Nampula Pastors Conference – Fiel, 2023
The Power of the Gospel, Workshop on Evangelization

Common Errors in Evangelization and Evangelistic Methods that Are Not Misleading
How to Court Sinners Biblically, Avoiding Mistakes That Can Deceive

Error 1
Give the impression that God loves everyone and has a wonderful plan for everyone, regardless of their response to Christ.

Why is it an error:
· There are some excerpts that clarify that God has a special love for his own children, even before they are saved ( Rom 8:5 and Eph 2:7). This indicates that he does not have the same feeling towards people who are not predestined for adoption and salvation.
· Other verses say that God has hatred for at least certain people during their earthly lives ( Pr 6:16,19, Ps 5:4-5, Rom 9:13). Therefore, saying that God loves everyone and that He loves everyone in the same way does not agree with these passages that say that He abhors certain people and loves certain people.
· And there are still other passages that say that in some cases God even determined before they existed that some people would be eternally disapproved ( Ju 4, Pr 16:4). So, saying that God loves all human beings in the same way is dangerous if we want to speak as the Bible speaks.
· Finally, when the Bible says God loves the world (John 3:16) it is presumptuous to say that this indicates that He loves every person in the world, because the word “world” is used in the Bible hundreds of times and almost none of those times “world” has, or can have, the sense of “every person in the world” (see just one excerpt, Co 1:6).
· Informing someone that God loves them, when it is possible that they will never reach the point of repenting and being saved, can serve to give them a relaxed and casual attitude about the greatness of their danger and the urgent need for them to seek reconciliation with God. .

The fix :
“God loves and welcomes with open arms all repentant sinners who come to Him trusting in Christ.” Psalm 103:11-17, Isaiah 55:6-7, Luke 15:7,18-22.

· So the man who does not repent and does not come to God trusting in Christ will not have the misleading notion that God loves him and that everything will work out for him, but those who want to repent and come to God trusting in Christ will have a living and valid hope that they will find mercy.




Error 2
Give the impression that salvation is mechanical and accomplished only by repeating a formulated prayer or by performing other rites and ceremonies that anyone can perform carnally.

Why is it an error:
· Without a miracle performed by God in favor of the sinner, no man is capable of reaching Jesus seeking salvation.
· Romans 3:10-18 talks about man's inability to be saved without God's intervention.
· Ephesians 1:19 talks about the great divine power needed on God's part to make a man believe in Jesus.
· John 6:44 talks about man's inability to come to Jesus to be saved without God granting it.
· Matthew 11:25-27 talks about the need for Jesus to work on a person before they can know God.
· II Timothy 2:24-26 talks about the need for God to give repentance to man so that he can awaken and free himself from the bonds of the devil.

The fix :
“God has to draw us to Himself or we won’t come; but if you feel that He is drawing you now, surrender to Him! Seek Him while He can be found! Beg Him to save you now, for He may never draw you back after today!” John 6:44a,37, Isaiah 55:6-7

· Thus the sinner, feeling the Spirit of God working in him, convicting him, will be afraid to resist God and will be motivated to take advantage of the opportunity, while those who resist may tremble as they should tremble!


















Error 3
Giving the impression that a lost sinner can be saved whenever he decides that it would be beneficial, as if God should not be part of the process.

Why is it an error:
· Because salvation requires a miracle from God performed on behalf of the sinner; It's not something he can do for himself at any time.
· The man who thinks he can save himself at any moment will postpone dealing with this complicated and highly important matter until a calmer time without other predicaments that may never arise, instead of hastening to arrive at once at a certain conclusion while God He has the evangelist and His word open before him.	Comment by Grace Missions: This seems to refer to the evangelist's words. Should it be "His Word" (capital letters), referring to God?

The fix 
“The matter is urgent – we must not harden our hearts even more than before by ignoring again the call to repentance, because in doing so yet again we make our hearts even harder and salvation even less likely tomorrow than which was this morning.” John 6:44a , Psalm 95:6-11, II Timothy 2:25-26

· The man who understands the absolute need for God's intervention in favor of his salvation will not have peace until he prays for God to do this for him!
· Thus, the man will not be treacherously induced by the evangelist to postpone this decision. He will try to deal with her while God is giving him the good opportunity.























Errors 4 and 5
4 	Giving the impression that having faith is the same thing as simply making a decision. A mere decision on a man's part may be revoked by him tomorrow, but true faith never ends because Christ is its author and perfecter!

5 	Talking about the need to have faith or trust in Christ or believe – without ever explaining what faith really is!

Why they are errors:
· Because the world does not know what biblical faith is. Your idea of faith is to believe in a fable or in something imagined, or to believe something without any basis, or simply to believe in your own dreams and desires for yourself.
· When our listener gets to the point where he wants to believe in Jesus because of the beauty of the gospel, but knows that he cannot believe because he has no basis for knowing whether our gospel is true or false, we can encourage him by assuring him that God Himself can help our unbelief if we pray Him to do this.

The fix :
“You must believe in Christ, but believing means first knowing what He said. We cannot believe what we do not know ( Rom 10:14-15, 17). Furthermore, saving faith obliges a person to act in accordance with what he believes. To invoke this kind of faith, we must learn what Christ said, and if that is not enough to make us believe, we must not hesitate to ask God to help our unbelief by granting us faith unto salvation!” ( Mark 9:23-24, Luke 17:5).

· Thus, we are following the example of evangelization in the Bible when the apostles evangelized by saying, “Believe in the Lord, and you will be saved!” And whoever would like to have faith, but knows that he does not have faith, nor can he have faith on his own without further help, is already directed to the place where God grants faith – through the Bible, through Himself (by the Holy Spirit working in the unbeliever, convincing him ) and by Jesus Christ, the author and finisher of faith.














Error 6
Giving the impression that salvation is something we do for Christ by accepting Him, saying “Accept Christ” instead of “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and God will save you ” ( Acts 16:31).
Or saying in our testimonies “I accepted Christ” instead of saying “God saved me!”

Why it is an error in this instructor's view:
· This grammar “I accepted Christ,” places man as the subject of salvation, man doing the action in salvation and Jesus being the passive object of the work done by man on behalf of Christ. In reality, in the conversion of a sinner, God is the one who does the wonderful work of sending the gospel to the sinner's ears ( Rm 10:15 and Mt 9:37-38), of giving understanding of the gospel (I Cor 2:14), of giving faith to believe the gospel ( Eph 2:9, Rom 12:3, Gal 5:22, Heb 12:2) and of producing the right response of repentance (II Tim 2:24-26).
· In the Bible, the language used to describe salvation always has God as the subject of the sentence, God doing the heroic work of saving someone and man as the passive object of the work done by God ( Gal 1:13-16, Acts 16:25 , Acts 16:31 – in the latter case using the passive voice in which the subject is the receiver of the action done by the understood predicate, which is God)
· The popular language Christians use to describe their salvation focuses on man, not God. The gospel that teaches man to focus on himself will never lead him to focus on God. It will promote a “Christianity” focused on man, or on the person himself supposedly saved by Christ from his former slavery to himself!

The fix
“Beg God to accept you! Christ made this possible for all who repent of their sins and draw closer to God through faith in what Christ suffered on the cross for the redemption of sinners.”

· This language helps unbelievers and believers alike to look at salvation as a wonderful and gracious work of God, not man.















Error 7
Giving immediate, false and treacherous assurance that if someone has invited Christ into their heart (said a formulaic prayer) then they are saved, since Christ has promised to enter all who invite Him into their heart (Rom 10:13 ) .

Why is it an error:
· It does not take into account that the passage from Romans 10:13 says that in addition to crying out to God with his mouth, the sinner must also believe in his heart. Repeating a prayer placed in the mouth by another person is not necessarily believing in the heart.
· It does not take into account that there are two types of “believing” or “faith” in the Bible that result in people making a decision without actually having saving faith and without being saved.
· There is superficial faith, where the person says things with their mouth without showing the fruit of faith, which is obedience. His life does not change, the person does not become holy, because his “faith” is vain, dead, useless (James 2:14,17,20,26) – qd ., which is not the saving faith that comes from God ( Rom . 12:3, Eph 2:9) whose author and perfecter is Christ ( Heb 12:2, Luke 22:32), raised up in the heart of a believer by the Holy Spirit ( Gal 5:22).
· There is temporary faith, where the person receives the word with joy and believes, but only for a short interval, and then returns to his previous state, because his faith has no root in Christ (Luke 8:13, I John 2:19 ) . Its author and finisher is himself, not Christ.
· Only true faith that comes from God bears fruit with perseverance ( Luke 8:15). But it takes time to distinguish this true faith that saves from a superficial or temporary faith that does not save. We have to see someone producing fruit, and doing it with perseverance. Thus, it is not possible to guarantee someone as soon as he repeats a formulated prayer that he really is saved.

The fix :
Provide a true basis for a reliable assurance by saying, “When one comes to saving faith in Christ, not only is his name written in the book of life, but 1) he becomes a child of God, with God hearing and answering his prayers just as a father hears his son crying, and 2) he receives a new nature through the Holy Spirit, changing his desires and his way of living.” See Philippians 2:13, I John 3:9-10 and II Corinthians 5:17 on the change in our hearts, and Matthew 7:7-11, John 15:16 on believers' prayers answered by God (with qualifications).

· Thus, the person concerned about his salvation will have valid, safe and biblical criteria to recognize when he enters this state of salvation, not insidious criteria inducing him to think that he is saved because he has performed religious and mechanical acts while he is not yet saved ! Look at the deluded people of Matthew 7:22-23 who even became leaders in the church and performed miracles without ever having the faith that frees the sinner from the penalty and power of sin!



Error 8
Trying to sell (negotiate) faith and salvation – II Cor 2:17, I Tim 6:5 – inducing the lost to “have faith” so that they can get money, material riches, power, influence, health, employment, marriage from God or dating, etc.

Why is it an error:
· Jesus said not to seek these things, but to seek first holiness and the kingdom of God ( Mt 6:25,33) and then God will give everything the person really needs.

· Jesus does not promise these things to every person. Before, I told each person to surrender all these things and take up their cross ( Mt. 16:24-26), denying themselves. He said that anyone who loves these things above Jesus can never become a follower of Jesus (Luke 14:26,33).

· We know that Paul and his colleagues never achieved these things – prosperity and perpetual health, in a material and physical sense (II Cor 4:11-13).

· The business gospel, which encourages people to “buy” salvation (salvation being in the eyes of the listeners money, riches, power, etc. ) through a carnal faith that is not rooted in Christ, a useless and false faith, simply feeds the people's carnal desires and will never lead people to put God and his righteousness first, which is essential for any person to reach the point of being a disciple of Christ and being saved.

The fix :
“Your great danger, what will drag you to hell, is not your lack of money or clothes or health or success in life. They are your sins. It needs perfect justice that only comes through Jesus. Only Jesus can free you from the penalty and power of sin, and then take you to a place where the presence of sin will never again exist.”

· People really seeking Jesus just to get their true god, Mammon , are not going to rush into church. The wolves will stay outside, not inside the church thanks to our evangelization. And the lost will correctly understand what their true need is, and the only person who can solve this problem.










Jupepe Surefe Vilino , A Faithful Evangelist
Who Preaches a Gospel that Corresponds with the Bible

JUPEPE – Bad news for the sinner:
 
JU 	Justice 		God is justice

PE 	Sinful 		Man is sinful

PE 	Penalty 		Sin brings two penalties
						Separation from God in this life
						And in the life to come, an eternal separation from God in hell

SUREFE – Good news for the sinner:

SU 	Replacement 		God found a substitute, Jesus Christ
						Christ accepted our sins and died in our place,
						paying the fine of our sins and reconciling
						sinners to the holy God

RE 	He was resurrected 	But on the third day, he was resurrected to show that:
						He was truly God the Son
						There's nothing left for man to pay
							When the sentence is completed,
							the convict must be released from jail

FE 	Faith 				But the work of Christ on the cross only applies to those who have faith in Jesus
						Faith is believing what Jesus tells us about Himself, about salvation
						by grace through faith
						If our faith is weak, God can help strengthen it if we ask

VILINO – The reliable guarantee, and the results of true salvation through true faith:

VI 	Eternal life 		The person receives the righteousness of Christ and on the day of judgment he will
					be declared innocent and holy, and will live with God forever

LI 	Personal connectionThe person is reconciled with their Creator, becomes a child of God
					and God takes care of her as his own son, responding to her
					prayers and conditioning their existence

IN 	New heartThe person receives a new heart through the Holy Spirit who
					make her like what God likes, and hate what God hates,
					and help that he desires and carries out according to the will and power of God

When a sinner notices these changes happening in his life and his relationship with God, he can know that he has true faith and that he is already saved by Christ.

The sincere and biblical appeal
Jesus promises to save everyone who hears His word and believes in the one who sent Him.
Read the Bible and go to a church that preaches the Bible to learn about Jesus
and get to the point of having faith in Him !

In your entire life, you will never hear more important words than these.

If you continue as if these words were never spoken, you will go wrong on your day of judgment before the court of God. He will have to bear the horrible and eternal punishment of disobeying his Creator on his own shoulders.

But if you come to have faith in Christ, you will be saved, because Christ said 	“Whoever hears my word and believes in him who sent me has eternal life, and will not enter into condemnation, but has passed from death to life” ( John 5 :24).

I invite you to have faith in Christ, and receive eternal life as a child of God!

