
 
 
 

 
 
Happy October! By now, I’m sure all of your bell choirs are in full swing, 
rehearsing and getting ready for the year ahead. Your Area 1 Board is also in 
full swing, working on events and programs with you in mind.  
 
Thank you to everyone who took the time to fill out the survey that we sent out 
in early September. The Board met on September 15 to look at the results of 
that survey, and now our task is to work on setting priorities and put strategies 
in place to make sure we do what we can to help you get the most out of your 
membership in the months and years to come. Stay tuned to the Fundamental 
Tone for updates on that process. 
 
One of things that came out of that survey is that we may not be 

communicating well enough about some of the programs that we offer.  
 
You may not be aware of it, but Area 1 owns five sets of 3-octaves of handchimes that are available 
for a one-year loan to organizations that are interested in getting a bell program started. We have 
historically offered them to music teachers to have handchimes in schools, but they are not limited to 
that. We have loaned them to homeschool groups, churches that want to start handbell program, and 
others. We provide resource books along with the chimes, and local state chairs are available to help 
in any way they can. Holly Cerullo, our Chime Loaner program chair, has information about the 
program, and applications are available on our website. They generally are loaned beginning in the 
fall, and right now, we still have sets available for 2018-19. If you know of anyone in your community 
that may benefit from these chimes, please let Holly know. She can be reached at 
chimeloaner.area1@handbellmusicians.org. 
 
Speaking of communications, in case you missed it, I am thrilled to announce that Amy Rollins has 
agreed to serve on the Board as our Communications Chair. She will be the point person to make 
sure you get the most up to date information about what’s happening with Area 1 in whatever way 
you look for it, be it in this newsletter, Facebook or our web site. If you have things going on that you 
would like to share, you can reach out to Amy at communications.area1@handbellmusicians.org. 
 
Finally, I’d like to bring your attention to our FREE Fall Skill Building Workshops. We are offering eight 
(count ‘em EIGHT!!) opportunities all over New England in October for you and your handbell friends 
to hone your skills and work on Festival / Conference massed music at the same time! You can find 
details about the dates and locations in this newsletter, and on our web site. We’re offering these for 
free as a benefit to you for being a member of Handbell Musicians of America.  
 
Save the dates of February 1-2, 2019 for the annual Winter Workshop, which once again will be held 
at the UMass/Amherst Campus Center. More information about that will be coming soon, so mark 
your calendars now. 
 
As always, if you have any questions or suggestions about how we can best serve you, I can be 
reached at chair.area1@handbellmusicians.org. 
 
Happy ringing, 
Carlene 
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