
 
HPED would like to welcome the Kelly Center to Haverford Township. Tom Kelly, the 

founder of Kelly Music for Life opened The Kelly Center, at 4 East Eagle Road, as a welcoming 
venue for musicians and all residents. They began a soft opening earlier this summer with a few 
concerts and events and will have a grand opening in September.  

Tom grew up around the Haverford area and has lived here in Havertown for over 30 
years. In 1989, he started his own company called Kelly Music Research, which is an 
independent radio station consultancy.  

Tom began volunteering in the Haverford community in 2011 as the director of the 
Haverford Music Festival. The goal of the project was to help create a cultural and artistic 
thumbprint for the Township. After the festival, he wanted to do more music festivals throughout 
the year and thus he created the Kelly Music for Life foundation, which strives to “serve 
Haverford Township and surrounding communities through its network of strategic partners, 
local community leadership, sponsors, the music industry, performers, local businesses and 
regional media outlets”. Currently, this non-profit organization funds music programs in local 
schools and at the library. They also fund food banks and others initiatives in the Township.  

A few years ago, Tom got the idea to open a brick and mortar location. He created the 
Kelly Center to provide a space for the Haverford community to congregate, work and play. 
Along with having community events like concerts, one of Tom’s main goals for this center is to 
provide after school programming for middle school and high schoolers. He wants this center to 
provide opportunities for aspiring young musicians by having after school matinee shows where 
students can showcase their work. Through the Kelly Center, Tom is fulfilling his desire to “do 
something meaningful and give back [to the community]”.  

Over the past couple months The Kelly Center has done a soft opening, with a few 
performances such as hosting a CD-release event for Jesse Lowe, an aspiring young jazz 
musicians from Haverford. The grand opening is planned for sometime in September. In 
addition to a variety of concerts, Tom has lots of great ideas for future events, like a comedy 
night, an opera on tap workshop, poetry readings, open mic performances and children’s story 
times. 

For more information about the Kelly Center and to see their full calendar of events, visit 
their website: https://kellycenter.org  

https://kellymusicforlife.org/about-us/

