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Greetings from your MA State Chair.  

I hope you have had a great start with your fall rehearsals and musical 
offerings, whether church based or community related. Now we are in the 
midst of, and gearing up for, the winter holiday season, which for many will 
be Advent and Christmas music, and for me an Epiphany concert on January 
6. There is such a wonderful wealth of handbell music to share with others. 
The October “Skill Building and Holiday Repertoire Reading” workshops in 
Acton were very inspiring. Great instructors in the morning classes, and 
wonderful music to sight read in the afternoon. Diane Burke has a knack for 
selecting a beautiful mix of music for all levels and interests, and directing us 
through each piece. For those of you who attended the Area1 Skill Building 
workshops, there were great clinicians who guided you through the 
interpretation of music that will be part of the Festival Conference repertoire. 

Every time you and your ringers get a chance to participate in any handbell workshop or other ringing 
experiences, you and your program grow. So, what is on the horizon?  

Winter Workshop, February 1-2, 2019 for directors and ringers, at the UMass/ Amherst Campus Center. 
Be sure to read this Fundamental Tone edition and check the Area1 website for more information.  

MA Spring Ring, April 6, 2019 at Tewksbury Memorial High School. We have moved the start time to 
10:00AM with the concert start at 3:00PM. This will allow groups from greater distance to be able to return 
home earlier. Guest clinician will be Dan Moore, from RI, and the repertoire will be from Festival Conference 
music.  

MASSED 1. Make Me An Instrument of Thy Peace (Kevin McChesney) MJHS9296  
     2. Inception (Jason Krug) MLC202020L 3-5 octaves, MLC202021L 2-3 octaves Lorenz publishing 

COPPERS 1. Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds (Cathy Moklebust) MCO977488 Concordia Publishing 
TINS 1. Andante Maestoso (Kevin McChesney) Full Score MBEHB180, MBEHB180A Handbell Sco- re, 
MBEHB180B instrumental score Beckenhorst Press  

Area 1 Festival/Conference June 27-30, 2019 at University of Hartford, West Hartford, CT. Kevin 
McChesney and Cathy Moklebust will be the guest conductors. You can bring your entire group or just a 
few ringers. You can sign up as an “orphan” and be assigned to a group that is looking for another ringer or 
two, or you can apply for the Bronze division orphan choir. There are many opportunities to participate. 

I would still like to hear about your handbell choir, whether large or small. Let me know a little about you and 
your group. Please send me an email to: ma.area1@handbellmusicians.org  

 

 Now, if you have a chance and desire to hear some lovely holiday handbell music by community groups 
who enjoy sharing their ringing talents, be sure to check out the web sites for Back Bay Ringers, Merrimack 
Valley Ringers, and New England Ringers. Each group is different and unique in their style and 
presentation. And if you attend an MVR concert, please come up after the concert and speak to me. I would 
love to see or meet you!  
 

Wishing you all a joyful holiday season and a very Merry Christmas! 
Sue Lee 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
NEWS FROM BACK BAY RINGERS 
  
The holiday season is always a busy and joyful season for Back Bay Ringers. We are looking forward to 

sharing our exciting program this year with audiences in the greater Boston area. The first half of our 

program is based on the classic soundtrack to Charlie Brown’s Christmas. Hart Morris arranged three of the 

Vince Guaraldi’s iconic selections for the Raleigh Ringers, and BBR has obtained the rights to perform them 

this holiday season. Included in the first half will be Skating, Linus and Lucy, Christmastime Is Here, plus 

arrangements of Hark the Herald Angels Sing, Greensleeves, and of course Schroeder’s classic Für Elise. 

The second half of our program has a few surprises, but you will have to come and hear those for yourself. 

(Hint, you might be upsot if you miss this concert!) Check out our website at www.backbayringers.org to 

purchase concert tickets.  

 

NOTES FROM MASSACHUSETTS 

 

http://www.backbayringers.org/

