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The Second Sunday of Easter, Year C
April 27, 2025	10:00 a.m.	Rite II

PRELUDE:  This is the Day the Lord has Made		Psalm 118/Haugen         

SURELY THE PRESENCE		Worship #131
 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN: Christ the Lord is risen today 		Worship #288 

OPENING ACCLAMATION
Celebrant		Alleluia. The Lord is risen.
People			The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.

Celebrant 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

SONG OF PRAISE: Gloria
Refrain
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.

Refrain
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.

Refrain

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Refrain

Celebrant		The Lord be with you.
People			And also with you.
Celebrant		Let us pray.
Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established the new covenant of reconciliation:  Grant that all who have been reborn into the fellowship of Christ’s Body may show forth in their lives what they profess by their faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

[bookmark: _Hlk196294237]FIRST READING:  Acts 5.27-32
This incident must have taken place relatively soon after the resurrection.  It illustrates the opposition to the preaching of the Gospel by the same religious authorities who had opposed Jesus and arranged his execution at the hands of the Romans.  In disobeying the orders of the Sanhedrin, the high council of Israel’s religious establishment, the apostles claimed to have a higher, divine authority for what they did.  Through the centuries many Christians have faced such challenges concerning their loyalties.

When [the captain and the officers] had brought [the apostles], they had them stand before the council.  The high priest questioned them, saying, "We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and you are determined to bring this man's blood on us."  But Peter and the apostles answered, "We must obey God rather than any human authority.  The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree.  God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior that he might give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins.  And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey him."




Reader		Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People		Thanks be to God.

Psalm 150 (from The Book of Common Prayer) 
In six short verses this liturgical psalm summons praise to God eleven times.  It also presents us with answers to four questions:  where, why, how and who is to offer this praise.  A shout of praise, “Hallelujah!” frames these exhortations so appropriate for the Easter season.

1  Hallelujah!  Praise GOD in his holy temple; *
 	praise him in the firmament of his power.
2  Praise him for his mighty acts; *
 	praise him for his excellent greatness.
3  Praise him with the blast of the ram's-horn; *
 	Praise him with lyre and harp.
4  Praise him with timbrel and dance; *
 	praise him with strings and pipe.
5  Praise him with resounding cymbals; *
 	praise him with loud-clanging cymbals.
6  Let everything that has breath *
 	praise the LORD.  Hallelujah!       



THE SECOND READING: Revelation 1.4-8
John addresses seven brief letters to churches in the province of Asia (now western Turkey) in the first part of Revelation.  The sacred and divine number seven, the symbol for wholeness, represents the fullness of God’s activity and power.  The passage also celebrates the crucifixion, resurrection and return of Jesus to the messianic community, the Church.  As such it serves as a summary of the whole gospel proclaimed by the apostles.     

John to the seven churches that are in Asia:  Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.  To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, and made us to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever.  Amen.  Look!   He is coming with the clouds; every eye will see him, even those who pierced him; and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail.  So it is to be.  Amen.  "I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.

Reader		Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People		Thanks be to God.
 
SEQUENCE HYMN: Now the green blade rises		Worship 311.1  		

THE GOSPEL READING:  John 20.19-31
The story of Thomas’ doubt about Jesus’ resurrection has a very relevant message for us who still wrestle with our faith.  The passage probably was the original ending Gospel of John.
 
Gospeler		The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People			Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you."  After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side.  Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.  Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you.  As the Father has sent me, so I send you."  When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit.  If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained."  But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came.  So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord."  But he said to them, "Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe."  A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them.  Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you."  Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my hands.  Reach out your hand and put it in my side.  Do not doubt but believe."  Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my God!"  Jesus said to him, "Have you believed because you have seen me?  Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe."  Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book.  But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.

Gospeler		The Gospel of the Lord.
People			Praise to you, Lord Christ.

SEQUENCE HYMN: Now the green blade rises		Worship 311.2  		

THE SERMON
 
THE NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
 
[bookmark: _Hlk196294477]THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.

For all people in their daily life and work; For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.

For our President, our Governor, our County Commissioners, and for all those who advise our leaders, for this community, the nation, and the world; For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.

For the just and proper use of your creation; For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.

For the peace and unity of the Church of God, especially The Church of the Province of the Indian Ocean; For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.

For Sean, our Presiding Bishop; Doug, our Bishop; Tom, our Rector; Mary, our Deacon; and for all bishops and other ministers; For all who serve God in his Church.

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.
The People may add their own petitions

Hear us, Lord; For your mercy is great.

We offer you thanksgivings for those celebrating the anniversary of their birth, especially especially Lee Perry, Tom Holman, Lynne Kennedy, and Lee Wieber; and for those celebrating the anniversary of the marriage, especially especially Gerald and Cynthia Tysiak. We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.
The People may add their own thanksgivings

We will exalt you, O God our King; And praise your Name for ever and ever.

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.
The People may add their own petitions

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; Who put their trust in you.

Grant us grace fearlessly to contend against evil and to make no peace with oppression; and, that we may reverently use our freedom, help us to employ it in the maintenance of justice in our communities and among the nations, and nurture victims of violence and warfare throughout your world, to the glory of your Name, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

THE PEACE

Celebrant		The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People			And also with you.

The Holy Communion
  
OFFERTORY HYMN: Seek ye first 		Worship #349     				  

DOXOLOGY: Praise God from whom all blessings flow                 Old 100th




 
The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer B

Celebrant		The Lord be with you.
People			And also with you.
Celebrant		Lift up your hearts.
People			We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant		Let us give thanks to the Lord.
People			It is right to give our thanks and praise.
 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious  resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us everlasting life.

SANCTUS		Hymnal S-130	
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full, full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

We remember his death, we proclaim his resurrection, we await his coming in glory;

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with the Blessed Virgin Mary, Blessed Joseph, Blessed Paul, and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray,

THE LORD’S PRAYER		Worship #740
		
DISTRIBUTION OF THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 
COMMUNION HYMN: You satisfy the hungry heart		Worship #705  
 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

BLESSING
 
POST-COMMUNION HYMN: Alleluia, alleluia, hearts to heaven		Worship #289   
 
Let us pray.
Almighty and everlasting God, make our parish of St Paul's truly a community of prayer and belonging. Raise up in our midst the resources and leadership which will enable us to act upon what you would have us do, in this place and in a ministry of love and concern for others. Open my mind and heart to discern what you would have me do; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

DISMISSAL
People     Thanks be to God. 




Welcome visitors!
We are glad you have joined us for worship today. Please join us for coffee and fellowship in Trinity Hall after the service.

Celebrant and Preacher		The Rev. Dr. Tom Thoeni
Eucharistic Minister(s)		Philip Lindquist, Dianne Kiehl
Lector					Pauline Suss
Intercessor				Steve Carnell
Usher(s)				Mary Ellen & Lee Wieber

Active Altar Guild Members: Judy Allen, Joan Allison, Diane Augustus, Carol O’Connell, Rose Porembo, Mia Tajawandee, & Cindy Tysiak.
Honorary Altar Guild Members: Linda Condon, Melene and Ray Davila, Joan Menslage, & Tootie Steineger.

Rector					The Rev. Dr. Thomas Thoeni
Deacon				The Rev. Dr. Mary Abrams, seasonal
Administrative Assistant		Betty Hernandez
Sexton					Gary Dickerson
Music Director			Jacquie Scaduto

Senior Warden Diane Augustus  		         	 Junior Warden Julio Albino  	             
 Clerk Charlene Connolly
Treasurer	Rose Porembo
Vestry: Tom Connolly, Mary Lou Dogoloff, Paul Nelson, Jeannie Smith, Murray Smith, Jack LaRose.
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Welcome to our worship 

The Second Sunday of Easter, Year C 

April 27, 2025 10:00 a.m. Rite II 

 

PRELUDE:  This is the Day the Lord has Made  Psalm 118/Haugen          

 

SURELY THE PRESENCE  Worship #131 

  

PROCESSIONAL HYMN: Christ the Lord is risen today   Worship #288  

 

OPENING ACCLAMATION 

Celebrant  Alleluia. The Lord is risen. 

People   The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

 

Celebrant  

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse 

the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 

worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

SONG OF PRAISE: Gloria 

Refrain 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 

 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we 

praise you for your glory. 

 

Refrain 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 

world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 

 

Refrain 

 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus 

Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

