
Welcome to our Sunday Worship[image: pasted-image.tiff]
The Fourth Sunday of Lent, Year C
March 30, 2025     10:00 a.m.     Rite II

PRELUDE: Come Thou Font		Arr. Fairbanks    

SURELY THE PRESENCE		Worship #131
 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN: My faith looks up to thee		Worship #419 

OPENING ACCLAMATION
Celebrant		Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins.
People			His mercy endures for ever.

Hear the commandments of God to his people: I am the Lord your God who brought you out of bondage. You shall have no other gods but me.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not make for yourself any idol.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not invoke with malice the Name of the Lord your God.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

Remember the Sabbath Day and keep it holy.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

Honor your father and your mother.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not commit murder.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not commit adultery.
Amen. Lord have mercy.


You shall not steal.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not be a false witness.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not covet anything that belongs to your neighbor.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Celebrant
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

TRISAGION		Hymnal S-102
Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy Immortal One, have mercy upon us.

Celebrant		The Lord be with you.
People			And also with you.
Let us pray
Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to be the true bread which gives life to the world:  Evermore give us this bread, that he may live in us, and we in him; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.

FIRST READING: Joshua 5.9-12
From the very words of the Lord, to the ceasing of the provision of manna, the first feast of Passover kept in the promised land of Canaan was clearly a turning point for the Israelites.               

The LORD said to Joshua, "Today I have rolled away from you the disgrace of Egypt."  And so that place is called Gilgal to this day.  While the Israelites were camped in Gilgal they kept the passover in the evening on the fourteenth day of the month in the plains of Jericho.  On the day after the passover, on that very day, they ate the produce of the land, unleavened cakes and parched grain.  The manna ceased on the day they ate the produce of the land, and the Israelites no longer had manna; they ate the crops of the land of Canaan that year.

Reader		The Word of the Lord.
People		Thanks be to God.
 
Psalm 32 (from The Book of Common Prayer) 
The relation of sickness to sin was a common assumption for all people in ancient times.  This psalm reflects that attitude.  While we no longer accept such limited view of sickness, we may still reflect upon the penitence with which every sinner approaches God.

1  Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, *
 	and whose sin is put away!
 2  Happy are they to whom the LORD imputes no guilt, *
 	and in whose spirit there is no guile!
3  While I held my tongue, my bones withered away, *
 	because of my groaning all day long.
4  For your hand was heavy upon me day and night; *
 	my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer.
5  Then I acknowledged my sin to you, *
 	and did not conceal my guilt.
6  I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD.” *
 	Then you forgave me the guilt of my sin.
7  Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of trouble; *
 	when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them.
8  You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from trouble; *
 	you surround me with shouts of deliverance.
9  “I will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go; *
 	I will guide you with my eye.
10  Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding; *
 	who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will not stay near you.”
11  Great are the tribulations of the wicked; *
 	but mercy embraces those who trust in the LORD.
12  Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the LORD; *
 	shout for joy, all who are true of heart.

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 5.16-21
Paul believed that because we have been given a new relationship with God through Christ, we are now God’s representatives in the world, even the universe.

From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way.  So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new!  All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us.  So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.  For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

Reader		The Word of the Lord.
People		Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL VERSE: Praise and honor, honor and glory, glory to you Lord Jesus Christ.

GOSPEL READING: Luke 15.1-3, 11b-32	
Jesus rejected the advice of friendly Pharisees that he escape the imminent danger of Herod’s persecution.  Knowing full well the risks it entailed, he had determined to end his challenge to Israel’s establishment only in Jerusalem.  The pathos of his words about the holy city showed how much he cared about the ancient traditions of his people.

Celebrant		The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People			Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus].  And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, "This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them."  So he told them this parable:    …"There was a man who had two sons.  The younger of them said to his father, 'Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.'  So he divided his property between them.  A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute living.  When he had spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout that country, and he began to be in need.  So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs.  He would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything.  But when he came to himself he said, 'How many of my father's hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger!  I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, "Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired hands."'  So he set off and went to his father.  But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him.  Then the son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.'  But the father said to his slaves, 'Quickly, bring out a robe--the best one--and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet.  And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!'  And they began to celebrate.  Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he heard music and dancing.  He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on.  He replied, 'Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.'  Then he became angry and refused to go in.  His father came out and began to plead with him.  But he answered his father, ‘Listen!  For all these years I have been working like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my friends.  But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!'  Then the father said to him, 'Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours.  But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.’"

Celebrant		The Gospel of the Lord.
People			Praise to you, Lord Christ.

GRADUAL VERSE: Praise and honor, honor and glory, glory to you Lord Jesus Christ.
 
 THE NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.

For all people in their daily life and work;
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.

For this community, the nation, and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.

For the just and proper use of your creation;
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.

For The Province of the Anglican Church of the Congo, and for the the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.

For Sean, our Presiding Bishop; Doug, our Bishop; Tom, our Rector; Mary our Deacon; and for all bishops and other ministers;
For all who serve God in his Church.

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. Hear us, Lord;
For your mercy is great.

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. We remember especially those celebrating the anniversary of their birth; and those celebrating the anniversary of their marriage. We will exalt you, O God our King;
And praise your Name for ever and ever.

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
Who put their trust in you.

Grant us grace fearlessly to contend against evil and to make no peace with oppression; and, that we may reverently use our freedom, help us to employ it in the maintenance of justice in our communities and among the nations, and nurture victims of violence and warfare throughout your world, to the glory of your Name, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

THE PEACE
Celebrant		The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People			And also with you.
 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM: The Gift of Love     				  

DOXOLOGY: Praise God from whom all blessings flow                 Old 100th
  
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Celebrant		The Lord be with you.
People			And also with you.
Celebrant		Lift up your hearts.
People			We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant		Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People			It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Celebrant
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, you bid your faithful people cleanse their hearts, and prepare with joy for the Paschal feast; that, fervent in prayer and in works of mercy, and renewed by your Word and Sacraments, they may come to the fullness of grace which you have prepared for those who love you. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:





SANCTUS: Hymnal S-130		
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full, full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us, mercy on us.
Bread of Life, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us, mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, grant us peace, grant us peace.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE HOLY COMMUNION

COMMUNION HYMN: One Bread, One Body		Worship #689 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

BLESSING

FINAL HYMN: The Old Rugged Cross		Worship #260 
  
Let us pray.
Almighty and everlasting God, make our parish of St Paul's truly a community of prayer and belonging. Raise up in our midst the resources and leadership which will enable us to act upon what you would have us do, in this place and in a ministry of love and concern for others. Open my mind and heart to discern what you would have me do; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

DISMISSAL
People     Thanks be to God.






Welcome visitors!

 We are glad you have joined us for worship today. Please join us for coffee and fellowship in Trinity Hall after the service.

Celebrant and Preacher			The Rev. Dr. Tom Thoeni
Eucharistic Minister(s)			Michael Moore
Lector						
Intercessor					
Usher(s)					Gary & Paulette Dickerson 

Active Altar Guild Members: Judy Allen, Lee Barron, Rose Porembo, Nancy Smith, Mia Tajawandee, Cindy Tysiak.
Honorary Altar Guild Members: Linda Condon, Melene and Ray Davila, Joan Menslage, Carol O’Connell, Tootie Steineger.

Rector						The Rev Dr Thomas Thoeni
Deacon					The Rev Dr Mary Abrams, seasonal
Administrative Assistant			Betty Hernandez
Sexton						Gary Dickerson
Music Director				Jacquie Scaduto

Senior Warden	  Diane Augustus                 	Junior Warden     Julio Albino                  
Clerk 		Charlene Connolly			Treasurer	      Rose Porembo
                                                                
Vestry: Tom Connolly, Mary Lou Dogoloff, Paul Nelson, Jeannie Smith, Murray Smith, Jack LaRose
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