
 

Bells Ringing in the Pandemic 
By Jane Nolan 

 
Many of our churches are not holding worship services during the 
Covid 19 pandemic. However, some churches are live streaming 
services, or posting services on YouTube. While we are limited to the 
number of people we can have gathered at one time, there is quite a 
selection of handbell music available for a very small number of 
people. We all know that music adds so much to a worship service.  

There are solos played off the table, or on a bell tree. These can also 
be accompanied on a keyboard. There are duets with very few, if any, shared bells, that can 
be played with a 6 ft. distance between ringers. Some of these are also accompanied on a 
keyboard. There are numerous publications with selections for 12 bells. These could be played 
with as few as 3 ringers behind music stands, set 6 ft. apart. If your church services are live 
streamed, you can play this music live during the service. If prerecorded, you can record your 
selection at any time and add it to the service presentation later. You might even offer to do 
this for another local church, who might be broadcasting their services, if your church is not 
broadcasting a worship service. All of this can be done while safe distancing, using your own 
clean gloves over sanitized hands and wearing masks. With a little more work, you might even 
“zoom” a rehearsal with a limited number of ringers, and possibly an accompanist.    

It goes without saying that you only try this with ringers who have not been exposed to the 
virus, have not traveled recently, are feeling well, and do not have a fever. 

At this time we especially need to think “out of the box”.  So, take some bells out of their boxes, 
and either have people pick up bells and music from church at an assigned time to take home 
to “zoom” a rehearsal, or get together at church, staying a safe distance apart, and share your 
love of ringing with others. 

Some duet selections I have used are: 

  Alleluia – STEP98-02 arr. by Howard Gould and Ann Nethery 

    www.sonologymusic.com  

  Five Duets of Praise -   Arr. by Douglas E. Wagner 

    Hope Publishing 

  Five Hymn Tune Duets II – Arr. By Douglas E. Wagner 

    Hope Publishing 

 

 

http://www.sonologymusic.com/

