
 
 
Hello handbell friends - gosh, what a long year it's been! So many of 
us who LOVE ringing are not only missing hugs but are desperately 
missing ringing - it's our musical hugs. I know "tech" stuff is scary - but 
many of us have been trying at least a little bit of it.  I thought I'd share 
my own experience in case it might help you. Several people have 
already tried using this app - but many have said "how did you do 
that?"  
 
The app we've been using (shared with me by another handbell 
ringer) is called "acapella" (by Mixcord). I know it's geared especially 
for Mac users - but it's quite possible it's also available for other users 

too. It's fairly user friendly - but if you need help (like I did) - there are some YouTube’s that 
walk you through step by step quite nicely.  You can try the app FREE - but you only get 40 
seconds of recording per song - so although that doesn't allow too much music to happen, it's 
at least a way to try it before you buy it.  After that, there is a small monthly fee - i decided it 
was worth it as long as I used it every month! 
 
With acapella, you can do a variety of things - record YOURSELF as a soloist, or with an 
accompanist or with a background recording. You can record YOURSELF playing MANY 
parts - it will allow up to 9 recorded parts. You record each one, one at a time. Usually I either 
play a recording for part one, or I play a piano "rendition", just so I have something to follow 
along as I play each part. As you build up the parts, your piece comes together so easily! 
There is a countdown at the beginning. You are able to set your tempo, and indicate the time 
signature. You can have a "click" track, which keeps your beat nice and steady. You can 
record OVER any part- in case you make a mistake,  (I’ve recorded some parts quite a few 
times!), or in case you want to - for the final part - record over the initial background recording 
that was there to help guide you  (unless that's actually an accompaniment).  You also have 
full control to balance each part as you mix it to perfection!   
 
Once you have decided that you love using acapella, and you "purchase" the "premium" 
package - you have many choices for layouts as well. 
 
Another feature I LOVE is the ability to "collaborate" on a project. For me, that has taken a 
couple of different forms - I have literally had ringers come in one at a time and add their part 
to the mix - while I record them. I have also emailed my basic setup to another person who 
adds their part - and then one more was emailed and added hers too. What a great way to 
make music with friends far away (or with your whole ensemble!). 
 
At the end, I have been saving mine to my "photos" (it's a video) and then I can share as I 
wish. Please remember, when you share online, you MUST have permission to do so (from 
the composer if it's self-published, or from the publisher who holds the copyright). 
 
Let me know if you would like any help with this - I'm not an expert, but I can help find 
answers to questions I don't know the answers to - we learn and grow - and RING 
TOGETHER! 
 
Be well, friends -  
 
Joy Toll-Chandler, Chair-elect Area 1 
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