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A couple years ago, I had seen an ad for a ringing rack in the “Vibrations” catalog that I get in the mail. It was a 

wooden, ”A”-frame design, about 5 or 6 feet tall, almost shaped like a swing set without the swings. A woman 

was standing beside it with a pair of mallets in her hands. The handbells were hanging from this ringing rack 

and apparently they were played by striking them with the mallets. The idea intrigued me, but as I recall they 

were asking about $1100 for this rack, and that was way out of my price range. 

Last summer, I decided to try to build my own ringing rack, with the same general idea, only smaller. I built it 

out of plywood, mostly “rescued” from the town’s transfer station. The base measures 8 inches wide and 48 

inches long. I was able to find a heavy-duty piece of plywood for the base, 5 plies thick and probably the 

leftover from someone’s flooring project. I needed to go to the hardware store for a 1 ½ inch diameter wood 

dowel that I use to hang the bells on.  The two sides are the same grade plywood as the base. Between what I 

paid for the dowel and the hardware to attach it into the frame, I paid around $15. 

The hardest part to make was the dowel for hanging the bells. I’ve got a table saw and I cut one side of the 

dowel so that it’s “D” shaped on the end instead of round. I also got two large carriage bolts and hack sawed 

the heads off these. This left about a two inch long threaded rod. Then I drilled holes in each end of the wood 

dowel and epoxied the threaded rods into either end. I used a pair of wing nuts to secure the dowel into the 

rack and this makes it easy to set the dowel in the rack and tighten it up.  

When I load the bells into the rack, first I line up all the bells I need. A pew with a seat cushion works well. I 

turn the handles so they’re all facing the same way, 

with the bell insignia facing away from me and with the 

openings in the plastic handles all lined up. I can 

pass the dowel through the handles, almost like a 

skewer for shish-kabob. Having the dowel cut in 

the “D” shape makes this easy as long as the flat side 

of the dowel is towards you. I keep the rims of the 

bell castings at least half an inch apart so they don’t 

clang together while I’m ringing them with 

the mallets. Then I lift the dowel up, bells 

and all, and set it in the rack. I can slide 

bells, side to side, to adjust the spacing between them. Once I rotate the dowel ¼ turn, so the flat side of the 

“D” is facing down, it puts tension on the inside of the bell handle and keeps them from swinging in the other 

direction. The final step is to tighten up the wing nuts to hold everything in place. 

Performance-wise, I can solo ring quite a bit faster than I could ever do with weaving and this gives me a lot 

more options when it comes to different rhythms. There’s also no way to damp the bells, suspended as they 

are, but I’ve had many people say they like the sound. No foam is required, I can set the rack up in a variety of 

different locations, I can ring from a seated position, and empty it weighs less than 10 pounds.  Once I get 

going, and all the bells are vibrating together, I can actually feel the sound waves bouncing off my chest!  

This 48 inch long rack will hold at least an octave of bells. I’ve had as many as 12 bells in it at once, depending 

on which bells I’m using. The dowel needs to be at least 12 inches above the base in order to fit the C4 bell. 

I’ve also had better luck with the heavier bass bells, just because their own weight keeps them from moving 

around too much when they’re struck. The treble bells, E5 and higher, tend to jiggle around more because 

they’re lightweight. I’ve tried to add a second dowel to correct this, but I’m still not where it needs to be yet. 

Still, I can take 90% of the music from the hymnal, move the melody line down an octave, and solo ring it in 

church. One downside is that once the rack is loaded up with bells for a particular piece of music, it would be 

difficult to change the bells in the middle of a church service for a different song. 

I feel that anyone can build a rack like this. A table saw and an electric drill were the only power tools I needed. 

I’m also happy to share any of my information to those who want to build one of their own. 

Bells set up for "Every Time I Feel the Spirit" 


