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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2019 
“LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR” 

MONDAY–THURSDAY, JUNE 17–20 
9:30AM–NOON

SIGN UP TODAY!

Jesus commanded us to “Love your neighbor”; but, who are our neighbors and how 
exactly do we show love to those we know, those we differ from or those we don’t 
know? We will have fun exploring all of these questions and so much more! 

Each day, children 3 years through grade 6 will explore these themes through story, 
song, art, play, service opportunities and more. All activities will be age-appropriate and 
fun! The week will culminate in a special VBS worship service Sunday morning, June 23, 
at 10:30am.  There are also special events being planned. 

Volunteers make VBS possible each year!  Youth (rising 7th-12th graders) are invited 
to volunteer in areas of interest.  Adult volunteers are needed in all areas, and make it 
possible to provide this program free of charge for all children. (Adult volunteers will 
have access to childcare for their children 2 years and younger). 

Invite friends and neighbors.  All are welcome!  Participant registration and volunteer 
forms are available outside Alayna Gray’s office in Garton Hall, or via the link on the 
church website (www.smumc.church) for online registration. For more information, 
contact Alayna at stmarksdcm@gmail. com or call her at 812-332-5788.
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RECEPTION FOR PAM FREEMAN

After many years of gracing us with her wonderful artistry as our 
organist and pianist, Pam Freeman retired at the end of May. She has 
been the musical anchor of our worship services and weekly rehearsals, 
her dedication and commitment to St. Mark’s and her love of music-
making has been a gift to us all. At the reception we will honor Pam 
and express together our thanks for the many ways she has enriched 
our lives. All are welcome and encouraged to stay after worship and 
attend the reception.

An additional way to thank Pam is to write a note to her. There will 
be a basket for these at the reception. Additional cards or notes can 
be brought or sent to the church office. We will be sure that Pam 
receives all of them.  Pam and her family will continue to be part of our 
congregational life, and we will wrap them in our blessings and prayers.

“UMC NEXT” TOWN HALL
REPORT FROM INDIANA ATTENDEES AT “UMC NEXT” 
IN KANSAS CITY
ST. LUKE’S UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
100 W 86th St, INDIANAPOLIS, IN 
LIVE STREAM AVAILABLE

We at St. Mark’s UMC are following as closely as we can, and participating 
in, movement toward developing new expressions of Methodism that 
will be more just and affirming. At a special conference held May 20-22, 
centrist and progressive representatives from around the Church met in 
Kansas City to discuss potential new directions. 

On Wednesday, June 5 at St. Luke’s United Methodist Church at 7:00 PM, 
there will be a town hall discussion in which those from Indiana who 
attended that meeting will share updates and offer their perspectives of 
that gathering. There will also be a time of questions and answers. The 
event will be live streamed as well. We hope to offer a real time viewing at 
our church for those who wish to be together for the meeting. 

This is an important next step as we move toward the meeting of the 
Indiana Annual Conference, which meets in Indianapolis from June 12-15. 
We hope you are able to participate in person, by viewing at our church, 
or by live streaming at home.
 

WEDNESDAY, 
JUNE 5, 

 7:00 PM

SUNDAY, 
JUNE 2, 

11:30AM, 

GARTON HALL
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WEDNESDAY, 
JUNE 5, 

4:30–10:00PM, 

BUCCETO’S

DINE & DONATE AT BUCCETO’S!
BENEFITS ST. MARK’S NURSERY SCHOOL & 
KINDERGARTEN 

When you dine in or carry out from either Bloomington Bucceto’s, 
between 4:30pm and closing at 10:00pm, mention St. Mark’s Nursery 
School and Kindergarten and 20% of the total you spend will be donated 
to the Nursery School and Kindergarten! Can’t make it this month? No 
problem. This “Dine and Donate” opportunity occurs the first Wednesday 
of each month.

FUNDRAISER AT FARMbloomington 
FOR APPALACHIA SERVICE PROJECT (ASP)

We’ve made arrangements with FARMbloomington to have a fundraiser 
dinner for the St Mark’s ASP group on Tuesday evening, June 11th 
at 6:00pm. The cost of this dinner which includes a salad, entrée and 
dessert is $20 per person (drinks not included).  FARM Bloomington will 
generously donate $10 for each person who attends to St Mark’s ASP. 
Come enjoy a wonderful dinner with family and friends while raising 
funds for ASP! Everyone is invited so bring your friends and family. Please 
RSVP with your entrée choice of Stone Oven Pasta or Meatloaf to events@
farm-bloomington.com and reserve your seats. If you have any questions, 
please contact James Thomas at jthomas@iu.edu or 812-361-8193. 
Thanks.

FROM COTTON FIELDS TO UNIVERSITY LEADERSHIP: ALL 
EYES ON CHARLIE, A MEMOIR.
AN EVENING AND BOOK SIGNING WITH CHARLIE NELMS

In his newly published memoir, Charlie shares his journey from growing 
up black in the Deep South and working in cotton fields to becoming 
a university chancellor and vice president.  On this evening, Charlie 
will share some of this story and the power and impact of education, 
community and mentorship.  

There will be light refreshments following Charlie’s talk.  Books will be 
available for purchase, and for Charlie to sign.  All proceeds will go to the 
Negro College Fund and the Thurgood Marshall College Fund.  All are 
welcome to attend.  Please spread the word to friends and neighbors.  We 
are fortunate that Charlie and his wife, Jeanetta, are part of our St. Mark’s 
community.  If you have questions, contact Mary Beth Morgan.

TUESDAY, 
JUNE 11, 
6:00PM, 

FARMbloomington

TUESDAY, 
JUNE 11, 
7:00PM

GARTON HALL



-4-upcoming@St. Mark’s june, 2019

june events
ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE INDIANA 
CONFERENCE OF THE UMC

The Indiana Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church will meet in 
Indianapolis on June 12-15. The term “Annual Conference” refers to the yearly 
regional gatherings, part worship services and part business meetings, that 
occur in each Annual Conference across the United States — usually a state or 
a portion of one — and across the world. 

The meeting this year is of considerable importance. The conversation around 
human sexuality has consistently been a key point of discussion at the Indiana 
Conference, but this year, the Annual Conference will be electing delegates 
to both the 2020 General Conference and Jurisdictional Conference. Most 
believe that the 2020 General Conference will decide the future of the 
UMC, and the development of new emerging expressions of Methodism. 
The election of delegates who are committed to a welcoming and affirming 
Church is vital to future directions of the Church. In addition to our clergy and 
two Lay delegates to the Annual Conference, a number of St. Mark’s members 
are serving as Lay Equalization members, and will be taking part in the votes 
for these delegates. Keep these folks in your prayers during the Annual 
Conference.

CELEBRATING OUR GRADUATES!  
We want to celebrate and recognize all who have or will be graduating 
from high school, college, graduate school, or other special programs this 
year. If you are graduating, or know of someone else connected to the 
St. Mark’s family whom we can honor, please contact church office (812-
332-5788) or Mary Beth Morgan (marybethmorgan@smumc.church). We 
would like to include graduation information in the Sunday bulletin on 
June 16th. 

Please e-mail, or send, the name of the graduate (as he/she would like it to 
appear), school, degree, special accomplishments, and plans for the future 
(if known) by June 8th. There will be cards for everyone to sign for our 
graduates in Garton Hall on June 8th and on June 16th. 

On June 16th, we will have a special recognition of our graduates in the 
10:30am worship service. We have a number of graduates who will be 
helping to lead worship in music, and in other ways. Contact Mary Beth 
Morgan if you are interested in participating in worship leadership, as well. 
If you, or your family, cannot be present on June 16, let us know. We will 
recognize you on another Sunday. Congratulations to all of our graduates!
 

SUNDAY, 
JUNE 16, 

10:30AM 
WORSHIP 
SERVICE 

JUNE 12-15

INDIANA 
CONVENTION 

CENTER, 
INDIANAPOLIS, IN
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SUNDAY, 
JUNE 16 

(LAST DAY TO 
BRING ITEMS TO 

ST MARK’S)

UNITED METHODIST 
MOUNTAIN MISSION PICK-UP

The truck from Mountain Mission will pick up your donated items here 
at St. Mark’s. Please bring donations to Room 14/Storage Room any time 
beginning now through Sunday, June 16. The Urgent Needs List from 
Mountain Mission includes men’s and women’s summer clothes, good 
pots and pans, men’s shoes, and good used furniture. New socks and 
underwear are always desperately needed for men, women, and children. 
Additionally, Mountain Mission requests back-to-school clothes and new 
school supplies such as backpacks, paper, pencils, notebooks, etc. See the 
newsletter and Urgent Needs List posted in Garton Hall.

UPDATE AND CONVERSATION ABOUT 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE AND MORE

All are invited to join Mary Beth Morgan and Lay Delegates from St. Mark’s, 
who were active participants in this year’s Indiana Annual Conference.  
They will share updates and insights from the experience, as we join in 
conversation in what might be next steps at St. Mark’s, in Indiana and the 
United Methodist denomination.

LEADERSHIP COUNCIL
The St. Mark’s Leadership Council will meet on Monday, June 17 at 7:00 
PM in Room 8. All are welcome to attend. While only Leadership Council 
members can vote on motions that are presented, everyone is encouraged 
to attend and participate in discussion and planning for the ministries of 
the church. We hope you join us. 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL “LOVE YOUR 
NEIGHBOR” COMMUNITY PICNIC!

On Thursday, June 20 from 5:30 – 7:30 we will celebrate the end of 
Vacation Bible School with a Community Picnic.  ALL are welcome, 
whether you were able to attend VBS or not.  Bring your neighbors, 
pack a picnic dinner and enjoy fun, fellowship and food in the St. Mark’s 
playground area as we celebrate being part of this community. Due 
to severe allergies, please do not bring nuts or nut products. Water, 
lemonade and cups will be provided.

SUNDAY, 
JUNE 16, 

9:30-10:15AM

 ROOM 8

MONDAY, 
JUNE 17, 
7:00PM
ROOM 8

THURSDAY, 
JUNE 20, 

5:30-7:30PM, 

ST. MARK’S 
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN (UMW) 
SPRING BRUNCH 

The UMW spring brunch will take place on Saturday, June 8 in Garton Hall at 
9:30am. Come join us for a lovely breakfast. All women attending the church 
are invited to share this meal, which will be prepared by members of UMW. It 
is not expected that everyone will bring a dish; but, if you would like to bring 
something or if you have questions, please contact Nina Taylor 812-322-9242.

JOIN THE HELPING HANDS GARDENERS- 
NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED

We are called to be stewards of the Earth. Our gardens and grounds need some 
care throughout the year. During the morning of Saturday, June 22, join with 
others to weed, mulch and remove invasive plants from the St. Mark’s gardens. 
Bring your gloves and help for a while. If you have favorite garden tools, bring 
them too. In addition to beautifying our church, you can meet others who enjoy 
garden work and share your knowledge and skills with one another. Besides, it 
just feels good to help.
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL SUNDAY
We will wrap up VBS week with a great intergenerational worship service. 
Families and friends of all faith and spiritual traditions are warmly welcomed. 
Mary Beth Morgan’s sermon will connect with the Bible stories and the theme 
from the week. Whether children attended VBS week or not, we will invite all 
present to participate (as they wish), and join in with our sing-alongs. We want 
everyone to feel welcome, included, and a part of this worship celebration! If 
your child(ren) or youth would like to be a part of worship leadership: draw the 
bulletin cover, help lead a prayer, read scripture, serve as a greeter (pass out 
bulletins), light candles, share a musical talent etc., please contact Mary Beth 
Morgan (marybethmorgan@yahoo.com or 812-332-5788).

PITCH IN DINNER AND FUN--ALL INVITED!
You won’t want to miss this afternoon of outdoor fun at a great location for all 
ages! Wade in the creek, hike on trails, investigate the Learning Pond, toss a ball 
around, or just relax on a blanket in the grassy meadow. Bring a side dish or 
dessert to share. Nitrate-free hotdogs, mac ‘n’ cheese, and drinks provided. Sign 
up will be posted in Garton Hall, or contact the church office.

Fish Creek is located forty minutes west of the church. Directions will be posted 
at church, and we will have some folks at the church to lead a travelling group 
there. Come and join in a great time!

SATURDAY, 
JUNE 22,

9AM-NOON 

SATURDAY, 
JUNE 22,
 9:30AM, 

GARTON HALL

SUNDAY, 
JUNE 23, 
10:30AM 

WORSHIP FOR 
ALL AGES

SUNDAY,  
JUNE 30, 
4:00 PM

FISH CREEK 
PRESERVE 
(HOME OF 

MYRIAM WOOD)
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TUESDAY, JUNE 4, 10:30AM, ROOM 12 & GARTON HALL 
SHOEBOX PROJECT 
Each month, the Shoebox Project of St. Mark’s meets and 
assembles shoeboxes filled with hygiene products and toys 
for kids. The shoeboxes are donated to local agencies such 
as Middle Way House and Monroe County United Ministries. 
Everyone is welcome to come and to join the fellowship 
and fun. We are always in need of washcloths, combs, 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, small toys, coloring books, hotel 
soaps/ shampoos, pencils, crayons, etc. You can place your 
donations any time in the basket in Garton Hall located 
beneath the United Methodist Women bulletin board.

ST. MARK’S DAYTIME PARENTS GROUP 
This group is taking some time off over the summer. Watch 
for upcoming dates in the fall.  All parents (and others raising 
young ones) are welcome to join.  Bring the kids!  

SUNDAY, JUNE 9, 6:00PM 
(MEETS 2nd SUNDAY OF EACH MONTH) 
PARENTS OF YOUTH NIGHT 
NICK’S ENGLISH HUT 423 E KIRKWOOD AVE
Enjoy some food & conversation with other folks raising teens. 
If you have questions, or would like to be notified by email 
of future gatherings, contact Dawn Walters at dquillen@
indiana.edu or the church office. All parents of youth (and 
grandparents & other loving adults caring for pre-teens and 
teenagers) are welcome! 

MONDAY, JUNE 10 & 24, 7:00PM, R00M 12 
(EVERY OTHER MONDAY) 
CHRONIC ILLNESS SUPPORT GROUP 
This spiritual support group for patients facing cancer or other 
chronic diseases, along with family members and caregivers, 
will focus on spiritual support with a Christian and Methodist 
approach. Our goal is to help each of us thrive on the days 
we can ... and survive on the days we are not sure we can. 
And, do all of that in faith. Meetings will take place every other 
Monday. Group facilitators are Dr. Brandt Ludlow and Craig 
Stewart.

small groups

SHOEBOX 
PROJECT

PARENTS 
OF YOUTH NIGHT

CHRONIC ILLNESS 
SUPPORT GROUP

ST. MARK’S DAYTIME 
PARENTS GROUP
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TUESDAY, JUNE 11, 6:30PM 
PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
Prayer Shawl Ministry now meets once a month, on the 
second Tuesday at 6:30pm. We invite those who knit or 
crochet to help provide prayer shawls for those experiencing 
grief, change, and life joys. We also make baptism blankets 
and special projects. Facilitator: Lisa Miller Maidi. 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 12, 5:30PM 
MEAL SHARE FOOD REPACK 
Each month, St. Mark’s volunteers go to Hoosier Hills Food 
Bank to repack donated food for agencies that provide food 
for families. For more information, contact Glenda Murray at 
glmurray@indiana.edu 

THURSDAY, JUNE 13, 11:30AM IN ROOM 11 
WOMEN OF WONDER AND FAITH 
Please join us as we move along our faith journey, collectively 
and individually, as well as build valuable friendships to 
support each other through life’s many challenges and joys. 
Women of Wonder and Faith is on a summer schedule and 
will meet for conversation on June 13 and July 18. Women of 
Wonder and Faith will restart its weekly meetings in August. 
Contact the facilitator, Maria Schmidt marschmi@indiana.edu, 
with questions and to let her know you are coming.  

TUESDAY, JUNE 18, 5:30PM ROOM 15 
BUDDIES OF ST. FRANCIS 
Buddies of St. Francis is a small group experience for those 
who love animals and believe that our spirituality is enhanced 
by their presence in the world and in our lives. This humans-
only gathering will be a time to share stories, reflect, and 
consider opportunities for advocacy. Join us. All are welcome. 
Contact Jimmy Moore for more information.  

MONDAY, JUNE 24, 6:30-8:30PM
PUB THEOLOGY
AVERS EAST PIZZA, 
1285 S COLLEGE MALL ROAD, SUITE A
Pub Theology provides a place to relax with food and 
beverage and a fun group of thinking disciples to talk a little 
theology. In June, we’ll look at a collection of articles from 
influential writer Rachel Held Evans, who died on May 4 of this 
year at the very young age of 38. She was a New York Times 
best-selling author whose books include Faith Unraveled 
(2010), A Year of Biblical Womanhood (2012), Searching 
for Sunday (2015), Inspired (2018). Hailing from Dayton, 

small groups
PRAYER SHAWL 

MINISTRY

BUDDIES OF
ST. FRANCIS

MEAL SHARE 
FOOD REPACK

PUB 
THEOLOGY

WOMEN OF 
WONDER 

AND 
FAITH



-9- june, 2019upcoming@St. Mark’s

small groups
Tennessee—home of the famous Scopes Monkey Trial of 
1925— she writes about faith, doubt and life in the Bible Belt. 
She was a “convert” from a rigid form of evangelicalism to a 
more welcoming faith. The articles concern the Holy Spirit, a 
speech she gave graduates, a reflection on Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. and reflections on reaching millennials. Contact 
Jimmy Moore at jimmymoore@smumc.church or the church 
office for copies of the readings. There will also be copies on 
the registration desk at church. We would love for you to join 
us.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 26, 7:00PM, ROOM 8 
(ALL ARE WELCOME!) 
RECONCILING MINISTRIES TEAM MEETING 
All are invited to be a part of this team that strives to help 
bring the Open Minds, Open Hearts, Open Doors message 
of St. Mark’s to the LGBT+ community. At this meeting we 
will focus on plans for Spencer Pride event. Come join us 
7:00pm in Room 8. For more information, contact Mark Cox 
(markymarkcox@aol.com) or Mary Beth Morgan at the church 
office. 

MEETS EACH WEDNESDAY, 1:00PM IN ROOM 10 
ST. MARK’S QUILTERS AND CRAFTERS 
Bring your quilting or crafts to Room 10 and spend time with 
others who enjoy these activities. All skill levels are welcome 
and encouraged to attend. Contact Patti Wright, or the church 
office, with questions. 

EVERY FRIDAY, 1:00PM, ROOM 15 
CONVERSATIONS ON LIFE MEN’S GROUP 
During June the men’s discussion group, known as 
Conversations on Life, will discuss the changes in American 
Christianity during the 20th Century, drawing upon the last 
three chapters of “JESUS IN AMERICA.” The book’s author, 
Richard Wightman Fox, is a professor of history at University 
of Southern California.  The COL group meets at 1:00pm 
each Friday in Room 15 at St. Mark’s UMC. Visitors are 
always welcomed. For more information, contact the COL 
coordinator, Bob Rimstidt, rrimstidt@yahoo.com.

RECONCILING  
MINISTRIES

ST. MARK’S 
QUILTERS 

AND 
CRAFTERS

CONVERSATIONS 
ON 
LIFE 

MEN’S GROUP 
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TUESDAY, JUNE 25, 7:00PM, ROOM 10
CARE MINISTRY CHOIR
Heather Narducci and Charlie Matson would like to launch a 
new care ministry for St. Mark’s - a small group of singers who 
would learn a few easy hymns and folk songs to share with 
members of our church who are homebound. The blessings 
could be great even though the time commitment would 
be light - one practice and one visit each month. If you are 
interested in taking part or just have some suggestions, please 
come to the initial information and brainstorming meeting or 
contact either Heather, Charlie, or the church office. 

ST. MARK’S UNITED METHODIST WOMEN (UMW) 
JUNE MEETINGS: ALL WOMEN ARE INVITED! 
All the women of St. Mark’s, whether members, regular 
attenders, or visitors, are invited to join one of the three St. 
Mark’s UMW circles. The UMW of United Methodist Church is a 
group of women who totally support 109 missions for women 
and children around the world. Consider one of our circles 
that meets at a convenient time for you to attend. The circle 
meetings will not meet in June, July, or August. 

ADDITIONAL UNITED METHODIST WOMEN’S GROUPS 
YOU MIGHT LIKE TO JOIN: 

• Shoebox Project, Tuesday, June 4, 10:30AM Garton Hall 
• Food for Thought Book Discussion Groups,  
 will meet again in mid-July (dates to be announced).
 The group will be discussing Global Girlfriends by Stacey  
 Edgar.
• Prayer Shawl Ministry, Tuesday, June 11, 6:30PM  
 Parlor Garton Hall 
• Spring Brunch, Saturday, June 22, 9:30AM Garton Hall
• Executive Committee, Friday, June 28, 9:30AM,  
 Room 12 

Questions? Contact UMW President Nina Taylor, or call the 
church office. 

CARE MINISTRY 
CHOIR

small groups

ST. MARK’S 
UNITED 

METHODIST 
WOMEN 

(UMW)
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APPALACHIA SERVICE PROJECT (ASP) FUNDRAISING OPPORTUNITY 
The Hoosier to Hoosier Community Sale (https://sustain.iu.edu/programs/h2h/index.html) is an 
annual reuse program that diverts reusable items created during the transitional movement of IU 
students and prevents additional resource consumption by selling collected items back to students 
and community members. H2H brings together hundreds of volunteers, raises money for local 
nonprofits, and provides affordable goods for our community.

This year, St. Mark’s Appalachian Service Project has been selected to be one of the non-profit 
compensation partners for the sale. For each volunteer hour served assisting with H2H, ASP will earn 
$10 to fund our mission trip in July and part of next year’s trip as well. 

Here’s how the entire St. Mark’s community can help. Anyone from the church or the community 
can help us raise funds by simply signing up on line for a shift on SignUpGenius at https://bit.
ly/2X8sWZ0, and then selecting St. Mark’s ASP as the beneficiary for your volunteer hours. You can 
volunteer as an individual or put together a group of people to help. 

Volunteers can choose to help with pickups from off campus housing on Saturdays, sort and set up 
the sale items at The Warehouse at 1525 S. Rogers Street, or help with all kinds of tasks on sale day 
on August 24, 2019.  See the online signup site for more information about dates and tasks. Your 
time will help a great program like H2H while also supporting the St Mark’s service trip to Appalachia!

SUNDAY MORNING BREAKFAST FELLOWSHIP 
Our breakfast event each Sunday continues to grow in popularity. It has become a great way to start 
the morning, to meet new people, and to provide a deep welcome to all who come our way. It is also 
a great way for those groups who help provide breakfast to receive free-will donations for their own 
mission effort or a cause they value. Sign up today in Garton Hall to provide breakfast on a future 
Sunday. Contact the church office or our breakfast coordinator, Christine Conrad, at 812-961-2959 or 
silent2hear@gmail.com.

LEARN, GROW, INSPIRE - AND BE INSPIRED!
JOIN A SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHING TEAM, 
ONE SUNDAY A MONTH
Children’s Ministries is looking for a few more adults to join our teaching team! Our area of greatest 
need is in our 1st/2nd grade classroom. The Bible story and activities are already planned out and 
the room is set up. We are looking for individuals to serve only one Sunday a month facilitating the 
activities, and getting to hang out with some really cool kids! Please contact Alayna at stmarksdcm@ 
gmail.com if you are interested.

service opportunities
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sundays at st. mark’s

BREAKFAST and MORE
We share breakfast together with
Live Music, Activities for Children, 

Fellowship, and More...

9:00AM–10:15AM Garton Hall

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL
Pilgrims

Nomads
Bible Banter

9:15AM
9:30AM
9:30AM

Room 12
Room 10
Room 11

INFANT & TODDLER CARE
(Contact the church office
if 9:30am care is needed)

10:15AM–11:30AM Room 24
Room 25

SANCTUARY WORSHIP 
SERVICE

10:30AM Sanctuary

CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
SUNDAY SCHOOL

10:30AM–11:30AM

Preschool-Kindergarten Room 22
1st and 2nd Grade Room 4
3rd and 4th Grade Room 9
5th and 6th Grade Room 3

7th-12th Grade Room 1



-13- june, 2019upcoming@St. Mark’s

adult sunday school classes

BIBLE BANTER
The Bible Banter class uses the Scripture text for the morning’s sermon as a discussion-starter. 
Looking at the passage in its larger context, and sometimes exploring a bit of Bible-writing history, 
we offer thoughts on what the morning’s sermon might look like, based on the Scripture the pastor 
has selected. We leave time to discuss implications of the Scripture on our own lives, and often find 
ourselves delving into topics that wind up far afield from the morning’s original topic. You are invited 
to bring some coffee/breakfast from Garton Hall into Room 11 at 9:30AM and join the conversation. 

NOMADS
In June, the Nomads class will begin a new discussion series using the new book by Barbara Brown 
Taylor, an episcopal priest, teacher, and favorite contemporary author of Jimmy Moore. This book, 
entitled Holy Envy: Finding God in the Faith of Others, is based on the author’s experiences “teaching 
the world’s religions to undergraduates in Baptist-saturated rural Georgia, revealing how God 
delights in confounding our expectations.” 
 
All are welcome to join our informal discussions, even without reading along in the book. We meet in 
room 10 at 9:30.

PILGRIMS
In June, Pilgrims Class is using Dr Amy-Jill Levine’s video lecture series titled “Great Figures of the New 
Testament” to look at some famous and some not so famous figures in the Bible.

Depending on the needs and interests of the evangelists and their communities, these figures of 
the earliest years of the church have been remembered in various ways.  What one Gospel chose 
to highlight, another ignores and what one canonical text mentions in passing, later tradition 
substantially develops.

In June, Dr Levine’s lecture topics include:  The Virgin Mary; Joseph, Magi and Shepherds; Peter: John 
and James, the Sons of Zebedee; and Martha, Mary and Lazarus. 
 
Pilgrims meets in Room 12 at 9:15AM on Sunday morning.  We welcome any and all at any point in 
the lectures series for the presentation and resulting discussions.



-14-upcoming@St. Mark’s june, 2019

looking ahead to july

WEDNESDAY, 
JULY 3, 

4:30–10:00PM, 
BUCCETO’S

DINE & DONATE AT BUCCETO’S!
BENEFITS ST. MARK’S NURSERY SCHOOL & KINDERGARTEN

When you dine in or carry out from either Bloomington Bucceto’s, 
between 4:30pm and closing at 10:00pm, mention St. Mark’s Nursery 
School and Kindergarten and 20% of the total you spend will be donated 
to the Nursery School and Kindergarten! Can’t make it this month? No 
problem. This “Dine and Donate” opportunity occurs the first Wednesday 
of each month.

COMMUNITY KITCHEN AND BACKPACK 
BUDDIES SUMMER PROGRAMS  

Community Kitchen of Monroe County provides weekend food through 
Backpack Buddies during the school year. St Mark’s has faithfully provided 
food to Backpack Buddies through our food collection on the first Sunday 
of each month. Soon school will be out for the summer, and many families 
will struggle with food insecurity during the summer months. With 
children at home, food costs increase. To alleviate this burden, Community 
Kitchen will provide a sack lunch each Monday – Friday to children in 
low-income neighborhoods throughout the summer, feeding over 200 
children daily. 

Community Kitchen needs help from the community to deal with the 
added expenses of this sack lunch program. They are asking for financial 
donations to support the need for food, staffing, and the delivery costs of 
gas and vehicle maintenance. Additionally, this program will require 30 
volunteers per week in the summer. You can make a financial donation 
by making a check out to St Mark’s with “Summer Food Program” in the 
memo. For volunteer opportunities, contact the Community Kitchen at 
812-332 0999, monroecommunitykitchen.com 
 



-15- june, 2019upcoming@St. Mark’s

ST .  M A R K ’ S  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I ST  C H U R C H
 Pastors Reverend Jimmy Moore 
  Reverend Mary Beth Morgan
 Lay Leaders Andy Cron  &  Trina Mescher
 Children’s Ministries Contact Mary Beth Morgan
  or Alayna Gray
 Director of Youth Ministries Rodney Long
 Director of Music Ministries Gerry Sousa
 Children’s and Youth Music Aaron Comforty
 Organist Pamela Freeman
 Finance Director Natalie LeBeau
 Administrative Assistant  Claire Schaffer
 Custodians Dennis Morgan, Jeff Wyatt, 
  Terry Hamm

ST. MARK’S NURSERY SCHOOL & KINDERGARTEN
 Director Sierra Roussos
 Assistant Director Robin Cole
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St. Mark’s United Methodist Church of Bloomington, Indiana 
is an inclusive community, bringing Christ-like love, healing and hope to all.

 We embrace the United Methodist ideal of Open Hearts, Open Minds and Open Doors 
by welcoming those of all races, cultures, faith traditions, 

sexual orientations, and gender identities.

S t .  M a r k ’ S  U n i t e d  M e t h o d i S t  C h U r C h
100 N. State Road 46 Bypass,  Bloomington, Indiana  47408  
812.332.5788      Office@smumc.church      www.smumc.church

about 
upcoming@St. Mark’s

upcoming@St. Mark’s is published each month as an information resource and guide to the activities and events 

within and around the St. Mark’s church community.  Copies are distributed along with the Sunday worship bulletin 

at the beginning of each month.  Additional copies are available at the Welcome Center Desk, at the main entrances 

to the building, or by contacting the Church Office.  An online copy can be viewed and downloaded from our church 

website (www.smumc.church). To submit articles for publication, please contact the church office.  

Deadline for submission of articles for the July issue is June 22.


