
BE A PART OF THE
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DAY OF SERVICE!
MONDAY, JANUARY 21, 2019, 9:00 —11:00AM 
(with a light breakfast before at 8:30AM)
Extend the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. through acts 
of service with others.  All ages are invited to participate in 
our Day of Service opportunities in collaboration with other 
faith communities and non-profits.  The day begins at 8:30AM 
with a light breakfast at St. Mark’s . Participants can choose 
from a number of volunteer options at St. Mark’s, as well as 
some opportunities out in the community.  A Sign-Up Genius 
Link is posted on our church website (www.smumc.church), 
and sign-up sheets are available in Garton Hall. To find out 
how you can help coordinate this great day, or for more 
information, contact Mary Beth Morgan or the church office. 

january 2019
mark your calendars!
(more information inside this issue)
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PROMISE AND POSSIBILITY
STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN UPDATE
Trust in the LORD and do good; Dwell in the land and cultivate faithfulness.   

         —Psalm 37:3

As the St. Mark’s Stewardship Team wrote in their fall letter:  “…we seek to cherish and honor that 
goal of creating faithful community in which everyone is welcome.”  In that spirit, we launched our 
Stewardship Campaign called “Promise and Possibility”.  

As of January 6th, 2019, 116 pledge cards had been returned for the 2019 Stewardship Campaign 
totaling $448,774, which supports the operating and ministry costs of the church. Also, as of 
January 6th , 66 pledge cards had been returned for capital improvements, totaling $74,195.  
Church leadership believes that we need pledges above $500,000 to fund anticipated budgeting 
needs, which includes staff, program ministries and operating costs. Your capital pledges are vital to 
support our building and maintenance needs for the congregation and the many nonprofits that 
meet here. 

Renewing your pledge helps us build a solid budget. If you are considering making a new pledge, 
whether as a member or not, there couldn’t be a better time to offer a financial commitment. The 
Finance Committee will meet on Wednesday, January 23 to take the next step in finalizing our 2019 
budget. 

Pledge cards are available in Garton Hall and from the church office. They can be returned anytime 
in the offering plate, to the church office or can be filled out on-line via the link on the church 
website (www.smumc.church/pledge). Your pledge information remains confidential in the finance 
office, and can be revised at any time. Every pledge makes a difference, regardless of size. Thank you 
for your generosity in supporting the ministries and missions of St. Mark’s!

THE ST. MARK’S KITCHEN IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT 
IS NOW UNDERWAY!
Thanks to so many of you who have and are contributing to our kitchen project. As you may know, 
our kitchen serves not only to resource fellowship meal opportunities for the congregation; it also is 
a location of missional work for groups that meet here and for food that is prepared and taken into 
community. We have notified all groups who use the kitchen on a regularly scheduled basis, and 
we want all of the church to be aware also. This project is providing necessary repairs and updating, 
including replacing the dishwasher, which has been unusable for months.

The work on the project is now underway. Water in the kitchen has been turned off and construction 
is taking place; do not plan to use the kitchen until the project is finished. We will announce and 
celebrate the completion of the kitchen improvement. Again, thank you for your continuing 
generosity.

announcements
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TUESDAY
JANUARY 8

7:00PM

january events
ADULT ED CLASS:  
CHURCH HISTORY & THEOLOGY
Ever wonder about how the Christian faith has expressed itself throughout 
the Church’s many contexts and time periods?  Join us for our fourth session 
on this topic. This session will be led by Harold Lindman on the topic “The 12 
Minor Prophets”.  This will be an exciting chance to delve deeply into those 
biblical figures, such as Jonah, Hosea, and Joel who, while considered to 
be “minor,” have much to offer to deepen our faith today in ways that are 
anything but “minor”.

CHILDREN AND YOUTH PARTICIPATE IN 
WORSHIP LEADERSHIP 
Children and Youth are welcome to be part of worship leadership any 
Sunday.  They are especially invited, this month, on Sunday, January 20.  
Children and youth are invited to serve by greeting/handing out bulletins, 
lighting candles (acolyte), drawing a picture for the bulletin cover, reading 
scripture, leading a prayer, sharing a musical or artistic talent, helping the 
ushers, etc. Please contact Mary Beth Morgan if your child(ren)/youth would 
like to participate in worship leadership, and which role(s) are of interest.  
Thank you!

NEW MEMBER CLASSES
We will be hosting New Member Classes on Sundays, January 27 and 
February 3 in Room 15, with new members joining in worship on February 
10.  You are most welcome to attend if you are interested in becoming a 
member of St. Mark’s United Methodist Church, or perhaps you are undecided 
and would just like to explore what membership would mean. You will 
be able to meet some of the church’s leaders, learn more about St. Mark’s 
understanding of faith and mission, and explore where you can connect 
and invest yourself in the congregation. If you are interested in membership, 
and these days do not work for you, please let us know. Child care for your 
children is available by contacting the church office. Email Jimmy Moore 
at  jimmymoore@smumc.church, or contact the church office, for more 
information or to indicate your intention to attend.   

SUNDAY
JANUARY 20

10:30AM
WORSHIP

SUNDAYS
 JANUARY 27 

& 
FEBRUARY 3 

9:30AM
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small groups
SHOEBOX PROJECT
MONDAY, JANUARY 7, 2019, 10:30AM, GARTON HALL
Each month, the Shoebox Project of St. Mark’s meets and assembles 
shoeboxes filled with hygiene products and toys for kids. The shoeboxes are 
donated to local agencies such as Middle Way House and Monroe County 
United Ministries. Everyone is welcome to come and to join the fellowship 
and fun. We are always in need of washcloths, combs, toothbrushes, 
toothpaste, small toys, coloring books, hotel soaps/ shampoos, pencils, 
crayons, etc. You can place your donations any time in the basket in Garton 
Hall located beneath the United Methodist Women bulletin board.

CHRONIC ILLNESS SUPPORT GROUP
MONDAY, JANUARY 7 & 21, 7PM, RM 11
MEETS EVERY OTHER MONDAY
This new spiritual support group for patients facing cancer or other chronic 
diseases, along with family members and caregivers, will focus on spiritual 
support with a Christian and Methodist approach. Our goal is to help each 
of us thrive on the days we can ... and survive on the days we are not sure 
we can. And, do all of that in faith. Meetings will take place every other 
Monday. Group facilitators are Dr. Brandt Ludlow and Craig Stewart.

BUDDIES OF ST. FRANCIS
TUESDAY, JANUARY 8, 5:30PM IN ROOM 15
Buddies of St. Francis is a small group experience for those who love animals 
and believe that our spirituality is enhanced by their presence in the world 
and in our lives. This humans-only gathering will be a time to share stories, 
reflect, and consider opportunities for advocacy. Join us in Room 15. 
Contact Jimmy Moore for more information.

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 8, 6:30PM
Prayer Shawl Ministry now meets once a month, on the second Tuesday at 
6:30pm. We invite those who knit or crochet to help provide prayer shawls 
for those experiencing grief, change, and life joys. We also make baptism 
blankets and special projects. Facilitator: Lisa Miller Maidi

MEAL SHARE FOOD REPACK
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 9, 5:30PM
Each month, St. Mark’s volunteers go to Hoosier Hills Food Bank to 
repack donated food for agencies that provide food for families. For more 
information, contact Glenda Murray at glmurray@indiana.edu.

SHOEBOX 
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small groups
PARENTS OF YOUTH NIGHT 
TURKAUZ CAFÉ, 301 E 3RD STREET
SUNDAY, JANUARY 13, 6:00PM (SECOND SUNDAY OF EACH MONTH) 
Enjoy some food & conversation with other folks raising teens. If you have 
questions, or would like to be on a contact list for future gatherings, contact 
Dawn Walters at dquillen@indiana.edu or the church office. All parents of 
youth (and grandparents & other loving adults caring for pre-teens and 
teenagers) are welcome!

ST. MARK’S DAYTIME PARENTS GROUP
FRIDAY, JANUARY 18, 9:00AM, RM 4
FIRST & THIRD FRIDAY OF EACH MONTH, 9:00AM, ROOM 4 
You are encouraged to join other parents and children for conversation at 
The Daytime Parents Group to support one another through the intense 
joys and challenges of raising young humans. Bring the kids! There are toys 
to entertain them while parents converse. Invite friends, and if it is your first 
time, contact Abby Brass, Whitney Sullivan or the church office for more 
information. 

PUB THEOLOGY 
AVER’S PIZZA BUFFET, 1285 S COLLEGE MALL ROAD, SUITE A
TUESDAY, JANUARY 22, 6:30PM-8:30PM, 
Pub Theology provides a place to relax with food and beverage and a fun 
group of thinking disciples to talk a little theology. On January 22, we will 
reflect on an interview with renowned professor of religion Elaine Pagels. 
The Fresh Air interview, hosted by Terry Gross, concerns Dr. Pagels’ new 
book, WHY RELIGION: A PERSONAL STORY. 
To view the interview online, visit 
https://www.npr.org/2018/11/05/664347954/why-religion-asks-how-
hearts-can-heal-after-tragedy, 
or you may contact Jimmy Moore or the church office to get a copy of the 
interview.  We would love to have you join us for this informal chat.

eXtra Years of Zest (XYZ) LUNCH AND PROGRAM 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 23, 11:45AM [PLEASE NOTE EARLIER TIME]:  
GLENDA MURRAY, “A BRIEF REVIEW OF MONROE COUNTY HISTORY”
All are cordially invited to a pitch-in lunch (please bring your own table 
service) at 11:45AM and program that will begin at 12:30PM. Glenda Murray 
will present a “A Brief Review of Monroe County History,” in celebration of 
the city and county bicentennials that occurred in 2018. Glenda is a retired 
IU staff person. She has been involved in local history for over 25 years 
and was recently appointed Monroe County Historian by the Indiana State 
History Center.

PARENTS OF 
YOUTH NIGHT

ST. MARK’S 
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small groups
ST. MARK’S QUILTERS AND CRAFTERS 
MEETS EACH WEDNESDAY, 1:00PM IN ROOM 10 
Bring your quilting or crafts to Room 10 and spend time with others who 
enjoy these activities. 
All skill levels are welcome and encouraged to attend. Contact Patti Wright, 
or the church office, with questions. 

WOMEN OF WONDER AND FAITH
MEETS EACH THURSDAY, 11:30AM IN ROOM 11 
A group of faithful, journeying women meeting weekly to read and discuss 
books on various topics of faith. Please join us as we move along our faith 
journey, collectively and individually, as well as build valuable friendships 
to support each other through life’s many challenges and joys. Contact the 
facilitator, Maria Schmidt marschmi@indiana.edu, with questions and to let 
her know you are coming.

CONVERSATIONS ON LIFE MEN’S GROUP 
EVERY FRIDAY, 1:00PM, ROOM 15 AT ST. MARK’S 
The men’s discussion group, known as Conversations on Life, read and 
discuss books and articles of interest. The group meets at 1:00 pm each 
Friday in room 15 at St. Mark’s. Visitors are always welcomed. 

SUNDAY MORNING BREAKFAST FELLOWSHIP 
Our breakfast event each Sunday continues to grow in popularity. It has 
become a great way to start the morning, to meet new people, and to 
provide a deep welcome to all who come our way. It is also a great way for 
those groups who help provide breakfast to receive free-will donations for 
their own mission effort or a cause they value. Sign up today in Garton Hall 
to provide breakfast on a future Sunday. Contact the church office or our 
breakfast coordinator, Christine Conrad, at 812-961-2959 or 
silent2hear@gmail.com.

SEE GOD THROUGH THE EYES OF A CHILD 
BE A PART OF CHILDREN’S OR YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL
Are you curious about helping with Sunday School as a teacher (in a lead 
or assistant role), substitute or with preparation during the week? Teachers 
are only asked to be in a class once a month. Contact Alayna Gray for more 
information!
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looking ahead to february
“A WAY FORWARD”
JOIN US FOR AN UPDATE AND CONVERSATION 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 9:30AM, ROOM 8 
After 40+ years, the United Methodist Church (UMC) remains at an impasse regarding issues related 
to human sexuality and sexual orientation- particularly current church law & prohibitions for clergy 
ordination and same sex weddings.  A special called General Conference session will be held in St. 
Louis, this February 23-26, to consider plans for a way forward. This could result in considerable 
change in the structure and future direction of the United Methodist Church.  
 
The two links below, also available on our website (www.smumc.church) provide more information.

http://www.umc.org/topics/general-conference-2019-special-session
This link points to umc.org, the official website of The United Methodist Church, and points to 
information about the upcoming 2019 special called General Conference Session which will consider 
plans for a way forward. 

https://boxcast.tv/view/uniting-methodists-an-evening-with-mark-holland-rydihjz8blx7vni8b3rs
This URL links to a video of the presentation that Rev. Mark Holland gave at St. Luke’s UMC last fall.  
While he also advocates for the One Church Plan, much of his presentation is a road map of how we 
got where we are, as well as the differences among the proposed plans. 

For more information, contact Mary Beth Morgan, who will facilitate our conversation on Sunday, 
February 3.

DINE & DONATE AT BUCCETO’S 
BENEFITS ST. MARK’S NURSERY SCHOOL & KINDERGARTEN 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 4:30PM-10:00PM 
When you dine in or carry out from either Bloomington Bucceto’s, between 4:30pm and closing at 
10:00pm, mention St. Mark’s Nursery School and Kindergarten and 20% of the total you spend will be 
donated to the Nursery School and Kindergarten! Can’t make it this month? No problem. This “Dine 
and Donate” opportunity occurs the first Wednesday of each month.

OPERATION FRIENDSHIP (OF) SOUP LUNCH
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 11:30AM
Enjoy a soup lunch in support of Operation Friendship to be held after Worship on February 17. 
Choose from a variety of delicious soups, grilled cheese sandwiches, and baked goods. All eat-in 
orders include a roll and a drink. Stay to eat your soup lunch in Garton Hall, with drinks provided by 
OF. You may also pre-order and take lunch home with you. Order forms are available online on the 
church website. Operation Friendship (OF) is a travel exchange program for youth with which St. 
Mark’s has participated for generations.
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sundays at st. mark’s

BREAKFAST and MORE
We share breakfast together with  Live 

Music, Activities for Children, 
Fellowship, and More...

9:00am-10:15am Garton Hall

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL
Pilgrims

Nomads
Bible Banter

9:15am
9:30am
9:30am

Room 12
Room 10
Room 11

INFANT & TODDLER CARE
(Contact the church office
if 9:30am care is needed)

10:15am-11:30am Room 24
Room 25

SANCTUARY WORSHIP 
SERVICE

10:30am Sanctuary

CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
SUNDAY SCHOOL

 

10:30am-11:30am (PLEASE NOTE 
Room Changes for 
1st-2nd and 3rd-4th
Grade Classes)

Preschool-Kindergarten Room 22
1st and 2nd Grade Room 4
3rd and 4th Grade Room 9
5th and 6th Grade Room 3

7th-12th Grade Room 1
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adult sunday school classes

BIBLE BANTER
The Bible Banter class uses the Scripture text for the morning’s sermon as a discussion-starter. 
Looking at the passage in its larger context, and sometimes exploring a bit of Bible-writing 
history, we offer thoughts on what the morning’s sermon might look like, based on the 
Scripture the pastor has selected. We leave time to discuss implications of the Scripture on 
our own lives, and often find ourselves delving into topics that wind up far afield from the 
morning’s original topic. You are invited to bring some coffee/breakfast from Garton Hall into 
Room 11 at 9:30am and join the conversation. 

NOMADS
This month, the Nomads class will be discussing the short essays in the book by best-selling 
writer Anne Lamott, ALMOST EVERYTHING: NOTES ON HOPE.  Both hilarious and profound, 
Lamott in this her most recent book calls for us “to rediscover the nuggets of hope and 
wisdom that are buried within us” now and always when uncertainty and despair appear to 
be overwhelming. All are welcome to join us for breakfast and lively discussions at 9:30am 
Sundays in Room 10, with or without having looked at the book. 

PILGRIMS
The Pilgrims class continues the video series The World’s Greatest Churches, looking at 
churches all over the world including 20 countries and 5 continents. By examining some 
of the most beautiful buildings in the world, we will not only have more insight into 
masterpieces of architecture, painting and sculpture but also a deeper understanding of the 
diversity of Christianity as expressed in its places of worship and an awareness that a church 
is in constant dialogue with the community it houses. Pilgrims meets in Room 13 at 9:15AM 
on Sunday mornings. We welcome any and all, at any point in the lecture series, for the video 
presentation and the resulting discussion.
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ST .  M A R K ’ S  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I ST  C H U R C H
 Pastors Reverend Jimmy Moore 
  Reverend Mary Beth Morgan
 Lay Leaders Andy Cron  &  Trina Mescher
 Children’s Ministries Contact Mary Beth Morgan
  or Alayna Gray
 Director of Youth Ministries Rodney Long
 Director of Music Ministries Gerry Sousa
 Children’s and Youth Music Aaron Comforty
 Organist Pamela Freeman
 Finance Director Natalie LeBeau
 Administrative Assistant  Claire Schaffer
 Custodians Dennis Morgan, Jeff Wyatt, 
  Terry Hamm

ST. MARK’S NURSERY SCHOOL AND KINDERGARTEN
 Director Sierra Roussos
 Assistant Director Robin Cole
 Office Manager Amy Weger



St. Mark’s United Methodist Church of Bloomington, Indiana 
is an inclusive community bringing Christ-like love, healing and hope to all.

 We embrace the United Methodist ideal of  Open Hearts, Open Minds and Open Doors 
by welcoming those of all races, cultures, faith traditions, 

sexual orientations, and gender identities.

S t .  M a r k ’ S  U n i t e d  M e t h o d i S t  C h U r C h
100 N. State Road 46 Bypass,  Bloomington, Indiana  47408  
812.332.5788      Office@smumc.church      www.smumc.church

about upcoming@St.Mark’s
Upcoming @ St. Mark’s is published each month as an information resource and guide 
to the activities and events within and around the St. Mark’s church community.  Copies 
are distributed at the beginning of each month along with the Sunday worship bulletin.  
Additional copies are available at the Welcome Center Desk, at the main entrances to the 
building, or by contacting the Church Office.  An online copy of Upcoming @ St. Mark’s 
can be downloaded from our church website (www.smumc.church). To submit articles 
for publication, please contact the church office.  Deadline for submission of articles for 
the February issue is January 16.


