaizadeh for Eliazer Sadigh 

Sunday, 6 Tammuz 

Rona Mittleman for Rhoda Haber 

Moosa Soleimani for Kovkab Kahen 

Naeema Pomerantz for Kovkab Kahen 

Leslie Kahn for Benny Kahn 

Lili Sedaghatpour for Monavar Mirakhor 

Joseph Rosenthal for Blanche Rosenthal 

Robert Spitalnick for Irving Spitalnick 

THIS WEEK’S YAHRTZEITS 

GNS BIKUR CHOLIM COMMITTEE   

If you would like to volunteer to join the GNS Bikur Cholim  

Committee to do outreach to our ill/elderly shul members, or if 

you know someone that could benefit from this type of            

outreach, please contact Diane Rein at drein@verizon.net to 

participate in this meaningful chesed opportunity. Thank you! 

CONDOLENCES - THANK YOU 

mailto:sgoldwyn@acsz.org
mailto:drein@verizon.net


 The Korach rebellion was not just the worst of the revolts from the wilderness 

years. It was also different in kind because it was a direct assault on Moses and 

Aaron. Korach and his fellow rebels in essence accused Moses of nepotism, of 

failure, and above all of being a fraud – of attributing to God decisions and laws 

that Moses had devised himself for his own ends. So grave was the attack that it 

became, for the Sages, a paradigm of the worst kind of disagreement: Which is 

an argument for the sake of Heaven? The argument between Hillel and            

Shammai. Which is an argument not for the sake of Heaven? The argument of 

Korach and his company. (Mishnah Avot 5:17) Menahem Meiri (Catalonia, 1249

–1306) explains this teaching in the following terms: The argument between 

Hillel and Shammai: In their debates, one of them would render a decision and 

the other would argue against it, out of a desire to discover the truth, not out of 

cantankerousness or a wish to prevail over his fellow. An argument not for the 

sake of Heaven was that of Korach and his company, for they came to                       

undermine Moses, our master, may he rest in peace, and his position, out of 

envy and contentiousness and ambition for victory. 

The Sages were drawing a fundamental distinction between two kinds of          

conflict: argument for the sake of truth and argument for the sake of victory. The 

passage must be read this way, because of the glaring discrepancy between 

what the rebels said and what they sought. What they said was that the people 

did not need leaders. They were all holy. They had all heard the word of God. 

There should be no distinction of rank, no hierarchy of holiness, within Israel. 

“Why then do you set yourselves above the Lord’s assembly?” (Num. 16:3). Yet 

from Moses’ reply, it is clear that he had heard something altogether different            

behind their words: Moses also said to Korach, “Now listen, you Levites! Is it not 

enough for you that the God of Israel has separated you from the rest of the 

Israelite community and brought you near Himself to do the work at the Lord’s 

Tabernacle and to stand before the community and minister to them? He has 

brought you and all your fellow Levites near Himself, but now you are trying to 

get the Priesthood too.” (Num. 16:8–10) It was not that they wanted a                  

community without leaders. It is, rather, that they  wanted to be the leaders. The 

rebels’ rhetoric had nothing to do with the pursuit of truth and everything to do 

with the pursuit of honor, status, and (as they saw it) power. They wanted not to 

learn but to win. They sought not verity but victory. We can trace the impact of 

this in terms of the sequence of events that followed. First, Moses proposed a 

simple test. Let the rebels bring an offering of incense the next day and God 

would show whether He accepted or rejected their offering. This is a rational 

response. Since what was at issue was what God wanted, let God decide. It was 

a controlled experiment, an empirical test. God would let the people know, in an 

unambiguous way, who was right. It would establish, once and for all, the truth. 

But Moses did not stop there, as he would have done if truth were the only 

issue involved. As we saw in the quote above, Moses tried to argue Korach out 

of his dissent, not by addressing his argument but by speaking to the                   

resentment that lay behind it. He told him that he had been given a position of 

honor. He may not have been a Priest but he was a Levite, and the Levites had 

special sacred status not shared by the other tribes. He was telling him to be 

satisfied with the honor he had and not let his ambition overreach itself. He 

then turned to Datan and Aviram, the Reubenites. Given the chance, he would 

have said something different to them since the source of their discontent was 

different from that of Korach. But they refused to meet with him altogether – 

another sign that they were not interested in the truth. They had rebelled out of 

a profound sense of slight that the tribe of Reuben, Jacob’s firstborn son, 

seemed to have been left out altogether from the allocation of honors. 

At this point, the confrontation became yet more intense. For the one and only 

time in his life, Moses staked his leadership on the occurrence of a miracle: Then 

Moses said, “By this you shall know that it was the Lord who sent me to do all 

these things, that they were not of my own devising: If these men die a natural 

death and suffer the fate of all mankind, then the Lord has not sent me. But if 

the Lord brings about something totally new, and the earth opens its mouth 

and swallows them, with everything that belongs to them, and they go down 

alive into the grave, then you will know that these men have treated the Lord 

with contempt.” (Num. 16:28–30) No sooner had he finished speaking than “the 

ground under them split apart and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed 

them” (Num. 16:32). The rebels “went down alive into the grave” (16:33). One 

cannot imagine a more dramatic vindication. God had shown, beyond possibility 

of doubt, that Moses was right and the rebels wrong. Yet this did not end the 

argument. That is what is extraordinary. Far from being apologetic and              

repentant, the people returned the next morning still complaining - this time,  

not about who should lead whom but about the way Moses had chosen to end 

the dispute: “The next day the whole Israelite community grumbled against Moses 

and Aaron. ‘You have killed the Lord’s people,’ they said” (17:6). You may be 

right, they implied, and Korach may have been wrong. But is this a way to win an 

argument? To cause your opponents to be swallowed up alive? This time, God 

suggested an entirely different way of resolving the dispute. He told Moses to 

have each of the tribes take a staff and write their name on it and place them in 

the Tent of Meeting. On the staff of the tribe of Levi, he should write the name of 

Aaron. One of the staffs would sprout, and that would signal whom God had 

chosen. The tribes did so, and the next morning they returned to find that Aaron’s 

staff had budded, blossomed, and produced almonds. That, finally, ended the 

argument (Num. 17:16–24). What resolved the dispute, in other words, was not a 

show of power but something altogether different. We cannot be sure, because 

the text does not spell this out, but the fact that Aaron’s rod produced almond 

blossoms seems to have had rich symbolism. In the Near East, the almond is the 

first tree to blossom, its white flowers signaling the end of winter and the               

emergence of new life. In his first prophetic vision, Jeremiah saw a branch of an 

almond tree (shaked) and was told by God that this was a sign that He, God, was 

“watching” (shoked) to see that His word was fulfilled (Jer. 1:11–12). The almond 

flowers recalled the gold flowers on the Menorah (Ex. 25:31; 37:17), lit daily by 

Aaron in the Sanctuary. The Hebrew word tzitz, used here to mean “blossom,” 

recalls the tzitz, the “frontlet” of pure gold worn as part of Aaron’s headdress, on 

which were inscribed the words “Holy to the Lord” (Ex. 28:36). The sprouting 

almond branch was therefore more than a sign. It was a multifaceted symbol of 

life, light, holiness, and the watchful presence of God. One could almost say that 

the almond branch symbolized the priestly will to life as against the rebels’ will to 

power. The Priest does not rule the people; he blesses them. He is the conduit 

through which God’s life-giving energies flow. He connects the nation to the 

Divine Presence. Moses answered Korach in Korach’s terms, by a show of force. 

God answered in a quite different way, showing that leadership is not self-

assertion but self-effacement. 

What the entire episode shows is the destructive nature of argument not for the 

sake of Heaven – that is, argument for the sake of victory. In such a conflict, what 

is at stake is not truth but power, and the result is that both sides suffer. If you 

win, I lose. But if I win, I also lose, because in diminishing you, I diminish myself. 

Even a Moses is brought low, laying himself open to the charge that “you have 

killed the Lord’s people.” Argument for the sake of power is a lose-lose scenario. 

The opposite is the case when the argument is for the sake of truth. If I win, I win. 

But if I lose, I also win – because being defeated by the truth is the only form of 

defeat that is also a victory. In a famous passage, the Talmud explains why Jewish 

law tend to follow the view of the School of Hillel rather than their opponents, the 

School of  Shammai: [The law is in accord with the School of Hillel] because they 

were kindly and modest, because they studied not only their own rulings but also 

those of the School of Shammai, and because they taught the words of the School 

of Shammai before their own. (Eiruvin 13b) They sought truth, not victory. That is 

why they listened to the views of their opponents, and indeed taught them before 

they taught their own traditions. In the eloquent words of a contemporary               

scientist, Timothy Ferris: All who genuinely seek to learn, whether atheist or       

believer, scientist or mystic, are united in having not a faith, but faith itself. Its 

token is reverence, its habit to respect the eloquence of silence. For God’s hand 

may be a human hand, if you reach out in loving kindness, and God’s voice your 

voice, if you but speak the truth. 

Judaism has sometimes been called a “culture of argument.” It is the only religious 

literature known to me whose key texts – the Hebrew Bible, Midrash, Mishnah, 

Talmud, the codes of Jewish law, and the compendia of biblical interpretation – 

are anthologies of arguments. That is the glory of Judaism. The Divine Presence is 

to be found not in this voice as against that, but in the totality of the                              

conversation. In an argument for the sake of truth, both sides win, for each is 

willing to listen to the views of its opponents, and is thereby enlarged. In               

argument as the collaborative pursuit of truth, the participants use reason, logic, 

shared texts, and shared reverence for texts. They do not use ad hominem           

arguments, abuse, contempt, or disingenuous appeals to emotion. Each is willing, 

if refuted, to say, “I was wrong.” There is no triumphalism in victory, no anger or 

anguish in defeat. The story of Korach remains the classic example of how        

argument can be dishonored. The Schools of Hillel and Shammai remind us that 

there is another way. “Argument for the sake of Heaven” is one of Judaism’s 

noblest ideals – conflict resolution by honoring both sides and employing humility 

in the pursuit of truth. 

RABBI JONATHAN SACKS ON THE PARSHA 



 
 

GRADUATION & SIMCHA LISTING 

Mazal Tov to Catie Aharon on her graduation from NSHA Middle School and to Nili Aharon on her graduation from 

NSHA Lower School. 

Mazal Tov to Daniela Benzaquen on her graduation from Binghamton University. 

Mazal Tov to Hannah Hamerman on being named Valedictorian of YUHSG-Central's Class of 2020 and on her                       

acceptance to Columbia and to Moshe Hamerman on his graduation from NSHA Middle School. 

Mazal Tov to Chloe Heisler on her graduation from NSHA Lower School.        

Mazal Tov to Hannah Feldschreiber on her graduation from NSHA Middle School. 

Mazal Tov to Jonathan Katz on his graduation from NSHA High School. 

Mazal Tov to James Knepper on his receiving an MBA from Yeshiva University Sy Syms School of Business.  

Mazal Tov to Daniel Kroll on his graduation from NSHA High School. 

Mazal Tov to Noah Kron on his graduation from GN North High School class of 2020 and to Ryan Kron on his                            

graduation from NSHA Lower School. 

Mazal Tov to Gavi Lichter on his graduation from NSHA Lower School and to Zechariah Lichter on his graduation 

from NSHA Middle School.  

Mazal Tov to Sam Liebmann on his graduation from Duke University School of Law, Magna Cum Laud. 

Mazal Tov Scott Mayer on his graduation from North Shore Hebrew Academy High School and his receiving both the                              

Outstanding Service Award to School and Community and the Chana Grosser Tov V'Yashar Award.  Scott will be                    

attending Yeshivat Lev HaTorah next year and Binghamton University in Fall 2021. 

Mazal Tov to Bonnie Mendelson on her graduation from University of Pennsylvania with a BA and MS and to                        

Russell Mendelson on his graduation from Cornell University with a JD and MBA. 

Mazal Tov to Chloe Mittleman on her graduation from NSHA Middle School and to Mikey Mittleman on his                        

graduation from NSHA Lower School.  

Mazal Tov to our grandson, Shmuel Mordechai Mitzner, son of Lyle and Bat Sheva, of Newton, Mass., upon his                   

graduation from Mesivta Yesodei Yeshurun, Kew Garden Hills, New York. 

Mazal Tov to Aviva Ort on her graduation from NSHAHS and to Benny Ort on his Bar Mitzvah. 

Mazal Tov to Polina Pittell on her graduation with honors from NYU Gallatin.  

Janet and Fred Pomerantz and family celebrate Dr. Ilana Lynn Pomerantz, who received her Doctorate in               

Clinical Psychology from Yeshiva University, Ferkauf Graduate School of Clinical Psychology. 

Mazal Tov to Ruben Prawer on being selected as an NSHAHS valedictorian and to the entire Class of 2020!                             

Love, Louisa and Alan Prawer. 

Mazal Tov to Jenny Rabinowitz on her graduation from HAFTR High School.  

Mazal Tov to David and Diane Rein on the graduation of their son, Alexander, from NYU Stern School of Business 

with a B.S. degree in Business and Political Economy and wishing him good luck in his new position as an Analyst in 

the Investment Banking Department of Miller Buckfire.  

Mazal Tov to Jordan Rosman on his graduation from NYU School of Law. 

Mazal Tov to Benjamin Sassoon on his graduation from Kindergarten at NSHA. 

Mazal Tov to Joshua Shatzkes, MD who graduated with a Master of Science in Healthcare Delivery Leadership from 

the Mount Sinai School of Medicine and to Simone Shatzkes on her graduation from NSHA Middle School. 

Mazal Tov to Gavi Spinner on his graduation from NSHA Middle School and to Orly Spinner on her graduation from 

NSHA  Lower School.  

Mazal Tov to Amanda (Berman) Spiro on her graduation from Cardozo School of Law with a JD. 

Mazal Tov to Maxwell Stein on his graduation from YCQ , 8th grade. 

Mazal Tov to Donny Steinberg on his graduation from Columbia University's School of Engineering from 

the Steinberg, Ginsburg and Shalmon family. 

Mazal Tov to Isaac Twersky on his graduation from Kindergarten from Yavneh Academy and to Zalman Twersky on 

his graduation from Yeshiva of South Shore and attending Yeshiva of Far Rockaway HS.  

Mazal Tov to Mordy Weisel on his graduation from Baker Hill Elementary. Good luck next year at North Middle…                  

love Nate Weisel and Family. 

Mazal Tov to Rivka & Jordan Wolf on the graduation of their daughter Carolyn from NSHA Kindergarten. 

Mazal Tov to Leah Yehaskel on her graduation from YHT elementary school. 

Mazal Tov to Danielle Zalta on her graduation with a Masters of Science in Accounting and to Maurice Zalta on his 

graduation from North Middle School and receiving the Outstanding Artist award. 

Mazal Tov to Jason Zucker on his graduation from SAR High School. 



 
 

SISTERHOOD SUMMER HEALTH 



 
 

 

GENEALOGY NIGHT 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6324688544


COMEDY & DINNER NIGHT 

 
 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6324688544


 
 

 

SCOPE DEADLINE 



PARSHA SWEET OF THE WEEK 

 
 

 



 

MOTHER-DAUGHTER BAKING 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3281074331


 

GeNS CONNECT 


