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Volunteer Groups: An Invaluable Resource
Kenneth Nalley, Park Naturalist/Volunteer Coordinator

The Fort Worth Nature Center & Refuge is not only an excellent 
backdrop from which to enjoy long hikes, family picnics, 

and spectacular educational programs, it’s also one of the best 
places to volunteer in Fort Worth! From taking care of our wildlife 
ambassador animals to helping 
remove invasive species, volunteers 
are helping with every aspect 
of keeping the Nature Center 
beautiful. 

The Nature Center’s volunteer 
groups, which include local 
businesses, schools, scouts, and 
more, provide a unique opportunity 
for the community to come 
together to accomplish something 
amazing. The Nature Center affords 
a natural setting in which coworkers 
can expand their relationships 
outside of the office and promote 
creative thinking and is the perfect 
place for school groups to complete 
their annual day-of-service projects. 
And here, eagle scouts can be 

inspired to think outside the box to 
complete projects that genuinely 
serve their mission. 

One local group that has been making 
an impact is John Sutter and his “tree 
hugger community” from Medtronic. 
In 2019, John and his team formed 
a group to help make Medtronic a 
greener, more sustainable workplace. 
Part of their mission is to be active 
in the community and help clean 
up local parks. This led them to the 
Nature Center, where they have been 
volunteering weekly since June. John’s 
team has tackled everything from 
clearing trails to removing invasive 
species and even volunteering at the 
Lake Worth Monster Bash running the 
seed sack races. The Nature Center’s 
staff looks forward to a long and 
fruitful relationship with this group. 

Our volunteer groups are an 
invaluable part of the Nature Center, 
tackling the larger projects that 

we might not otherwise have the 
manpower to complete. Looking to 
the future, our current partnerships are 

providing inspiration to find more ways to collaborate with a wider 
variety of organizations and enhance community engagement at 
the Fort Worth Nature Center & Refuge.

Summer Creek Cadet Corps 
help clear brush from 150 feet 
of bison pasture fence line. 
FWNC&R Photo.

Tarleton State University students work to improve visibility along the roads and expand the view into the 
bison pasture. FWNC&R Staff Photo.


