
How well do you handle disagreements? We all do not agree on every subject. It is important, though, how we
handle disagreements. When it comes to leaders of our country or community, it is important how we react when we
disagree with them. Paul wrote some instructions to Timothy. Specifically, in 1 Timothy 2, Paul instructed that we are
to pray for all people, even those we may disagree with. So how are we to pray for the leaders of our country and
community?

1.Pray that our leaders would come to know Christ. Paul wrote in verse three that God desires for all to come to
salvation. We are quick to slander those with whom we disagree, but when is the last time you prayed for their
spiritual lives? Have you prayed that the President, Governor, Mayor, Senators, Congressmen, and Congresswoman
would come to know Christ? Have you prayed that God through His Holy Spirit would convict them of their sins? 

2.Pray that our leaders would honor God in their actions. Our desire as followers of Christ is that our leaders would
honor the Lord. We desire for our leaders to protect the unborn. We want our leaders to uphold the sanctity of
marriage. Most of all, we just want them to honor the Lord. Pray that they would honor God. Have you prayed lately
that our leaders would glorify God in their actions?

3. Pray that we would respect and speak the truth in love to our leaders. One of the worst things we could do as
followers of Jesus is to slander our leaders. While we may disagree (and maybe for righteous reasons), it is not okay
to gossip. Instead, let us go to the Lord in prayer. What change has slander ever brought to a disagreeable
situation? However, we know that God hears our prayers. Paul wrote in verse two that we do pray for our leaders so
that we may live godly lives. He also wrote in verse eight that he desired people everywhere to pray without anger
and quarreling. 

So how is your prayer life? Are you a citizen who is representing the King of kings? We are not to be like the world.
We are not to bicker and complain; instead, we are to pray. Today, would you get on your knees and pray for our
leaders? Would you pray that God is honored in their decisions and that they would live for the glory of God? 

FIRST OF ALL, THEN, I URGE THAT SUPPLICATIONS, PRAYERS, INTERCESSIONS, AND
THANKSGIVINGS BE MADE FOR ALL PEOPLE, FOR KINGS AND ALL WHO ARE IN HIGH

POSITIONS, THAT WE MAY LEAD A PEACEFUL AND QUIET LIFE, 
GODLY AND DIGNIFIED IN EVERY WAY.  

1 TIMOTHY 2:1-2 
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Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his
steadfast love endures forever.     – Psalm 136:1

One of my favorite scenes is when I drive into Franklinton
and cross the Chess Richardson Bridge over the Bogue
Chitto River. I look down to see the serene sight of the 
river flowing, and the scenery brings a sense of peace.
Then I look up as I continue across and see the beautiful
American flag floating in the breeze. As it waves above the
trees and the town, the sight of the flag brings a feeling of
pride and gratitude for our great nation. 

I'm grateful for our forefathers who braved unknown waters,
storms, and disease to plant a new nation where we could
worship the Lord in freedom and truth. Roger Babson,
many years ago, said, "South America was founded by men
who were seeking gold.  North America was founded by
men who were seeking God.  The sturdy men who crossed
the ocean to come to our land came not seeking soil for
their plows but liberty for their souls."

I'm also grateful for the men and women who fought and
those of our military who continue to stand guard for the
freedoms and the opportunities we have in the USA. Many
of them gave their lives for the cause of our nation. Would
you join me as we give thanks to the Lord?

July 4 – Celebrate the USA at the July 4 Cookout –
Church-wide cookout at FBC Sunday Evening, July 4.

SAM Ministry Events
July Adult 55+ Luncheon at Sugar Shack – Thursday,
July 15 @ 11:00 am.  Please note the change of date. 
We will meet at the church at 10:30 for those who would
like to ride in the van or you may join us at Sugar Shack.
MENU: The entree of the day is Chicken & Dumplings with
Fried Chicken or you can order from the menu.
You may sign up in Sunday School, at the Welcome
Tables, or call the church to register.

August Luncheon is a Day Trip – Tuesday, August 10
We will be going to the McClain Resort in Brandon,
Mississippi for lunch and a tour. The buffet lunch is priced
at $9.95 and the Safari Tour is $15.00. They also have a
general store with a bakery and coffee shop. You can
google them at www.mcclain.ms for more info.

May gratitude to our Lord fill your heart and soul,
Bro. Joey

 As Americans, we have an amazing opportunity every year to
celebrate the gift from God that this country is. We just had the
opportunity to celebrate those who served and still served in our
armed forces this past Memorial Day. Now we look to the yearly
celebration of our country’s independence this 4th of July. It is truly a
gift from the Lord that we get to live in such an amazing country; a gift
that we ought to praise God for each and every day.

However, our country is most certainly not a perfect place; in fact,
there are many American political and social efforts that are
completely dishonoring to God. For this reason, we must lift our
country up in prayer. For this reason, we must seek to be the hands
and feet of Jesus each time we venture into our communities. Most
importantly, we learn through the wandering state of our country that
we do not put our ultimate hope and dependence in our country.
 Let’s take a moment to read and consider a hymn of the Christian
faith that has stood the test of time. The first two verses of Martin
Luther’s“A Mighty Fortress is Our God” read:

A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing; our helper he,
amid the flood of mortal ills prevailing. For still our ancient foe does
seek to work us woe; his craft and power are great, and armed
with cruel hate, on earth is not his equal.

Did we in our own strength confide, our striving would be losing, 
Were not the right Man on our side, the Man of God's own
choosing? Do you ask who that may be? ChristJesus, it is he;
Lord of Hostshis name, from age to age the same; and he must
win the battle.

Our God is a mighty fortress around us, he is our helper during times
of personal and national struggle (Ps. 46:1). We see in the third and
fourth lines verse one that our enemy, Satan, is still at work in the
world around us (Eph. 2:2 ). We’re reminded in verse two that we
ought not to rely on our own strength because our striving will always
fail. However, God incarnate, Jesus Christ, the Lord of Hosts must and
will win the battle (Ps. 46:10).

Through this truth, we are encouraged and reminded to not toil in our
own strength, to not depend on the strength of our nation, but to rest in
the mighty fortress that is our God and allow him to win the battle. As
followers of Christ, we are not called to judge the world, but we learn
from the words of Jesus in Matthew 16:24-25 what we are called to: 
“If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his
cross and follow me. For whoever would save his life will lose it, but
whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.” May we seek to humble
ourselves and follow Christ every day, and let our lives be an overflow
of that relationship. May we continue to pray for and minister to this
amazing gift of a country that the Lord has given us, and may we be
so thankful for the lives we get to live here.

If you are at all interested in serving in our Worship Ministry do not
hesitate to reach out to me! I am thankful for you, Church Family! 

In Christ,
Bro. Caleb Dykes

SENIOR ADULT 
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Parent Connection – Intentional Communication Part II

“If one gives an answer before he hears, it is his folly
and shame.” – Proverbs 18:13

Last month in my bridge article, I talked about intentional
communication for parents, this month, I would like to
continue with that theme. As we continue our theme of
communication, I would like for us to focus a little bit more
on the aspect of listening. 

When I was in seminary, I had a professor tell me, “People
don’t care how much you know until they know how much
you care.” This statement is true for pastoral ministry as
well as for parents. Let’s rephrase it just a little bit, “Our
children do not care how much we know until they know
how much we care.” Our ability and willingness to listen to
our children shows how much we care about them. 

As parents, we’ve all been in the situation where we are
focused on one thing, and then all of a sudden, our children
want our attention. In our focused state, we may be tempted
to ignore our children, brush our children off till later, or
even let them talk but not really listen to them. These
situations happen, but if these situations are the norm, we
are NOT listening to our children. When we don’t listen, we
don’t care. Here are a few things to think about:

Do I listen when my children want to talk? Do I love my
children enough to interrupt my agenda? OR do I          
 half-listen while thinking about something else?

Do I maintain good eye contact? Eye contact creates a
connection. Am I smiling at them and expressing
affirmation? 

Am I giving them my focused attention? Or am I distracted
by other things like my phone or computer?

Do I interrupt them? Do I “read their mind?” Or am I           
 asking questions to understand them better? 

“A fool takes no pleasure in understanding, but only in
expressing his opinion.” Proverbs 18:2. Find a consistent
time to be intentional and then listen. A wise parent will
learn to listen. 

If feelings of inadequacy creep up in your life, then it’s a
perfect time to better depend on the Lord. Let us be whom
God has called us to be, all for His glory. 

Questions to Ponder:

1. What is a time I can set aside for intentional conversation
with my child?

2. What steps do I need to take in order to be a better
listener?
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It’s the most WONDERFUL time of the year! VBS is finally here!
Beginning Monday, July 5th, we open wide the doors of our church
and welcome in children of all ages, races, and backgrounds and
shower them with love and the truth of Jesus Christ. And, if that
doesn’t get you excited, I’m not sure what will!

But VBS isn’t just for kids in the community that we don’t know. It’s
for our very own FBC Kids. If you have a child that has completed
PK4 through completed 6th grade, be sure to register them at
www.fbcfranklinton.org/vbs. We begin Monday, July 5th at 8:30 am,
and I can’t wait to see your kids there!

Our primary goal of VBS is to share the gospel with children, but
our number one priority is that we do it safely - from the facility
spaces we use to the snacks we eat, to the policies we have in
place – we protect our children and the reputation of our church in
this community. For us to plant those beautiful gospel seeds, I
firmly believe children have to be safe, and they have to be fed
(which is why our snack time is so important!). Having said that,
any adult that has not signed up to help at VBS or had a new
background check run and not wearing their new purple VBS t-shirt
will be asked to leave campus – not because we don’t want help,
not because we haven’t begged for help, but because we have to
put safety policies in place and enforce those policies. We want
everyone on campus to recognize that safety comes first so the
gospel can be shared unencumbered. 

Speaking of VBS, here are some regular calendar
changes you’ll want to make a note of:

Sunday, July 4th & July 11th: No Wee Worship
Wednesday, July 7th: No regular evening activities
Wednesday, July 7th, 6 pm – Family Life Center: VBS
Volunteer How Great Thou ART A kid-free time for adults
volunteering in VBS to get together for fellowship and fun!
Bring finger food to share, and be sure to wear clothes you
don’t mind getting a little paint on!
Sunday, July 11th, all 3-morning services: Children’s
Ministry Sunday Our children will be taking part in leading
the morning worship services. 

Also on the calendar for July:

Sixth Grade Farewell: TBA
Tuesday, July 27th, 9 am – 1 pm – Family Life Center: 
CentriKid I Love Tuesday
If your child is attending CentriKid this year, you’ll want
them to be a part of this fun day of “camp prep.” No cost, but
you’ll want to be sure they wear clothes they can paint in, a
beach towel, and – depending on how you feel about messy
kids getting in your car – a change of clothes. Maybe
goggles, too. Don’t ask.

Finally, FBC Kids is still in need of 16 volunteers to lead ONE 
Wee Worship session per year in the 10:45 am service. It lasts
about 35 minutes and averages about 7 children. Can you help?

http://www.fbcfranklinton.org/vbs
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