
 

 

WELCOME OUR NEW NATURALIST! 
By Kenneth Nalley, Education Naturalist 

 

y path to the natural world has been a winding one. I was born in Houston, but I consider 

Fort Worth my hometown since I have lived here since I was 6. I graduated from Saginaw 

High School in 2009 and attended Tarrant County College the following year. 

I worked in many different food/retail settings before I decided to follow my passion in 2014. 

That year, I signed up for the Cross Timbers Master Naturalist training program, which is held at 

the Fort Worth Nature Center. I absolutely loved everything about the training class and the 

Nature Center, and it solidified my passion for the outdoors.  
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In only his second week at the Nature Center, Kenneth had the opportunity to assist with prescribed 
burns on the demonstration prairie and Little Alice Ashley Savanna. FWNC&R Staff Photo. 



After finishing my associate’s degree that same year, I decided to pursue my bachelor’s degree 

in Wildlife, Sustainability, and Ecosystem Sciences at Tarleton State University. I graduated in 

December 2017 and moved to Tennessee to work as an environmental education apprentice at 

Land Between the Lakes National Recreation Area for one year. That is where I developed my 

passion for informal education. My favorite pastime as a kid was catching crawfish at the creek. 

Watching kids catch crawfish—usually for the first time—during our stream study program was 

one of the highlights of my time in Tennessee. 

After that job ended this past November, I moved back to Fort Worth and applied for my new 

role as the education naturalist at the Fort Worth Nature Center & Refuge. My love for the 

Nature Center can be traced back to when my parents would take my brothers and me to the 

Refuge when we were kids and tell us stories of the legendary Goatman. The Nature Center is 

truly a treasure for the City of Fort Worth and its surrounding communities, and I am so proud to 

be part of its legacy. 


