
 
Greetings!  
 
As I write this, I realize that this is my last column in the 
Fundamental Tone as Chair of Area 1. Whenever a “last” thing 
comes up, it seems to be a cause for reflection and looking back. I 
suppose this will be no different. I’m proud of the two years that I 
have served as Chair, mostly spending time getting to know you, as 
handbell ringers and directors, all over New England. I’ve tried to 
attend as many Spring Rings as I could, all of which have been 
unique and fun. We have some very talented clinicians in Area 1, 
whose love of making music with handbells is infectious. I’ve also 
been impressed by all of the people that I’ve met who are new to 
handbell ringing and have come to our events to learn more and 
challenge themselves to try new things. 
 

I mostly want to express my thanks to all of the members of the Board who have contributed countless 
volunteer hours to making sure that Area 1 is the best resource that we can be to all handbell 
musicians. A special THANK YOU goes to Jane Nolan, who has been our Membership Chair for more 
years than we can count. She has always been the first line of contact to all new members, extending a 
personal word of welcome, and offering help and support along the way. She has been so generous 
with her time and commitment to Handbell Musicians of America, I don’t think we’ll ever be able to 
express our gratitude adequately. Thank you, Jane, for all you have done as Membership Chair! 
 
I also want to express my deepest thanks to all of the State Chairs: Pat Pranger (VT), Joan Fossum 
(NH), Sue Evans (ME), Sue Lee (MA), Donna Horan (RI) and Mobby Larson (CT). You also spend a lot 
of untold hours contacting members in your states with updates of handbell happenings, and planning 
your Spring Rings, and all of the other jobs in between. We couldn’t function as an organization without 
you!! I especially want to thank Mobby Larson for her years of service, and doing it with such 
cheerfulness and thoroughness. We appreciate all you have done. Bridget Scarlato has agreed to 
serve as Connecticut State Chair upon Mobby’s resignation, and I believe the handbell musicians in 
Connecticut will be in good hands. I’m sad to report, also, that Joan Fossum is stepping down as New 
Hampshire state chair. On behalf of the Board, I also can’t thank you enough for the countless hours 
you have volunteered for this organization. You have been a special mentor for me, and for all of the 
other newbies on the Board with your insights and institutional knowledge.  Thank you, Joan! 
 
Finally, I want to thank Cheryl Harger for her six years as Treasurer, and keeping us honest and on 
track financially. We are fortunate to be continually in the black every year, and that’s in large part due 
to your watchful eye on the budget. Thank you, Cheryl!  
 
And a big THANK YOU goes to Krishna Ersson, who is ending his terms as chair. You didn’t get much 
time to get your feet wet as Chair-Elect before becoming Chair, but you stepped up to the plate with 
grace and integrity and you have been great at steering us in new and creative ways. I appreciate all 
your work on this year’s Festival / Conference, and am sure it will be one of the best yet. Thank you, 
Krishna! 
 
So with all of these leave-takings and goodbyes, it’s time to look ahead to what we have in store for the 
next two years. I’m looking forward to continue to work with Lisa Arnold, who is stepping up from Chair-
Elect to Chair, and Diane Burke, who will be serving her second two-year term as Secretary. And a big 
hearty welcome to Joy Toll-Chandler, our newly elected Chair-Elect, and Matt Sczurek, our newly 
elected Treasurer! Congratulations to all! 
 
It has been a pleasure and an honor to serve the past two years as your Chair. It has brought to me 
great joy in seeing everyone’s love for this instrument, and the community that it brings. It truly ‘unites 
people through a musical art!’ I’m looking forward to seeing many of you in Hartford! 
 
Musically yours, 
Carlene Ruesenberg 
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