s e p t e m b e r 2019

upcoming@St. Mark’s
the monthly newsletter of St . Mark’s United Methodist Church

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 2019
IN OBSERVANCE OF LABOR DAY,
THE CHURCH BUILDING WILL BE CLOSED
In the case of a pastoral emergency, please call the church office.

STEWARDSHIP KICKOFF
10:30AM WORSHIP AND 11:30AM LUNCH
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 15
John Wesley, the founder of the Methodist movement, once preached a
sermon titled “The Use of Money.” It was a statement of spiritual principles
concerning money and the role it can play in the life of the Christian. His three
points were “Earn All You Can,” “Save All You Can” and “Give All You Can.”
We might dicker with his language, for many would attest that the best job
for them is not necessarily the one which pays them the most money. But his
larger point is this: one of the primary reasons for being usefully employed
in the world is to be able to bless the world with faithfulness and generosity.
Wesley believed that all good gifts come from God, that giving is in the very
nature of God, that generosity joins us to the “least of these” and builds sacred
community. We at St. Mark’s stand with Wesley in these commitments.
The Stewardship Team invites you to join with us for a special worship service,
including jazz with Pat Harbison and others, followed by lunch on September
15th as we celebrate the generosity of the St. Mark’s Community, and the
ministries which it has nurtured. We also want to open our hearts toward
possibilities for the future because ours is a vision of faith and community that
is deeply needed in today’s world. To help us plan for the day, please RSVP if
you are able to stay for lunch. (office@smumc.church, 812-332- 5788).

september events
SUNDAY SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY,
SEPTEMBER 15
10AM-10:25AM

Please make plans to get some breakfast in Garton Hall, and then head
on over to the Children’s Sunday School classrooms between 10:00 and
10:25 am to see what our Sunday morning programming is all about!
This opportunity will allow your child/children to show you around
their classroom, to meet the teachers and for you to see the classroom
set-up and the types of activities that are planned for each week. If your
child/children have not participated in Sunday School in the past, this
would be a good introduction and opportunity to ask questions. For
more information, please contact Alayna Gray at the church office.

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP (WEEKLY MEETING)
WEDNESDAYS,
SEPTEMBER
11 THROUGH
WEDNESDAY,
OCTOBER 23
3:30-5:00PM,
LIBRARY

Alan Wolfelt once wrote, “If we allow ourselves the grace that comes
with love, however, we must allow ourselves the grace that is required
to mourn.” It is in that spirit of love and grace that we offer at St.
Mark’s a new grief support group experience. Beginning Wednesday,
September 11 from 3:30-5:00 PM, Linda Heath and Nita Horrar will offer
this experience to those experiencing grief, new and old.
The group will meet for six weeks, as they both share story and work
through the book by Dr. Wolfelt, titled, Understanding Your Grief. To
indicate your intention to attend, contact the church office or one of the
pastors, and we’ll get you in touch with Linda and Nita.

NEW MEMBER CLASSES

SUNDAYS,
SEPTEMBER
15 & 22
9:30AM
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We will be hosting New Member Classes on Sundays, September 15
and 22, at 9:30am, in Room 15. If you are interested in becoming a new
member, or just want to explore becoming a new member, you are most
welcome. Please contact the church office if you need childcare for the
classes. We will spend time getting to know one another, learning more
about the church and our membership process, exploring questions, and
talking with others about the many ways to get involved in the life and
ministry of St. Mark’s.
Whether you are new to this community or have been a part of St. Mark’s
for many years and are now considering membership, we hope that
you will attend. New members will be received during worship Sunday,
September 29. If you are interested in membership but have a conflict with
class or joining dates, we can work with you and your schedule. We look
forward to sharing this time with you as we continue to grow as a church
community. Contact the church office to sign up, or contact Jimmy Moore
for more information.
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CHILDREN AND YOUTH ARE INVITED TO
PARTICIPATE IN WORSHIP LEADERSHIP
SUNDAY
SEPTEMBER 15
10:30AM
SANCTUARY
WORSHIP

Children and Youth are welcome to be part of worship leadership any
Sunday. They are especially invited, this month, on Sunday, September
15. All children and youth are invited to serve by greeting/handing out
bulletins, lighting candles (acolyte), drawing a picture for the bulletin
cover, reading scripture, leading a prayer, sharing a musical or artistic
talent, helping the ushers, etc. Please contact Mary Beth Morgan if your
child(ren)/youth would like to participate in worship leadership on
September 15, and which role(s) are of interest. Thank you!

MEETING AND CONVERSATION FOR
PARENTS OF PRESCHOOLERS THROUGH
6TH GRADE
FRIDAY,
SEPTEMBER 20
6:30PM,
GARTON HALL

Please join Alayna Gray and Mary Beth Morgan to talk about plans,
hopes and dreams for the upcoming year. We want to hear your ideas
for activities for the children, as well as ways that we can support
parents, and those raising our young ones, through small groups,
Parents Night Out, and other programming/activities. Please feel free to
bring your children with you. We will have childcare available with lots
of fun activities!

CONFIRMATION MEETING FOR ALL 7TH9TH GRADERS & PARENT(S)/OTHER
IMPORTANT ADULT(S)
SUNDAY,
SEPTEMBER 22,
11:30AM
(FOLLOWING
WORSHIP),
ROOM 8
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All 7th – 9th graders (and older youth who have not been confirmed) are
encouraged to join us for lunch and information about the confirmation
process at St. Mark’s. Please bring a parent(s) or other important adult
in your life. All youth are welcome to participate in the confirmation
process, and if they choose, be confirmed next spring. These next
months will include group sessions with Mary Beth, Jimmy and Rodney,
and opportunities for service with others, interfaith worship experiences,
a mentor relationship, one or two retreat experiences, learning from the
faith stories of “cool people to know” and more. We know schedules
are busy, and hope this expanded timeline will help. Please bring your
calendars on September 22. If you cannot come that Sunday, or have
any questions, please contact Mary Beth Morgan or Rodney Long.
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FORUM MEAL & PROGRAM PRESENTATION:
REVEREND MIKE MATHER, AUTHOR AND
PASTOR OF INDIANAPOLIS BROADWAY
UMC

WEDNESDAY,
SEPTEMBER 25,
IN GARTON HALL
POTLUCK MEAL
(5:30PM) AND
PROGRAM
PRESENTATION
(6:15PM)

“FORUM” (Formerly XYZ) is a program with a pot luck dinner and
presentations of important topics by members of the St. Mark’s
Community, as well as those from Bloomington and beyond. This
month’s presenter is Mike Mather, who is the pastor at Broadway
United Methodist Church in Indianapolis. It is his second tenure at
Broadway. He served there from 1986-1991 and then he was sent
to serve another church named Broadway in South Bend. He came
back to the Indianapolis Broadway UMC in 2003. Mike is the author of
Sharing Stories, Shaping Community and the recently published Having
Nothing, Possessing Everything: Finding Abundant Communities in
Unexpected Places. In addition to his work in Indianapolis, Mike often
meets with congregations and communities in the US and abroad on
community development and engagement. Mike will also be available
to sign copies of his book following the meeting. Come at 5:30 if you
wish to take part in the potluck meal. You may choose to come just
for the presentation, which will begin at approximately 6:15. We hope
many folks from the St. Mark’s community come for good conversation
with Mike!

AN UPDATE & CONVERSATION
ON THE FUTURE OF
THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
SUNDAY,
SEPTEMBER 29,
9:30AM10:15AM,
ROOM 8
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All are invited to join Mark Cox and Mary Beth Morgan, who will
have just returned from representing St. Mark’s at the Leadership
Institute in Kansas, which is focused on possibilities for the future of
the denomination. The meeting in Kansas will include many sessions,
including one focusing on proposals coming to General Conference 2020
regarding the future of the denomination and local congregations, a
discussion on the future UMC led by a panel of United Methodist Bishops,
and a strategy session with representatives from each Annual Conference
(Indiana for us). We hope you can join us on September 29, as we all
explore next steps together. If you have questions, please contact Mary
Beth Morgan.
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small groups
ST. MARK’S
QUILTERS
AND
CRAFTERS

WOMEN
OF
WONDER AND FAITH

HANDBELL
RINGERS

CHANCEL
CHOIR

CONVERSATIONS
ON LIFE
MEN’S GROUP
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EVERY WEDNESDAY, 1:00PM-3:00PM, ROOM 10
ST. MARK’S QUILTERS AND CRAFTERS
Bring your quilting or crafts to Room 10 and spend time with
others who enjoy these activities. All skill levels are welcome and
encouraged to attend. Contact Patti Wright, or the church office,
with questions.
EACH THURSDAY, BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 5,
11:30AM, ROOM 12
WOMEN OF WONDER AND FAITH
For this fall semester, Women of Wonder and Faith will read
and discuss INSPIRED: SLAYING GIANTS, WALKING ON WATER,
AND LOVING THE BIBLE AGAIN by Rachel Held Evans. If you
are interested in joining us as we move along our faith journey
together, building valuable friendships as we support each other
through life’s many challenges and joys, please contact Maria
Schmidt (marschmi@indiana.edu).
EVERY THURSDAY, 6:15-7:15PM, SANCTUARY
HANDBELL RINGERS
The handbell choir rehearses each Thursday evening for one
hour and plays in worship one or two Sundays each month. New
or experienced ringers are invited to join at any rehearsal. If you
can count to four, you can probably enjoy playing handbells.
Experience the fellowship with other ringers and the many benefits
of playing music. For more information, contact Gerry Sousa,
Director of Music Ministries (gerrysousa@smumc.church).
EVERY THURSDAY, 7:30PM, CHOIR ROOM
CHANCEL CHOIR
The chancel choir rehearses each Thursday evening for one hour
and sings in worship each Sunday as well as for occasional special
services during the year. Singers are always welcome to join the
choir. No auditions, no pressure, just the joy of making music!
For more information, contact Gerry Sousa (gerrysousa@smumc.
church).
EVERY FRIDAY, 1:00PM, ROOM 15
CONVERSATIONS ON LIFE MEN’S GROUP
The men’s discussion group known as Conversations on Life is
discussing Richard W. Fox’s book JESUS IN AMERICA, a history of
Christianity in the USA. Dr. Fox is a professor of history at University
of Southern California. The group meets at 1:00pm each Friday
in Room 15 at St. Mark’s UMC. Visitors are always welcomed.
Facilitator: Bob Rimstidt
-5-
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small groups
CARE MINISTRY
CHOIR

CHRONIC ILLNESS
SUPPORT GROUP

SHOEBOX
PROJECT

DINE & DONATE
AT BUCCETO’S
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STARTING WED., SEPTEMBER 18, 7:00 PM, CHOIR ROOM
CARE MINISTRY CHOIR
Heather Narducci and Charlie Matson are launching a new care
ministry for St. Mark’s - a small group of singers who would learn
a few easy hymns and folk songs to share with members of our
church community who are homebound. The blessings could be
great even though the time commitment would be light - one
practice and one visit each month.
Heather will be sharing more in a mission moment in the worship
service on Sunday, September 15. The first rehearsal will be held
on September 18 in the choir room. If you are interested in taking
part or just have some suggestions, please contact either Heather,
Charlie, or the church office.
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 16 & 30, 7:00PM, R00M 12
(EVERY OTHER MONDAY-NO MEETING ON LABOR DAY)
CHRONIC ILLNESS SUPPORT GROUP
This spiritual support group for patients facing cancer or other
chronic diseases, along with family members and caregivers, will
focus on spiritual support with a Christian and Methodist approach.
Our goal is to help each of us thrive on the days we can ... and
survive on the days we are not sure we can. And, do all of that
in faith. Meetings will take place every other Monday. Group
facilitators are Dr. Brandt Ludlow and Craig Stewart.
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 10:30AM
SHOEBOX PROJECT
Each month, the Shoebox Project of St. Mark’s meets and assembles
shoeboxes filled with hygiene products and toys for kids. The
shoeboxes are donated to local agencies such as Middle Way
House and Monroe County United Ministries. Everyone is welcome
to come and to join the fellowship and fun. We are always in
need of washcloths, combs, toothbrushes, toothpaste, small toys,
coloring books, hotel soaps/ shampoos, pencils, crayons, etc. You
can place your donations any time in the basket in Garton Hall
located beneath the United Methodist Women bulletin board.
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 4:30PM-CLOSING, BUCCETO’S
DINE & DONATE AT BUCCETO’S: SUPPORT ST. MARK’S
NURSERY SCHOOL & KINDERGARTEN
When you dine in or carry out from either Bloomington Bucceto’s,
between 4:30pm and closing, mention St. Mark’s Nursery School
and Kindergarten and 20% of the total you spend will be donated
to the Nursery School and Kindergarten! Can’t make it this month?
No problem. This “Dine and Donate” opportunity occurs the first
Wednesday of each month.
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small groups
PARENTS OF YOUTH

PRAYER SHAWL
MINISTRY

BUDDIES OF
ST. FRANCIS

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 6:00PM DeANGELO’S (2620 E 3RD ST)
SECOND SUNDAY OF EACH MONTH
PARENTS OF YOUTH
Enjoy some food & conversation with other folks raising teens. If
you have questions, or would like to be on a contact list for future
gatherings, contact the church office. All parents of youth (and
grandparents and other loving adults caring for pre-teens and
teenagers) are welcome! Facilitators: Rachel Fender h.rachel.fender@
gmail.com & Christine Hitchcock chr.christine@gmail.com
Rachel Fender h.rachel.fender@gmail.com & Christine Hitchcock.
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 6:30PM
PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
Prayer Shawl Ministry meets once a month, on the second Tuesday at
6:30pm. We invite those who knit or crochet to help provide prayer
shawls for those experiencing grief, change, and life joys. We also make
baptism blankets and special projects.
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 5:30PM, ROOM 15
BUDDIES OF ST. FRANCIS
Buddies of St. Francis is a small group experience for those who love
animals and believe that our spirituality is enhanced by their presence
in the world and in our lives. This humans-only gathering will be a time
to share stories, reflect, and consider opportunities for advocacy. Join
us. All are welcome. Contact Jimmy Moore for more information.

MEAL SHARE
FOOD REPACK

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 5:30PM
HOOSIER HILLS FOOD BANK MEAL SHARE FOOD REPACK
Each month, St. Mark’s volunteers go to Hoosier Hills Food Bank to repack donated food for agencies that provide food for families. For more
information, contact Glenda Murray at glmurray@indiana.edu.

UNITED METHODIST
WOMEN
(UMW)
ANNUAL SALAD
SMORGASBORD

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 6:00PM, GARTON HALL
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN (UMW)ANNUAL SALAD SMORGASBORD
The UMW Salad Smorgasbord is an opportunity for all women to
gather in fellowship. Please bring a salad to share, as well as your table
service, and plan to have a good time. St. Mark’s UMW Circle members
are encouraged to call and invite someone new to St. Mark’s or someone who usually does not attend UMW events. Offer to pick them up! It
is always such a wonderful meal, program, and fellowship.

upcoming@St. Mark’s
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small groups
PUB
THEOLOGY

PET
BLESSING

UNITED METHODIST
WOMEN
(UMW)
SEPTEMBER EVENTS
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MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 6:30-8:00 PM
PUB THEOLOGY
AVERS EAST PIZZA, 1285 S COLLEGE MALL ROAD, SUITE A
Pub Theology provides a place to relax with food and beverage
and a fun group of thinking disciples to talk a little theology. The
theme for this month’s discussion is “More Things Are Wrought:
Contemporary Reflections on the Act and Effect of Praying.” The
articles we are reading come from a blog post by John Pavlovitz, an
interview by Krista Tippett with theologian Roberta C Bondi, and a
book review of process theologian Marjorie Suchocki’s book titled
God’s Presence: Theological Reflections on Prayer. Contact Jimmy
Moore at jimmymoore@smumc.church or the church office for
copies of the readings. There will also be copies on the registration
desk at church. We would love for you to join us.
.
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 4:00PM, NORTH LAWN OF CHURCH
(WITHIN CIRCLE BY COVERED DRIVE)
PET BLESSING AND COLLECTION FOR PETS ALIVE
This will be a simple, fun time to celebrate our pets as gifts of God.
You are invited to celebrate the animals which enrich our lives at
a pet blessing service at St. Mark’s. We’ll meet on the north lawn
within the circle drive near the front sanctuary doors (the ones
facing the bypass). All are invited to bring furry and non-furry
friends in carriers, cages, or on leashes (and a bag for any pet
messes!). Your pets need to be up-to-date on their vaccinations,
and not have an aggressive history with other pets or people. You
are welcome to invite friends and their pets, as well. If it rains, we
will not hold the service that evening. Throughout September, we
will be collecting donations for Pets Alive nonprofit spay, neuter,
and wellness clinic of Monroe County. For their list of needs, see
the Pets Alive Wishlist on Amazon at https://goo.gl/AgJs9M. A
printed list and a box for donations will be in Garton Hall. For more
information, contact Jimmy Moore at the church office (332-5788)
or at jimmymoore@smumc.church.
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN (UMW) SEPTEMBER EVENTS
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 10:30AM, GARTON HALL
SHOEBOX PROJECT
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 6:30PM, PARLOR
PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 6:15PM, GARTON HALL
SALAD SMORGASBORD
UMW FALL DISTRICT ANNUAL MEETING, DATE AND LOCATION
TO BE DETERMINED
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sundays at st. mark’s
9:00AM–10:15AM

Garton Hall

Pilgrims
Nomads

9:15AM
9:30AM

Room 12
Room 10

Bible Banter

9:30AM

Room 11

10:15AM–11:30AM

Room 24
Room 25

SANCTUARY WORSHIP
SERVICE

10:30AM

Sanctuary

CHILDREN AND YOUTH
SUNDAY SCHOOL

10:30AM–11:30AM
Preschool-Kindergarten

BREAKFAST and MORE
We share breakfast together with
Live Music, Activities for Children,
Fellowship, and More...

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL

INFANT & TODDLER CARE
(Contact the church office
if 9:30am care is needed)

upcoming@St. Mark’s

Room 22

1st and 2nd Grade

Room 4

3rd and 4th Grade

Room 9

5th and 6th Grade

Room 3

7th-12th Grade

Room 1
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adult sunday school classes
PILGRIMS

In September, Pilgrims Class is using Dr Amy-Jill Levine’s video lecture series titled Great Figures of
the New Testament to look at some famous and some not so famous figures in the Bible.
Depending on the needs and interests of the evangelists and their communities, these figures of
the earliest years of the church have been remembered in various ways. What one Gospel chose
to highlight, another ignores and what one canonical text mentions in passing, later tradition
substantially develops. In the next few weeks, Dr Levine’s lecture topics include: Judas Iscariot,
Pontius Pilate, James, Stephen, Philip and the Centurions.
Pilgrims meets in Room 12 at 9:15AM on Sunday morning. We welcome any and all at any point in
the lectures series for the presentation and resulting discussions.

NOMADS

The Nomads class will continue discussing a new book by Barbara Brown Taylor, who has served
as an Episcopal priest, teacher, and as a professor on the faculties of Piedmont College, Columbia
Theological Seminary, Candler School of Theology at Emory University, McAfee School of Theology
at Mercer University, and in the Certificate in Theological Studies program at Arrendale State Prison
for Women in Alto, Georgia. This book, entitled HOLY ENVY: FINDING GOD IN THE FAITH OF
OTHERS, is based on the author’s experiences “teaching the world’s religions to undergraduates in
Baptist-saturated rural Georgia, revealing how God delights in confounding our expectations.” All are
welcome to join our informal discussions, even without reading along in the book. We meet in room
8 at 9:30. On September 29, the class will be participating in the Update and Conversation with Mark
Cox and Mary Beth Morgan.

BIBLE BANTER

The Bible Banter class uses the Scripture text for the morning’s sermon as a discussion-starter.
Looking at the passage in its larger context, and sometimes exploring a bit of Bible-writing history,
we offer thoughts on what the morning’s sermon might look like, based on the Scripture the pastor
has selected. We leave time to discuss implications of the Scripture on our own lives, and often find
ourselves delving into topics that wind up far afield from the morning’s original topic. You are invited
to bring some coffee/breakfast from Garton Hall into Room 11 at 9:30AM and join the conversation.

upcoming@St. Mark’s
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looking ahead to october
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 27, ST. MARK’S NURSERY SCHOOL
50TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION!
10:30AM: SANCTUARY WORSHIP
11:30AM: BIRTHDAY PARTY FOR ALL AGES
Save the date, and spread the word to Nursery School/Kindergarten alumni, teachers, parents,
friends and the greater community!

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 8, 7PM at BELL TRACE OR
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 11, 11AM at REDBUD HILLS
FOOD FOR THOUGHT BOOK DISCUSSION GROUPS
For women participating in the United Methodist Women’s book discussions, the next book to read
is WITHOUT YOU THERE IS NO US. Choose one of these meeting dates/times: Tuesday, October 8,
7p.m. at Bell Trace or Friday, October 11, 11a.m. at Redbud Hills Apts. Contact Linda Crawford or
church office with questions.

BACKPACK BUDDIES FOOD COLLECTION:
OCTOBER 7 (THE FIRST SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH)
On the first Sunday of every month at the 10:30am worship service, you are invited to bring food
items for the Community Kitchen Backpack Buddies program. Through this program, each Friday,
approximately 400 children in need from local elementary schools are sent home with a backpack of
food. These backpacks help meet basic weekend food needs of their families. A list of items requested
is below. Please place the Backpack Buddies offering on the altar in worship on the first Sunday of
every month, or you may leave your items during the week in the collection box in Garton Hall.
Backpack Buddies Food List
• Individual fruit cups (applesauce, tropical fruit, pears, etc.); dried fruit
• Instant oatmeal (individual portions)
• Macaroni & Cheese
• Small boxes of cereal; Granola/fruit/cereal bars
• Easy-to-prepare food items
(instant mashed potatoes, dried soups, beans, meal helpers, rice or pasta meals, etc.)
• Canned or pouch chicken or tuna
• Small bread mixes (cornbread, muffin, biscuit, etc.)

upcoming@St. Mark’s
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IN OBSERVANCE OF LABOR DAY,
THE CHURCH BUILDING WILL BE CLOSED MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 2019.
In the case of a pastoral emergency,
please call the church office.

CHURCH DIRECTORY PHOTOGRAPHY IN OCTOBER
In order to develop an up-to-date church directory, St. Mark’s will offer professional photo
opportunities in October. Reserve a time for your photo portrait on St Mark’s webpage: www.
smumc.church or you may also contact the church office for assistance with scheduling.
Volunteers are also needed. Please contact Claire in the church office to help with this project or to
ask questions.
Photo Dates and Times:
Wednesday, October 9, 2pm-8pm
Thursday, October10, 2pm-8pm
Thursday, October 24, 2pm-8pm
Friday, October 25, 2pm-8pm
Saturday, October 26, 10am-4pm

about
upcoming@St. Mark’s
upcoming@St. Mark’s is published each month as an information resource and guide to the activities and events within and
around the St. Mark’s church community. Copies are distributed along with the Sunday worship bulletin at the beginning of each
month. Additional copies are available at the Welcome Center Desk, at the main entrances to the building, or by contacting the
Church Office. An online copy can be viewed and downloaded from our church website (www.smumc.church). To submit articles
for publication, please contact the church office.

St. Mark’s United Methodist Church of Bloomington, Indiana
is an inclusive community, bringing Christ-like love, healing and hope to all.
We embrace the United Methodist ideal of Open Hearts, Open Minds and Open Doors
by welcoming those of all races, cultures, faith traditions,
sexual orientations, and gender identities.

St. Mark’s United Methodist Church
100 N. State Road 46 Bypass, Bloomington, Indiana 47408
812.332.5788 Office@smumc.church www.smumc.church

