
 

We had a very successful 2018 Spring Ring.  All of our participants enjoyed Jane Nolan as our Massed Ringing conductor.   

 

Connecting with Connecticut 

Connecticut Spring Ring:  March 30, 2019 

Handbell choirs and individual ringers are invited to come together for the 
Connecticut Spring Ring on Saturday, March 30, 2019, at the Haddam-
Killingworth Middle School on Rt. 81 in Killingworth CT.  The Spring Ring 
provides an opportunity for ringers to meet, share experiences, have fun, and 
develop musicianship and ringing skills. The event is open to all ringers; 
individuals, small groups, partial, and complete choirs are all welcome, as 
long as the choir or director has a membership in Handbell Musicians of 

America.  Cost is $15 per person.  Youth choir members are welcomed, but they must be accompanied 
by chaperones.  Non-ringing chaperones will not be charged a participation fee. 

This year we are very excited to welcome David Harris, Director of the Raleigh Ringers, as our Clinician.  
In order to maximize our time with him, we will be concentrating on massed ringing rehearsal and not 
offer workshops.  Dave will, however, be available for a discussion time with directors during the lunch 
hour. 

The program for the day will begin at 9:00 (set-up and registration at 8:15.)  The closing concert will be 
at 3:00, featuring the massed ringing selections, as well as individual bell choirs, small ensembles, or solo 
ringers who would like to present a selection of music. 

Groups attending must bring their own equipment:  tables, pads, covers, bells, chimes, mallets, and 
music.  Each person must complete his/her own registration, and the Director/Coordinator should 
complete the information for the group.  (The membership number of the Director may be used by all 
members of the bell choir.)  The Director/Coordinator should note if your group is able to include any 
orphan ringers.  Individuals who are attending without their group (“orphans”), please let us know if you 
would like to be included with another group, and what your preference for bell positions are. 

No meals are provided, but bottled water will be available.  Please bring your own lunch and snacks. 

Clinician 

David M. Harris has been the director of The Raleigh Ringers since January 1990, when he was 
instrumental in the formation of the group.  The Raleigh Ringers is an internationally acclaimed, 
advanced community handbell choir based in Raleigh, North Carolina; and we had the excitement of 
having them featured at our Festival Conference. 

David studied music while earning a degree in computer science at the Pennsylvania State University 
and has received private instruction in conducting from Dr. William A. Payn of Bucknell University. David 
was the director of the handbell program at Hudson Memorial Presbyterian Church.  He chaired the 
national committee that planned the very first Community/ Professional Handbell Choir event, Pinnacle 
2000, which was held in Las Vegas, Nevada. 

Music Selections 

Dave has selected the following pieces for the event.  The first two are part of the 2019 Festival 
Conference repertoire, and the third is one which the Raleigh Ringers have recently recorded for the 
Lorenz demo.  All three can also be used in your Lenten/Easter bell programs.  Please purchase and 
begin rehearsing them before the Spring Ring. 

NOTES FROM CONNECTICUT 

 

 

  



Allegro Spiritoso / Underwood (AGEHR AG23028:2-3 oct; AG35261:3-5 oct) 

Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds /arr. Moklebust (Concordia MCO977488) 

Ah, Holy Jesus / arr. Eithun (Lorenz 20-2094L) 

Festival Conference 

Looking beyond March, we are all excited that there will finally be a Festival Conference in Connecticut!  
June 27-June 30 we will be at the University of Hartford in West Hartford. 

Our clinicians will be Cathy Moklebust (Bronze, Copper) and Kevin McChesney (Tins and Mass), and the 
opening concert will be by Forté.  Based in Colorado Springs, Forté is an advanced quartet marked by 
artistry, energy, and dedication to their craft. 

The closing concert, featuring all the hundreds of handbells ringers performing the music they have 
been rehearsing, will be Sunday afternoon.  And this time, it’s close enough to invite your family and 
friends to come and see what it’s all about! 

I hope to see many of our Connecticut choirs there!  The registrations link will be up on the website 
(along with lots of other good information—you should check it out!)   
 

Any questions?  Contact Mobby Larson, CT Chair 

ct.area1@handbellmusicians.org 

 

http://area1.handbellmusicians.org/festival-conference/#Conductors
http://area1.handbellmusicians.org/festival-conference/#OpeningConcert

