
Why?  Lifelong Learning. Why? 
  
I think I am a perpetual four-year old. Why?  Exactly.  Like a curious and constantly 
learning child, I have always wanted to know the why, even when I wasn’t supposed to 
ask “why,” as when I was in the military.  Many things in the armed forces have 
procedures and rules, and one of the most important things is “chain of command” which 
can stop curiosity along the way.  However, even then, I would sometimes ask why and 
actually a few minor procedures had changed in my unit.  The military helped pay for my 
college and helped me mature and grow. Delta Kappa Gamma has helped me pay for 
college and grow as well.  During my first master’s degree, I received a couple of DKG 
international and Alpha Delta State scholarships/grants. I am grateful for the support both 
organizations have given me.  Not just the financial support, but the awarding of those 
funds is an indicator from others I am doing the right thing.  They are looking at lifelong 
learning through a separate evaluation process with a set of criteria and validating that I 
have taken the correct path.  
  
I have been teaching science for 23 years. Over the past 16 years I have been drawn to 
the workings in student services, mostly working with school counselors.  Things like 
scheduling, course development, movement of students, EMIS coding, etc., have been 
areas of the job that seemed interesting to me.  Many times, I have assisted student 
(pupil) services in these areas, especially matching courses with EMIS coding and 
teacher certification. With this growing interest, I started exploring a school counseling 
program, but realized most school counselors are performing duties outside of their 
training.  They are counselors!  I am so excited to be taking courses at the University of 
the Cumberlands in the administration field of Director of Pupil Personnel.  I never thought 
I would be on this journey, as I love working in the classroom and bringing science to 
students, but I think I have found a second home in DPP, and I am thankful for ADSOEF 
for the support and faith that I am going where I need to go.  I am a lifelong learner, always 
asking “why,” and this Lifelong Learning Award is greatly appreciated. 
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