
 

Happy New Year!!! 
I hope you are healthy in this, the beginning of a New Year! 

Our worlds, handbell and the greater world, have changed so much in 

the last year. And in a great many areas it has been difficult to 

manage those changes. 

I try to maintain a ‘glass half full’ attitude in all things and, admittedly, 

this year has tested me in that regard. 

 
Merriam Webster - Definition of pause 
1: a temporary stop 
2a: a break in a verse 
b: a brief suspension of the voice to indicate the limits and relations of sentences and their 
parts 
3: temporary inaction especially as caused by uncertainty : HESITATION 
4a: the sign denoting a fermata 
b: a mark (such as a period or comma) used in writing or printing to indicate or correspond 
to a pause of voice. 
 

I will admit, the ‘Pause’ we have been through has given me the time to experience some 

opportunities I would have not had or made time for in the past. I have had the time and 

opportunity to explore other hobbies and more time to devote to my photography and pursuing 

my business venture. Currently I have had my art accepted into two local juried shows and 

some additional opportunities have become available for me. So what has this to do with 

handbells and ringing you ask? Nothing. But it has helped me keep my focus. It has helped me 

keep mentally healthy. It has helped me to look forward.   

As reported earlier, Diane Burke had invited me to guest in one of her groups. Unfortunately, 

that was short lived for a variety of reasons, with covid heading the list. This opportunity is still 

very much in my future, however. 

Other groups that had been meeting and ringing in RI and elsewhere in Area 1 have curtailed 

their activities but plan on resuming in some way in the spring.  

And what I have I been doing musically? I have never had the opportunity to study music 

theory. I attended Jane Nolan’s Music Theory workshop at the last FC and have continued with 

online courses. I have dragged out my old keyboard and my accordion (yeah, my accordion!) 

and have been noodling around with them. If nothing else I will improve my sight reading skills! 

 

I would like to report that we will be scheduling Handbell Camp and RI’s  5th  Annual Holiday 

Handbell Spectacular, but with the uncertainty of the vaccine scheduling, etc. it is difficult to 

plan for these events. 

 

Carlene Rusenberg, Area 1’s event Chair, has plans for a virtual event this spring – please 

read her article included in this Fundamental Tone.   

 

Area 1’s Board has continued holding our meetings on Zoom. 
 

So what have you been doing with yourself during this pause? 
What do you anticipate your involvement in handbells to be when things normalize? 

 

Please email me with your news for the next RI update in the April Fundamental Tone. 
 

Thank you and be safe! 
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