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Thank you, Chairman DeFazio and Ranking Member Graves, for allowing Members to provide 

the committee written testimony advocating for their transportation and infrastructure priorities. This 

Congress, we have a real opportunity, in a bipartisan fashion, to enact policies that would address our 

crumbling infrastructure.  

My district in Central Illinois is the poster child of infrastructure – comprised of roads, airports, 

rail, locks and dams, bridges, and transit. This may not be an easy task, but Congress must take a multi-

faceted approach with support from local, state, and federal governments, along with private industry, to 

fix our nation’s infrastructure. As a Member of the Ways and Means Committee, I stand committed to 

finding solutions to finance modernizing our country’s surface transportation, as well as, waterway, 

aviation, and rail infrastructure.  

Below are pieces of legislation that I support and encourage the committee to consider including 

in the final surface reauthorization legislation.  

• H.R. 5745 - Bridge Investment Act (116th) [Reps. Sean Patrick Maloney, Darin LaHood, Earl

Blumenauer, and Garret Graves] – Establishes a $20 billion U.S. DOT competitive grant program

to repair, improve, rehabilitate, or replace America’s bridges.

o H.R. 2 included bridge investment provisions that came directly from our bill. In

addition, H.R. 2 apportioned the monies through NHPP and STP given that this would be

an easier way to get those funds to state DOTs as opposed to setting up a new

competitive grant program as our bill did.

o Planning to re-introduce updated version in the 117th Congress.

• H.R. 1745 - DRIVE-Safe Act [Reps. Hollingsworth, Darin LaHood] – Allows truck drivers

under the age of 21 that have obtained a CDL to drive across state lines. This legislation aims to

address the massive driver shortage affecting the movement of commerce in our country, while

also promoting enhanced safety training for emerging members of this growing workforce.

• H.R. 2187 - Truck Parking Safety Improvement Act  [Rep. Bost] – Establishes a competitive

discretionary grant program and dedicates highway trust fund dollars to expand truck parking

capacity.

• H.R. 2289 - Freight RAILCAR Act of 2021 [Reps. Brad Schneider, Darin LaHood] –

Establishes tax credits to encourage the replacement or modernization of North America’s freight

railcar fleet with higher capacity, more fuel-efficient vehicles, which will help stabilize jobs in the

railcar manufacturing and modification industry.

• H.R. 1660 - Stop Sewage Overflow Act  [Reps. Lori Trahan, Darin LaHood] – Expands and

improves the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) Stormwater Reuse Municipal Grant

program (Section 221), which is used to award federal grants to states and municipalities for the

planning, design, and construction of combined sewer overflows, sanitary sewer overflows, or

stormwater management projects.

o H.R. 2 included a formula modeled after our ability to pay provision.

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/5745?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22Bridge+INvestment+Act%22%7D&s=1&r=4
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/1745
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/2187?s=4&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/2289?s=5&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/1660?r=3&s=6


As Co-Chair of the Bus Caucus, I am supportive of increasing funding for Bus and Bus Faculties 

grant program to pre MAP-21 funding levels. Bus service is a lifeline for people to get to work, school, 

and everyday visits. With more than 51% of all transit trips occurring on buses, the benefits of federal bus 

investment will spur economic growth in local communities, such as Bloomington-Normal and Peoria in 

Illinois.  

• Congressional Bus Caucus Co-Chair Priorities

o Restore bus transit investment to a 40-40-20 ratio within two years. Buses historically

received 20% of the transit capital investment ratio. Today, buses only receive 14%.

o Maintain Bus and Bus Facilities grant program (5339b) and H.R. 2’s investment levels.

Ensuring our airports have the most up-to-date equipment allows air traffic controllers to 

minimize collisions, expedite air traffic, and clearly provide critical support for pilots. It is incumbent 

upon Congress to make certain that funding is available to address the needs of outdated control towers. 

For example, this funding could replace the fifty-year-old air traffic control tower at General Wayne A. 

Downing Airport in Peoria, Illinois, with modern technology and increase the overall safety of the 

airport’s operation. 

Lastly, as the motorcoach industry is still enduring the fiscal challenges of recovering from the 

COVID-19 pandemic, I encourage the committee to include an additional $8 billion for the newly 

authorized U.S. Treasury emergency grant funding program for transportation service providers.  

• H.R. 7642 - Coronavirus Economic Relief for Transportation Services (CERTS) Act (116th)

[Reps. Darin LaHood, Albio Sires] – Requires U.S. Department of Treasury in consultation with

U.S. Department of Transportation to provide $10 billion emergency grant funding for

transportation service providers including motorcoach, private bus, and small vessel carriers.

o $2 billion was included in the CARES 2.0 package.

o Request is to include an additional $8 billion for this grant program.

I look forward to working with the Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, along with my 

colleagues on Ways and Means Committee, to find effective and long-term solutions to address our 

nation’s crumbling infrastructure. Thank you Chairman DeFazio and Ranking Member Graves for 

holding this hearing.  

Sincerely, 

Darin LaHood 

Member of Congress 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7642?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22HR+7642%22%7D
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