BY--L4a> CF THE
SKYLAND COXMOM1TY CHURCH
(Congraga“® oral i)

Lo Gatos, U i) .. i~

ARTICIE I, NAYE

This church shall be known as the SKYLAND COMMUNITY CHURCH (Congregational),
los Gatos, Califormia,

ARTICLE IX. FURFOSE

The purpose of this church shall be to bind tegether feollswers of Jesus
Christ for the object of sharing in the wership of God and in mekimg his will
dec L in the lives 57 m¢n. individually and collectively, especially as that
will is set forth (. the Jofe, teachings, and death of Jesus Christ.

ARTICLE IIXI. GOVERNMENT

The government of this church is vested in its members who are in good
standiag and who exercise the right of control in all its affairs, subject in
legal matt.ers to the Articles of Inc.orporat.ion granted it by the State of Cali-
fornia.

While this ehurch {s amensble to no ecclesiastical Judicatery, it sccepts
the obligations of mutual council, comity, and cooperation imvolved im the free
fellowship of the COngregationahchmuan churches and pledges itself te share
their common aims and werk.

ARTICLE IV. DOCTRINE

This church recognises the Bidle as the sufficient wile ¢f faith and prac-
tice, and helds that living im accordance with the teachings of Jesus Christ is
the true test of fellowship. Each memiuec shall have the undisturbed right to
follow the Word of God aevording to the ¢:iiates of his omn conseience, under
the enlightemment of the Holy Spirii. The following statement ef faith, there—
fore, is not a test but an expression of the spirit in which the church imter-
prets the Word ef God.

FAITH., We believe in Ged, the Father, infinite in wisdom, goodness, and
love; and in Jesus Christ, his Son, our Lord and Saviour, who for us and our
rnlvation lived and died and rose again and liveth evermore; and in the Holy
cpirit, who taketh of the things of Christ and rewvealeth them to us, renewing,
comforting, and inspiring the souls of men.

OOVENANT. We are united in striving to know the will of God as taught in
the Holy Seriptures, and in our purpose to walk in the ways of the lord, moce
known or to be made known to us. We hold it to be the mission of the Church of
Christ to proclaim the gospel to all mankind, exalting the worship of the one
true God and laboring for the progress of lmowledge, the promotion of jnstice,
the reign of peace, and the realiza'ion of humen brbtherhcod. Depending, as did
our fathers, upon the continmal guidance of the Holy Spirit to lead us into all
truth, we work and pray for the transformation of the world into the kingdom of
God; and we look with faith for the triumph of righteousness and the 1ife ever-

lasting.
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ARTICIE V, MEMDIRSHIP

SUCTION I. QUALIFICATIONS: This church will welcome into its membership
thcse who are committed to live the Christian life,.

SECTION 2, RECEPTION: Persons who dszire io become members shall make
confaccion of their Christian faith or ch. 7 .viic letters of transfer from
ather crurshes or ghall make realfirmutacn of tle’s f2ith., They shall be re-
commended by the Board of Deacons and eclected by the church. They shall public-
Lv asgent to the Covenant and receive the right hand of fellowship at cne of

toe regular services of worship.

SECTION 3. DUTIES: Members are expected to be faithful in all duties es-
sential to the purpose of the church, to attend regularly the services of wor-
ship, to contribute to its support, and to share in its organised work.

STOTION 4o TERMINATION: A member in good standing who desires a letter of
dismisal and recommendation %o another church is entitled to receive one on
vote by the Board cf Deaccns. Members whose addresses have long been unimnown,
or who, zor a period of two years, in spite of skidly reminders, have not com-
munizated with the ¢hmuwch, or contributed to its support, may, by vote of the
chirsh se transferred to the “inactive list." From the date of such trensfer
szch nereons shall cease to be reported on the active membership roll. If at
any t're they renew their interest in the church, they may be restored to the
agvive list by vote of the churchs Persons of the inactive list may, upon re-—
inc-acement by the church, be granted letters of dismissal to other churches if
they 50 request. Should a member become an offense to the church and continually
disregard his covenant duties, the council amy, after due notice to the member
and a hearing, terminats his membership by a two-thirds vete of the council mem~
bers present at the next official mesting of the council, which shall be closed
for the purpose.

ARTICLE VI. MEETINGS

SECTICN 1, Public services of wcr:'~ sh~1l be held on Sunday and at such
other times as the church myy cetvcr 1... =2 Uoly Commnion shall be calebrated
on the first Sunday in each quarcer.

SECTION 2, The Annual Meeting shall be held in the second week of January
o® cach year, at which time officers and Board members shall be elected, re-
;orLs received from officers, committees and constituent organizations, the bud-
.t adopted, and such other business transacted as these By-Laws suthorize.

SFCTION 3. Special business meetings may be called by the mederator, pas-
tor, or by the clerk on request of five church members, notice being given fiom
the pulplt, or in the ~hurch bulle*in, on the Sunday preceding the meelting ana
clearly stating the object of the meeting.

ARTICLE VII, OFFICERS

The officers of the church shall be a Moderator, Assistant Mederator, Pas-
tor, Clerk, Treasure:, and Auditor.



SECTION 1, DUTIES OF THE MODERATOR, 1Inc moderator shall proside at all
mnainess meetings of the church except thosc for clection of members, By virtue
- his office, he shall be chairman of the church eouncil, In the abaance of
he modepator the vice-moderator shall preside, He shall be electod annually
.nd may serve two terms consecutively before being ineligible for one year. He
snall be a member, ex-officio, of the Board of Trustees, with power to vote,

SECTION 2. DUTIES OF THE PASTCR. The pastor shall have ih eharge the
spiritual welfare of the church with the assistance of the Board of Deacons. He
a1l zeek to enlist men as followers of Christ, preach the Gospel, administer
+he sacraments, have under his care all services of pablic worship, and admin-

: ster boards and committees. He shall be ex-officio, an advisory merbex of all
hoards and committees, and shall preside at election of members, The electlon

of a pactor, when a vasancy oclurs, shall be by vote of the church at a regular
naeting. His nomination chall be made by the council. Notice for such meeting
2or ‘ne electicn shall be given from the pulpit and by direct mail to all mem-
ners at least one weor previcus to the day of meeuing. Tne term of office shall
be indefinite and unless oiuerwise provided, either pastor or church may dissclve
the pastoral relationship by giving sixby days notice. :

SECTION 3. DUTIES OF THE CLERK. The clerk shall keep a record of the busi-
ness mectings of the church and of the council. He shall keep the roll of church
members, recording a1l admissions, dismissals, baptisms, deaths, and marriages;
shall issue letters of transfer voted by the church, shall notify persons elect-
ed to office, give notice of meetings when such notice is required, and meke full
»eno.+ to the church at the annual meeting. He shall be secretary of the council
and shall be a voting membe r of the council. Hie term of office shall be for
one year and until his siccessor 1s chosen.

SECTION L. DUTIES OF THE TREASURER. The treasurer shall roceive amnd have
the keeping of all money contributed to the church and its benevolences, He
shall pay out money from the church treasury as directed by the Board of Trustees.
He shall keep a record of all receipts and disbursements, which records shall
be open to the inspsction of the Board of Trustees. He shall render monthly re-
ports to the council, and annu-l reports to the church, and provide for speclal
reports as the council and chur 2 m'y roquire, He shall have the custory of in-
surance papers, deeds, and 111 legal documents of the church., He shall be elect—
ed for one year and shall hold office until his successor shall be elected.

SECTION 5. DUTIES OF THE AUDITOR. The auditor shall audit the accounts of
the church and 211 its organizations. He shall report to the church annually
41d.-to the council when required, For thase purposes he shall have access to

1o books of the treasurer, the ¢lerk, and officers of organizations of the
churche

SECTION 6. DUTIES OF THE ASSISTANT MODERATOR. In the absence of the Mode-
rator, the assistant moderator shall perform his duties,

ARTICLE VIII. BOARDS
SECTION 1. BOARD OF DEACONS. The Board of Deacons shall coneist of three

deacons and three deaconesses, one of each being olected each year for three
year terms.
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It shall be the duty of the Board of Deacons to cooperate with the pastor
‘n ministering to the spiritual interests of the church and commnity. It shall
sist in the preparation and administration of the ordinances, in caring for
she poor, the sick, the indifferent, and the stranger. They shall receive appli-
sations by letter or otherwise for admission to church membership, and shall ex-
amine all applicants for membership on confession of falth, with respect to
their fitness therefor. They shall give attention to discipline as provided for
in these By-Laws, They shall make an annual survey of the church rolls regard-
‘ng revisions and make recommendations to the church at its annual meeting.
Tney shall provide for the supply of the pulpit in case of a vacancy and in the
=bisence of the pastor.

SECTION 2, BOARD OF RELIGICUS EDUCATION. This Board shall consist of the
sastor and two members, one of whom shell be elected at annual meeting, each to
serve two years. The Board sha'l. have responsnbility for the program of reli-
cious education., It shall be responsible for the selec-ion of teachers and su-
perintendents of the church school as oceasion may requires It shall recommend
Lo the council, for election by them, a church school superintendent and secre-
tary-treasurer, It shall foster and direct the young people's activities of
the church.

SECTION 3. THE CHURCH COUNCIL. The Council shall consist of the moderator
of the church, as its chairman, the pastor ex—officio, the church officers, and
the members of the church boards and the chairmen of committees and auxiliary

organizations.

1t shall bs the functicn of the council to visualize the entire task of the
church, to advise the pastor on the general direction of the church's activities,
and to cooperate with him in the formation of a well rounded programs The council
is authorized to act for the church in the transaction of routine business, always
assuming that unless such action is taken with practical unanimity, it must have
the confirmation of the church. The council shall submit to the annual meeting
a comprehensive program covering the chief objectives of the church for the com-
ing year. All officers, boards, committees, and auxiliary organizations shall
present their plans and programs to the church council for their informetion.

The pastor shall be expected to prepare an agenda for each meeting, but any
member may bring before the meeting matters not on the agenda, Meetings of the
council, except when speeisl exseutive saossions are announced, shall be open to
any members of the church who wish to attend, but the vote shall be restricted
+o the council membership. A majority shall constitute a quorum.

SECTION 4. BOARD OF TRUSTEES. The Board of Trustees shall consist of four
nembers, elected for a term of two years (or until their successore are duly
chosen) in such manner that the terms of two shall expire each year. At least
three-fourths of the elected members of the board shall be meabers of the church.
The moderator shall alsc be a member of the board (ex~officio) with powar to vote.
Under the care and direction of the church, and except as otherwise provided, the
board of trustees shall have the care and custody of the property of the church
and have charge of its financizl affairs, always subject to the regulations of
the laws of the State. The board shall have no puwer to buy, mortgage, sell, -
lease or transfer church property without spaciiic authority given by vote of the
church, Three members in attendance at a duly cuiled meeting shall censtitute a
quorum for the transaction of business.
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ARTICIE IX. COMMITTEES

0 7ION 1o NOMINATING COMMITTEE. - it least three months prior to the annual
acebing the church council shall appoint a nominsting committee to prepare nomi-
sations for all officers, boards, and committees not otherwise provided for., This
_ommittee shall prepare a pallot nominating ore person for eath office to be
77led at the annual meeting, and such noménations shall be printed and avajlable
~= the church not later than two Sundays previous to the annual meeting. The
~11o% thus prepared shall be the official ballot at the annual meeting provided
»lways that any voter may write upon his ballot the name of any eligible person,
~G that the right of a member %o meke a nomination from the flcor shall always

: recognizeds

Other camittees may be appointed or elected as needed,
ARTICLE X, ELECTIONS

SECTION 1. The minister shall be elected on nomination of the council or
special pastoral committee, ~by a vote of the church, a two-thirds mejority of
all the votes cast being necessary for choice.

SECTION 2. All other officers, board members, and standing committee
chairmen shall be nominated by the nominating committee and be elected by the
church at the annual meeting. At such meeting opportunity shall be given for
nominations other than those presented by the conmittee, Vacancies which occur
botween annual meetings shall be filled for the unexpired terms by the council.

SECTION 3. Any member in good standing shall be eligible to vote.
SECTION 4e A quorum shall eonsist of ten members.
ARTICLE XY, AMENDMENTS :
This constitution may be amended at the anmual meeting of the church, or at
any special business meeting, provided n.tice of such proposed amendment shall

be given publicly on the Sunday preceding thc business meeting. Such action
ghall require a two-thirds majority of the votes cast.



RESOLUTION . 0OPTELD BY
THE SKYLAND CQMMUNITY CONGREGATIONAL CHRISTIAN CHURCH
AT THE ANNUAL MEETING
JANUARY 15, 1956

WE, the mambers of Skyland Conzregational Chrustian Chmrch, do firm-
1y believe that the religieus and organiszational freedem, which we now
enjoy and which was petterned from the first century Christian clmrches,
and first embodied in the "Covenants of tho Pilgrim Fathers", is an ¢x-
pression of the highest development in the organization of the Christian
church, and that this priceless heritage should not in anywise be abro-
gated.

THEREFORE, we affirm:

1. It is our convictioen that it is the will of God that the
Body of Christ should bs one voluntary fellowship, the Universal
Church, united in service to Carist.

2. It is our desire that our clurches should unite our Asso-
ciations, Conferences snd the Jenersl Council with such other fel-
lowsiipe or communions as ¢o recognize the basic democratic con-
cepts of the Church which reserve to the local congregation the
following rights and responsibilities:

&. Selecting and calling its owm pastor.

b. Owning and controlling its owm property.

c. Writing its own covenant and/or stetument of faith.

d. Declding its own basis of mumbership.

e, Dotermining its own interpreotation and observance
of the sacraments and ordinances.

f. Organizing other frec churches on & basis of these
congregational principles.

5, It is our revcommendation that locel churches, associatioms,
and conferences should protect these rights by specifically stating
them in thelr by-laws, constitution or articles of incorporation.

4, It is ¢ v cwiviction that so long as local churches in
this Confuren.. - i sthers nointain these freedoms in their laws
and usage, e shiil ‘wep both our fellowship and our fraedom.

¥o favor participetion in the union with the Evengclical and Refeorm-
ed Church to become the United Church of Christ, with ths understanding

1. that the rights cnumercted in the forsgeing resolution will
be maintained, and

2. that :ny church, essocintion, or conference may withdrawv
from this Mmited Church, with its property, at any time after the
union shall have been conrummeted, snd

3. thet, in any event, the constitution of the proposed new
"nitaed Clurch of Chriet® b retificd by beoth church organizatioms,
prior to final action, end

4, that ws recommend thet, if & union cannot be consummated
upon the principles above outlinud, a new plan based upon a "co~
vengnt" between the two churches rathsr than an orgamic merger be
implemented.
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