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A Silver Lining
Daniel Price, Natural Resource Manager

Spring is the season when the Nature 
Center comes alive with new life and new 

beginnings. For obvious reasons, this spring 
has been unlike nearly any other, but that 
has not slowed down nature. Animals are still 
being born, and the land, with new growth, 
still needs managing, especially our trails and 
roadsides.
Vegetation control is an ongoing battle, 
something we land managers know and 
understand. Many of the native brush species 
found on the Refuge can be managed 
with natural techniques such as grazing, 
fire, or even flooding. Non-native, invasive 
species, however, are a bit more complicated 
to control. Many times, fire or mowing 
(mimicking grazing) tend to just irritate these 
species and cause them to multiply with a 
vengeance. This defensive growth pattern 
has triggered a move toward a different 
strategy in an effort to contain some of these 
stubborn plants.
Over the past six months, staff has been exploring new herbicides 
as well as various methods/techniques to safely and effectively 
impede woody encroachment on roadsides, trails, and prairies. We 
feel this will be a positive step forward in managing the Refuge and 
provide a more enjoyable experience when visiting the property. 
In order to move forward, you must sometimes take a brief step 
back, and that will be the case with herbicide applications. You will 

see some browning/
dying vegetation, but 
be rest assured, the final 
benefits will be immense 
for both visitors and 
native species alike. 
Much of the native 
flora and fauna on the 
Refuge are negatively 
impacted by non-native, 
invasive species. Once 
non-native species are 
removed or controlled, 
native species tend to 
rebound and, in many 
cases, thrive once more.
During the closure, we 
took full advantage of 
an empty park to bring 
more life to the stretch 
of Shoreline Road 
leading to Greer Island. 

Many of you may remember that vegetation could sometimes 
reach out and grab your car as you went by, especially after a rain 
shower or on a windy day. Trimming that narrow road has always 
been a challenge since closing the road would negatively impact 
visitors trying to access that area of the Refuge. Staff borrowed 
from another City of Fort Worth department a skid steer with a 
mowing attachment designed to handle thick, overgrown brush 
and were able to make tremendous headway during the three 
and a half weeks we had the machine. In some areas, we removed 
brush all the way to 
the water’s edge, 
creating amazing views 
of Greer Island Bay. 
We will continue to 
clean and trim more 
sensitive areas where 
the machine could not 
reach, including around 
the CCC culverts and 
along steep areas.
We are excited to have 
visitors back at the 
Nature Center and are 
extremely proud of 
the work we were able to accomplish while the gates were locked. 
Although our reason for closing was terrible, we made the most 
of the situation to improve the park for your enjoyment when you 
return. Those improvements will continue as we strive to enhance 
native habitat so our native species can thrive.

If you observe the mesa behind the gatehouse, 
you will see a privet infestation under every 
oak tree. Birds transport seeds from these 
non-native, invasive plants (typically used in 
landscaping), but removing the plants will allow 
more water and nutrients to reach the oak tree. 
FWNC&R Staff Photo.

More sunlight hitting the roadsides will allow our native grasses to germinate and thrive after being 
choked out by brush. FWNC&R Before & After Staff Photos.

An herbicide application along the roadside 
made trimming this section easy this year. You 
can see what was sprayed and what will be 
sprayed soon. FWNC&R Staff Photo.


