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Established in 1974 with Over 45 Years Experience Providing Services in:
Engineering • Surveying • Land Planning • Water Rights

Local Sedona and Cottonwood Offices

Since it’s establishment, SEC, Inc. has provided water right and natural resource services, working 
closely with Arizona Department of Water Resources and Salt River Project to provide our Clients with 
transparent and thorough services to establish and secure water rights for commercial and residential 

properties within the Gila River Adjudication.  

At this time SEC has completed hundreds of water right projects within the Verde River 
Watershed and beyond.



General Stream Adjudication

• The general stream adjudication is a judicial proceeding to determine the nature, 
extent and relative priority of water rights in Arizona.

• There are two general stream adjudications in the state, the Gila River System and 
Source (Gila Adjudication) and the Little Colorado River System and Source (LCR 
Adjudication).

• The exterior boundaries of these two adjudications include more than half the 
state, where most of the Indian reservations and federal land are located.

• There are nearly 32,000 parties and 57,000 active claims in the Gila Adjudication 
and 5,000 parties in the LCR Adjudication.

• A party is a person or entity that has filed one or more claims to water rights in the 
adjudication (Statement of Claimant or SOC). Any person or entity who uses water 
or has made a claim to use water, on property within the Gila River system, 
potentially may be affected.



• The Gila River adjudication was initiated in the 1970’s under the then-existing 
general adjudication procedures set forth in Arizona Revised Statutes sections 45-
231 to 45-245. 

• April 26, 1974, the Salt River Valley Water Users’ Association (SRP) filed a petition 
with the Arizona State Land Department to determine the water rights in the Salt 
River above Granite Reef Dam (but excluding the Verde River).

• On February 24, 1976, SRP filed a similar petition for the Verde River and its 
tributaries.

• In April 1979, the Legislature amended the general adjudication 
procedures. Under their amendments, the Gila River Adjudication was transferred 
from the State Land Department to the Maricopa County Superior Court.

General Stream Adjudication History



Arizona Department of Water Resources Water 
Rights Filings and Procedures

- Well Permitting Division
- Adjudication Division

- Surface Water Division



ADWR regulates all groundwater wells in Arizona. Well regulations are vital to the 
proper management and protection of our groundwater. Prior to drilling a new well, or 
deepening or modifying an existing well, a Notice of Intent to Drill must be filed with 
ADWR.

- Well Registrations (55-#)
- Late Well Registrations
- Well Abandonments

Groundwater Permitting Division
(Well Use)



As required by statute, ADWR provides technical and administrative support to the 
adjudication court and Special Master. ADWR maintains a Central Information Repository 
for data, reports and other information related to the adjudications, which contains 
thousands of documents. This information is available to the public and to the parties.

New Use Summons 
Statement of Claimants (Domestic, Irrigation, Stock Pond and Other Uses- 39-#)

• Adjudication summons were served upon all persons listed in the property tax 
assessments in each watershed and on all persons in the watershed who had, at any 
time, any kind of water rights filing on record with ADWR when the adjudication had 
transferred to the Maricopa Superior Court.

• 100,000 SOCs have been filed in the adjudications in response to the original and new 
use summons. Through the end of calendar year 2018, over 85,000 SOCs have been 
filed in the Gila Adjudication.

Adjudication Division
(General Stream Adjudication Documents)



Claims are asserted by filing the appropriate Court-approved Statement of Claimant 
form and submitting the required filing fee. There are four Statement of Claimant forms: 
Irrigation, Stockpond, Domestic, and Other water rights. 

- Hydrographic Survey Report

• By statute, ADWR is required to prepare and publish comprehensive Hydrographic 
Survey Reports (HSRs) for each of the ten watersheds within the two adjudications.

• HSRs can be multivolume publications that involve intensive data collection and 
field inspection efforts by ADWR, including detailed information regarding land 
ownership, hydrology, and the factual basis for each SOC, and ADWR’s 
recommendations regarding the water rights attributes for each individual water 
right claim or use investigated.

Adjudication Division
(General Stream Adjudication Documents)



- Statement of Claim of Right to Use Public Waters (36-#)
- Sever and Transfers

• The Surface Water Division allocates the right to use surface water resources in a 
fair and equitable manner; provides technical and administrative support to the 
adjudication court and Special Master.

• The Surface Water Division consists of two sections:             
• Engineering and Water Rights.

• The Surface Water Right Program issues permits 
and certificates for rights to use surface water 
within the State of Arizona.

Surface Water Division
(Irrigation Use)



- The Doctrine of Prior Appropriation

• Prior Appropriation, commonly known as “first-in-time, first-in-right,” means that the 
person who put the water to beneficial use first is entitled to their entire share 
before the next person in the watershed received any.

- Establishment of Legal Right to Surface Water

• Prior to June 12, 1919, a person could acquire a surface water right simply by 
applying the water for beneficial purpose and posting a notice of the 
appropriation at the point of diversion.  

• On this date, the Arizona surface water code was enacted providing a formal 
process to establish a water right and provide legal notice. Water uses that began 
prior to the State Water Code are recognized by the state as having historic, senior 
priority over those that were granted later.

Establishment of 
Right to Surface Water



• Historic documents such as land patents, irrigation survey maps  and government 
reports are key pieces of evidence that help identify lands of “historic water use,” 
those lands irrigated before the 1919 Water Code.

• Throughout the last 100 years in the Verde Valley, there have been several efforts 
to describe and quantify the extent of irrigation and other water uses.  

Examples of documents used to determine pre-1919 dates:
- Hancock Survey (1914)
- Phelps Survey (1920)
- Holmquist Survey & Fairchild Aerial Photography (1934)
- T.A. Haydon (1940)
- Various historic aerial imagery

Evidence Used to Determine a
Historic Water Use



SEC, Inc. works directly with local well drillers, trusted hydrological engineers, Arizona Department of 
Water Resources and Salt River Project to assure that your ground and surface water filings are filed as 

accurately and efficiently as possible. 

The use of the information and details provided to us by SRP and ADWR regarding historic water usage 
and beneficiary dates, adjudication filings and ground water filings is solely to encompass all of our 
available resources in making sure we provide our Clients, as well as, ADWR and Maricopa County 

Superior Court with the most efficient and accurate filings as possible. 

SEC’s goal is to help you protect YOUR water rights. It is imperative that all commercial and residential 
property owners within the Gila River Adjudication take the proper steps to provide accurate and 

complete filings to secure your water rights. 

Groundwater, Adjudication and Surface Water 
Claim/Research and Filings Preparation by SEC, Inc.
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