
FMCSA / DOT Clearinghouse
Understanding the FMCSA/ Clearing House Regulations 



The Clearinghouse 

A new program that requires all CDL drivers and companies to register. Any driver that is 
required to take part in random selection. This program tracks the FMCSA part 382.701 D&A 
results and program compliancy for all required testing. The program requires two steps. 

What is the Clearinghouse



CLEARINGHOUSE TIMELINE
The official Clearinghouse timeline 

2016 2019 2020 2023
FMCSA 

Clearinghouse bill 
passed and 

became FMCSA 
Regulation. 

STARTED 

Clearinghouse 
page became 

active for 
registration 

FINAL RULE

All CDL and 
Company's 

required to be 
using 

clearinghouse

SOFT LAUNCH 

Companies no 
longer required to 
send out letters, 
Clearinghouse is 
100% functional. 

FULL USE 



Part 1  
Pre-Employment 
Query

Employers are required to run a Query 
on any NEW HIRE prior to letting the 
new hire begin any safety sensitive 
function (Mechanic, Driver). Until 2023 
employers need to do a query and send 
out letters to formal employers. 



Part 2  
Annual Query 

Employers are required to run a query on 
all active CDL employees once a year. 
This can be done anytime though the 
year. 



Types of Query’s
Limited or Full 

Limited 
General consent required 

from driver. 

Full
Expressed consent required 

from driver. 



Who Reports 
to the 

Clearinghouse?  
How does the clearinghouse 
get its information? 

There are a number of ways that 
the clearinghouse gets it 
information. The main way is 
direct from the testing lab that 
conducts the drug test. They also 
get information from the SAP, 
TPA and Law Enforcement. 



This is a look at the clearinghouse dashboard that 
you will use in your account. 

The Dash Board 



Preforming a Query
Query Search dashboard. 

To run a query you will need the drivers name, license #, DOB and state if CDL issue. 



With general consent you 
need a written document 
in the driver file that gives 

you consent from the 
driver to run a search on 
his/her license number. 

This form should be 
updated annually and 

added to the DOT driver 
file in a secure location. 

General Consent 
Expressed consent 

requires the driver to 
login to there own CDL 
clearinghouse account, 

connected to there 
license number and give 

your permission to 
access their records. For 

this option, the driver 
needs their own account.  

Expressed Consent 



What 
Happens The result appears in the search results for the past three 

years. No issues with driver, they may be hired or drive as 
normal.  

Passed Result (Negative) 

Driver can not be hired unless they have been cleared in the 
clearinghouse by the SAP, Driver already employed must be 
either treated or terminated. 

Failed Result (Positive) 

Any driver with a failed result will be required to compete a 
SAP set rehab program prior to being cleared to drive. 

Completion of SAP Recommendations 

The clearinghouse is see by the state RMV and Law 
Enforcement.  

Law Enforcement 
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