
Local and Regional Food Systems

Local and Regional Food Systems 
at USDA

Tricia Kovacs



Local and Regional Food Systems

What is a local/regional food system?

▪ Food is raised, produced, aggregated, stored, processed, 
and distributed in the locality or region where the final 
product is marketed to consumers

▪ Consumers receive information at the point of purchase 
about where the food’s locality

▪ Community accrues the benefits of the system and its 
products
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Why local and regional food?

▪ Increases in sales and demand 

▪ Benefits to producers, 
communities, and rural 
economies

▪ Local food economies support 
small and independent 
businesses

▪ Local and regional food 
contributes to resilient 
communities and food security
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Why local and regional food?

▪ In mainstream supply chains, 
farmers retain only 17.4 cents 
of the consumer food dollar on 
average

▪ In “short” supply chains, local 
producers received up to seven 
times the share of the retail 
price compared to mainstream 
chains
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Farmers Market 

Promotion Program 

(FMPP)

ams.usda.gov/services/grants/fmpp

• Increase access to locally and 

regionally produced agricultural 

products

• Develop direct producer-to-

consumer market opportunities by 

providing outreach, training, and 

technical assistance to domestic 

farmers markets, roadside stands, 

community-supported agriculture 

programs, and agritourism activities
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Local Food Promotion 

Program (LFPP)

ams.usda.gov/services/grants/lfpp

• Offers grant funds with a 25% 

match to support the development 

and expansion of local and 

regional food business enterprises 

to increase domestic consumption 

of, and access to, locally and 

regionally produced agricultural 

products

– LFPP Planning Grants

– LFPP Implementation Grants
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Regional Food System 

Partnerships (RFSP) 

ams.usda.gov/services/grants/rfsp

• Supports partnerships that 

connect public and private 

resources to plan and 

develop local or regional food 

systems. The program 

focuses on strengthening the 

viability and resilience of 

regional food economies 

through collaboration and 

coordination. LFPP Planning 

Grants

– Planning and Design 

Projects

– Implementation and 

Expansion Projects
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Value Added Producer Grants
• Rural Development Grant Program

• Helps agricultural producers enter 

into value-added activities related to 

processing and/or marketing of bio-

based, value-added products

• Grant and matching funds can be 

used for planning activities or for 

working capital expenses related to 

producing and marketing a value-

added agricultural product

• Examples of working capital 

expenses include:

– Processing costs

– Marketing and advertising 

expenses

– Some inventory and salary 

expenses

rd.usda.gov/programs-services/value-added-producer-grants/
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Federal State Marketing 

Improvement Program 

(FSMIP)

ams.usda.gov/services/grants/fsmip

• Offers grants with a one-to-one dollar 
match to assist in exploring new market 
opportunities for U.S. food and 
agricultural products, and to encourage 
research and innovation aimed at 
improving the efficiency and 
performance of the marketing system.
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Specialty Crop Block 

Grant Program (SCBGP)

ams.usda.gov/services/grants/scbgp

• Enhance the competitiveness of 
specialty crops (fruits, vegetables, tree 
nuts, dried fruits, horticulture, and 
nursery crops; including floriculture)



Desired outcomes 

– More economic opportunities for local farmers and local 
businesses.

– Better access to healthy local food, especially among 
disadvantaged groups.

– Revitalized downtowns, Main Streets, and existing 
neighborhoods. 

Local Foods, Local Places
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AMS Local Food Research and Development

Turning Research into Action
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USDA Local and Regional Food Systems 
Resources and Information
AMS

• Local Foods Directories (CSA, Farmers 

Market, Food Hub, On-Farm Market)

• Local and Regional Food Market News

FNS

• Farm to School Census 

• State of Origin for USDA Foods

• USDA DoD Fresh Program FFAVORS 

Reports

NASS

• Local Food Marketing Practices Survey

• National Farmers Market Managers 

Survey

Misc (Census of Agriculture, Census of 

Aquaculture, Organic Survey, Market News)
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Local Food Systems Response to COVID

https://lfscovid.localfoodeconomics.com

https://lfscovid.localfoodeconomics.com/
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Thank you!

Tricia Kovacs
Deputy Administrator

Transportation and Marketing Program
Agricultural Marketing Service

Tricia.Kovacs@usda.gov
202-572-5440
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