
BY-IA3 CF THE
SKYLAND COL2LUI: ITY CHURCH

(Coi 1gregnr3 I
Los Car.os:. u

ARTIClE L, NA&E

This church shall be known as the SICYLAND CQMMJNITY CHURCH (Congregational),
Los (toa, California.

ARTICLE U. PURPO

The purpose of this church shau be to bind together fellewers of Jesus
Christ for the object of sharI!Lg in the worship of God and in making his will
dcminant in the lins D’ n, .ndividually and collectively, especially as that
will is set forth C the L.fe, teachings, and death of Jesus Christ.

ARTICLE III • GWNM1T

The government of thi.? church is vested in its meters who are in good
standias and who cerci&e the right of control in all Its affairs, subject in
legal matters to the Articles of Incorporation granted it by the State of Cali
fornia. *

While this church is amenable to no ecclesiastical judieat.ry, it accepts
the obligations of untual council, cotty, and cooperation involved in the free
fel iowsItp of the Congregational—Christian churches and pledges itself to share
their comann aims and work.

ARTICLE IV. DOCIIUNE

This church recognise the Sible as the sufficient nit qf faith and prac
tice, and holds that living in accordance with the teachings cf Jesus Christ is

the true test of fellowship. Each memi.eL’ ?))au. have the ujidiflrbsd ri&t to
follow the Word of God atording to the a±.ee of his on censcience, under
the enlightennent of the Holy Spiri The f.zilow-ing statement d faith, there
fore, is not a test but an expression of the spirit in which the church inter
prets the Word •f God.

FAITh. We believe in God, the Father, infinite in wisdom, goodness, and
love; and in Jesus Christ, his Son, our Lord and Saviour, who for us and our
rp.lvntion lived and died and rose again and liveth evermore; and in the Holy
tpirit, who taketh of the things of Christ and revealeth them to us, renewing,
comforting, and, inspiring the souls of men.

COVflANT. We are united in striving to know the will of God as taught in
:he Holy Scriptures, and in our purpose to walk in the ways of the Lord, made
known or to be made known to us., We hold it to be the mission of the Chirch of
Christ to proclaim the gospel to all mankind, exalting the worship of the one
true God and laboring for the progress of knowledge,. the prontion of jns’nc.e,
the reign of peace, and the realization of h’.mar brbtherhood. Depending, as did
our fathers, upon the rontinua1 gudanoe of the Holy Spirit to lead us into all
truth, we work and pray for the transformation of the world into the kingdom of
God; and we look with faith for the triumph of righteousness and the life ever
lasting.



ART.ICI 5 V, MFRSIUP

S’DTION I. WAMPICATIONS, This church “ii). welcoas Mto it. membership
thc•se nho are contitted to live the Christian life.

SECTION 2. REPTIG1: Person w!c Ø9’i ce to become meters shall ake
confert5on of their Christian fai Letters of transfer from
-‘her JurDhes or shall make rea:’f.linaarn eS ait.h, They shall be re—
vx:’ided by the Board of Deacons and elected by the church. They shall public—
: aent to the Covenant and receive the right hand of fellowship at one of
t ie regular services of worship.

S)flON 3. DUTItS: Members are expected to be faithful in all duties es
sential to the purpose of the church, to attend regularly the services o±’ war—
5.p, to contribute to its support, and to share in its organized work.

?JmION 4. Ts!ArrD’ A member in good stanuing who desires a !.etter of
distrtt.a.I. and recorate rLMr. to another church is entitled to receive oie on
vote by the Board cf Oeans Members whose addresses have long beei u:ilcnown,
or who Lor a penY; of two years, in spite of skidly reminders, have not corn—
muni tat c’.! rtth the 2r.artn, or contributed to its support, nny, by vote of the
c :rDr ze transferred to the “inactive list.” From the date of such transfer
s’Np;r’oas shall cease to be reported on the active membership roll. If at

they renew their interest in the church, they may be restored to the
9&i.re list by vote of the church, Persons of the inactive list may, upon re—
:inabement by the church, be granted letters of dismissal to other churches if
they ao request. Should a member become an offense to the church and continually
disregard his covenant duties, the council amy, after due notice to the member
and a hearing, terminate his membership by a two-thirds vote of the council m—
ben present at the next official meeting of the council, which shall be closed
for the purpose.

ARflCI VI •

SYZT1W 1. Public services of vccr si-t21 be held at Sunday and at such
other times as the church may atr ci Comrmmjon shall be celebrated
on the first Sunday in each quarcer.

SETICW 2. The Annual Meeting shall be held in the second week of January
of each year, at which time officer a and Board members shall be elected, re—

s received from officers, ccrnrnibtees and constituent organizations, the bud—
t adopted, and such other business transacted as these By—Laws authorize.

SEtTION 3. Special business meetings y be called by the moderator, pas
tor, or by the clerk on request of five church members, notice being given f.ci
the pulpit, or in the nh’irch baileirL, on the Sunday preceding the meetirg and
clearly stating the object of the meeting.

ARTICLE VII • OFFICERS

The officers of the church shall be a Moderator, Assistant Moderator, Pas
tor, Clerk, Treasure ard Auditor.
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SFflflW 1. DUTIES OF THE MODERATOIID The ir&erttor shau wesite at all

nsiness meetings of the church except thoo for ciection of members, Dy virtue

f his office, be thafl be chairman of the church council. In the abnnce of

ie moderator the vice—moderator shafl preside. He shall be elected annually

:ad may serve two terms consecutively before being ineligible for one year. He

i’sil be a member, ex—officio, of the Board of Trustees, with power to vote.

SECTION 2. JTIES OF THE PASTOR. The pastor shall have it trge the

ipit’itual welfare of the church with the assistance of the Board of Deacons. He

&iaJi 3eek to enlist men as followers of Christ, preach the Gospel, administer

4be L:aQraments, have under his care all services of pablic worship, and admin—

z.aer boards and coninittees He shall be ct-officio, an advisory merber of all

boards and committees, and shall preside at election of members, The election

of a pastor, when a vaanc’; oturs, shall be by vote of the church at a regular

rJostDng, His nominatIon shall be made by the council. Notice for such ieting

:Dor Lhe election shall be given from the pulpit and by direct nnil to all -

bore at least one weo’. rr DUS to the day of rne&1:bg, The term of office shall

be indefinite and uriFis$ o.brwlse provided either pastor or church may dissolve

the pastoral relationship b; gJ;Thg sixby days notice,

SECTION 3. DUTIES OF THE CLERK, The clerk shall keep a record of the busi

ness xetings of the church and of the council. He shall keep the roll of church

men’ters, recording all admiàsiona, dismissals, baptisms, deaths, and marriages;

shall issue letters of transfer voted by the church, shall notify persons elect—

ed to office, give notice of meetings when such notice is required, and make full

:epo to the church at the annual meeting. He shall be secretary of the council

and shall be a voting monte r of the comcil. His ten of office shall be for

one year and until his micceesor is chosen.

SECTION 4. DUTIES OF ThE !1LEA)RER. The treasurer tau receive sAd han

the keeping of all money contribited to the church and its benevolences. He

shall pay out money from the church treasury as directed by the Board of Trustees

He shall keep a record of all receipts and disbursements, which records shall

be open to the inspection of the Board of Trustees. He shall render monthly re—

ports to the council, and annu’i rcports to the church, and provide for special

reports as the council and chur ;1i m:y roquire • He shall have the custory of in

surance papers, deeds, rind 911 ]igal documents of the church. He shall be elects—

ed for one year and thoU hold office until his successor shall be elected.

SECTION 5. IYJTIES OF THE AUDITOR, The auditor shall audit the accounts of

the church and an its organizations He shall report to the church annually

ndto the council when required. For those pirposes he shall have access to

ie books of the treasurer, the clerk, and officers of organizations of the

..huroh.

SECTION 6. IIJTIES OF THE ASSIStANT MOD?A1tR. In the absence of the hiode—

rator, the assistant moderator shail perform hIs duties.

ARTIClE VIII • BOARDS

SECTION 1. BOARD OF DEACONS. The Board of Deacons shall consist of three

deacons and three deaconesses, one of each being elected each year for three

year tens.
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It shafl be the duty of the Board of Deacons to cooperate with the pastor

‘r. ministering to the spiritual interests of the church and conwnity. It shall

ssist in the preparation and adilnistration of the ordinances, in caring for

Jae poor, the sick, the indifferent, and the stranger. They shall receive appli—

zations by letter or otherwise Ior admission to church membership, and shall ex

amine all applicants for membership on confession of faith, with respect to

their fitness therefor. They shall give attention to discipline as provided for

ui these By—Laws. They shail make an annual survey of the church rolls regard—

lng revisions and make recoinrnendaticns to the church at its annual meeting,

They shall provide for the supply of the pulpit in case of a vacancy an%i in the

tLsen’e of the pastor.

SECTION 2, BOAW) OF RELIGICUS UCATIONa This Board shall consist of the

stor and two members, one of :•fl shall bc elected at annual meeting, each to

serve two years. The Board sh&!Z have responsxbii.ity for the program of reli

gious education. It shall be responsible for the selecton of teachers and su

perintendents of the church school as occasion ay reuSre. It shall recommend

to the council, for election by them, a churoS chooi superintendent and secre

tary—treasurer. It shall foster and direct the young people’s activities of

the church.

SECTION 3. ThE CHURCH CCUNCIL. The Council shall consist of the moderator

of the church, as its chairman, the pastor ox—officio, the church officers, and

the members of the church boards and the chairmen of committees and auxiliary

organizations.

It shall be the function of the council té visualize the entire task of the

church, to advise the pastor on the general direction of the church’s activities,

and to cooperate with him in the formation of a wefl rounded program. The council

is authorized to act for the church in the transaction of routine business, always

assuming that unless such action is taken with practical unanimity, it must have

the confirmation of the church. The council shall submit to the annual meeting

a comprehensive program covering the chief objectives of the church for the corn

ing year. All officers, boards, cowitteee, and auxiliary organizations shall

present their plans and programs to the church council for their information.

The pastor ahall be axpected to prepare an agenda for each meeting, but any

member may bring before the meeting matters not on the agenda. Meetings of the

council, except when special exeeutive sessions are announced, shall be open to

any members of the church who with to atteM, but the vote shall be restricted

to the council membership. A majority shall constitute a quorum.

SECTION 4, BOARD OF TRUSTEES. The Board of Trustees shall consist of four

m2mbers, elected for a term of two years (or until their suceessore are duly

chosen) in such manner that the terms of two shall expire each year. At least

three—fourths of the elected members of the board shall be members of the church.

The moderator shall also be a member of the board (ex—officio) with power to vote

Under the care and direction of the church, and except as otherwise provided, the

board of trustees shall have the care and custody of the property- of the church

and have charge of its financial affairs, always subject to the regulations of

the laws of the State. The board shall have no power to buy, mortgage, seil,

lease or transfer church property without speciz authority given by vote of the

church, Three members in attendance at a duly culed meeting shall cctstitute a

quorum for the transaction of business.
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ARTICLE IX. COTTE23

SIOflON 1. NONATING COIQJTTEE. At least three months prior to the annual

Ie€;lc4s the church council shail appoint a ncrniiatLsig committee to prepere nomi—

.iato:is for all officers, boards, and commit tees not otherwise prpvided for., This

onnittee shall prepare a ballot nonñnatirg oro person for each office to be

i.lled at the annual meeting, and such nont.ziatior,s shail be printed and availabl•

the church not later than two Sundays previous to the annual meeting. The

.:!:ot thus prepared shall be the official ballot at the annual meeting provided

ways that any voter may write upon his ballot the name of any eligible person,

d that the right of a menter to make a nomination from the floor shall always

recognized.

Other ocanittees may be appointed or elected as needed.

ARTICLE X. ELIEUONS

SECTION 1. The minister shall be elected on nomination of the council or

special pastoral committee, - by a vote of the church, a two—thirds majority of

all the votes cast being necessary for choice.

SBDTION 2. AU other officers, board members, and standing committee

chairmen shall be rtminated by the nominating ccmimittee and be elected by the

church at the annual meeting. At such meeting oppQrtunity shall be given for

nominations other than those presented by the comnittee. Vacancies which occur

between annual meetings shall be filled for the unexpired terms by the council.

S1DTION 3. Any mether in good standing shall be eligihle to vote.

SECTION 4. A quorum shall consist of ten members.

ARTICLE XI. M21DME)IT5

This constitution may be amended at the tnnunl meeting of the church, or at

any special business meeting, provided a tice ol such proposed amendment shall

be given pjc)y the Sunday preceding tha business meeting. Such action

shall require a two—thirds majority of the votes cast.



EESQLU’ION LJJt’T)J UY
TZ SflLARD CQ(UNIfl CONGREGATIONAL CHRISTIAN CHURCH

AT TI ANNUAL MEETING
JANUARY 15, 1956

tIE, the members of S’1and Congregational Chruitian Citreb, do fin—
ly- believe that the religious and organizational freedom, which we now
enjoy and which was patterned from the first century Christian churches,
and firEt embodied in the “Covenants of the Pilgrim Fathers”, is an ex
pression of the highest development in the organization of the Christian
church, and that this priceless heritage should not in awwise be abro
gated.

T1EFORE, we affirm:
1. It is our conviction that it is the wili of God that the

Eo of Christ should be one voluntary fellowship, the Universal
Church, united in service to Ciwist.

2. It is our desire that our churches should unite our Asso—
citions, Conferences end the General Council with such other tel—
lowsitips or communions as do recognize the basic democratic con
cepts of the Church which reserve to the local congregation the
following rights and responsibilities:

a. Selecting and calling its own pastor.
b. Owning and controfling its own property.
c. 1’iting its own covernuxt and/or statment of faith.
8.. Deciding its own basis of m.mberehip.
e. Detenining its own interprotation and observance

of the sacraments and ordinances,
C. Organizing other fr.e churches on a basis of these

congregational principles.

S • It is our rucommendation that local churches, associations,
and conferences should prot€ct these rights by specificaiJy stating
them in their by—laws, constitution or articles of incorporation.

4. It is c civiction that so long as local churches in
this Cont’eren: tu otirc cintain these freedoms in their laws
and usage, m ci keep both our fellowship and our freedom.

We favor participation in the union with the Evcngclical and Reform
ed Church to become the United Church of Christ, with the understanding

1. that the rights znumeraL’d in the foregoing resolution “ill
be maintained, and

2. that 1i church, association, or conference may withdraw
from this Tjnitcd Church, with its property, at any time after the
union shall Mv. butn conruiiiated, and

3. that, in any uvnt, th. constitution of the proposed new
“Unitad Church of Christ” be ratificd by both church organizations,
prior to final action, nd

4. that w r.commend that, if a union cannot be consummated
upon the principles above outlined, a new plan based upon a “co
venant” between the two churches rather than an organic merger be
implemented
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