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Adding to the Family
Daniel Price, Natural Resource Manager

To achieve impact, change usually must occur—for better or 
worse. If I were to continue with “until death do us part,” you’d 

think we were in the middle of a marriage ceremony. Marriage is 
one way to add to your family, but at the Nature Center, where we 
consider ourselves to be a family of nature protectors, another is 
simply to hire folks.

New Positions at the Nature Center

As most are now aware, both of our maintenance workers moved 
on to advance their careers and grow professionally. We were 
fortunate enough to be able to reclassify those positions and hire 
the Nature Center’s first natural resource technicians. Both of our 
technicians come to us from slightly drier climates, just in time to 
experience one of the main purposes of the Nature Center: to hold 
floodwaters that prevent downtown Fort Worth from flooding. 
Since the technicians’ arrival in May, water has been flowing over 
the Cross Timbers levee, and the majority of the Riverbottom 
Trail has been closed due to flooding. Both technicians are being 
introduced to chiggers and our fast-growing privet and learning 
that everyone is allergic to the poison ivy found here.

Garrett Fannin

Floodwaters aren’t necessarily new to Garrett Fannin, who was 
raised in low-lying Houston, Texas, which has been known to flood 
a time or two. However, Garrett has 
spent the past five years obtaining 
his education in the much-drier 
Texas Panhandle. He attended 
South Plains College, receiving 
his associate’s degree in wildlife 
management before attending 
West Texas A&M to graduate with 
a bachelor’s degree in wildlife 
biology. I asked Garrett why he 
chose wildlife as a profession and, 
more specifically, what led him 
down this career path. He started as 
many young wildlife professionals 
do, “loving the outdoors hunting, 
fishing, and herping.” He spent 
two summers in South Africa as 
a research assistant, shadowing 
field guides and collecting data on 
various species of African wildlife 
and plants. After returning, a 
professor at South Plains College 
saw his passion for wildlife and 
encouraged him to consider the wildlife program at West Texas 
A&M. While attending school, Garrett secured a position at 
Caprock Canyons State Park as an operations intern. His time 
at the park allowed him to work with its bison herd, perform 
minor maintenance throughout the park, lead interpretive hikes, 

and conduct herbicide 
applications on woody 
species to protect the 
native short-grass prairies. 
Through numerous 
seasonal positions, he was 
exposed to many of the 
duties for which he will be 
responsible at the Nature 
Center. Garrett brings new 
ideas and a burning desire 
to learn to his new position. 
When I asked him what 
the best part of his first 
few weeks have been, he 
replied, “I like the people 
here, and I already feel like 
part of the family.”

CJ Aitken

Our other natural resource 
technician is Christopher 
“CJ” Aitken. CJ has spent the past five years in South Texas working 
in the private ranching industry. He decided to trade in his snake 
boots for mud boots and move a little closer to home and family. 
CJ grew up just a couple of hours south of here in the small town 
of Whitney, Texas, where he spent many hours working in a family 
welding shop as a welder. He continued welding while attending 
Texas State University and pursuing a degree in Exercise and 
Sports Medicine. He soon realized that he may not be on the 
proper career path and became certified as a firefighter and EMT. 
It wasn’t until his uncle asked him to help on the Diamond T Ranch 
that CJ fell in love with ranch work. He worked as the assistant 
ranch manager, where he was introduced to heavy machinery 
operation, fence repair and construction, general property and 
vehicle maintenance, dove banding, prescribed burning, herbicide 
application, wildlife surveys, and captive deer husbandry. It was 
not long before CJ moved to the Spanish Bit Ranch as the ranch 
manager, where he was responsible for overseeing all ranch 
operations before returning to the Diamond T as ranch manager. 
CJ took pride in overseeing the captive deer pens and tending 
a herd of approximately 200 animals. I asked if he has enjoyed 
anything specific during his time at the Nature Center. His response 
was, “It is different than ranch life, and I appreciate that the land 
and animals come first before the park setting.” He also mentioned 
that he will enjoy working as a team and can feel the family 
atmosphere here at the Nature Center.

We are excited to bring both these ambitious young men into the 
fold and are eager to see the changes that will occur as we rebuild 
our Refuge management team. Please welcome them to Fort 
Worth and the Fort Worth Nature Center & Refuge.

Garrett’s wildlife techniques class 
spent some time at Matador Wildlife 
Management Area playing a game 
called “Name that Butt” while assisting 
with a turkey banding project. 
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In the deer breeding industry, ranch managers 
must ensure all fawns are healthy and properly 
tagged when they are born. One could say CJ is 
a proud “dad” holding a new set of twins. 
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