0 Shabbat Announcemen

Parshat Ha azinu

September 26, 2020 8 Tishrei, 5781

To contact the clergy or office staff, please do so using the
following information.

Rabbi Polakoff: dpolakoff@gns.org/516.637.3674
Rabbi Lichter: ilichter@gns.org/516.859.5123
Chazzan Spinner: yspinner@gns.org/732.991.6606
Mark Twersky: mtwersky@gns.org/516.527.9076
Jim Frisch: jfrisch@gns.org/516.840.5202

MAZAL TOVS & COMMUNITY NEWS

Mazal Tov to Lynn & Abraham Glasman on the Bar
Mitzvah of their son Jonah.

CLASS/EVENT SCHEDULE

Mon. - Thurs. - Sept. 21 - 24
9:00 am: Kollel Scholars’ Class

Mon. Sept. 21 - Tzom Gedaliah

Fast Begins: 5:20 am; Fast Ends: 7:27 pm
Selichot: 7:05 am; Shacharit: 7:45 am
Mincha: 6:30 pm

Tue. Sept. 22 - Fri. Sept. 25 - Aseret Yimei Teshuvah
Selichot: 7:05 am; Shacharit: 7:45 am

Mincha: 6:30 am
Friday Candle Lighting: 6:28 pm; Mincha: 6:30 pm

Thurs. Sept. 24

7:30 pm: Zoom Yizkor for those who cannot be in shul on
Yom Kippur followed by Rabbi Polakoff’s Shabbat Shuvah
Drasha

Shabbat Sept. 26th - Shabbat Shuvah
Shacharit: 9:00/9:15 am

Mincha: 6:15 pm

Shabbat Ends: 7:34 pm

Sun. Sept. 27th — Erev Yom Kippur
Selichot: 8:15 am; Shacharit: 8:30 am

Mincha: 3:00/4:00 pm
Kol Nidrei: 6:20 pm
Candle Lighting: 6:24 pm
Fast Begins: 6:42 pm

GNS YOM KIPPUR APPEAL

The Yom Kippur Appeal is the shul’s largest and most
important fundraiser - and 100% membership participation
is critical — especially this year. Please respond generously
to the appeal to show your strong support. Thank you!

THANK YOU

Thank you to the Sisterhood for their Rosh Hashana
packages, with a special note of gratitude to Sari & Stuart
Braunstein for the hand sanitizers.

CHANUKAH SCOPE DEADLINE AND SPONSORSHIP
Please submit all SCOPE magazine articles, recipes, photos,
ads, sponsorships and any other material by Monday,
October 19th to Diane Rein at drein@verizon.net. Please
share photos and captions of GNS smachot (weddings, bar/
bat mitzvahs, bris, etc.) that took place during COVID-19
so we can make a collage for the Chanukah issue. Thank
you very much to our SCOPE sponsors for their strong
support by sponsoring 3 issues for a total cost of $100 for
the year. We strongly encourage others who are not
currently SCOPE sponsors to have their names added. You
can dedicate the sponsorship in honor or in memory of a
loved one. Thank you!

CONDOLENCES THANK YOU

Rabibi Dale & Ellen Polakoff weuld lifke to thank the entite
community for their cutpeuring of suppoxt fellowing the
passing of his beloved mather, (line Rosenzweig 2”C.

Monday, 3 Tishrei
Leon Fuks for Sarah Fuks
Hillel Milun for Lynne Milun
Charlene Milun for Lynne Milun
Hadassah Wachstock for Lazar Wachstock
Tuesday, 4 Tishrei
Elizabeth Lieberman for Sarah Fox
Sharon Goldwyn for Jennie Goldwyn
Jerrald Weinstein for Raoul Kloogman
Milton Mitzner for Sam Mitzner
Howard Wolf for Herman Wolf
Wednesday, 5 Tishrei
Emma Laskin for Paul Laskin
Thursday, 6 Tishrei
Martin Hoffman for Ruth Hoffman
Klara Brand for Hajnal Sabov
Karen Wolff for Nelson Tessler
Friday, 7 Tishrei
Pearl Ginsburg for Lena Ginsburg
Edith Lubin for Henry Goldberg
Rivka Rosenberg for Noga Zaharon
Saturday, 8 Tishrei
Leon Miller for Ethel Siegel
Sunday, 9 Tishrei
Carl Rosenberg for Walter Muller
Philip Hanfling for Fannie Schneider
Monday, 10 Tishrei
Hava Freeman for Meir Bont
Liliane Benrimon for Leon Castiel
Myles Mittleman for Harry Tischler
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RABBI JONATHAN SACKS ON THE PARSHA

In the glorious song with which Moses addresses the
congregation, he invites the people to think of the Torah -
their covenant with God - as if it were like the rain that waters
the ground so that it brings forth its produce: Let my teaching
drop as rain, My words descend like dew, Like showers on new
grass, Like abundant rain on tender plants. (Deut. 32:2) God's
word is like rain in a dry land. It brings life. It makes things
grow. There is much we can do of our own accord: we can
plough the earth and plant the seeds. But in the end our
success depends on something beyond our control. If no rain
falls, there will be no harvest, whatever preparations we
make.

So it is with Israel. It must never be tempted into the hubris
of saying: "My power and the strength of my hands have
produced this wealth for me” (Deut. 8:17). The Sages,
however, sensed something more in the analogy. This is how
Sifrei (a compendium of commentaries on Numbers and
Deuteronomy dating back to the Mishnaic period) puts it: Let
my teaching drop as rain: Just as the rain is one thing, yet it
falls on trees, enabling each to produce tasty fruit according to
the kind of tree it is — the vine in its way, the olive tree in its
way, and the date palm in its way - so the Torah is one, yet
its words yield Scripture, Mishnah, laws, and lore. Like
showers on new grass: Just as showers fall upon plants and
make them grow, some green, some red, some black, some
white, so the words of Torah produce teachers, worthy
individuals, Sages, the righteous, and the pious.

There is only one Torah, yet it has multiple effects. It gives
rise to different kinds of teaching, different sorts of virtue.
Torah is sometimes seen by its critics as overly prescriptive,
as if it sought to make everyone the same. The Midrash
argues otherwise. The Torah is compared to rain precisely to
emphasize that its most important effect is to make each of us
grow into what we could become. We are not all the same, nor
does Torah seek uniformity. As a famous Mishnah puts it:
“When a human being makes many coins from the same mint,
they are all the same. God makes everyone in the same image
- His image - yet none is the same as another” (Mishnah
Sanhedrin 4:5).

This emphasis on difference is a recurring theme in Judaism.
For example, when Moses asks God to appoint his successor,
he uses an unusual phrase: “May the Lord, God of the spirits
of all humankind, appoint a man over the community” (Num.
27:16). On this, Rashi comments: Why is this expression
(“God of the spirits of all humankind”) used? [Moses] said to
Him: Lord of the universe, You know each person’s character,
and that no two people are alike. Therefore, appoint a leader
for them who will bear with each person according to his or
her disposition.

One of the fundamental requirements of a leader in Judaism is
that he or she is able to respect the differences between
human beings. This is a point emphasized by Maimonides in
Guide for the Perplexed: Man is, as you know, the highest
form in creation, and he therefore includes the largest nhumber
of constituent elements. This is why the human race contains
so great a variety of individuals that we cannot discover two
persons exactly alike in any moral quality or in external
appearance.... This great variety and the necessity of social life
are essential elements in man’s nature. But the well-being of
society demands that there should be a leader able to regulate
the actions of man. He must complete every shortcoming,
remove every excess, and prescribe for the conduct of all, so
that the natural variety should be counterbalanced by the
uniformity of legislation, so that social order be well
established.

The political problem as Maimonides sees it is how to regulate
the affairs of human beings in such a way as to respect their
individuality while not creating chaos. A similar point emerges
from a surprising rabbinic teaching: “"Our Rabbis taught: If one
sees a crowd of Israelites, one says: Blessed Be He who
discerns secrets — because the mind of each is different from
that of another, just as the face of each is different from
another” (Brachot 58a). We would have expected a blessing
over a crowd to emphasize its size, its mass: human beings in
their collectivity. A crowd is a group large enough for the
individuality of the faces to be lost. Yet the blessing stresses the
opposite — that each member of a crowd is still an individual
with distinctive thoughts, hopes, fears, and aspirations.

The same was true for the relationship between the Sages. A
Mishnah states: When R. Meir died, the composers of fables
ceased. When Ben Azzai died, assiduous students ceased. When
Ben Zoma died, the expositors ceased. When R. Akiva died, the
glory of the Torah ceased. When R. Chanina died, men of deed
ceased. When R. Yose Ketanta died, the pious men ceased.
When R. Yochanan b. Zakai died, the lustre of wisdom ceased...
When Rabbi died, humility and the fear of sin ceased. (Mishnah
Sotah 9:15)

There was no single template of the Sage. Each had his own
distinctive merits, his unique contribution to the collective
heritage. In this respect, the Sages were merely continuing the
tradition of the Torah itself. There is no single role model of the
religious hero or heroine in Tanach. The patriarchs and
matriarchs each had their own unmistakable character. Moses,
Aaron, and Miriam each emerge as different personality types.
Kings, Priests, and Prophets had different roles to play in
Israelite society. Even among the Prophets, "No two prophesy in
the same style,” said the Sages (Sanhedrin 89a). Elijah was
zealous, Elisha gentle. Hosea speaks of love, Amos speaks of
justice. Isaiah’s visions are simpler and less opaque than those
of Ezekiel.

The same applies to even to the revelation at Sinai itself. Each
individual heard, in the same words, a different inflection: The
voice of the Lord is with power ((Ps. 29:4): that is, according to
the power of each individual, the young, the old, and the very
small ones, each according to their power [of understanding].
God said to Israel, “"Do not believe that there are many gods in
heaven because you heard many voices. Know that I alone am
the Lord your God.”

According to Maharsha, there are 600,000 interpretations of
Torah. Each individual is theoretically capable of a unique
insight into its meaning. The French philosopher Emmanuel
Levinas commented: The Revelation has a particular way of
producing meaning, which lies in its calling upon the unique
within me. It is as if a multiplicity of persons...were the
condition for the plenitude of “absolute truth,” as if each person,
by virtue of his own uniqueness, were able to guarantee the
revelation of one unique aspect of the truth, so that some of its
facets would never have been revealed if certain people had
been absent from mankind.

Judaism, in short, emphasizes the other side of the maxim E
pluribus unum (“Out of the many, one”). It says: “Out of the
One, many.” The miracle of creation is that unity in heaven
produces diversity on earth. Torah is the rain that feeds this
diversity, allowing each of us to become what only we can be.




GNS KOL NIDREI FOOD DRIVE

He is coordinating with the GNS Hunger Initiative to organize this year's Kol Nidrei Food Drive.
This year's drive will be different than past drives as we are asking you to donate
non-perishable food items and deliver them to his home, 2 Pond View Rd.

Bags can be left at the front door on non-rainy days (Mon-Fri) during the month of September.
Jonah will then deliver the food items to local pantries in deperate need of help.

Please join him in doing a mitzvah to help those who are less fortunate.

If you prefer, donations can be made by making a check out to Great Neck Synagogue with
Kol Nidrei Food Drive in the memo line. Funds will be passed along to the food pantries.

DONATE THE OR

WHOLE MONTH MAKE CHECK OUT TO GNS
OF SEPTEMBER | KOL NIDREI FOOD DRIVE

2 Pond View Rd




SHABBAT SHUVAH DRASHA

Great Neck Synagogue
Yomim Noraim 5781
Webinar Series

JOIN US FOR INSPIRING LIVE LECTURES
IN PREPARATION FORTHE
HIGH HOLIDAY SEASON

Thurs, Sept. 24th at 7:30 pm

For those unable to be in shul this Yom Kippur,
we will have a zoom Yizkor to be followed by

Rabbi Polakoff's
Shabbat Shuvah Drasha

LECTURE ONGNS ZOOM ID: 950 351 459 36




KIDDUSH SPONSORSHIP

We misSsS 'NTRODU‘“NG...

Kiddush | Great Neck Synagogue

KIDDUSH
o | KITS

$260 & Up (! QN 3\13

Option #1:
: Sponsor selected food items prepared
OpJ(EIO‘n e for members to take home after shul
KiddusSh

Shiur Option # 2:
" Sponsor chulent, frvit & more...
$260 & 8ol  for an outside and shady socially
distant kiddush shivr after davening

SponSor Shabbat Kiddush by contacting

Mark TwerSky at mtwersky@gnS.org




| LULAV & ETROG |

GNS LULAVIM and ETROGIM 2020

CHANGE FOR THIS YEAR:
Rabbis Polakoff and Lichter will package your
sets for you based on your order.

We are providing ONLY ONE option for
Lulav and Etrog this year.

There is no selection process this year -
just pick up & go!

PRICE.:
Premier quality $95 (price includes aravot &
hadasim)

ORDER BY:
Wednesday, September 30th, by 3:00 pm

Two ways to order:
1) Online at
https://www.gns.org/events/etrog-luluv-2020/

2) Email mtwersky@gns.org
All orders must be paid in advance to expedite pick-up.
Please make checks payable to Great Neck Synagogue.

PICK-UP:
Thursday, October 1st, 2020
6:00 - 8:00 PM



https://www.gns.org/events/etrog-luluv-2020/
mailto:mtwersky@gns.org

| BIKUR CHOLIM |

GNS BIKUR CHOLIM THANKS YOU VERY MUCH!

Thank you very much for the overwhelming generous support of the following
sponsors and volunteers who helped make the Bikur Cholim Rosh Hashanah flower
delivery a huge success! We delivered flowers to 35 ill/elderly members of our shul

to lift their spirits before the holidays.
Thank you to GNS Sisterhood (Vivian Kron and Judy Lillien) for their strong support
and to Meorot (Jessica Smooha and Ruthie Goykadosh) for the beautiful orchids!

Flower Sponsors (ABC order):
Anonymous (1); Sharon and Moti Ahdut
Liora Ben-Sorek
Robyn and Steven Blumner
Debbie and Hal Chadow
Meryl and Mark Friedman
Sharon Goldwyn
Erica and Eliot Heisler
Helaine Helmreich
Alisa and Michael Hoenig
Lisa and Erran Kagan
Dahlia and Mervin Klein
Sydelle and Robert Knepper
Ilana and Jonathan Kroll in memory of Stefa Hasson z”l
Judy and Richard Lillien
Cindy and Glenn Ludwig
Tina Machnikoff
Annie and Robert Mendelson
Brenda and Ed Parver
Diane and David Rein
Talia and Carey Reiss
Aviva and Michael Rosenberg
Rivka and Carl Rosenberg
Michelle and Norman Rutta
Aliza and Dov Sassoon
Harriet Sherman Schimel
Ferry Sedaghatpour
Jessica and Evan Shusterman
Heather and Jerry Siegelman
Shoshana and Martin Sokol
Rachel and Chazzan Yitzy Spinner
Michele and Howie Wolf in memory of their parents Ruth & Philip Berman z”l and Carrie & Julius Wolf z”|
Rivka and Jordan Wolf
Vladimir Zyskind in honor of Jill Swartz

Volunteers who delivered the flowers (ABC order):
Sharona Abraham
Sharon Ahdut
Rachel Brecher
Debbie Hollander
Dahlia Klein
Carole Lerman
Cindy Ludwig
Brenda Parver
Aviva Rosenberg
Pia Shlomo




