
 
                               

 

 

 

UPDATE ON WILDFIRES AND AIR QUALITY 

 

August 20, 2020 
 

 
Given the wildfires in the mountains on both sides of our Diocese and the poor air quality, we want to 
provide you with an update as well as information and resources that are available. 
 
As of noon on Thursday, August 20th, none of our parishes or schools are located within any of the 
evacuation zones. There are three parishes, a mission, and one school within two miles of the 
evacuation zone: St. Elizabeth of Portugal Parish in Milpitas, St. Victor Parish and School in San Jose, St. 
Brother Albert Chmielowski Polish Mission in San Jose and St. Francis of Assisi Parish in San Jose. St. 
John Vianney Parish and School in San Jose are surrounded by an evacuation zone. Although they are 
located within the city limits, their neighborhood is mostly incorporated.  
 
BACKGROUND 
THE SCU LIGHTNING COMPLEX is 20+ separate large lightning-caused wildfires across four counties in 
the Diablo Mountain Range east of San Jose. More than 6,000 structures are within the evacuation 
zones. The official map of the evacuation zones for the SCU Lighting Complex can be found HERE. 
 
THE CZU AUGUST LIGHTNING COMPLEX is also 20+ separate large lightning-caused wildfire fires burning 
in southern San Mateo County and Northern Santa Cruz County in the Santa Cruz Mountains. Over 
22,000 people in several mountain communities have been evacuated or are under a warning. The 
official map of the evacuation zones for the CZU August Lightning Complex can be found HERE. 
 
THE AIR QUALITY throughout the Diocese continues to be unhealthy, due to smoke from the 
surrounding fires. Smoke can irritate the eyes and airways, causing coughing, a dry scratchy throat and 
irritated sinuses. People with respiratory illnesses are particularly susceptible to smoke in the air and 
should take extra precautions to avoid exposure. Air quality may improve or get worse quickly. You can 
check the air quality for our area at airnow.gov. Here is the air quality forecast for the next five days: 
 

 

 



RESOURCES 
 
Below are the EPA Air Quality Index and diocesan guidelines for making decisions regarding: 

 The presence of parish staff and volunteers, school faculty and staff as well as in-person 
preschools on your campus. 

 In-Person Masses this weekend and whether these should be cancelled or an additional 
reminder to parishioners who have compromised health systems to stay home and participate 
in live streamed mass 
 

 
 
Evacuation Resource Centers 
Santa Clara County evacuees should go to the following Evacuation Resource Centers for assistance. The 
resource center is staffed by the American Red Cross and serves to assess the needs of individuals and 
families impacted by the evacuations and determine appropriate resources. It is not a shelter but serves 
to assist residents with temporary relocation. 

 Milpitas Library, 160 N. Main Street, Milpitas CA  95035 
 Ann Sobrato High School, 401 Burnett Avenue, Morgan Hill 

 
Santa Cruz and San Mateo Counties evacuees should go to the following Evacuation Resource Centers: 

 Half Moon Bay High School, 1 Lewis Foster Drive, Half Moon Bay 
 Santa Cruz County Fairground, 2601 E. Lake Avenue, Watsonville 
 Santa Cruz Civic Auditorium, 307 Church Street, Santa Cruz 

 
If someone, regardless of citizenship, is need of immediate sheltering support/assistance due to any of 
the wildfires, they should contact the American Red Cross at 866-272-2237 
 
Please note the text alerts are not precise and usually go to a broader audience. If someone gets a 
text alert about an evacuation, they need to go to the CalFire Incident website to determine if they 
are actually in an evacuation zone.  
 
For evacuation orders and incident updates: 

 Follow CAL FIRE SCU Twitter  for the SCU Lightning Complex 
 Follow CAL FIRE CZU Twitter for the CZU Lightning Complex   



 Visit CAL FIRE SCU Lightning Complex Incident Page 
 Visit CAL FIRE CZU August Lightning Complex Incident Page 
 Visit Santa Clara County Emergency Management Wildfire Update Page 

 
 
Preparing for Wildfire and Evacuating During COVID-19 | PDF Format 
Wildfire Prep - English 
Wildfire Prep - Spanish 

Wildfire Prep - Vietnamese 
Wildfire Prep - Chinese 

Wildfire Prep - Korean 

 
Power Outage Safety Checklist | PDF Format  
Power Outage - English 
Power Outage - Spanish 

Power Outage - Vietnamese 
Power Outage - Chinese 

Power Outage - Korean 

 
 
Join us in praying for thousands affected by many fast-moving wildfires sweeping through Northern 
California as well as the firefighters and first responders.  

St. Florian, patron saint of firefighters, pray for us! 

 


