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A note from our pastors...
March 2, 2019
Dear St. Mark’s Community,
This was a very difficult week as we followed the results of the General Conference of the
United Methodist Church in St. Louis. Both the One Church Plan and the Simple Plan were
defeated. The Traditional Plan was approved by a vote of 438-384. This plan maintains
the prohibitions in the United Methodist Church of same-gender unions or marriages and
ordination into the clergy of non-heterosexual persons. The Traditional Plan is awaiting
review by the Judicial Council in late April, as many aspects of the plan were previously
rules unconstitutional. There is still much unknown.
Yet with this vote, there is a deep ache shared by many in our church family and scores of
others in the denomination. We are grieving both for the church, and especially with those
of you, with whom we share in church life at St. Mark’s, who identify as LGBTQI. While
we can never fully know the pain of another, we are committed to sharing this journey
together and are here in any way we can be of support. We are honored and blessed to
share in faith, life and ministry together and will continue to do so.
We are grateful for the ways so many individuals, in our St. Mark’s community, stayed
informed of what was happening at General Conference, engaged in conversations, sent
letters and e-mails to delegates, and supported us as we attended the General Conference
as observers.
If any of you wish to come talk with either of us, please let us know. We would welcome
the opportunity. There are many conversations yet to have. You are all dear to us and we
will walk through this together embracing our welcome statement and striving to live the
ideal of Open Mind, Open Hearts and Open Doors.
In Christ’s name,
Mary Beth and Jimmy.
PS. If you go online to our website (smumc.church), you can find this link of a useful
summary for the General Conference. https://www.umnews.org/en/news/gc2019-mapsp //
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LENT

with open and loving hearts...

THE SEASON OF LENT:
STORIES OF THE OPENING OF THE HEART
For generations, many churches have observed the season of Lent, those forty days (excluding
Sundays) which precede Easter. The Season of Lent commences with the Ash Wednesday services.
In the early history of Christianity, it was a time of preparation for those who were to be baptized
on Easter. Lenten practice is rooted in the conviction that something redemptive should happen
to us during these sacred days. Many contemporary Christians consider it a time to “give up” some
habit to make room for spiritual growth, to adopt some new Christian practice, undertake new or
renewed acts of mercy and justice, and to be more consistent in prayer and devotion. In short, Lent
invites us to open our hearts to the possibility of change and transformation.
In our Sunday worship services during Lent at St. Mark’s this year, our theme will be “Stories of the
Opening of the Heart.” Through biblical reflection, prayer and personal stories of how others have
seen powerful changes of mind and heart, we will seek together to be people who live with open
and loving hearts. And we will ask ourselves what practices can undertake during Lent will help us
grow in faith, both personally and in our church community. Our prayer is that this Lenten season
will empower us to bless the world in God’s name.

CREATION CARE
LENTEN PRACTICE SUGGESTIONS
The Creation Care Team is suggesting that the members of St. Mark’s try one or both of the
following “sacrifices” during Lent this year:
• Reduce your use of plastic - it will help reduce the damage plastic is doing to sea life around
the world. Try the practice of noticing a different plastic item each day that you hold, if
only for a moment. Consider how it could have been avoided. For example, try avoiding
plastic shopping bags during Lent by taking reusable bags along when you go shopping.
The Creation Care Team will help in this effort by setting up a table in Garton Hall during
Lent where members of the congregation can leave their excess reusable bags for use by
those members & visitors who need more bags for their grocery shopping. Another related
practice: Select food items, such as peanut butter, which are sold in glass jars instead of
plastic ones.
• Reduce your consumption of red meat - it will help conserve the earth’s fresh water & will
reduce greenhouse gas emissions. For example, try a veggie burger or turkey sausage this
Lent if you have not done so before. Or cook a big pan that favorite chicken casserole or
squash soup you haven’t done in many months.
upcoming@St. Mark’s
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...we begin the journey.

LENT

MARDI GRAS PANCAKE DINNER
TUESDAY, MARCH 5, 5-7:00PM IN GARTON HALL
HOSTED BY OPERATION FRIENDSHIP (OF) &
APPALACHIA SERVICE PROJECT (ASP)
Enjoy a pancake dinner, hosted by Appalachia Service Project and Operation
Friendship, on Fat Tuesday/Mardi Gras, the day before Ash Wednesday and the
beginning of Lent. Eat in Garton Hall or get carry-out meals. There will be music,
activity tables for children and more! There is no charge, but donations will go to
ASP and OF to support the work and travel of these St. Mark’s groups. ASP travels
to Appalachia each summer to help with home repair and construction. OF is
an international youth travel exchange program. A number of youth from the
St. Mark’s chapter traveled abroad last summer, and are now preparing for our
international guests this summer. Plan to be here for this great event for all ages!

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 6, NOON AND 7:00PM, SANCTUARY
As we begin our 2019 Lenten journey, all are invited to gather together in the Sanctuary for an Ash
Wednesday service at either noon or 7:00pm. Reverend Jimmy Moore will lead these services of
word, music, reflection, and the imposition of the ashes.
The noon service will be brief to enable those who are on their lunch hour to participate. The
Chancel Choir and the Handbell Choir will join the 7:00pm service. Childcare will be available at the
7:00pm by contacting the church office.

upcoming@St. Mark’s
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MEET AND GREET
SUNDAY,
MARCH 3
7:00PM
ROOM 8

Are you new to St. Mark’s, or have you been here for a while, and wish
to learn more about our church community? You are warmly invited to
a Meet and Greet following worship on Sunday, March 3. The pastors
and some of the lay leaders from St. Mark’s will be in Room 8 (South
Side of Garton Hall) for this opportunity to get to know one another
and about St. Mark’s. We’ll have light snacks and warm hospitality
available. We hope to see you on March 3!

MASTER’S RECITAL BY RODNEY LONG
SUNDAY,
MARCH 3
7:00PM
FORD HALL, IU

Rodney Long, our Director of Youth Ministries, invites the St Mark’s
community to his Master’s Recital. Taking place just a few days post
black history month, this recital will feature many compositions and
arrangements by African American composers, along with other gems in
the classical repertoire. It will take place in Ford-Crawford Hall located at
the Jacobs School of Music in the Simon Music Building and admission is
free. A helpful map can be found on the church website.

DINE & DONATE AT BUCCETO’S!
BENEFITS ST. MARK’S NURSERY SCHOOL &
KINDERGARTEN
WEDNESDAY,
MARCH 6
4:30–10:00PM
BUCCETO’S

When you dine in or carry out from either Bloomington Bucceto’s,
between 4:30pm and closing at 10:00pm, mention St. Mark’s Nursery
School and Kindergarten and 20% of the total you spend will be donated
to the Nursery School and Kindergarten! Can’t make it this month? No
problem. This “Dine and Donate” opportunity occurs the first Wednesday
of each month..

BLOOMINGTON AREA UMC CHURCHES:
LENTEN MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFASTS
Men, make your plans to join with men from other local United Methodist
churches for Lenten Prayer Breakfasts. The Breakfast Schedule through the
Lenten season is as follows:
MARCH 9
ARLINGTON UMC
MARCH 16
ELLETTSVILLE UMC
`7:30AM: COFFEE
MARCH 23
SOLSBERRY UMC
8:00AM: BREAKFAST
MARCH 30
ST MARK’S UMC
APRIL 6
CROSS ROADS UMC
APRIL 13
GREENE COUNTY CHAPEL UMC

SATURDAYS,
BEGINNING
MARCH 9

upcoming@St. Mark’s
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TAIZÉ LENTEN WORSHIP SERVICE
AT ST. MARY-OF-THE-WOODS
TUESDAY,
MARCH 12
4:15PM9:30PM

Once again, members of St. Mark’s (along with several of their friends) will
take a short road trip to West Terre Haute to attend an ecumenical service
designed by the Sisters of Providence. These Taizé programs run from
7 - 8 pm sharp. They include short readings, a moment of silent meditation
and songs which will be softly repeated with the help of a few talented
musicians and singers. The theme for this service connects with Lent:
“Light of the World.” Our group will carpool from the south parking lot of
St. Mark’s a 4:15 pm and will stop for dinner in Terre Haute around 5:30.
We will then go to the Church of the Immaculate Conception at St. Maryof-the-Woods. For more information, contact Charlie Matson at (812) 3310413 or matsonhoosier@yahoo.com.

AMAZING GRACE &
THE HYMNS OF ABOLITION
SUNDAY,
MARCH 17
3:00 - 4:00PM
SANCTUARY

It is well known that John Newton, the hymn writer of “Amazing
Grace”, was a slave ship captain before becoming a devoted Christian
who worked to end slavery in England. But few of us know about his
collaboration with William Cowper which produced the popular Olney
Hymns. Join Bruce Martin & Pam Freeman around the piano in the
Sanctuary at 3:00 PM on March 17 to learn about the hymns of abolition.
Bruce will lead us as we sing a few of the best of those lyrics to hymn
music we know well.

YOUTH SMALL GROUPS
SUNDAY,
MARCH 24TH
9:30 AM10:15AM
YOUTH ROOM

All youth, grades 7-12 are invited to take part in small group discussions/
devotional time with Jackie and Rodney in the youth room. You are
welcome to bring in some breakfast from Garton Hall. During February,
we were able to dig into a wide range of subjects such as living as young
Christians, challenges that face you from day- to-day, and took part in
activities that helped us become closer connected to God and to one
another.
We have two small groups; one geared toward young women (led by
Jackie) and one geared toward young men (led by Rodney). However,
youth/ families are always welcome to choose whichever group fits your
needs best. As always, friends are welcome to join. As always, friends are
welcome to join. If there are any questions, please email Rodney Long,
Director of Youth Ministries (rodneylong@smumc.church).

upcoming@St. Mark’s
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3rd-4th GRADERS AND OLDER CHILDREN/

SUNDAYS,
YOUTH INVITED TO RECEIVE BIBLES
MARCH 24 & 31:
BIBLE 101 CLASSES All 3rd & 4th graders, and older children/youth who haven’t yet received
a Bible, are invited to so on Sunday, April 7, in Worship. Mary Beth
SUNDAY,
Morgan will also be offering Bible 101 classes for Bible recipients and
APRIL 7:
their parent(s) or other important adult(s) in their lives on Sundays, March
PRESENTATION OF 24 and 31 at 9:30am in Room 8. If your child would like to receive a Bible,
or if you have questions, contact Mary Beth or Alayna Gray. If you have
BIBLES DURING
10:30AM WORSHIP schedule challenges, please just let us know.

A SHABBAT SERVICE,
WITH AARON COMFORTY IN MUSIC LEADERSHIP
FRIDAY,
MARCH 29,
7:30PM
CONGREGATION
BETH SHALOM

All are welcome to join Congregation Beth Shalom for the Friday night
Shabbat service. Aaron Comforty, St. Mark’s Children’s/Youth Music
Director, will be helping to lead music in the service. Children receiving
Bibles in April, and youth who are considering participating in the
Confirmation process are especially encouraged to attend with family or
other important adult. Please contact Mary Beth Morgan with questions or
for more information.

CHILDREN AND YOUTH PARTICIPATE IN
WORSHIP LEADERSHIP

SUNDAY,
MARCH 31,
IS
SANCTUARY
SUNDAY!

upcoming@St. Mark’s

Children and Youth are welcome to be part of worship leadership any
Sunday. They are especially invited, this month, on Sunday, March 31.
Children and youth are invited to serve by greeting/handing out bulletins,
lighting candles, drawing a picture for the bulletin cover, reading scripture,
leading a prayer, sharing a musical or artistic talent, etc. Please contact
Mary Beth Morgan if your child(ren)/youth would like to participate in
worship leadership, and which role(s) are of interest. Thank you!

NO REGULAR CHILDREN’S OR YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL.
March 31 falls on the 5th Sunday of the month when we invite all children
and youth to experience the full worship service. Children and Youth
Sunday School classes will not meet on March 31. Children’s activity
packets and picture books are available in the back of the sanctuary near
the comfortable rocking chairs. Infant and toddler care continues from
9:30AM– 11:30AM in rooms 24 and 25. For families who wish the option,
childcare will be available for children in preschool through 3rd grade
following the Children’s Moment in the sanctuary worship service.
-6-
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MESSIAH SING-ALONG!
SUNDAY,
MARCH 31,
3:00PM,
IN OUR
SANCTUARY

For over 30 years the Bloomington
Chamber Singers have hosted
a December Sing-along of the
Christmas portions of Handel’s
beloved oratorio, Messiah. The
annual event draws hundreds
of singers and listeners from
throughout the region. Last year,
the group added to their season a
Spring Messiah Sing-along of Parts
2 and 3. As musical and spiritual
meditations during the Lenten
season, these sections depict
the suffering and resurrection of Christ, and humankind’s redemption.
Singers and listeners alike are invited to experience this moving tradition.
Admission is free; donations of canned goods will be collected to benefit
the Community Kitchen of Monroe County. Singers should bring their
own Messiah scores; a limited number will be available for purchase or
loan at the door. Everyone is encouraged to sing the many wonderful
choruses, including “Hallelujah.” Soloists chosen from BCS will sing the
recitatives and the arias. The reading will be conducted by BCS Music
Director (and St. Mark’s Minister of Music) Gerry Sousa. Come experience
this meaningful community tradition, Sunday afternoon, March 31 at 3pm
in our sanctuary.

CELEBRATING UNITY IN OUR DIVERSITY:
A MULTIFAITH WORSHIP SERVICE
SUNDAY,
MARCH 31
4:30PM
BETHEL AME
CHURCH

upcoming@St. Mark’s

After the Messiah Sing, join us for a multifaith worship service with
fellowship to follow at Bethel AME Church, 302 N. Rogers Street.
This service will celebrate the diversity that exists in the religious
community in the Bloomington community. This service is hosted by the
Bloomington Area Interfaith Alliance. Make your plans to worship with us
on Sunday, March 31. Contact Mary Beth Morgan for more information.
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SHOEBOX
PROJECT

TUESDAY, MARCH 5, 10:30AM, GARTON HALL
(NOTE THE CHANGE OF DATE)

Each month, the Shoebox Project of St. Mark’s meets and assembles shoeboxes filled with hygiene products and toys for kids. The shoeboxes are
donated to local agencies such as Middle Way House and Monroe County United Ministries. Everyone is welcome to come and to join the fellowship and fun. We are always in need
of washcloths, combs, toothbrushes, toothpaste, small toys, coloring books, hotel soaps/ shampoos, pencils,
crayons, etc. You can place your donations any time in the basket in Garton Hall located beneath the United
Methodist Women bulletin board.

MONDAY, MARCH 4 & 18, 7:00PM, R00M 11
(EVERY OTHER MONDAY)
This new spiritual support group for patients facing cancer or other
chronic diseases, along with family members and caregivers, will focus
on spiritual support with a Christian and Methodist approach. Our goal is to help each of us thrive on the
days we can ... and survive on the days we are not sure we can. And, do all of that in faith. Meetings will
take place every other Monday. Group facilitators are Dr. Brandt Ludlow and Craig Stewart.

CHRONIC ILLNESS
SUPPORT GROUP

TUESDAY, MARCH 5 AT 7:00PM AT BELL TRACE OR
FRIDAY, MARCH 8 AT 1:30PM IN ST. MARK’S LIBRARY
Have you resolved to do more reading in 2019? Read along with the
readers of the Food for Thought Book Discussion group! Food for
Thought is currently reading MISS BRENDA AND THE LOVELADIES, a heartwarming true story of grace,
God and gumption. It tells the story of one woman’s brush with prison and the community of women
fighting to survive on the outside that resulted from the author’s experience. Join one of the discussion
groups. Contact Linda Crawford at 812-336-2277 or Trina Mescher at 812-336-8261 if you need a copy of
the book.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT
BOOK DISCUSSION
GROUPS

SUNDAY, MARCH 10, 6:00PM (2nd SUNDAY OF EACH MONTH)
MEET THIS MONTH AT BUFFALOUIE’S AT 114 S INDIANA AVE
Enjoy some food & conversation with other folks raising teens. If
you have questions, or would like to be notified by email of future gatherings, contact Dawn Walters
at dquillen@indiana.edu or the church office. All parents of youth (and grandparents & other loving
adults caring for pre-teens and teenagers) are welcome!

PARENTS OF YOUTH
NIGHT

BUDDIES OF ST. FRANCIS WILL NOT MEET IN MARCH.
THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE APRIL 9.
Buddies of St. Francis is a small group experience for those who
love animals and believe that our spirituality is enhanced by their presence in the world and in our
lives. This humans-only gathering will be a time to share stories, reflect, and consider opportunities
for advocacy. Join us on April 9 in room 15 for the next meeting. Contact Jimmy Moore for more
information.

BUDDIES
OF ST. FRANCIS

upcoming@St. Mark’s
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TUESDAY, MARCH 12, 6:30PM
Prayer Shawl Ministry now meets once a month, on the second
Tuesday at 6:30pm. We invite those who knit or crochet to help
provide prayer shawls for those experiencing grief, change,
and life joys. We also make baptism blankets and special projects. Facilitator: Lisa Miller Maidi.

PRAYER SHAWL
MINISTRY

MEAL SHARE FOOD
REPACK

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 13, 5:30PM
Each month, St. Mark’s volunteers go to Hoosier Hills Food Bank to
repack donated food for agencies that provide food for families.

For more information, contact Glenda Murray at glmurray@indiana.edu.
FRIDAY, MARCH 15 & 29,
FIRST & THIRD FRIDAY OF EACH MONTH, 9:00AM, ROOM 4
You are encouraged to join other parents and children for
conversation at The Daytime Parents Group to support one another
through the intense joys and challenges of raising young humans. Bring the kids! There are toys to
entertain them while parents converse. Invite friends, and if it is your first time, contact Abby Brass,
Whitney Sullivan or the church office for more information.

ST. MARK’S DAYTIME
PARENTS GROUP

MONDAY, MARCH 18, 6:30-8:30PM
AVER’S PIZZA BUFFET, 1285 S COLLEGE MALL ROAD, SUITE A
Pub Theology provides a place to relax with food and beverage and
a fun group of thinking disciples to talk a little theology. On Monday, March 18, we will reflect on an
interview with Brian McLaren, former evangelical pastor who is now considered to be a leader in the
Emerging Christian movement. To get the two-part interview, follow the two links below, or email
the church office to ask for copies of the two part interview.
There will also be copies available on the Welcome Center Desk in Garton Hall. We would love to
have you join us for this informal chat.

PUB THEOLOGY

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/tippling/2016/10/30/interview-with-progressive-christian-brian-mclaren/
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/tippling/2016/12/19/interview-progressive-christian-brian-mclaren-part-2/

upcoming@St. Mark’s
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WEDNESDAY, MARCH 27, 5:30-7:00PM
ADULT EVENING PROGRAM WITH SUPPER:
KEN BECKLEY, “MY LIFE AND FAITH JOURNEY”
All are cordially invited to a shared supper (please bring a dish
to share and your table service) and talk by Ken Beckley on his life and faith journey. Ken had a
fourteen-year career in broadcast journalism that included a decade at WRTV, Indianapolis, where
he and Howard Caldwell formed one of the first dual anchor teams in Indiana. Later, Ken served
eighteen years as executive vice president of H.H. Gregg where he was the public face and voice
of the company’s radio and television commercials. In 2002, he came out of retirement to serve as
president and chief executive officer of the Indiana University Alumni Association for five years. In
his “final” retirement, he has authored two fictional novels and is active as a volunteer at IU. He is a
recipient of the Distinguished Alumni Service Award from IU, a Sagamore of the Wabash, and an
inductee in the Indiana Broadcast Pioneers Hall of Fame.

XYZ
eXtra YEARS
OF ZEST

A life-long United Methodist, Ken has shared his faith from church pulpits and in numerous other
settings. He and his wife, Audrey, are members of St. Mark’s.
Bring your quilting or crafts to Room 10 and spend time with others who enjoy these activities. All
skill levels are welcome and encouraged to attend. Contact Patti Wright, or the church office, with
questions.
MEETS EACH WEDNESDAY, 1:00PM IN ROOM 10
Bring your quilting or crafts to Room 10 and spend time with
others who enjoy these activities. All skill levels are welcome and
encouraged to attend.
Contact Patti Wright, or the church office, with questions.

ST. MARK’S QUILTERS
AND CRAFTERS

WOMEN OF WONDER EACH THURSDAY, 11:30AM IN ROOM 11
(NOTE: WILL NOT MEET MARCH 14)
AND FAITH

A group of faithful, journeying women meeting weekly to read
and discuss books on various topics of faith. Beginning March 21,
the group will read DAYS OF AWE AND WONDER: HOW TO BE A CHRISTIAN IN THE TWENTYFIRST CENTURY by Marcus Borg. Please join us as we move along our faith journey, collectively and
individually, as well as build valuable friendships to support each other through life’s many challenges
and joys. Contact the facilitator, Maria Schmidt marschmi@indiana.edu, with questions and to let her
know you are coming.
EVERY FRIDAY, 1:00PM, ROOM 15

CONVERSATIONS
The men’s discussion group, known as Conversations on Life, is
ON LIFE MEN’S GROUP reading and discussing THE FAITHS OF THE FOUNDING FATHERS
by David L. Holmes. The group meets at 1:00pm each Friday in
room 15 at St. Mark’s UMC. Visitors are always welcomed. Facilitator: Bob Rimstidt.

upcoming@St. Mark’s
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ST. MARK’S UNITED METHODIST WOMEN (UMW)
MARCH MEETINGS:
ALL WOMEN ARE INVITED!
All the women of St. Mark’s, whether members, regular attenders,
or visitors, are invited to join one of the three St. Mark’s UMW circles. The UMW of United Methodist
Church is a group of women who totally support 109 missions for women and children around the
world. Whether you are working outside or inside your home (or both), we have a circle that meets at
a convenient time for you to attend. The circle meetings in March are as follows:
 Morning Circle
Tuesday, March 19, 9:30AM
Room 8
 Susanna Wesley Circle
Tuesday, March 19, 2:00PM
Room 8
 Charlene Martin Circle
Wednesday, March 20, 7:00PM
Bell Trace

ST. MARK’S
UNITED METHODIST
WOMEN (UMW)

ADDITIONAL UNITED METHODIST WOMEN’S GROUPS YOU MIGHT LIKE TO JOIN:
 UMW Executive Board, Friday, March 22, 9:30AM
Room 12
 Shoebox Project,
Monday, March 4, 10:30AM
Garton Hall
 Prayer Shawl Ministry,
Tuesday, March 12, 6:30PM
Garton Hall Parlor
 Food for Thought Book Discussion Groups:
Tuesday, March 5, 7:00PM
Bell Trace
Friday, March 8, 1:00PM
St. Mark’s Library
Questions? Contact UMW President Nina Taylor, or call the church office.

service opportunities
SUNDAY MORNING BREAKFAST FELLOWSHIP
Our breakfast event each Sunday continues to grow in popularity. It has become a great way to start
the morning, to meet new people, and to provide a deep welcome to all who come our way. It is also
a great way for those groups who help provide breakfast to receive free-will donations for their own
mission effort or a cause they value. Sign up today in Garton Hall to provide breakfast on a future
Sunday. Contact the church office or our breakfast coordinator, Christine Conrad, at 812-961-2959 or
silent2hear@gmail.com.

LEARN, GROW, INSPIRE - AND BE INSPIRED!
JOIN A SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHING TEAM,
ONE SUNDAY A MONTH
Children’s Ministries is looking for a few more adults to join our teaching team! Our area of greatest
need is in our 1st/2nd grade classroom. The Bible story and activities are already planned out and
the room is set up. We are looking for individuals to serve only one Sunday a month facilitating the
activities, and getting to hang out with some really cool kids! Please contact Alayna at stmarksdcm@
gmail.com if you are interested.

upcoming@St. Mark’s
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sundays at st. mark’s
9:00AM–10:15AM

Garton Hall

9:15AM
9:30AM
9:30AM

Room 12
Room 10
Room 11

10:15AM–11:30AM

Room 24
Room 25

SANCTUARY WORSHIP
SERVICE

10:30AM

Sanctuary

CHILDREN AND YOUTH
SUNDAY SCHOOL

10:30AM–11:30AM

BREAKFAST and MORE
We share breakfast together with
Live Music, Activities for Children,
Fellowship, and More...

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL
Pilgrims
Nomads
Bible Banter

INFANT & TODDLER CARE
(Contact the church office
if 9:30am care is needed)

Preschool-Kindergarten Room 22
1st and 2nd Grade Room 4
3rd and 4th Grade Room 9
5th and 6th Grade Room 3
7th-12th Grade Room 1

upcoming@St. Mark’s
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BIBLE BANTER

The Bible Banter class uses the Scripture text for the morning’s sermon as a discussion-starter.
Looking at the passage in its larger context, and sometimes exploring a bit of Bible-writing history,
we offer thoughts on what the morning’s sermon might look like, based on the Scripture the pastor
has selected. We leave time to discuss implications of the Scripture on our own lives, and often find
ourselves delving into topics that wind up far afield from the morning’s original topic. You are invited
to bring some coffee/breakfast from Garton Hall into Room 11 at 9:30AM and join the conversation.

NOMADS

This month, the Nomads class will be discussing the short essays in the book by best-selling writer
Anne Lamott, ALMOST EVERYTHING: NOTES ON HOPE. Both hilarious and profound, Lamott in this
her most recent book calls for us “to rediscover the nuggets of hope and wisdom that are buried
within us” now and always when uncertainty and despair appear to be overwhelming. All are
welcome to join us for breakfast and lively discussions at 9:30am Sundays in Room 10, with or without
having looked at the book.

PILGRIMS

The Pilgrims class continues the video series The World’s Greatest Churches, looking at churches all
over the world including 20 countries and 5 continents. By examining some of the most beautiful
buildings in the world, we will not only have more insight into masterpieces of architecture, painting
and sculpture but also a deeper understanding of the diversity of Christianity as expressed in its places
of worship and an awareness that a church is in constant dialogue with the community it houses.
Pilgrims meets in Room 13 at 9:15AM on Sunday mornings. We welcome any and all, at any point in
the lecture series, for the video presentation and the resulting discussion.

upcoming@St. Mark’s
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TENTATIVE YOUTH LOCK IN
FRIDAY,
APRIL 5
(TIMES TBA)

Youth, mark your calendars and spread the word: A Spring Lock-In is
in the planning for Friday, April 5th. More details will be forthcoming.
Adults: if you would like to volunteer your time to help out, do a cool
demonstration, lead an engaging discussion, guide a fun activity or have
an interesting idea to share with you, etc., please reach out to Rodney
Long, Director of Youth Ministries (rodneylong@smumc.church).

BACKPACK BUDDIES FOOD COLLECTION
SUNDAY,
APRIL 7

On the first Sunday of every month at the 10:30am worship service, you
are invited to bring food items for the Community Kitchen Backpack
Buddies program. Through this program, each Friday, approximately
(THE FIRST SUNDAY OF 400 children in need from local elementary schools are sent home with a
EACH MONTH)
backpack of food. Children are also provided food during Summer Break.
These backpacks help meet basic weekend food needs of their families. A
list of items requested is below. Please place the Backpack Buddies offering
on the altar in worship on the first Sunday of every month, or you may
leave your items during the week in the collection box in Garton Hall.
Backpack Buddies Food List
• Individual fruit cups (applesauce, tropical fruit, pears, etc.)
• Instant Oatmeal (individual portions)
• Macaroni & Cheese
• Small boxes of cereal
• Easy-to-prepare food items
• Granola/fruit/cereal bars
• Dried fruit (raisins, cranberries, cherries, tropical fruit, etc.)
• Canned or pouch chicken or tuna
• Small bread mixes (cornbread, muffin, biscuit, etc.)

SUNDAY,
APRIL 7
FOLLOWING
10:30AM
WORSHIP

upcoming@St. Mark’s

OPERATION FRIENDSHIP SOUP LUNCH!
Support Operation Friendship and enjoy a bowl of soup after Worship or
place a pre-order and take lunch home with you. Choose from a variety
of delicious soups, grilled cheese sandwiches, and baked goods. All eatin orders include a roll and drink. Carry-out meals can be pre-ordered.
Pre-order forms will be available at the Welcome Desk. Please give your
completed order form to the Operation Friendship Bake Sale table.
Then, pick up your order at the kitchen on Sunday, April 7 after worship.
Operation Friendship (OF) is a travel exchange program for youth with
which St Mark’s has participated for generations.
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Reverend Jimmy Moore
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about
upcoming@St. Mark’s
upcoming@St. Mark’s is published each month as an information resource and guide to the activities and events
within and around the St. Mark’s church community. Copies are distributed along with the Sunday worship bulletin
at the beginning of each month. Additional copies are available at the Welcome Center Desk, at the main entrances
to the building, or by contacting the Church Office. An online copy can be viewed and downloaded from our church
website (www.smumc.church). To submit articles for publication, please contact the church office.

Deadline for submission of articles for the April issue is March 20.
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St. Mark’s United Methodist Church of Bloomington, Indiana
is an inclusive community, bringing Christ-like love, healing and hope to all.
We embrace the United Methodist ideal of Open Hearts, Open Minds and Open Doors
by welcoming those of all races, cultures, faith traditions,
sexual orientations, and gender identities.

ST. MARK’S UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
100 N. State Road 46 Bypass, Bloomington, Indiana 47408
812.332.5788 Office@smumc.church www.smumc.church

